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Dear Family,
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s has been at least a month since 1 wrote to any of yéu,
so now 1 am ng to try to tell the tale of our lives during that time
and send carbon coples to the different households.
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I am not going to try to tell you the story of the develop-
ment of the war except as 1t touched us personally, for 1 know that you
get the mews in the home papers often before we get it here. Up to
about the first of Lecember things went along very calmly with us in
Kuling snd we were even hopeful that we might be able to stay there all
winter. However with the fall of Shanghai and the rapid advance of the
afmies towards Nanking things began to look more serious for those of
4s fsrther up fiver, I was in communication with Plumer up to the 4th
of December. 1 even had a telephone conversation with him on the
morning of the 30th of November, but after that the line was broken,
and after the 4th we did not get any letters through at all. “rom then
on we depended entirely upon the radio for all news from the outside.
Over the radio we got the word of the fall of Hanking, and then of the
sinking of the Panay. [Ihose were indeed black days for the four women
on &uling who had husbands in Nanking - Eva McCallum, Ruth Trimmer,
Mardie oOmythe and me. "e did not xnow whether the men has stayed in
the city or were on the Panay, and in either case we did not know what
their fate was. Lvery one was most kind, and brought us every scrap of
pews that came, and finally on the 16th of December we got the word
that they were not on the ~anay, and that all of the foreigners left
in Nanking were safe. This was sent to us through the American Embassy.
#e still Eunew nothing of what was happening in Sanking, but at least we
knew that the men were safe, and nothing else secemed to matter much.
Vou all know the story of the sinking of the Fanay, and some of you
may even have seen the plctures that were taken, and sent home SO care-
fully guarded. The story of what has happened  in Nanking from the
15th of ~ecember even until now has not yet been told in its entirety,
snd it will make revealing if nct very pleasant reading when it does
reach the world.

But I am now telling only our perscnal odyssey. On the
19th of *eccember Mr., Allgeood told us that he no longer felt that he
ould carry the res onsibility of keeping the American school open
Kuling, because as long &s the school stayec other people would
ay, and the situation was such that it was probably most unwise for
a large group to remain there. Added to this fact the school was
punning short of coal and supplies, and of course it was all but im-
nossible to get anything sent up. Ther8fore school was closed, and
an internaticnal committee Dbegan at once to make arrangemnents for
etting the people safely away from Kuling. Our only way out was via
Hankow to Hongkong, and that meant that we had to have some sort of .
cuarasntee that the road was not to be bombed during the two days that
fthe train was en route. 411 this meant much negotiation with both
Chinese and Japanese authorities, and took more time thaf\ we had at
first thought that it would. When we first began to pack we thought
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that we would leave Kuling before Chrisimas snd leave iankow on Christ-
mas day. However as 1t turned out we had Christmas at school, and it
was a very pleasant and fairly normal scrt of Christmms everything
considered. There were few gifts, and thoze few of the wvery simplest
as the Kuling shops had 1ittle to offer, there were no cards, snd :
no gay parties. Still we had one nice party for the children on Chrisfa
mas eve, with a Santa Claus and & tree, and small gifts and apples and
pop cprn balls for refreshuments, and on Christmes day we had a very
lovely service and Christmas music, and a Christmas dinner tco, not

such as we would have in pormal times but «<till very niece. VYf course
Kuling in a lovely plzce and there was SOlIE snow to make it look like
Christmas, so altogether it was 2 very nice Christmas., “e would all
nave been very hapopy to styy - had that peen wise or indesd possible.

The boat that came down from dankow to take us back up there
was to leave Kuikiang the afternoon of the 27th, SO scme of us went
down on the 26th znd other went the 27th. The problem of ecolies and
chairs was & very real one, SO 1t seemed best to divide the groub. HoweveV
everyone got down safely with no special difficulties, and on the after-
noon of the 27th about 130 of the hsuling community d@tarted for dsnkow.

#e left about 6o people there - those who for various reasons felt it
pest to stay. The boat was Very sorwded of course, and the noise was €
terrific, but we were rezlly aquite comfortable, and had an uneventful
trip to “ankow. There we had to see about passports, baggage, fond,

end train accommodations. {here was an international train arranged
for, and we had special guarantees that it would not be attacked, SO

we felt fairly safe, thouch I must say that promises made by a clvilian

- group have not 31luays. been regarded DY the military. However w all i
zot our tickets, and food for the trip as the diner was not to be relieJ£
upon, and left flankow for Hongkeong on the morning of the 30th of December
The Kuling party was only a part of the entire group, as other from
Kuikiang and Henkow joined us, so there were about %00 sltogether, of

all nationalities, except “hinese. ihe understanding was that 1t was

a trsin for nemtrasls, SO ne Chinese except a few amahs for amall bables
were allowed aboard.

The train was crowdad to capagity, and all of us had all the
hand baggage we could manage for we had becn told that we could have al-
most no checked bazgage, £0O altogether the two days we were en route
were rather ones to be endured than to be enjoyed. Still it was 8ll
most interesting, snd one part of the trip especially was Very lovely.
we made good time all the way to Canton, then got Behind our schedule
a bit, but finally reached hongkong about eleven o'clock on New ‘ear8s
day. e found the city already crowded with refugees, and accommoda-
tions very limited and poor, oF emceedingly expensive and even then
1imited. Angie and I went to a refugee camp that was housed in a
tish schocl, or rather in the building that had formally been used by
sz sehool. There lif'e was of the simplest - camp style in every detail.
Wwe slept on camp cots, six or eight in a room, and there was liter-
ally nothing else in the room but the camp cots, not even chairs for the
first few days though we did manage to get those later. “e had to gO
up and down fifty steep step every time we left our room, and &s there
was no water on our level we had to mzle the trip many times a day. Ye
bathed in mat sheds without any heat, we brushed our teeth over the
common drain, and ate our oranges around the common garbage pail on
the village green as we named it. The food was adequate in guantity,

put being British consisted almost entirely of meat and potatoes - plain




boiled potatoes, three times a dgy, SO Qngie feels that she never wants
to see another potato. <+ never saw a pkece of fruit the whole time

i was there except the oranges that + bought for myself. ©Still we sur-
vived even that, and stayed wegl, which is more that some of our friend s
were able to do in better quarters. : ‘there was & 1ot of flu in Hankow
when we were there and a lot more in Hangkong, so thirteen of our bHu-
ling group went to the hospital. "e were 1in Hongkong nine days be-
fore we could get a2 boat to “hanghal, and we made the most of ocu time
seeing the sights. ihe weather there was wenderful, cold mornings and
evenings, but lovely and sunny in the middle of the day. “e wore coats
most of the time, but only light ocnes in the middle of the day. HMosg
of you kuow that the Hongkong harbor in considered one of the most
beautiful in the world, =nd the whole coutry around there is lovely. " e
were driven around the New lerritdépies, we went across the bay numbers
of times from the Kowloon te the Hongkong side, we went up the Peak,

out to “epulse Say, hed a grand “hinese Cantonese feast with Lossing
Buck, went to ‘the “athedra and saw several good movies, and did a i
very little shopping. *=s T look back on it * wonder where all the time
went, but &+ gsecmed to be busy at the time, and really enjoyed it all.
When the time came 4 reaily hated to leave the warm sunny climate of
Hongkong and come intc the dreary cold of vhanghai in January. How-
ever Angie had to go to school and 1 hoped too that in Shanghal i would
be able to get in touch with ¥lumer. femember that aside fpom the mere
faet that + knew he was safe 1 had had no word from him at all since t
the 4th of “ecember.

S0 we tcok the first passage we eculd get - the Lonte Blan-

AuMEnO - Te:vin. bHergkong January l0th and reachihg here the 13th,
having spent the best part of the 12th ocubkside the bar waliting for

the tide to bring us in. Here again we were fortunate in having very
good accommodations and we had a good trip. The italians do not seem

to be very efficient in hendling baggage, and so landing was rather
wectic. #*here was no one at the customs jetty to meet me, SO 1 had to
tackle the mountain of baggage and dig out my own and get an examinaer
to pass me through customs. {4 had gotten everything pretty well in
nand when “r. #Walline from the “hina Council office showed up and helped
with the last bits. He then told me that <+ wss 1o go to #rs, Arthur
Young'!s home until i could make some permanent living arrangements. Those
of you who know HMrs, Yfoung know now very lucky we were to have her
lovely home as ours even for a brief time. So here we are, and here

we are staying for awhile. +~r. Young is in Hankow with the Ministry
of Finance, and the children are all in America, so Nellie May is here
alone, and wanted someone to share this big house with her. When she
heard that * was coming she asked that + be sent to her, and of course
Angie and + are very happy to be here,

%e zot in on Thursdayy Jan. 12th, and on épiday morning +
went up to the school to get Angle started. ~he did not actualily go
to classes till *“onday, but we got allthe preliminaries done on fri-
day. Late d1hursday evening 4 had a telephone call from #rs. #orris
at the school asking me to take a class in arithmetic. L told her 4
would do it and arranged to go up the next morning to talk it over
with her. Llhe pesult is that I have taken the seventh grade arithme-
tic, two divisions, and one conference period a day, making two hours
that I sm teaching esch morning. I don't seem to be able to keep out
of the elass room, even in a year like this one when + really have no




personal respons pility for keeping a sehool going as I have in Nan-
king. However 1ike to teach and am glad to have some definge work

to do that + fec n do, for otherwise my time would go into
something else that 4+ may not do S well as teaching. I started 1in
teaching on lMonday =nd Angie started to school that same, day, SO

now we are well into & rezular routine. 1 am afraid thﬁ*ﬁngie is
going to find the beginnings a 1ittle difficult as she does not Know
meny pecple here, and sloo L fear that the duling school was not the b
best preparation for her work here., <+ am glad that + canbe here with
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ner znd help her get startbed.

Shanghai 1s very crowded with refugee from all the cities in
the oceupied areas, so 1t is very difficult to find a place to live.

ihe American school 1s not running & boarding department this yvear;
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put has let the Trooms ordinarily used for this department out tTo a
refugee committee who are running a sort of communistic boarding house.
dzny of my friend .¢ there, and + could have a room there if L wanted
it, but I had & fall mount of #nstitutionsl {fe ~ in the “uling
school, ant would ¥ er have my own place 1f D¢ i think it
is going to be po3 ble ~. Mrs. foung wants to give up this big

i 1l in it, and take ¢ 11 apartment until the
w#ill be going to smerics The present plan

&
L]

house &as she
suymmer, whenshe thini e

ts this, “Bhe 15 g o the house the

up the things that she expects tc tak e tC e jea, and furnishing an
apartment which we found the other day with what she has left. ‘hen

she is going away to #nkor for a month, and sngile and I are to have T
the apartment. “hen she comes bac we will all three be there togethef
tillshe goes heome, and after that 1 will either continue on there

or 26~ intothe sepool, or rind '@ ahesper apartments vf--eourse - if

in the meantime she decided not to go heome Wwe #ill make some sort of
adjustment when she comes peck. Put in any case + am very comfortably
and conveniently housed fof the next two months, and in the meantime
can be looking about for something that 4 could afford for a per—
manent thing. I expect to be in Shanghai till the end of the school
year anyway. ©“fter thet I simply do nct know where we will Dbe.

i have had no mail from sny one for W cks and weeks, so I
5
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feel completely cut Oil from all of you, 12l got letters fom
Plumer scon after L got to “hanghai. 1 do not feel that * can repeat
mueh of #nhat he has sent me here. Some day we will find a safe
channsl for such news. de 1S well,he says, and very pusy. I ' had
hoped that he would be able to come dowr here soon but he seems to
think therc no chance of that for some time to come. He has sent
me letters > mail to ™ary and Harriet, and in them 1 suppose he
tells what he dares O trust to the mails. 1 am SO anxious toc hear
from all of you, but i fear that much mail has been lost and that +
will never get the letters that have been sent during the last few
weeks, if indeed any have been sent. After you get this please write
to me in shonghai, not “anking. There is no postal connection between
Nanking and the outside world, and has not been since the vz panese
entered the city, and no one knows how long it will be pefore it is
re-ecsgablished. The sddress of the apartment we have taken 1is

Apt. 16, 346 Foute Cohen, Shanghai. “ngthing that has & reasonable
chance of getting here by April 1st could be sent to that address.
After that 1 hardly know what address to give, though + suppose the
best would be C/o American School, 10 Ave. Petain. 1 will be there
every day whether 1 move up there to live or not. Tnat would be more
conveniefit than the of fice address down town as i never go there un-
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less T just must. <1he main thing is Plezse Write., 1t is terrible not/
to bear from any one. “he last letters L have had from any of you
were written before November, or rather about the first of Lovember.

2
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our wanderings, but will serv

This 13 the Dbarest
There s mo time now to tell

tc bring yot up to dete cp our tim
of all the changes that we se everywhere, of the calls that
some to us -everyday for Lelp © il 46 53 the sad - sad - plight of

many of our friends, and of the ¢ Ve ove so dearly. Lvery one in
Shanghal is busy with some sort of s1ief work, and ¢©f course ~ &m already
getting in on some of that worlk. vhat the end will be, cor how it will

s ifaect our futurée work I do net hknow. OUne day al a time.,
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I hepe you sre aill weg 8 how * hore that & will gel

gomeé word from some of you

Dear

I hagen't heard from any one in &merica since some time
early in December when 4 got a letter from you dated about the end of
October and one from my home dated  Nov.2. <+ have not heard from
Harriet since a bare paragraph which she wrote Uot,14th and which reached
me 4n Decegber. #ail sent to “anking is probably gone. Do.not. ..send =
anything theee, either for me or for *lumer. -t simply will not Dbe
delivered. Theve is nothing there. Most of the city has been burned,
and there is no postal connection with the outside world at all.

I will be here till into Yune anyway, SO better send everything here.

. ihere is a boat tomorrow so + am anxious to get these letters
off then. 1 hope you are all well, and 1living a more normal life

than has been my lot for the last few weeks. Please chare this 1let-
ter with anv members of the family who mgy be interested. i am sending

a copy to “Harriet and one to my home.

Much love,
a s
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