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KOTES ON GSRTAR ATACCITIES IN BERCIVE  (Nenking, Har. Z1, 1938}

L

49 irequently and lightly have Jupsnsae pificiales puswed off the deeds
of their armieq in Nonking by references to the gonduet of "every aray in
every war” and to the experiencea of Belgium in partioul er, that [ have been
impelled to review the matter in order to esatisfy my own curiosity. Waat i8
wrditten here is besed upon the following sources: (1) Nemory of general
textbpoke; (2) memory of the Report of the Bryce Commlsalon; (3) statements
of Germen friends; (4) enmmery of the reports of the offiecial Belglan
Commi sgion of Inguiry, ss found in "The Times Hlatory of the War"”;
{5} "4 Journal from Our Legation in Belginm”, by Hugh Cibson, then Seerelary
ts the Americen Legation in Bruegels; (6) ripally, and meinly, upon ihe
articles "Belgium™ in the Encyelopedis Britenumics writien by Henri and
Jacgues Pirenne, the former & nlstorian of war!ﬂwiaa reputation (See
gleventh ¥dition new volume pumbered XXX, and Fourteenth Edition for an
abridged and studiously moderate repert). ;

#net 18 seld nere mpplies only to the killing of giviliang aud the
burning of housgeg during the entry of Belgium and the esrly weeke of
pegupation. It 18 alleged by the Germans thaet theege acts were ln
retaliation for sniping or other firing by civilians. Againest that
allegation suat be put conelderable teetimony of nigh quality that there
wag no sueh firing; the fsct that gome of The meagacres pocurred in places
thet slready been guietly occupled for saveral days; the acknowledged
faet thuat every ecommune published and distributed strong ingtructions
sgeinet any hoatile act whatsoever by & oivilian; snd ne small amount of
evidence from Germen gources that a progrem of terroriem wag adopted in
anger at the unexpeeted resistance of Belglum and in hope that the national
gpirit might be so broken as to ehorien the puwelcome delay in the
sdvance upon france (for instance, maps were {sened to certain Cerman
officers, showing the towns to be burned). Some of the atrocitiecs
seeurred in or nesr places in which there hed been a gpirited but brief
atand by the Belgien armed forcea; others did note

There was mueh gross oruelty. lLerge numbers ef persons were driven
ints burning houses; meb were choaen gegvally from 1large mumbers, shol
én masge finished off with clubbed rifles in eight of their wives and
enilaren, wno then were ordered to bury the bodiss; no gaell number of
women and ehildren were shot or burned deliberately, ineluding 110 in
Minant alone. Verious unite of Cermsn troope were supplled with
incendisyry strips of chemicals.

Neowhere have I seen u satisfectory total figure, indeed any gpecifie
figure for the number of civiliane deliberately killed. However, (he
l1ategt article referred to above, reports for the lour provinees of
Kamur, Brebent, iHeinault, and Antwerp, 2208 peraond. The fuller aceount
in the Tleventh Edition new volume reporte 1061 for Liege and over 800
fpr Luzemberg. Limburg, Fest Flanders, and wegt Flenders apparently
suffered lese grievouasly. The national total seems 1o be 5000 te 6000,
The esrlier article reports the deliberete burning of 3000 houmes in
Nemar, 2000 in Liege, 1500 in Luxexberg. ‘

%e now egtimste about 12,000 civiliene killed in Nenking after the
Jepanese pceupation; not to mention £5,000 te 30,000 unsrmed and pasaive
vemnents of the Chinese defence (orees, killed within or nasar the walled
@ity after the pceupation. It sesma glear that Nanking slone euffered
msre than the whole of Belgium in wenton sleughter, snd periape in

| deliberate burning (about which we are not yet reedy to meke a detailed
\ egtimate). The vigta of eruelty over hunireds of milesg im verious parts
of Ohina i¢ fesrful. But it will pever be seéen in one cobspesiuag.
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