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H the sltuation in Yanlkting has lmproved by comparison with

hegenmber, January, and early February,
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Srunken soldliers attempt to rape & ehild of nine,if juring her

geverely. ‘xat@r, one of the group tries to conceal the affair by
giving the narents three dollarg with a threatening order against taking
the c¢hild to g hosnital

Late one evening, two soldlers enter a houseée thrmugh a window,
and find themselvas in the room of a woman more than fifty yesrs old.
the refuses thelr demands for young women, and says that she will noti-
Ty the officer in a nearby headduarters. A the old woman starts out,
the poldiers kill her with stabg in the face and breast.

Soldiers and ronin enter a cloth shop at night, bind the five
men sand women of the family, and remove geveral hundred dollars’ worth
of eloth and caph, the entire weans of livelihood for a considerable
groun of peopla. In “he morning the victims report %o a high police
officer, who judielously warns then "pon't get too exeited aboub this,
or the Japanese may burn your plase down," e was a man of experie

néen soldiers order a man of meventy years to carry burdens for
them, he does n't move with slacrity. g0 they breakx his arm with a
rifle-hbutt, 1@éving the bone sticking out through the flesh.

is thig Bushlido? Is this the spread of lmperial virtue upon
the nainland? Do higher Jespanese offlelals care how the “wm&ifiﬁﬂhiﬁﬂ”
of the Far East ig carried cuty

There will be no improvenent ﬁﬁi&ﬁﬁ and until the eriminal ele~
sent 8 in certain branches of the Japanese pervicers are torn ﬁui. Unless
and untll) the higher authorities put some responsible people in Nanking,
with agffiéi&nt honour and backbone to egtablish preventive controls

%o make them steadily effective. Inless and until 1t is made both

gafe and worth while for the families of the murdered and the maimed and

the raped to report prountly to ecompetent officinls.
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