3 P'ing Te'ang Helang,
%4 December, 1937.
2;0 ;is Dﬁnald’ Eﬁq.,
Nanking.
Dear . Donald:-

Viith utmost brevity we gend you the Proposal for
a Safely Zone, fully accepted on the Chinesge side and with qualifi-
cations on the Japanese, and four telegrams as follows: )
I. Proposal. (English and Chinese).
Il. Our wire to Shanghal {riends.
I1I. Reply f{rom Japanese through Father Jacquinot.
{English and Chinese).
iVs Our return wire and public statement. ;
Ve Officilal wire from Tokyo, copied in this letter.

All these items except the gtrictly confidential(V)
have been released to pressgmen at the proper time, since by that
nmeans of pressure the Nantao Zone was flnally secured.

Ve are working vigorously in the Zone, and will do
the best we can despite some laxmess of Chinese subhorities in con-
tinuing military work within the area, and despite the gualified
nature of the Japanese regponse thus far. But we reallze that
the saflety guaranteed to civilians and thely homes on this basis
ig partial and inadequate, and havehoped that the whode city miiht
have relief. ‘ G
' coineiadence.

Now comes by strange accldent and confidence an
offleial wire from Tokyo, the source and destination of which we
will tell you by phone if you degire. Date of despalch wasg one
day before Jacquinot's information in Shanchal. Text as follows:

(Translation) "JAPANESE INTEND IF POSSIBLE TO BAVE THE CITY,
NAT IONALGOVERNMENT (7), LIFE AND PROPERTY OF FOREIGNERS AND
PEACEFUL CHINESE POPULATION OF NANKING. JAPAN HOPES THAT
THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT, PERSUADED BY FOREIGH POWERS, WILL SPARE
THE CAPITAL FROUM BEING A BATTLEGROUND. A SPECIAL SAFETY ZONE
IN NANKING OR WITHIN THE BOUNDARY OF ITS FORMIFIED DISTRICT
CANNOT, FOR MILITARY REASONS, BE GRANTED. JAPAN WILL ISSUE
OFFICIAL ANNOUNOEMENT TO THAT EFFECT."

(Note:) Term translated as "National Government" 1s not clear in
orliginal language and text, a

; It the 1ight of the above, we now make the fol=-
lowing propogal for the welfare of this Chinese ¢ity, developed
with considerable information and convietion that it does not
injure Chinese efforts tc combat the Jepanese on ground more favore
able for military operations than the city nroper: ,

: If you Teel that such a step is possible, the In-
ternatlonal Committee will, on humanitarisn grounds, present the
suggestion to the CHinese authorities that the Walled G4ty not be
defended, and to the Japamese that it be spared any form of military
attack. Acceplance by elther side to be conditional upon accept=-
ance by the other. s
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Y¥u will realize the importance of these possibilities,
and that difficulties of communication with Shanghal, Hankow,
and THkyo are such as to require immediate effort if anything
is to be done.

Hith friendly concern,

P. S. You can get in touch with us at once by Tel. 31789.
Text of No. V is st the moment strietly confidential. It is
“not known to the Committee as a whole. ,
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