DRUGS

After returning te London from China in Mareh 1886, various reports
resched me during the naxt {ifteen months from foreign obzervers, mediocal
men, Jjournalists and missionaries, that the drug situation in Chins
was becoming stesdi y worse., Chinese Mayors and magistrates were unable
to prevent the sale of poisonous drugs by Japsnese snd Koresn traders
because they were protected by extraterritorislity; thepe Japanese
citizens were untouchable in cases where Chinese drug traders would be
geverely punished. After speeisl publicity st Gensve or as the result of
representations made by some public spirited Japanese, a raild would on
occasion be undertaken by consulsr suthorities. One such led to thirty
men being arrested, but other peddlers promptly took their place.

¥r. Xawagoe, the Japsnese Consul CGenersl in Tientsin, promised me

he would do something to control the traffickers under his Jurisdietiong

&#s & result & raid on & certein toen was ordered. However, the news of
it resched the drug merchants thare before it could be carried out, and
their well organized sssocliation warned most of them to go out of tusiness
for & week or so. These warninge were sent by publio telephone, several
of the messages being 1laft with the Chinese operaior for him to deliver
as soon &5 the subscriberts number wee fres. £ few gonths' luprisonment
or banishment, especially when the border is only a few miles sway and
return is easy, did not prove intimidating, and fresh plsns were made to
attract customers to drugs. Opium iz an old story with the Chinese, they
know how to cope with its effects, but heroin and morphine are new und
far more potent. They work with terrific aspeed; a single shot of morphine
may lead to addiction. One may take & few whiffs of heroin in & cigarette
without knowing that one 1is being inveigled into & literslly deadly habit.
A paciet of heroin may be purchased for 10 cents (3 U. 8. cents or &
halfpence) .

During 18986 the traffickers set up clinies at village fairs advertising
their skill in curing tuberculosis snd other diseases. The medicine sold

wes slways the same, heroin or morphine., The country folk wers ignorent

of what was happening to them, and when the sffect of the medicine wore




off, feeling worse than ever they returned to the clinie for advice.
They were told they must persist with the treatament. All over China
and into Hongkong these drug peddlars penetrated systematiecaelly.

Barly in 1936, the Hanking Government passed a law thal every
addict should present nimself within the next twelve months at one or
other of the treatment centres provided and undergo a cure, and that
after that period any one found taking drugs would suffer the death
penalty. Huch remedizl work was done during the period. Those who dld
not come voluntarily were fetched and treated under prison conditionsj
the others hsd hospital care. The expenses of.all were met by their
communities, rursl or urbsen.

TIENTBIN. In Tienisla Gae cily nospital wasg devoted to this work and
another put sside part of its premi&eé for the same purpose. Misslons
and private hospitsls also gave treatment to addicts. In one of these I
sew the patients! case pupers with thedr photographs before end after
eure, Letters from grateful relatives were preserved; one which
referred to the Mgoddess doctor®, bore the seal and signature of the

1llage elder. Among the patients from rural areas, asbout four out of

five tock heroin or morphine; one in {ive took opiumj one in every

thirty patients wes & women.

¥rhen the Peace Preservation Council wes get up on
Augast 54, 1987, it was announced that the Nenking lew wes no longer
ay@licabla‘ta the district, The drug hablt resssumed its tyranny.
Anti-narcotic hospital work was stopped. In the old Japanese concession
is & street in which about BOP of the houses are drug joints. They are
not allowed to sell to the Japanese, but foreigners and Chinese, men and
women, are offered the stuff opealy as they walk through the streets.
¥o trade was apperent  however when I visited the street; the shops had
been temporarily closed the previous day. 1t was reported that coolies
employed by the Japanese were paid pert of their wages in érugs, but I

was not in a position to get evidence of this,
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PEIPING. In Pelping Ispent a worning visiting drug joints. There are
plenty of them, (I am getting & mep of this querter of the city with
the location of various shops) The Japanese ars no longer allowed to
garry on this trsde, and thelr drug shops are now left in charge of
Koreans. These shops receive Japanese protection, but Chinese police
arrest any Chinese trafficker whom they find. Death is the penalty.

A Chinese trafficker looked very frightened when we appeared. The

difference bebtween his furtive expression and the self-assurance of &lil

the Korean dealers was marked. My companion, and American Journalist,
speaks Chinese fluently and told the traders that I was a Russian

addict on my way to Shenhai kuan. We were able to buy &s much as we
liked., But the ten minutes we were in one shop. Here we learned that
the best grade of heroin comes from Dairen and sells at eighteen dollars
&n ounce, This is two and & half times as much as Tientsin heroin. 8uall
boys were on the look-out for customers and led us genially along the
sidestresets. A middle-aged procurer took us to a brothel where we
purchased heroin. Here they told us that msny traders had left Peiping
to follow the army into pastures new, but their places sre culckly filled
by obharé. This establishment supplied the more expensive brand from
Dairen as well as the Tientsin brand. %Ye went to & house belonging to

a8 Russisn cabaret msnager who &lsc owns & hotel in Tientsin. Thougﬁ
druge are habitually sold here, we could not enter as he had gone to
Taiguan to extend his business and the two Japsnese who were retailing
heroin in his house, using his name to protect themselves, were not at
home either., The thing that troubled me most in Peiping was the number
of swall clinics which the Japenese are opening. They are well 1it and
very attractive. One of them displays the red cross. Most of them

use illumined street signs to gulde passers-by from the main roads to
their doors up the side streets. 4 crowd of rikshas waits outside them
at night. They advertise in the papers the verious diseases whieh they
cure. The procedure in meny of them seems to be that each person on

entering is given & cursory examination by en unqualified doector or




 dispenser who registers him as suffering from gsome specific disease;

then he is allowed to buy as much heroin or morphine as he likes., Here
also on certain nights of the wesk, come the prostitutes to renew their
weekly licenses. The well-known Japenese dispenscry in Hatamen Streethas
the chief retddling centre for drugs until & few months ago, %hen it
became illegal to have drug Joints on the main gtreets. Probably that

is why the clinies &re springing up now. We also went to the big
foreign-style house where opiuam is regularly brought in from Jehol for
distribution. The Japanese who own ﬁha place have five ears in regular
uge for this purpose.

Threé hundred addicts were set free from the city treatuent centre
last week (2d wk of Feb. 38) and the plece closed down. There is no
longer any clinic avellable here. In this city trained chservers vouch
for the faet ﬁnat Japanese often pay their Chinese servents or business
employees hﬁlf in cash end half in drugs. |
CHANGLI. Last week I revisited Changli, Hopeh, where 1 made a detalled

survey in Merch 188b6. It has s self-respecting pojyulation, & publie-

spirited mayor, end zn excellenmt long esteblished mission school, hospitai;i
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health centre, and sgriculturael cenire. ©Gince the taking of Menchuria,
8ll this aree which includes Bhanheiljusn, Lanhsien and Chingwantso

has been invaded in ever incressgsing nuebers by peddlsars of poisonous
drugs; but no other town was so well conditioned to resist the evil. The
traffickers could find no-one inside the city walls willing to rent them
& shop. They ensconsed themselvesg therefore in shanties Just outside the
walls., Of course they ignored the mayor's recuest o close down their
antli-soclisel activities, their pswn shops, gambling deng, brothels and
theatre; esch of which entieed the country people to contrect the drug
hebit. They merely answered that they were Japanese citlzens and continued
to do s they like. The mayor's authority extended however, over any
Chinese they might employ, and his poliece eventually caught one such,
confiscated the éruﬁ& he was carrying, and imprisoned him. The next day
the mayor found himself held a prisoner in his own office by armed

ruffians who demanded the value of the drugs - 2,500 dollars - and the
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relesse of the Chinese smployes. He had to make peyment out of his own
pocket before they let hin stir.

On one occusion & comsular raid waes eerried out by the Japenese, but
the traders grew more numerous in spite of it. After & time another
11legal and lucretive trade atiracted thelyr attention: &s Changli is only
ten miles from the coast, 1t became a convenlent centre Por smuggling.

Pifteen hundred registered carts were in constant use between the coast

and the Chengli rallwaey station. 8o valuable was the cotton and oil and

other goods stored tﬁar& that in 19768 a machine gun was set up on & raised
platform sbove the station, to protect 1t. The rallway ecompany received
300,000 dollars during ths yeur for freightageof smuggled goods belonging
to one firm alone.

I was glad to see that Changli folk are still sueccegsiul in keepling
the drug traflfickers outslde the eity walle. There they continue thelr
trade unchecked, though meny have gone o follow the army. 1 have a
geries of photographs teken in 1946, They show the various shops and
the unplessant theatre which I saw in 1885 and the drug peddlar setting
off on" horseback on his rounds. A new feature which was introduced in
1926 wus & serles of shops «nd sheds bullil uap against the wall. There
are two pictures of the Louth wall and its South-east corner, showing the
1ine of sheds and shops (ebout &00 yds long) which have been put up in
the last year or two. About every other one is used as & hospital where
patients can get drugs in auy guentity.

o S o 2 oy o S

A Western traveller visite & village in North China. He is gurprised
and delighted to find there a Christlan church of about twenty Koreans.
After the gervice he talks in & friendly way to this unchartered community,
end asks them why they have comwe there. "Oh, we were sent" is the answer,
Further Christisn curicsity discovers that five out of the twenty sare
engaged in selling drugs. How did they as Christians come to be mixed up

{n such & trede ? "Phat was the job assigned to us® he is told.
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