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Copies of letters seat by tne chairman of the Emergency Committee of The
University of Nanking to the Japanese Embassy, Nanking, from Decembsr 1o
to &7 inclusive.

(Bach new date represents a separate letter but all are copied consecutive=
ly in order to save spacs.)

December 1loth. ;

1 beg leave to approach you informally about problems of order and gene-
ral welfare upon the property of the University next door to your Embassy
buildings. We have all heard the official statements of Japanese officers
that the Imperial Army does not wish to harm the ordinary civiliansg, and we
nope there will pe no*diffieculties in the way of return to peaceful life
under whatever government is satisfactory to your authorities. But at this
moment the suffering and teérror among the people are very great. The fol-
lowing cases are iIrom our college properties close to yours, and many
others have occurred in our Hosgpital and liiddle School and Rural Leaders'
Training School nearoy.

(1) December 14. -Soldiers tore down the American flag and officel notiee
of the American Embassy upon the gate of our Agricultural Economics
Compound (Hsiso T'ao Yuan), robbed several teachers and assistants living
there, and broke several doors without waiting for keys.

(2) December 15, In the place just mentioned, soldiers came several timses
anlG stole money and other articles Irom refugees who came in for safety;
algo t00k away women .

(2) December 1lo. In our new Library Building, where we are taking care of
1500 common people, four women were raped on the property; two were carried
off and released alter being raped; three were carried off and not returned;
one was carried off but released by your military police near the Embassy.
These acts of soldiers have brought greatl pain and fear to these families,
to their neignbors, and to all Chinese in this part of the city. More than
a hundred similar cases in other parts of the Safety Zone have been
reported to me this morning. They are not my business now, but I mention
them to snhow that thie University problem next door to you is only a sample
of the great misery of robbery and rape carried on by soldiers among the
people. :

We earnestly hope that discipline may be restored among the troops. Now
the fear is so great thatl people are afraid even to get food, and normal
life and work is impossible. We respectiully urge that your authorities
may arrange for their proper iuspections to be carried out systematically
under the immediate direction of officerse, rather than by stray bends of
soldiers who enter the same place as many as ten times in one day and steal
all food and money from the people. And secondly, we urge that for the
reputation of the Japanese Army and the Japanese Empire, for the sake ot
good relations between the Japanese suthorities and the common people of
China, for your own thought of your wives, gisters, and aaughters, that the
Tamilies of Nanking receive protection irom the violence of soldiers.

The disorder and failure of the Chinese army gave g good chance for the
Japanese troops to secure the confidence of the peoplse, and it is un-
fortunatle for all concerned if that chance is 1l0ost by delay or indifference
Lo ordinary humen welfare and morality.

December lo.

Permit me to add 'a brief note to the letter delivered to you this
morning, in referencée to Item number (2).

In our Agricultural Economics Compound (HsisoT'ao Yuan) more thean thirty
women were raped last night by soldiers who came repeatedly and in large
numbers. I have investigated this matter thoroughly, and am certain of the
correctness of the statement.
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he situation all through this section of the eity ie pitiful indeed.
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g at you have demonstrated your superiority in military power
i1l also demonstrate superiority in merey. Security of life and people
immedistely needéd by these many tens of thousands of peaceful citizens.
The University is situated in the Safely Zone and is affected by the
conditions and problems of that Zome. Some officers have been friendly
and understanding of the purposes and working of the Zone. Others appear
to be harsh and suspicious. Let it be made clear to them that what the
International Committee has done is entirely open from the beginning.
Every office and building and action has been open to inspection each day.,
The Committes will be glad for the return of normal conditions and releags
from ite humanitarian responsibility. -Meanwhile it is merely trying under
great diffieulties to provide food and housing for people ®Who were driven
from.their homes by war conditions and still live in great fear.

December 17. :

The reign of .terror and brutality continues in the plain view of your
pbuildings and among your own uneighbors.

(1) Last night soldiere repeatedly ceame to our Library buildings with
its great crowd of refugees, demanding money, watches, and women at the
point of the bayonet. When persons had no watches or money, usually
bescause they had been looted several times in the two preceding days,
the soldiers broke windows near them and roughly pushed them about. One
of our own staff members was wounded by a bayonet in this manner.

(2) At the library building, s in many places through this part of the
city last night, soldiers raped several women.

(2) Soldiers best our own unarmed watchmen, because the watchmen did not
nave girls ready for the use of the soldiers..

(4¢) last night several of our American-owned residences, with flags and
Embassy proclamations upon them, were entered irregularly by roving
groups of soldiers, some of them several times. These residences ineluded
houses in which three American members of our staff are liviag.

We respeectfully ask you to compare these scts, which are small samples
of what is happening to large numbers of residents of Nanking with your
Government's official statements of its concern for the welfare of the
people ‘of China, likewise of its protection of foreign property.

We do not wish to emphasize personal matters, and refer to two other
incidents merely to indicate the degree of wild license among uncontrolled
soldiers. Yesterday one American member of our staff was struck by an
officer upon entirely false charges which the officer did not investigate,
and also by soldiers. During the night another American and mycself were
pulied out of bed by a drunken soldier with a rifle.,

This letter is not written to ask for special protection on behalf
of the University, but to emphasize, by reason of the nearnees of the
University to yourselves, the urgency of peril to all peaceabls people.

We believe that the Japanese Army has the power and the efficiency
to maintain respectable conduct, and to give conquered peoplse a chance
to work and live under good order. We 2re unable to understand why it
does not do so, and do it before further damage ie done to local people
and to Japan's reputation. ;

December 18.

Misery end terror continues everywhere because of the violence and
robbery of the soldiers. More tham 17,000 poor persons, many of them
womern snd children, are now in our buildings hoping for safety. They are
still crowding in, because conditions elsewhere are worse than here. Yet
I must give you the record of the past twenty-four hours in this relatively

good position,




(1) University Middle School, XKan Ho Yen. One frightened child killed
by a bayonet; another eritically wounded and eout to die. Eight women
raped. Several of our own staff, who are trying to feed and care for
these wretched peopls, -were struck by soldiers for no reason whatever.
Soldiers climb over the walls many times day and night. Many persons
could not sleep for three days, and there is hysterical fear. If this
fear and despair resulte in resistance against the attack of soldiers
upon women, there will be disastrous slaughter for which your authori-
ties will he respounsible., American flag scornfully torn down by soldiers.
(2) Sericulture Building, Chin Ying Chieh. Two woMen raped.

(&) Agricmultural Implements Shop, 11 Hu Chia Te'ai Yuen, two women raped.
(4) Faculty residence, 11 Hankow Road, inhabited by our own staff. Two
women raped.

(6) Faculty residence, 23 Hankow Road, inhabited by American meémber of
our staff. One woman raped.

(6) Agricultural Economics Department (Hsiso T'ao Yuan).  This place
has reeceived terrible treatment so meny times that all women have fled.
This morning while visiting there, I was approached by six soldiers,
oneé of whom repeatedly pointed & pistol at me with his finger on the
trigger, although I did nothing except ask a courteous question as to
whether he found any difficulty there.

These plain facts do not tell the misery of ovﬁlnarv pe ople visited as
meny as ten times in one day and six times in one night by wandering
groups of soldiers looking for women and for loot. They do indica te
the urgent need for control at once.

Certain of your representatives declared tha yould. be itary
police at the gates of several of thess ildings las ight (as at
certain other points where large bodies .of refug are gathered). But
not one guard was seen.  Since soldiers are evervah ere climbing over
walle, a few guards will not do much good, snyhow, unless there ig a
genuine restoration of general discipline,

The presence of the Akiyama Detachment Headguarters in the gidencs
formerly belonging to Ho Yin-hi'in, constitutes a speecial per11 tc this
neighborhood until your soldiers are controlled. It could be made s
means. of security if the generals so desire.

Here and all through the city, people are bs com1ﬂg desperate with
hunger, since soldiers have taken their food and their money; also
many are-cold and sick because coldiers have taken their clothing and
bedding. How do the Japanese authorities plan to deal with this problem?

It is being said on every street with tears and distress that where
tne uapaneﬂe Army 18, no person and no house can be safe. Surely this

is not what the sta te men of Japan wish to do, &nd all residents of
Nanking expeéct better things from Japen.

I'believe that 1f you have an opportunity, it would be well for one
of you to go with me through some of the places where this terror and
suffering continues, so close to your own walls. The mriting of this
letter has been iutw”ruptsd in order to deal with ceven soldiers engaged
in their -usual business called "insgpection”, which means looking for
women whom they will return to seize &t night

I slept in thess @uildingq last night, and will continue to do so
in the nope of giving a little sid to aeipiewk women and childrens
" Other foreign frisnds and myself in a01ng such humanitarisn work ha

repeatedly been threatened by your soldiers. If in the course of th
gfforts we are killed or wounded by drunken and disorderly soldiers,
the responsibility will be entirely clears




This letter dis written in g courteous and friendly spirit, but
reflects something of ﬁke mhappy despalr in which we have lived
the Japsnese Armg entered the city five days ago. lmmediste
ig¢ greatly needed.

December 21 (To Mr+ Fukuda)

In accordance with your request of thie morning, I submit the follow=
ing faets, most of which have been .observed by myself since I saw you,
and the remgpinder 1 have earefully investigated after they were told
me by rellnoie peop
(1) This atfternoon seven persons were taken from our lLibrary Building
by soldiers. These includea members of our own staff, There was:.no
aceusation or fact of their being soldiers (Chinese), but they were
simply seized for foreed labor without regard to your proclamation.

(2) At No.4 T'ou T'iso Hsiang, near the entrance to your Embassy, a
womsn w2s raped this afternoon by two soldiers. Does this suggest that
a few gendarmes are restoring order?

(8) While I was with yoeu in the Embassy today, my own house was loofted
for the fourth time. Seven other University housés have been looted
today, and many have been entered several times.,

(4) FPires systematically laid by large bodies of soldiers working under
the direction of officers, are rendering thousands of people homeless
and without hope of return to normal life and work. They are going
ahead all day just the ssme as before. '

(o) The Shuang Iung Hsiang gate of the Univereity hospital was broken
in today, although it carried your proelamation. In another part of
tne Hospital, an American just saved the ambulance; which soldiers

were stealing.

(6): I have seen myself five cases of soldiers taking this afternoon
food and bedding from poor people, usuglly reguiring the people to

then go with the loot as carriers.

(7) In An Loh Li next our missionsehool, I answered a ce2ll for help
from a Red Cross dressing station that was caring for three persons
wounded in the night by soldiers demanding women and money. One Wwoman
was raped upetairs in that house last night. ~Two soldiers Weratnorougnly
robbing the house when I went in. The wery good man doing the medical
work said that in his own house at ob Xa0 Chlw Chiu Xwsan, two women
were raped last night,

(8) 1 returned through & everal hundred straw huts of very poor peopls
south of Wu T'ai Shan.: Some persons said that conditions were better ®
last night. Others said they were worse, for soldiers were still seizing
girle in their homes, looting from the peoreet people, and taking the
rigkshae of meu wno have no other means of living.

(9) Yesterday, for the second time, the Ameriesan flag was torn down
from the American Primary School (Wu T'ai Shan) and trampled by soldiers,
goldiers tnrestenea to kill any servant or other person who should put
it up again.

I feel sure that not so many people were raped or wounded last night
as the night before, ' But the robbery, 1116?”7 entry, and terrible burn-
ing continue as bad or worse than before. Two members of the Internat-
ional Committee mho have driven sceveral miles in a car have not yet
seen a gendarme. They are not etfective.

If the generalc intend to destroy the people's homes and take awsgy
their last food and eclothing, it is better to say so honestly than to

deceive them and us witn false hopes of order,

le.
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December 22,
In- several places the situsation 1s n it and this morning is reported

to be a-little better.  Homever, it ig e L disgracefully bad, &nd the
following items will indieate:

(1) This morning near five o'clock eleven men were suddenly seized by force
Ifrom whke University library. The gate was broken in by soldiers, although
it had the gendarmerie notice upon it. The soldiers were so violent then,
28 also the afternoon befors, that no one dared to try to give an alarm.
Later soldiers came and got amother man: ~Phe seven taken yesterday. from
this place, including membérs of our own staii, have not been heard from.
Such terrorism and ipsecurity will. of course make it impossible to get
laborers for ordinary works

(2) Last night at ten o'clock four soldiers came in & motor. car to the

main gate of our University. One by the use of -his bayonet prevented our
watcnman from going to your consular policeman. After three soldiers got
inside, our servants called the policeman, who persuaded them to leave,
Thig morning, before ten 6'clock, spldiers had entered the University

five times, scorning the gendarmerie notice. : :

(&) Soldiers have continued this morning to enter University residences
including those occupied by Americans, and to rob.

(4) Three of my colleagues and myself, esech of whom had business in
different streets this moming, did not see a single gendarme. We know
there are some, but they are too few and too mild to secure -discipline. ‘
{5) :Systematic looting with the use of trueks, followed by burning, continues.
cloge at hand. ' 1his reduces daily more and more people to homelessness,; %
poverty, and unemployment for the future. : ,

{e) 8even soldiers l1ast night 'entered the Bible Teachers’ Training Sehool
for Women (Chien Ying Hsiang) and raped women. :

(7) Several refugee places reported soldiers coming in despite gendarmerie
notices, to searcn for women and money. ; : e

(8). The University Aerienltural Zconomics Compound (Hsiao T'ao Yuan) wes
roughly treated by soldiers last night, Wwho broke & large number of deors,
«Keys were taken away by soldiers two days ago, When they seized our servant
whom they have not released, & , o * ’ o :
{9) The University Sericulture Department was frequented by soldiers this
morning as usuval., One of: them, drunk, seizéd three persons as csrrisrs for
mine he hod stoler elsewhere, and fired his gun three times among the
crowded refugees whnile he was robpbing them. oo

(10) You will be dinterested to kxnow of the statement of a faithful employee
0of the Post Office that a large quantity of mdil has been opensd by stray
soldiers, with what damage we do not know. This mail, both domestic and
foreign, remained undelivered in the last days of fighting, and was stored
for safety in the Central Post Office (Ch'i Wang Chieh, Chien K'ang Iu)¢

These ‘itemg are only samples:mhich I have seen or have come directly

und ér my personal attention, They show that no resl disciplineg it being
enforeced. Many persons who have already lost by robbery all their money
and watches, are beaten by soldiers, e¢specially at might, because they
cannot gnewer demands for the same: : :

Decemper 25.

1l have tried for a couple of days to refrain from troubling you
further. However, many difficulties oecur every day, and today they
are worse than usual, New parties of stray soldiers without discipline or
officers are going everywhere stealing, raping and taking awsy women. Some
cases follow: ;
{ Just now soldiers foreibly entersd the Univereity and towsd away s

ok uced to supply rice to refugees. ' - :
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2). In our Sericulture Building alone there are on the average more than
en cagec per day of rape or of abducting women.
o) Our residences continue to be entered day and night by soldiers who
njure women and steal gverything they wish. This applies to residences
in-wmhich Americans .are now living, Jjust the same as to others.
(4) Soldiers freouently tear down the proclamgtions put up by your
military polics.
(5) This morning an American member of our staff was struck by an officer
who suddenly approached him and angrily tried to tear off the ari band
supplied by your Embassy.
(6) Other puild ings not mentioned above are daily enteéred several times
éach by soldiers who utterly disregard gour proclamations, looking for
woiien and for loot.
(7) Despite this disorder tcaused entirely by soldiere, we have no guard
whatever and no military police have been sent nesr us.

December 27. . (To the Otficers of the Japanese Hubassy)

Beginning more thean 'a week ago, we wers bromised by you that within
8 few days order would be restored by replacemsnt of troops, resumption
of regular discipline, inerease of military police, and so forth. Yet
Shame ful disorder continues, and we see HO Serious effort to stop it.

Let me give a few examples from University property close to you, with-
out covering all portions of the University.

(1) Yesterday afternoon a soldier cut the rope and took away the Amsrican
flag from our Rural lLeaders! Training School at Yin Ysng Ying and
Shanghgi Roads.

(2) Last night between e¢leven and twelve o'elock, a motor car with three
Japanese military men esixe to the main Uaiversity gate, claiming that
they were sent by headquarters to inspect. They foreibly prevented our’
watchmen from giving an alarm, and kept him with them while they found
and raped three girls, one of whom is only eleven years olds: One of the
girls they took away with them.

(&) Stray soldiers continue to seize men to work for them, eausing

fear and unnecessary inconvenience. Tor example, a soldier insiested
taking a worker from the Hospital yesterday, and ssversal of our own
servants and watchmen have been taken.

(4) Several of our residénces are entered daily by soddiers looking

for women, food and other articles. Twno housss Within one hour this
morning.,

Example (5) is from the Bible Teachers' Training School for Women,

Chien Ying Heisng, 8 place which hae suffered terribly from your soldiers
for a long time, and which I belisve Jou once promised to protect
especially -« but where no military policeman has appeared. Yesterday
seven different times there came groups of three or four soldiers, tacing
clothes, food and money from those who have some left after previous
lootings of the same type. They raped seven women, including s girl of
twelve, In the night larger groups of twelve or fourteen soldiers cams
four timee, and raped twenty women.

The life of the whole people is Ffilled with suffering and fear, all
caused by soldlers. Your officers have promised them protection, but
the soldiers every day injure hundreds of persons most seriously. A
few policemen help certain places, and ®we ars grateful for them.: But
that does not bring peace and order. Often it merely shifts the bad
acts of the soldiers to nearby buildings wheré there are no policemen.

Does not the Japanese Army care for its reputation? Do not Japanese
officers wich to keep their- public promiges that they do not injure the
common peoplef?




hile I have been mriting t le a soldier nas
;

7
a m@‘aq from one of our teache louses, and with:l

to let an American enter.

Many people now want to
becauce of rape, robbery,
night. Only serious efiurﬁe
real punishments, will be Y
is 8 little vetter, but it is still 41 gr&eeful afte
army terrorism. More than promiseés is now needed.

listress and anxiety,




	NMP0315a.tif
	NMP0315b.tif
	NMP0315c.tif
	NMP0315d.tif
	NMP0315e.tif
	NMP0315f.tif
	NMP0315g.tif

