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National unity, a modern army system, newg-style equipment, all were ac-
complishments too slight and too recent, not yet adequate to the grinding
gtrain of ruthless attack by a great power, one understands the frank
remark of the Japanese official: "One element of our Army decided that
Chisng's Government was growing stronger and might a few years later be
able to stand against ug; so they picked a quarrel last summer and brought
on the war at this time." The Japanese effort has proved much more dif-
ficult and costly than the national leaders hoped, but the considerable
triumph of force is plain to all who ¢can gee.

Ag the sttack upon Hankow Bathers power, "Free China" is pushed more
and moye to the gouth and wegt. Degpite serious problem s of internal
coordination, there isstill morale and organization able to plan and o
work for a long struggle. There aré plenty of men with ordinary military
training, though the logses in technicians and in experienced fighters are
not eaeily replaced. An imporbant, though not tbemendous stream of sup=-
plies isg still flowing from Hongkong and Indo~China. But only a fragment
of the former e conomic development remains unharmed in Chinese hands, and
feverish efforts in the crude Southwest cannot make a modern industrial
gystem overnight. Russian ald and activity has been insignificant.

The trende of the situation for the near future may be suggested in
the form of four possibilities: (1) continued Japanesge advance, resulting
in the conguest of all China save the extreme west and southwest, and the
gslow but steady success of controlled governments -- a more difficult and
ponderous Manchoukuo;  (2) limitation of Japanese advance to Hankow, or
at nmost to Changsha, plus possible further action on the southern coast,
to be followed by a long period of holding the lines against Chinese count-
er-gtrokes, with the expectation of eventual Chinese yielding under the
terrible pressure; 93) gimllar to the foregoing, bubt with Japsnese wil-
lingness to make somé compromiged because ol accumulating costs, diffieult-
jes in the funetioning of the pyppet governments and other organizational
problems, and the imminence of the destined invasion of Siberia; (4)
Japanese weakening due to overextension of forcés, and a measure of Chinese
military and politleal recovery based on current improvementas.

The gecond possibility would appear to be the most likely, with the
third alse to be considered carefully.. It may be that my viewsls affect-
ed by local experience, and that it does not adeguately appreciste Chinese

rallies in the west and southwest.
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