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REPORT ON UNDERSTANDING OF JAPAN'S POLICIES IN CHINA,
with especial reference 1o Concepts Reiterated in
Propaganda. '

Procedure: With the help of dependable Chinese friends, invaﬁd
near a large city of East China, 80 persons of varying occupations,
ages, and degrees of education, were asked the following guestions:

l. What is "The New Order in Esst Asia”?

2., Who is China's "Good Neighbor" (the term publicized and some=-
times required by the Japanese in reference to themselves)?

3. What is meant by "Cooperation with Japan"? (Some of the ques~-
tioners used the common version of "Economic Cooperation" sas
the key term). ,

4, What does Japan want in China?

* & * * # * # ® # S

I. WHAT IS THE NEW ORDER IN EAST ASIAY?

Nineteen persons stated that they did not know, ineluding
three of some education; a number of vague or confused answers
were also thrown out as impossible to classify or report.

Although one might expect from a grent many persons either
a cautious or & parrot~like repetition of words and phrases used
by Japanese agents, as indicating the meaning of the novel term,
the actual angwers were astounding in two respeets: First, in
that the actual experience of many persons welled up so strongly
in resentment and distress, ag t0 displace all thought of words
and formal concepte by a report of what they have suffered and
are suffering under the Japanese Army. Second, in that many per-
gsong, parficularly the educa fed, understand by "The New Order"
not & politicel situation, but the new manners snd customs forced
upon them by the bayonet - bowing and doffing the hat to sentries,
showing passes and varied certificates in order to pass through
the city gates, deferring in all points to Japanese. Often
these two types of answers were combined, because & recital of
murder, rape, robbery, burning, confiscetion, exclusion from
normal work, and so on, included the ever~detested indignity of
required "courtesy" and of imposed petty controls, as part of the
hated new conditions. Thirty~four persons gave answers of the
types mentioned in this paragraph.

Twenty~three persons said plainly that the New Order means
Japanese rule.,

Five said that the New Order means the exclusion of white
persons from Hast Asia; two said that it means opposition o
communism; two said that it means opposition to Chiang Kai-shek,.
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Comment: In view of the daily repetition of the main
term in every publication, on the radio, in every speech, for
more than & yesr, it is remarkable that more fthan 26% of the
persons questioned had no sscertsinable idea of 1ts meaning.
Only nine answersg, Or 11%, comprised ideas which the Japanese
have lavishly tried to get scross (and these answers, of
course, do not imply sgreement or approval ~-- merely com-
prehension). Better than four in ten hed in mind only their
herd lot at the hands of the Japanese; while an additional
three in ten (nesrly) also understood and stated, less con-
cretely snd drametically, that the New Order meant rule by
Japan.

Hote: On this question and others & few answers were com-
pound in such & manner that they are most fairly reported under
two headings; thus the apparent total of answers slightly ex~
ceeds the number of persons answering.

Examples:

(Farmer) "The Japanese have come. That's the New Order."
(Farmer~laborer) "There is no order now. Arbitrary
oppression and interference with daily work."”
: (FPormer shoemaker, now peddling) "I do not understand the
meaning. I only know that now I cannot make & living."”
(Gardener) "Rice last year at this time was $7.20, now

it is $22.16".

(Literate Landowner) "Thig is the New Order! Extreme
prices, no freedom, undignified freatment. Our life is not
our own." :

( Property-holding tescher) "It means conditions we have
never bhefore had to endure: high prices; restricted fravel;
excessive and arbitrary sesrches; boom in prostitution, begging,
and opium; menipulation of our money; elevation of the worst
elements in Chinese sociefy.”

(Bducated landowner, gentry elases) "It means that the
Chinese are no longer a free people. Ve sre under complete
gubjection,”

(Literate farmer) "It means their New Order, Ve are to
become slaves in it." :

(Unemployed clerk, educated) "It 1s Japan's order,; not
China's.”

(FParmer) "Probably it's some big shot.”

(Farmer) "I've just now heard people talking sbout it.
Probably it means they will tell us to obey them.”™

(Businessman) "The New Order mesng no white men in Agia."

(Scholar) "Their ideas is %o have no white men in China.
The New Order is & Jepanese proposition,”

(Merchant) "The yellow race is to combine and drive out
the influence of the white race, Japan herself comes forth as
the eldest brother of the yellow race, and acts ag our masfer,
China is therefore to be her servant,”

(Senoolboy) MI% is only a screen for the savege conquest
of the Japanesge."” ,

(Educated youth) "The New Order in East Asis is 8 nick-
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name for swallowing China whole.".
(Tailor) "That's = Japsnese lie to trick the Chinese

people. Don't you pay any attention to 15"
II. WHO IS CHINA'S "GOOD NEIGHBOR"?

Twenty~one persons, all with some degree of education,
asserted that China has no good neighbor, often remarking with
bitterness upon the aggressiveness or the indifference of those
who should be good neighbors.

Two said that the term refers to Japsn, while two implied
it by saying something about the familiar gliché, "same race,
some culiure.” RKleven savagely launched into criticism of
Japan by charging that she is fthe exaet opposite of a decent
neighbor.

¥ive said thet China had various or meny friends among
western nations; twenty-three named the United States, nine
Russia, eight Englend, four France. Two favored those who
help againgt Japan.

Ten did not know an answer for the gquestion (all of them
were uneducated persons); while fourteen educaled persons gave
genexralized or absiract answers, indicating the gualities of
& good neighbor (one or two questioners used & Chinese phraseo-
logy which invited 8 definition rather than s concrete answer ).

Comment: It is plain that the concept of the "Good Heigh-
por" has mede & less clear impress on the public mind than have
"ihe New Order" and "Sino-Jepanese Cooperstion”; and in fact
it is less ecommon in print and other propaganda., Again exper-
jence is too strong for words. I% is not apparent that even
one person regards Japan as an acceptable neighbor, much less
a "good" ome; and only four recognize that the term is intended
to suggest Japan. There are Bl distinoct references to western
countries, individual or ¢ollective, AlsoO noteworthy are the
more than 25 per cent who see no good neighbor (i.8., friendly
country), and the 14 per cent who cannot bear the impliecation
that the wordes might be used of Japan,

Exasmples:

(Gardener's wife) "What kind of friemdship is this? Our
young men have been killed, our young women ruined, and what
Tecourse have we? Only traitors and rsscals welcome them.”

(Ricshe puller) "Chins's Good Neighbor -~ that meane
Japan., Other countries have nct cslled themselves that."”

(Gentry class) "Mers empty words. Nothing %o it, By
their acts you can see what kind of friends they are,”

(Literate farmer) "China hag meny good friends among the
nations, but Jepan is not one of them.”
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(Foodseller) ‘"Except for Japan, they are all friends
of China," :

(Former tescher, whose brother was cerried off by goldiers).
“There isn't any country that's & good neighbor %o China. Even
America is nothing good.” :

(Clever cook in & restaurant) "No country is good %o China,
imerica is the country of cultural imperiaslism; England is the
gountry of economic imperialism; Russia ig a robber ecountry;
Japan is 8till worse, without humanity."

(Farm laborer) "I was beaten twice by Japanese soldiers,
for no resson at all. I don't want that kind of friend.”

( Shoemaker) "I see no indications of friendliness or
improved relations on the paxrt of Japen., It looks as if they
are trying to win the children; they go to nearby schools &nd
distribute candy, fruit, and whistles.”

(Tailor) "All the countries that are not making war upon
us are our friends.”

(Schoolly) "I hate them. Iy brother is a college graduste,
who disappesred in the slaughfter When the Japanese entered the
¢ity. My mother is almosgt blind with erying."

III. WHAT IS THE MEANING OF COOXERATION
WITH JARAN®

Forty persons stated in clear but varying forms that the
so~called cooperation is utterly ome-sided, usually to the
injury of China; while six others declared that the facts are
the exact opposite of cooperation. (A1l degrees of educztion
held this view in about equal ratiose). Twenty others said
that "cooperation"meant economic advantage for Japan,

Eleven persons considered that "gooperation” is a program
put forwsrd by the Japsnese Army &8 8 secondary tactic, since
military conquest has not been successful.

8ix persons did not have any grasp of the term as pressnted
to them.

Comment: Well over 80% of those interrogated were prompt
and piain in their understanding thatl exploitation ig the
geme, whether or no% it is called "cooperation.” The answers
indicate plenty of direct experience and observation as the
vasis for this remerkable unsnimity. Not a single person,
1iterate or illiterate, mwan, womau, or child, holds & concept
corresponding %o that which the Japeness propaganda desires
$0 spread.

Examples:

(Bell-educeted clerk) "Their method of cooperation is
that of robbers.” '

(Riesha puller) "It means requiring Chinese %o help Japan
make war or do work.™

(Literate farmer) "It means working for them to give them
all the profits. They now have & monopoly on all buying and
gelling."”
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(Tailor) "The government and the military affairs of
Chins must all be put into the confsrol of the Japanesgeé,”

(Uneducated mother of three sons) "They want us %o like
them and work for them. They sre terrible. When my son Works
for them they beat him apd kick him."

(Leather worker) "China's business must all be given %o
the Jepanese %o dO. People of other countries are all refused
permigsion %o 4o businesg here.”

{Literate landowner) "Cooperation means working for them,
becoming their slaves, their running-dogs. Only & traitor can
ao thatqw =

(Riockha pnller)‘ "Ooopsration is this: Chinese cannot
sell their own stuff, but have to let Japanese gell it."

(Foodseller) "When we have fish to sell, we have %o sell
them in the Japaness market. Only when we have got a ticket
from them can we sell. Otherwise we are breaking the law of
Sino~Jdapanesge cooperation, and they fine us or takes away ourxr

oods."”
. { Industrious gardener) "They have robbed our country., What
is the basisfor coops ration?" :

( Teacher) "Cooperation in name, but seizing advantsge in
faot."”

(Tandowner) "1t means following them. We are The inferior
ones, They lord it over ug.” ’

(Fuel celler) "The Japanese are unwilling %o cooperate
with us. If they could really cooperate with us, things would
be all right."

(seholar, owning property) "Yes, they cooperate, but with
all our raseals., Now the status of rough floafers is gradually
peing elevated.”

(Gardensr, whose land has been confiscated by the military)
"It's only Japan, no¥ China."

(Porm laborer) "The Japanese cannot help China., They
cannot cooperate.”

(Puel seller) "On the hills by my home the Japanese have
prepared the trees to take away. They won't let us cut them,
but they have cut them all down. And to this day they haven'%t
given s cash,” :

(Farmer) "They bring paper and give to us for things that
are worth money." : : :

IV. WHAT DOES J&PANUWANT IN CHINA®

Twanty-nine persons gpecifically (and often golely) say,
#Land". This number 1is relatively higher among farmers and
laborers, but is congiderdable among the educated. It reflects
both the generallky of confiscation and the universality of
controls over property and means 6f livelihood; of which latterx,
land is the common symbol. Some snswers said, "Our land”,
whether thinking of the nation or of the ne ighborhood; others
gaid, "The land of China." _ :
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Thirty-six replied, "They want to take everything”,
sometimes specifying so many interests, resources, forms of
property, and means of suthority, that it is impossible %o
1ist or classify them in a brief report. liany of these
snswers were based upon observation of robbery and config~-
eation; others turned to gemeral views of Japansse policies;
gome comprised both methods of reply.

Twanty seid, "They went to control everything”. Twelve
more mildly emphasized economic sdvantage in some form, and
two economic monopoly.

Four snswered in terms of destruction or enslavement.

0f repliss that might give any gatisfsction to Japanese
propagandiste: one mentioned destruction of Chiang Kai-shek
a8 an aim, one the amalgamation of Japan and China into one
country, one the establishment of & family relationship be~-
tween the two nations.

Comment: Again experience destroys mere words., Acgquisi-
tion and domination have bheen g0 completely revealed as actual
programs, that the ordinary slogans sre not entering the
thinking of the people, Not one person in twenty-five even
approaches an acceptance of views corresponding to the adver-
ticed aims of Japanese activitiss in China,

Examples:

(Food seller) "They control China., Whatever they want,
they take."

(Farmer) "They want our grain,”

(Farmer) "They want all kinds of things; fhey even come
for chickens., Every day they remain is one more day of
trouble,.”
‘ (Shoemaker) "She wants our land. She already has s
gmall piece I owned. There is no compensation.”

(Literate landowner) "They want to enslave us,”

(Riosha puller) "They want our country to be under their
nansgement." '

{Farmer) "They wani our cities eand railroads., They want
t0 destroy our race,” ’

(Poodseller) "They want to have 8ll of us Chinese perish,
so that Japsnese can come here %o live."

(Riocsha puller) "They want our China, If not, why should
they come and meke war on us?" :
~ {Literate fsrmer) "She has no real love for the Chinese
people, and would just as soon see us all die. JShe only wants
what we have,” : . :

(Vegetable seller) "They want our land. Our family planted
& big pleot. It was all taken by the Japaness, who gave us no .
money and now prevent us from planting.” o : o
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(Ricsha puller) "They've killed & great many ordinary
folks in China. That ghows fthey want our lives,™

(Fuel seller) "They don't want the Chinese earth, because
they can't move it to Japan, But everything else has been
carried off by them."

(Barber) "They want our land, our sovereignty, and still
more they want our ecopomic life. In their mouths are words
of not wanting; but in faet, they do." '

(lierchant) "They want the Chinese people; that's why they
desire cordisl relations with China., They want China's industiry
and commerce; thait's why fthey deegire economic cooperation.
They want China's ferritory; thet's why they wani Cooper=tion
against communism, 80 they can siation ftroops wherever they like."

CONCLUSION

Ag Tested on the basis of accepiance or understanding of
four of the most commonly pushed slogans or concepts, Japanese
propaganda in the occupied areas of Last Chine seems plainly
uneble to surmount its denial in deeds. BExperience comprises
much of military brutality, confiscation, exploitation, and
galling interference with normal life. That is asmple check to
the ballyhoos for a somewhat nebulous New Order and for a co~
operation found in practice to be predatory, Indeed, the New
Order and Sino-Japanese cooperation cen be made even verbally
attractive only by flying in the ¢louds of fancy, far from
actual earth. Chinese are generally realistic snd practieal,
One of them has said: "Japanese propsganda is of no effect
whatever, In fact, for B0 years to come the people of this
region cannot be convinced by any words in favor of Japan.
What their army hes doné has cut too deeply into the life of
every family, ineluding those who now save themselves from
gtarvation by working in the puppet administration,”
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