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205 Crescent ave.
Leonia, N.J.
August 23, 1922

ite. Jo Gaines Miller,
La Salle, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Miller?

I found cut where La Salle was soon after sending you my postal, and should
have written this sovoner., I understend thet you will seil along with Mr,. Farley,
early in September, but I don't know just when thet is, but Mr., Hdous must heve
been handling thet for you.

First as to your journey. If you seil by the C.P.R. or the Admirel Line, you
start from Vencouver or Sesttle, and have September weether for three days end then
you have December weather for five days, as th- ship soee north,(within 90 miles
of the Aleutian Islsnds), then you reach Jepan, snd it's likely to be tropic heat.
Three days in Japan, one dey across the Chine Seay when, if you get a typhoon, it
%ill be cold, then Shanghai, hot sgein. And in Peochow hotter. So be prepared with
varm clothes for the winter days, and cool clothes for Jujpen ¢nd thereefter. In
Shanghai ou will probebly stay at the Miesionary Home. I heve written Mr. Farley
full details on that subject and on how to get from Bhanghai to Foochow and on tele
grafing Mr. Jones of your coming, etc. In Shaghei you will need to jurchase a pith
or cork sun holmet (tho, if you can weer a 7-size hat, you can get good end cheap
helmets in PFcochow),

Second es $o your vwork, Pukien Christian University came into existence in Y12
with Freshmen and Sophomore classes. A year later land purchase on the present Site
was begun and in February of this yeer the rented qusrters of the school in Foochow
were given up ani we moved the plant down the river to the Site and housed it in tw
Lemporary wooden buildinge. The first two stone structures were to have been begun
this swmmer. The city of Foochow les two miles north of the principel river of Fukic
Province, the Min, and about <2 miles from the mouth. Ceasting steemers ascend the
Min to Pagoda Anchorage, sbout 10 miles from Foochow, beyond which the river is too
shallow, travel being by houseboat end launch, The college is stiuated on e plein
énd a promontory about six miles sbove Psgoda Anchorsge. Communicetion with the Cit
is by the Univers ty launch., You will visuslize President Jones then as enge.ged in
being the head of the school, (embracing e student body of 125 and a feculty of 15)
with all its problems, end also the genersl superintendent of the whole building
program. ¥e have an engineer, Mr, C,B.Mills, who oversees the sctusl conetruction,
but Mr. Jones must be consulted at every point. Privete secretaries to missionories
are still a new thingi but the fact is that those who don't have segreteries, simpl
don't keep up wigh their correspondence. And & missionary executive's correspondenc
public ead private is enormous. Thet is where you corme in, We have & Noiseless Type
writer in the Office, and I think were ygoing to get en Underwood also this summer,
Your predecessor, Mr, A,W.Knoll, put the filee in excelent shepe, Your work will
the President's correspondenc e and filing, first of 11’ then in your spere tir
correspéndence of the Engineer, the Deen, and other feculty men. Any special
you have jn any line, will find a use and e field, either for your own or
profit or enjoyment. If vou know enything about bockkeeping, you may ess’
Treesurer. Can you sing, or play eny inetruments? You can have just er
little contact with the student life as $ou care for? Mr, Enoll didn't
much, which I think was a loss. With the school-¢nd the building going o.
in Just this particulsr period of China's snd missionary history, you will
have a dull day. Yo: term will be one of interest, often of excitement, and .
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I assure you of great profit., I‘havo been six years in Poochow - am home now on
the firet furlough - and I have never in al) that $ime been once bored!!

, Fage 2

Third as to your general living conditions. These temporary wooden dormitories
are not nearly es bad as they sound. Last spring term Mr. Jonee occupied two rooms,
Mr. Neff(prof. of Sociology) one, and Mre, Scott end I, two, we four shering perlor
end dining room in what would be Mr, Jones's own suite in the second floor of the
bullding. Here you wourd proabably live, since they will continue there this year
and we may come back to Mr, Jones's suite when we return in 1923, Your room will be
sompletely furnished for you. (If you sho:ld harpen to have your own bedding now,
it might be better for vou to take it out with you - in any cese teke st least a
good army blanket(an army blanket makes the best steamer rug) . There sre three
modern faculty re idences already finiehed on the Site end s fourth in process of
construction, but these are pretty well filled with faculty people. Mr, Jones has
his own cook, and an excelent one he is., We found life with him extremely sgreeable
and I have do doubt you will too.

The chief sport in the place is temnis, If you play teke a racket. If you don't
take 0: e also, and we'll teach you, as we have done others. The Site 1ies at the fo
foot of the highest mountain - Kushen - in the vieinity, so there's plenty of hikin
in wild country. Further up the Min river there is hunting - if you teke eny intere
in that sport - wild pig, pheasant, and even tiger. Usually ot least one party e
year is made up in Foochow,

What you will need in clothes: All you heve ok,

October to December is like Indien summer; we wear white ducks esnd pongees, whih
can be made by native teilors in Poochow for very little cost, elso white cenves
shoes, also made on the apot. December it begins to get a little cold, by Jaruary i
is qaite cold, especially when sailing on the river, snd in Fretruery the rains beg
in. It continu-e cold and wet and raw ti11 the middle of March when it gets warmer
tho still wet and often chilly. In January you put on 1ittle weight vinter underwes
and in Pebrery heawy weight(better medium weight). Overcoets, vodlen“gloves, etc.
All these bring with you; cannot be made in Foochew, The undereer change depends
somelk&t or what sort of man you are snd what you ere accustomed to. Some people
wear summer underwear all the time - not to be advized; some chenge only once, not
twice. You will often hav to work in cold rooms, hence sweaters and wooldem socks
will be found he. dy. The Chinese prepare for winter by doubling or trebling the num
ber of coa te worn; they would therefore often be unconfertsble in a hested classme
room., Someday in lete ‘pril or early May the thermometer rises 30 degrees, and you
hurry to you room and get out your ducke and your pith helmet snd you know summer
has come again. These sudden changes of tempersture sre cuite common except during
the fall. If you at all subject to dizestive upsete, these chenges will increase
them, unless you wear a cholere bend(cen be pirchesed in Bhenghei), a flernel bend
across the séomech, rext to the skin, White suits, s indiceted, shirts, 1ight un-
derwear, and good shoes ¢:un be made in Foochow; bring what you heve in clothes,
including spring and winter suits.

If anything here is not clear, or there are other questions you would like to
ask, please feel free to do so. The more you know before you go, the better you
will feel when you get there, China is o great place to live in, I wish I we:c
g9ing back with you right now.

Very sincerely yours,

036 |
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Mrs. Irene 4i. Hliller
604 dJest Wilson Avemue
Glendele

Californie

Iy dear lirs. Miller:-
Your letter of January 26th nhes becn received.

I am sorry to learn that your son's oing to China, as :
secretary to ’residert Jones of our Fukien Ciristian University,
hes cgused you g0 much anxiety. From your letter it is evident
thet his zbsence from home means grect rrivetion to you.

Jde haed the plessure of meeting your son herc in the office
in i'ew York ¢ short time before he sterted on his trip.

He mentioned the fect tihat because of liie severity of the
winters here in lew York, you were planning t¢ o to Celifomis
nd, from your letter, we hnmewknow you are located tunere.

ifrenmer.ts witn refererce to your son’ cing Lo Chine
were .onduc by the ilecretsry of our Boer f Trustecs and 1
heve Jjust over his correspondence erd fi et your son en-
tered into c¢n screcmernt to ;50 out &8 secretory . Jones, for
wo yeers, which both he ard yourself, es witness, sicred.

By ¢imin: this eprecment no guestion vas reised s to your
willineness or unwillin.gness for him to mo. 1In fret your sirming
would imply that you were quite willing for him to do so.

Mr. Jones' former secretary completed8 his two year contrect
last June and we had been unable Lo secure cnyone to till his
rlace until your son's gpplicetion was sccented. As he 'did not
recsch the field until u¢bont e erd of llovember, ilr. Jories had been
without & secrétary for nearly six months and we know thet his work
had been ec.oumuleting from the fect thet we hawe not received re-
plies from letters which we wrote him sometime 2:0. To esk your
son to return at once,without srybody to tske his plece, would dbring
about & very serious sitwetion in our work there.

Then, ‘oo, your 8em's travelins expenses to the field were
peid with the understanding that he was to stay for two years.
Should he decide to reAurn home now, it would mean that he would
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not only have t provide his home-coming e:peaises but thst, in
reeping with his .ontract, he would necessarily necd to refund
a considorable rert of hie outrolrng experses.

I trust that e * reconsideration, looking &t the situg-
tion [rom &l1ll poseid ) it poseible Lo fore-
0 &£8kir his return et this tine.

i® trust tt - rrenggments nay be nade with other
bers of your fr y thet the lgneliness cecused youn by his abaenc
from home will be ot ngt rartially elleviated.

v

7@ tru at you will nct think we are ungympatnetic with
your roquest htut hsve tried to look ot ti situaticn from &1l
8ides, 2:d ho et you will be able, even ot cou rersorel
gecrilic ) )t your =01n complete his contr

I yvi7 g ~ 771 -
Very siicerely yours
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