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' the eity Treely without furiher fighting, Moreover we had had a tele~-
wiram about & week before this from Tokyo which indicated thet Japan
might not be averse to the ldea of a truee at Nanking. This messege
came t0 us through one of the lLmbagsies -~ hot our own < but very
dir&mtly, and was inceed one of the principel reasons why we were
ready to ds what we oould to effect & truce, The message did not use
the word "truce” but it did elearly indicate that it wes the intention
¢f the Japanese, il poselible, "to save the 0liy....ivee Life and prGp-
erty of fora‘"‘;:a and. pesceful Chinese pwpula*ier of Panking." It
WO fw? ber stetca that "Japan hopes thet the Chinese GobBernment, per-
26t by Foreign Powers, will spare the uayita* from becoming & battle~
Yo t&ak %bis uﬁlﬁ s Um being sineere, and 1t probably was,
P tg at i not justify lts tenor asv leagt go
goncerned. Nor indecd wag its tenor
events proved; oven 1n regerd 1o Toreign
'fieials who were responsible for the
her for the gtatements contained therein, were sinceve,
to doubt, Bub be that as 1% may, %he spituastion on Sun=
_ h was thig. There was 1o offivial cnswer from Japan
~“ﬂﬂer:1, and Chisng Kaileshek had also appurently fSurned it
though Tang's hezdgquarterz insisted that he would be emdx surely
y to agree to it if he reelly understood the sotual military situ-
L in end around Nanking. sven I Chleng did nolb spprove, Tang head
8 eh the point where he was ready 10 approve anu arrange a
n responsibility. This was & serious malter, but he was
%, This was fthe situstion when Tang's seeretaries lelt us
uwuur%vra W0 Teport. All these negotiations were going
niment of air raids end artillery fire. it was a rather

it

¥ 114l men ded gone, ve get about plang Tor going out
between the 11 with the propesed flag of truce, e knew there was
no chence for any messges 50 come dn by radio from either Chiang or
the Japsnese, go that the only thing to do was t0 go oul between the
Iines. This lr. Sperling, one of the Cerman members of our Committee
offered to dos 48 & Uermen, and 6 baohelor, #n. without any close
, i% rﬁa”iy seemed thet% he was the pight man to go.
) of 2 similey sort of thing at the time of
But none the less it was good of him, 3
n@nuily to go. The next question wasg, where
ina piecu sufficiently large t0 make a flag, or
ruge, for the plangwas to heve A large white banner
ehardcters on 1% “Don't shoot. 1 kant to talk with
ortant hessage.” There was no white oloth to be had,
back to Ying Testng Hsilang, ﬁat one of the few sheets 1 had
you at Xuling, snd took it back 1o our office &t Finghei
the requisitc Japanese ocharecters were wriﬁ%aﬂ on the sheet.
gheet yets It was too lates Almost beOPre the sheet was dry
¢bu1wuﬂ,wa%€wmsgmgﬁ auaﬁ 05 ;iiqgg thﬁﬂ it 3?5 iV’Qﬁ %aﬁ@
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