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Ppcg Briceg
3 Ping Teang Heiang,

Fanking,
April 17, 1928

To the Kembers i Vs PO
of the NHanking Station
Shanghei and Hlsewhere.

Daar Friends:

While the memory of 1t ig still fresh with me, I
want %o write to you about our Naster Serviee thie morning. It
wag held at teén o'oclook in the chapel at Ming Deh. I have told
you before that about thres fourthe of owr church membere left
the eity before the outbreak of hostilities here. 4 few have come
back, but after all not meny as yet.

It meemed to me that it would be a good plan to
bring together into one gervice today the little groups that have
been meeting at our four places of worship within the city. I felt
that if they all could meet together in one fairly large congregation,
they would not seem so isolated as they must now fesl a8 they meet
Sunday by Sunday in thelr own separate groupe. The united mesting,
I thought would be good for "morale”.

: I puggested the idea to Mr, Gao Ewoh-Hung, Er. Yasg Yu-
Chih, end ¥r, Yang Ya-Ling, the three men who are substituting for the
regular sbsent pastors. <hey responded heartily to the sugpestion
and announcenent was made in all four places that we wmould have a
united service this morning. I é4id not know whether, considering the
distance from the other centers to Hansimen, we wounld have orly a
ghosen few at the service or not, but as 1t tumed out the chapel wag
well f1lled half-an-hour bhefore the gervices.

Thinge have been rather bare and drebd in life here lately,
g0 we made a special effort to have flowers on the platform, and to
have the place look ag nice ae possible. The servanis, and perhaps
othere, exerted themselves - I don't know exactly who wae reeponsible -
but sayway lao Chang whispered to me proudly before ths service oom-
menced "It'e hao-kanl” ‘

¥ise Djang, the Hubuglal organist played for us, There
wae no speeial gholr, for all the echoirs that formerly existed in owr
churchee have dipappesared, but nevertheless the people sang very well,
ghowing that they had had pretty good training in gongrepgationsl ¥ Ing
in "the old days before the war,"

To the great pleasure of all of us Pastor Bao unexpectedly
returned lset night and presided st thisg morning'se service. kr. Tang Yu-
Chih preached - s eimple sermon, but one with real relevance to the needs
and sonditions of the hour., After the service the youngest daughter of
lr, Peing Helang-Heng (Mr. Teing le the language teacher of some of you)
wae baptized and received into church membership. ¥e then had the
celebration of the Communion whish ir, Beo and [ adminisfered, I think
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that every one present felt the inspiration of the gervige, and the
inereansed seuse of fellowship that came from having the larger company
together.

Ae T eat on the platform, and looked at the peopls, and
ghared in the service, somehow Haster took on a fresh meaning to me.
Thoee who were present had doubtlees all suffered in one way or asnother
from the war, and the olty of Nanking iteelf had undergone & resl
grueifixion juest a few short weeke ago, and yet the gsarvice seemad to
hold a promise of something indestructible, something that evan war
at ite woret was unable to destroy, the spirit of faith and hope and
love. It was manifest in the very pressnce and attitude of the people
themeelvee in the servige.

Moreover I felt that through the years something has been
buiit up in our work in Nanking which will survive the test of the present
hour, Huch has been ghaken, snd part has even been destroyed, but part
gtill stande, and that whiah remaing osn well give us hops &nd gonfidence
for the future. From Good Friday we oan truly paes with a real megasure
of rejolcing to Imster!

Vith kindeet regarde to all of yonu,

Cordinlly yours,

(8igned) W. P. Mills
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