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Tsang Hslang,
Hanking
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o G Memories orowd in on one, és one sits down to write. The
last three mohths have certainly been fulls The iailer part of Novem~
ber and the Tirst part of Lecember saw the planning of the 1&afel
.one and the setting up of the machinery for its administration, then
came the tense days ¢f the fighting around Henking and our unsuoecess-—
ful though strenuous atbtempis to srrange a truce, and finelly since
the 13th of December our long continued strugile with the Jepanese 1o
establish and maintain order, Then too Gthere haye been esgspecially
gince the fi: of Uecember, ¥eally Dbig probiems 1o deal with con-
stantly in regerd to the housing &nd provisioning of the refugees. I
shail try 4n this 2t
order to enable you,
pencd. :
§ith regard %o the pafety Lone, we got our inspiration
of gourse Lrom the sucocess of Father Jacquinot's zone in Shanghsi, I
have gélled 1%t his 2one, Just becsusge his name was so prominently
agioeiatedswith it. Our first task locally was 0 clear the ldea of
gueh & Zonc with Chinese and foreign friends, then to disguss it with
the Chinese officials to make sure that we had their support, and
finally to teke it up with the Japanese. We had 10 make as sure &8 we
could of & good location, 1o get the Chinese To agree to move their
troops and military equipmend out ol the area, anu then %o get
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ise om the Japane b0 réspecet it. These wepre all difficult
to d As-a matter of faet the last two were never fully accompl

i both sides sufficiently committed to justify us

ad to put the “one into operation. The Chinese promised
move thelir troops out of the srea, bul nevér fuliy did so until
about the time of their retreat. On the other hand, the Japanege a
first made no reply to our proposal, and then only after repeated
efforts on our part, finelly geve & gort of back-handed rec¢ognition
to it by saying that while they were not in a positlion %o give an
undertaking that the area would not be sither bombed or Bombarded,
it could nevertheles:s be taken Tor granted that the Japanese forees
had no intention of attecking plages not used by the Chinese troops
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for military purposes. We were never able formully to declare t0 both

sides that the _.one was in operation, because by the time the Chinese
troops had moved out suffieiently to enable us to make such an announ
ment honestly, the foreign gunbosts had all moved up the river and we
hdd no way (o send any messages oul, as all other means of communica-
tion had long since ceased to funetion., What we did do was this. Ve
anpouniced, before all lines of communication were cuf, that the Iinter-~
national Commitiee for the Safety Zone, relying on the good faith of
both sides in regarc %o the assurances given, was going shead with
its plans for the operation of the was luviting the people to
gome into it, and making provision as fdar as 1l could for food, Tuel,
and housing. In other words, our Nanking Safely .one was carried
through on sheer nerve; or if you prefer, on faith; or on a certain
sort of boldness that did not know when it was licked. Liore than once
our ehances of guccess seemed slight, but something always happened,
or was made %o happen, that gave us a new start, until now, ten weeks

Pter its inception, the Lone is still going strong. Of course we all
thought and expecied that the oneé would have goune out of operation
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long ago, but as I wrote you on the ZZpnd, the Zone has proven far
more useful after the occupatior than it was before., It vild give
some protection uh:lz; the fighting, because it proved & heven ol
refuge espeeially to the people in the southern and southeastern
seogtions of the c¢ity and in the suburbs, where the heuviest fight=-
ing took place. But the chiel usefulness of the ‘one has been in
the measure of protectien it has afforded %o the people since the
oeoupation. I wish yoa could have seen the way the people flocked
into the icne during the sarly days of December, anc 1 wish you
gcould see Lhanghail Aoau and Ninghai Road now. These two are now the
principdl business stireets of Nanking. lormerly bhbu&xuSﬁu to be
Tai Ping 1lu eshd Chung Hua lu, the eld Fu ilung Gial, bul those sireets
are now largely burned outbt, and instes: ﬁhc formerly nore or less Uitk
used Shanghai Road up past Hillerest and the american  mbassy, and
Ninghai Road in the new residential distriet, also formerly little
used, are now the pli’cipal otfneu fianghai Hoad 1g new a0 ¢rowded
that one ean hardly ¢ & motor cér. This change 1is
1 a matter ol the Luﬁﬁ iun W&bnu. .46 reagon is simply that the
ople are here in the Zone, and because by now some sort of order
been established, so that there is uno longer the universal plun=
*iw% and robbing thet there used to be, the people how have more
fidence than iuey had before and have begun to come out aguin on
5?@ebd* They have set up s¢ores of 1 ﬁ~:wff shaoas By the gide
rosd end business is brisk in unawc -« gll of course on a
uuuLi goale and all within the Lone. (Outslide of the Lone there is
no business at sll,

We g¢ould never have put the sone into operation hac it
not been for the splendlid esgistance given us in the beginnlng by
the uhineac iv 1 oi 1@1uig, the members of the Liplomatic Corps,
the and the foreign:business wen. They were
all for tac SCQﬁmb and lduu it in every way they eould, Our sroun~
les were solely with the military, Chlnese and Japanese, With the
Chinese the difficulty was due to the fact thaet they were so dile-
tory about moving out of the area, With the Japaunese our difficuliy
lay in getting them to make any reply et all, and even then we got
only an indirect recognition of the Lone, but it proved grnough lor
ouf purpeses. The Commitiee held stadily to its determination to
establish the Zone, and finslly ud@b@&lé@, though it was an uphilil
task.s Almost at the last the Chinese military tried to make us alter
the southwest line, claining that they had not clearly understood
just what the eodvil oifficials had agreced %o, amlthough we had previ-
ously been solemnly sssured that it hed all been thoroughly cheeked
with them, if I ever felt in denger these months in Nenking, it was
on the afternoon when searle Bates, r. Rebe, ir., Sperling and I
finally went over that line again w;ﬁn tuL military, and settled
that the line shoulc rTun as originally ‘&cea UDPGLL, -aii@ we were out
on the hills bacgk of wlilc?&st and the Seminary, %wo Japanecse
planes appeareu overhsad, and the antli-airorafii guns close by us
bezan to roar. e were 'ut directly amoung the oOLGlbrﬁ, S0 we wers
a falr target s¢ to gpeak, We lay dowa opn Ghe ground and watohed tiae
planes go by, whilc¢ the guns blazed. ¥For the first time I sew the
silver gleam of some of the smaller shel s or trager buliels as ¥They
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sped after the plunes. Fortunately the planes were after other prey
that day and we wsecaped, but as lir. Habe saiu afterwards, "1 expect~
¢ to be bombed that day." I ¢id not exactly expeet to be bombed,
but both plaenes end guns were too close for comfort dearle wbut
back alta Mr, gperling the next day %o pui up the “Gﬁﬁ flagas -

egrops within @ eirele - thus finelly marking the line, anc he

their experience thern was much worse then the day before when I wag
with him.

411 this is only pert of the story of the Zone, bul I must
pass on %0 ether things. Perhaps this is bthe logieal pliace to tell
you &\bit about our efforts to get & truce established that would
permit the Chinese %o ’1tbdruw from the eity and the Japanese to

ter 1t without further fighting. it was periectly clear fiom 8
variety of reasons that the Chinese could not hold the city, though
not so olear that they might not be able to make it somewhat costly
for the Japanese, A truce proposal therefore seemed in order. The
scheme wasg all talked through with Genersl Tang, who was 1n comma
of the city, one of his secretaries scting as go-belween, end had
his heariy spproval. Officialily of course he could not acgept ihs

W*‘huuf the approvel of General Chiang, who had by then left
: was necessary therefore to send & wire to Henkow and one
'okyo at the ¢g¢a time, *he messages were drafetd and Searle and
500k them okt to the Paney, whieh was then lying €little upstress
Hsiskwan., We went ‘out with General Tang's secretary on & specisl
pass through the city gates, Hslakwan was already ablsze, having
be¢n set on fire by the Chinese troops with the idea of leaving no
cover forthe ememy in their attack on the e¢ity. It was weird er?ingfhmﬂﬁ
the streets with the fires blazing on both Slﬂ&b of you. Archie Tsens
house was bhehing Tiercely as we ocame baok Bowguu the aity gates 1
shall never forget the sadness of that nigli's drive. The destruc~
tion seemed so futile and stupid.

general fang had assured us that he was gonfident that Cen.
Chiang would th pt the truce proposal, so we were surprised to
reccive a wire from Hankow the next day to the effect that he would
not. N %ur 11y this word necessitated Turther messages and Tang's
he auquar rs were insistent that we communicate with Hankow sguin.
o Searle and I took enother trip out to the Panay the next ndght
Hhi& was ng evening of Lecember 10t%h, and the hour was much later
than our previous trip. It made one feel oreepy to drive through the
still and deserted sireets, and there was & sense of lmpending catas-
trophe in the air. 2lso one had the feeling that there might easily
gome ab any time @ burst of rifle ar machine gun fire from somewhere
in the dark. It ddd not tend to make me feel any better wlen we got
on the b@at to have Paxton tell us that some time before we came
there had been sueh firing on shore. But we &ou the messages off
and returned safely around midnight, That was another experience o
would rather not repeatv. The next day the ﬁanuy gtarted upstream tc
her new anchorage and her untimely end. All communications belng
thus eéut off, we could do mething further to efrfect a ftruce. Bubt %he
story does not end her@, though %he %elling of the rest of 1t will

heve to walt next vweek's letter. with all my love, F <@VIQAO)LJ
: i Luanrnan 4. 7))
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