Ping Tsang Hsiang,
Nankings

Mareh 13, 1938,
Le&r Harriet:~

At long last your letters have begun to come through to
us, I still think some of them are missing, as I believe you have yrobm
ably written us more letters then we have received, There is as yet no
regular mail service between Nanking and Shanghai, butbt the Ameriean and
British gunboats have been very good about taking mail and supplies for
us on their trips up and down. For about a month here in Nanking we were
cut off from the outside world exeept for an occasional opportunity to
send out mail through the Japanese imbassy, some of whose officials ocame
back soon affer the capture of the eity. This method of communigation,
however, was far from,s&tisfactory, ag one was never free to say what
one wanted to say. Since the Ameriocan imbassy staflf returned on January
6th, we haV of course been able to send out anyihing we wanted to through
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ahile we miss you very much, I an noﬁxgnwy glad for some
reasons that you are at home., I do not mean ”&;Vl?rxu 18 time for you %o
be at sechool at home. That is of course true, but what I am now thinking
of is/ the faot that 1 am glad you are spared all the strain and sorrow
that first hand contact with the situation out here would inevitably
bring to you. And most particularly I am glades that you oare spared the
pain of seeing the Nanking you knew and loved 1n its present plight. As
it is,you will always have a happy memory of the city with 1its thronged
end orowded strects, fuli of busy and for the most part happy people,
now so lergely burned, looted, end desolate. I do not want to exaggerate
the Picture. o Tsou Lu for example you would find just &s you left 1t.
“0 2lso &1l that area whlch was comprised in the gSafely Lone, the Univer-
sity and Ginling and all the rest., But the principsl business sireets,
add u Dzl Miso, where you used to go for New Year shopping, &re now a
gsad wreck. Aside from the main business streets "nu the southern section
of the ity, most of the shops and houses in the city proper are intact,
but *”ay have all of them been Eoited “ﬁny of them damaged, and the
great najority of theun are nnmnq‘ and desolate, The population of
thy eity shrank, before the il@ﬁﬁlnb, from & millidon to 200,000 and it
will probably be . a long time before the people will come bdﬁﬂg g0 the
A1hy wiil doubtless wear its deserted ¢o@%\fﬁ“ MEny o Gays mayne DY the
“f$ime you come back to China things will b re normel againt aAS least
let us hope 80, '

i said above that you would find Mo Tsou Lu today just as
it elways weg., That is not guite true, In one rQEQCU it is a reatly
‘'echanged. It is now one of the busiest strecets in the c¢ity! From havéng
been a rather guiet street, it is now daily 1ined on both sides of the
street with an extensive curb market. Wang-si-fu says you c¢&n now buy .
enything you want in front of our house! There are two explanations of
this. Iirst when the people were compelled the early part of February .
to move out of the Safety Zone, the shops that had uycred in ll%ul& temw
porary quarters along Shanghai Hoad moved, nmany orf uﬂmﬂ, Just sou L

long Mo Tsou Iu., The other explanation is that most of what is ﬂOw being
on the streets, aside from occagional food stalls, is salyaged stogk
former stores and shops. This is offered in & Kkind ol curb marke$
whatever it will bring. What scehs a busy sbreet 15 really an evis=
dence of the extent to which the normal “‘life of the ¢ity has Dbeen upset.

; 4th lots of love j7 Y,
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