¢ Ping Tsang Hslang,

Hanking.
lareh O, 1938,
Lear Binag~

My letter of yesterday was almost entirely about the inner
men; and I am sorry that I did not have time to 4dd to that letter be~
fore mailing it the things 1 had intended to add., But I shall take advan-
tage of the fact that we have another mail this week $o say some of the
things now that 1 wanted to say yesterday.

You maty be interested Vo know how the Zroup of us here who have
gone through the last few months together have divided the tasks that
had to be done be®ween us. Luring the last two weeks or so, befiore the
fighting became acute around Henking but during the time when the
wolnded were coming ih by the thousand over the Shanghai-Nanking Rail-
way, John Magee and irnest Forsiter, who hés succeeded Billy Roberts here,
did yeoman serviece for the wounded men at the Hsiakwan station. They
spent long hours there, both day and night, especially at night, for
during the last few days the trains bringing the wounded tried to run
at night so as to avold as fer as possible the denger of being bombed.
Mrs., Twinem wes also a member of the group that worked &% the station.
Somtimes they worked all night, or at least so0 much of it that little
was left before the dawn. lkiagee and Forster both lived a% Hsiakwan, s0
it was natursl for them $o as: ume responsibvility for this wounded sol-
dier work, but as I look back upon it, I fear the rest of us lef$ them
with a load that was really heavier than their Jjust share. When it
beocame impossible %o live longer at Hsiakwan, John end Forster moved
into the Safety Zone, and %ook over Hansen's house and one or two others
and looked after a group of refugeeg there, These were largely their
own chureh pecople or some others that had in some way been entrusted to
thelir oare.

in the early days of the photracted development of the safety
Zone, Searle, Lewis, and 1 carried most of the responsibility. There
weére endless conferences and discus.ions wilh Chinese enu roreign
friends; with the imbassies, and with Chinese officials. Searle and I
"spent” one air rald in ¥The Mayor's dugout; one of the few really first
class dugouts I have been in during all of the air-raid peried. The
Mayor had a telephone in his dugout, so that while we were incarcerated,
80 to speak, we gould eall up our friends and tell them of our where=-
abouts. Heal chairs to git in oo in this dugout were a luxury not to
be found in most places of refuge in the city. Besides the conferences
necessary in Nenking, there was the telegraphic correspondence alse
with the Japnese in Shanghai, which took no little time and thought, 0Of
@ll the things which I have enjoyed in the last few months, and in spite
of all the tragedy there have beon some things that one c¢ould énjoy, it
wes this batile of wits with the Japanese - and we didn't come off
segond best in thet either! kvery time the Japsnese gave us an ineh, we
took an ell, and we finally landed, with the help of others, the safety
one! »

Onee the establishment of the Zone became a certainty, we were
of course faced lmmediately with & host of practical tasks. Provision
had to be made for housing the people. Food had %o be brought.in. A




staff had %o be buils up almost over night. Plans made for finencing
the work, et cetera. Moreover %o make 1%t all the more 3ffieult, while
the Mayor and his group were urging us io tgke over thie and jthat
before we were really ready to do 80, the ﬁilitarg simply would not
move out their troops with that promptness’ which we had & right teo
€xpect whon they agreed to the establishment of the Zone. In addition
%00 these Preparations had to be made in the midst of war ¢onditions,
with constant air raids, and with the Chinese soldiers in their lagt
feverish preparations for defence or retrveat resdy to take over any
truck shey felt they could get to use in their service. Rigaes helped
with the housing., Sone end Kroeger worked on getting in supblies. Fiteh
ran the office, Sperling aeted ans inspector, trying to get the Chinese
military out of the Zone, He was. slac inatrumental’iﬁ~geﬁtiﬁg the
salety Zone flags pul up around the borders of the Zone. We mist have
made flags by the hundred literally, The bill for this item alone was
000 and the money was not wasted either,

Trimmer, Wilson, Miss Bsuer and Miss Hynds were of course at the
Hospital. lost of the Chinese staff went away in the last hectic rush
out of Nanking., WeAid not @pbrove of their g€olng as they did, but later
when we sew $hat they might have suffered a%t the hands of the Japanese
had: they remained, we were naturally much more reconelled to their
départure, MNeCallium has served the Hospital as Business Hanager during
all this period, and he has been most useful in that capacity, Miss
Vautrin has of course been ocoupied with the refugee work at Ginling
argest camps with

all of the time, fhis has been all along one of our ls
% popuiation ranging at different times from around 3,500 10 nearly
S

10,000, We have Jokingly told Minnie that Ginling has had nore students
this winter than ever before in its history. The big buildings thers
and the large extent of the ompus has made it an 1deal Place for a
relief camp., S0 alsc with the University, and I might add with the Sems

inary and the Bible Teachers fraining sehool too,

in addition to those above mentioned there were three others who
have been quite a help to us, One German, one Austrian, and one young
White hussian, Hatgy and Zial helped wish the trucks, &nﬁmEgﬁﬁhi?ﬁi§i£TWMf
SVHETWISe Known as Uaiag.maée'hi&381f"g@ngfaily useful., Two other Gare
went through the siege with us, Mr. Hempel and up, <andig, but
I'oumer was toov much Oceupied with his own busi 58 and the latter
00 04id to bake museh part in our work, Unfortunately ur, Hempelds
488% Chung shan Hoad, was burned after the

Yor the first two or three weeks after the occupation of the
elty the major efforis of all of us were gentered on trying to miti-
g8%¢ 1n sueh ways as we ¢ould the treatment which the Japanese were
according to the people. Our relier Problems were alsc mede nore dif«
ficult by the fact that during this period one hardly dared to leave
8 C8r or a truck unguarded by a foreigrar for even a Tew minutes, lest
the Jepenese make away with it. One or another of ug hsd to aegompany
€very load of food or fuel that Was moved, and were even obliged to
Gccompany the goolies that We used %0 and from their lodgings, lest
they too be molested. In those days relief work had to be gombined with
Police duty.

With all my love %o you and Angide, Pe
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