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This artiele is written on Armistice Day. To say nothing of
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the troubles of the rest of the world, in China alone boubs and shells
and the refmorseless grind of economie ruin are operating asctively in

& million syuare miles of territory and sre injuwing & puch wider range.
gne of the largest scocieties of the world, which had justi compieted

the most promising decade in its mudern life, ls broken ou the wieel

of military imperialism. The evil and the sulfering already wrought
mount to an obscene grandeur.

Recent weeks have seen the capture of ilankow after & long, wevere

sign merked by the lavish use of Japanese alry and navael power in
upport of the army. Although the Chinese effort wes in many ways
ereditable, it was also merked by gross imeptitude &t several eritical:
points. How Ranchang, Changsha, Uhosi or even lcheng on the Yeangize
and possibly Sien are the dmueddate objects of scavieriug arives by
the Japanege Torees in Central . il ip presumed that the Lhinese
will defend ceniral and western Hunan, vesldérn lupel, and Shensi, with
gousiderable vigor; though at this m the Japstiese are pusiing a-
nead repldliy southd and west ol Haukow The sudden fTeli of Canton isg
not yet explicable. The circumstanges gertainly show pour staflfl work,
but hardly treason. Baval pressure on the cosst eontinues, and ouly
spall trickKes of goods or mail san now enter China from the esst except
in the ogoupied territories. Aly attacks heve resched the iimense
renge of Xumming (Yunnanfu), Chengtu, and Lanchow. The numbeyr of
gommunities bombed must now be counted well inte the thousands.

The Japanese military sucgecs is highlylimpressive, and must be
not be underrated. Jnly tentacles ol the Chinese railway sysiem re-~
main in the hands of the Chinese Government, and & large ifraction of
the trunk mileage is in metive service for the military snd egonomic
benefdt of Japan. The transler of industriel and commercial resources,
where suen have not been destroyed, is enormous; end in any case only
& minoy fraction remaine in the hunds of "Free China®. on the oiher
hendy it lg plein that the vast aress away from pein lines of communica=
tion, even elosge to the main military centers of the cegupied territory,
are still independent, It oan be sald that Japan holds most of chinas
in & yualified sensej or thet Chinese officisle still rule most of it
or that nelther eide can make effective use of the country as & whole.

ihdre are some hLidnts of peace~talk inforeign gircles and among
Japanese g¢iviXian interesta. Japan would of c¢ourse like to out the
%8 ue soon as possibley but not to eome short of full gZrasp of the
prise, wnen I suggested to a Japanese friend that his desire for
sere with~
drawn, ke replied: it our generals think the Chinese armies would
gome right back into these territories.” What ean be said to such
analysis of the problen?

_4Ahe Japanege leaders seom to feel that their announced terms are
rgaliy generous and essily 1o be accepied by right-minded Chineses (1)
ebandon all elements of anti-Jajanese poliey (which seems in fact to
mean the giving up of independent life and the full & geeytance of Japan~
?S?’mﬁﬁu"méﬁt}§ gﬂj cooperate economigslly with Japan snd danchoukuo
\whieh means turning over resources, teriffs, ourrency, banking, and
communications to Japanese gonirel for the jrimery reference to Japanese
%@qﬂ%fﬁm%ﬂﬁﬁéjv{QB sign the Anti~Comintern Fact (which means putting sll
Foreign relations in Japanese hangds, and justifies in advance the use of
all Chinese resourges against Russia)




It is not possible here to cite ihe militbry and journalistie

gtatements which T VF”. the Lru? tpmfer of dominstion because they
are not carefulily, ﬁﬁ for foreign cum%umytiwu. The declarations
aboutl garrisons &nv eeoﬂ,win exploitation are sufficient support in
words for the process whigh 18 everywnere bverV€a in the ogcupied
areas, snd for which .ianchoukuo is a y&fti@l precedent, Under thesc
circumstances it is not surprising that ihe Chalnese lesders and all the
artigulate yubll@ that is free to speak is i@tfrmzmcd to resist, even
if in despair. There is nothing to lose, and always the possibility
Qf gecuring better terms than abject submission. Chinese morale

seems Lo have stoocd well enough the first shock of the full of Canton
ﬂnd Hunkow, though the cowbimation of the two, when tae former wds un~
pipected, was a severe tesi, But ipevitably tne course of military
events has flgttened the nopes of those in the ocdupled areus, and
pust have inercasing effeet in the west, AT it oonutinucs on pregent lines

outlook is something as fdkiﬁ%ﬁ: The digpersed
Japaneve campalgns in the west and southwest resemble the unthlnking
¢harges ol *;’“1“ son bHe eneny vherever he may be Tound. But they
gan, whd Buua bl :'2“ 7“ gourse of time, base thelr program upon
defense '? J?“' gitice silway lines, cosnt and nevigeble rvivers, ocon-
fident that the Chinese Hpblaha¢ interaests will not l@num@ akble to
cegoureces material and Lritual fo take the offensive against
”inUf f“* Lfie hands arnies consistently vigtorious. in
3 GOE Campeaih m&,x,; guickly take a new turnm, i
“iiniea for which some preparation is a&Jarﬁnt,
ctie the feeble, oplim~gmoxing pupyclis as a
Chine, and dragoon them into signing & peace treaty whie
forws of law to military conguest and economic domination,
g@ag;blv even Lo burn wits contempt the tern ira "
Treaty ¥ pan gounts upou tase
meined witi American %LLllb* gE b1 “'T‘ &@mﬁﬂ%i&l
ae Devil if he paye cash®); upon Dritish préoccupa-
the seening weskness of Russlag and upon the Gutv*rd cordial~
§5% .’.E";i%?w -»a-lwu'v&.ihl and ma.ﬂqtiqﬁwkn

i

lhgi g ﬁdium? Anr optimistiec wview, stilli-strengly held in
‘  Blaswhere, believes ituul tue Lhinese cempslign is
and that the far-extended Jupenege Torees willi be in~
QAVMU;GQ Yy aviacxs frou il sugles in moblle warfare, gar*
upoun the long lines of gommunicaiicns. A view of lesse
inly wpon guerilla enterprises and iocgel G?&uﬂl&&ti@ﬂ
greas, to render the Japanege enterprise unprofitable
gompidetion, expeoting ultimately an e eonc e and
; on the Japanese slde, A third view, #s desgaib-
‘@r; failure, believes that the puppet ”rﬁlxc& will
Bl {;wt‘cs ctunlily ai.ial.uvzm, gervante; i :
d deal thatl ls Chinese; until & gew era dawns
clher Jeyancee eirisis. bwents thug Tor 8re dark.

i : rou . ged to dire u ¢oneider~
g dis »:vAi“l‘ﬂl M e v 50 iitics, it gho } be only
introauos 4).1”11 furiher NEg on egononig and d;er ;rcbl&&a’
‘ %‘i»&’vu international conn 'Cl?aiduu; with the Sino«d: nege gon-
¢ : latier geem ¢ r distingtly miﬂﬁr, :

Sutes




	NMP0289a.tif
	NMP0289b.tif

