CONVERSATION GF CONSUL TANARA WITH M. S. B., March 31, 1938

¥y, Tapska ealled me to the Japanege Consul ste-General at about
four o’'cloeck in the afternoon. Kr. Forster was alsgo called, but he
could not be found at thet time, and Mr. Tenaka agked me to convey Lo
him the information given to me. The following statements give
My, Tenaka's utterances ag closely as memory permits.  Where necesmry,
my own queries or remsrks are lntroduced by "Q". lMr. Tanaka was
giving the long-delayed answer to our applications for permite to
vieit Shanghel and return, preferably by rail.

The military authoritieés im Shanghel have replied through Colonel
Hirota that permission is granted for travel to Shangheli by the N.K.K,
gteamer leaving Nanking April 3. But the military ask the Consul ate-
Gensral to #ee that we should be very careful about our eonduct in
Shanghai. Some foreigners formerly went to Shanghai, but their conduct
wag not satisfactory. 1f our condvet should not be satiefaetory,
it might be daifficult for us to retura %o Nanking.

Q. In what way was their conduet unsatisfaetory?

They telked about military matters., Also they said some things
injurious to the Japanese Aray, really propeganda againet Japan.

Q. I went to understend whet is "propagenda", though my vieit is
for personal and proper business. I am gure tahat the foreigners
mentioned (Fiteh, Ritehie, "perhaps others", with psrticuler reference
to the train) were not underteking e c¢ampaign to injure Japan. In
Americe and England we are accustomed 1o iree statement of facts and
opinions, barring deliberate attemptis to injure persons or governments
in wrongful waye, pertieularly by false statements. If my family
and friends want to talk about Nanking, and ask whether this or that
happened here, or what happemed in my house or in the University where
1 work, does the Army forbid me to anewer such questions?

You sghould be very careful. There were pome ceseg in Nanking.
I think you know about that. But now conditions are improved and
order ie all right, and such cases should not be talked about.

Q. The gituation shonld be fully underetood, because it may affect
otherg later on, and because it may be necessary to consultl the officers
of my government. Doeg thie arrangement mean ¥hat a foreligner can
go to Shanghai only under a threat by the military that they may
prevent him from returning? :

Not a threat, but you are advized to be very careful.

Q. I want to be elear about the procedure. Do we recelve pagses
to Shanghai and return, subject to cancellation by the militery in
Shenghai if they are not satisfied with our conduet? ar do we
receive pusses to Shanghal only, and must apply to the Japanese
authorities there for permits to return?

The latter, but arrengement ¢ are made for the return permit if
the conduct ie gatisfactory. The c¢hief trouble is talking to news-
paper men or saying things that might be published in newspapers thatl
the militery would congider injurious to the Army. Fleage give your
address in Shanghai and the number of days you want to stay, and ask
¥r. Forgster to do the game.

(Manner and tone entirely friendly on both sides)
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