CONJECTURAL NOTES AND A FEU FACTS ON NANKING ECONOMICS Mar. 1, 1938.

There is no production save market gardening and a little work on
hougehold articles. I doubt if there are 10,000 gciviliansg gainfully
emploped out of the 300,000 population, if we count out the hordes of
competitive pedlers. No private Chinese gtore other than roadside stalls
or the tiniest of local shops. A gcore or two of Japanese stores, of
which thirteen are now designated to sell freely to Chinese. No bank.

No regular exchange shop that I have observed. Self-Government Committee
is running a sizable food store for wholesale and retail of staples and
gsome fresgh food. [ No 900,

Rice suppllies amg believed to be limited to a few weeks' needs, though
actual knowledzge is scarce oubslde the Arny Demand is unreliable, as
military and naval requlrements cannot be calculated. Degperate eifort
of the Self-Government Committee to get quantities of rice from Shanghal
are indieatorsg of the outlook. Vegetables will probably carry the pop-~
ulation in its present purchasing power. Poultry and eggs are lower,
also meats; but prices have losgt part of their meanin' when so few are
able to consider sudr luxuries. Beans, olls, and peanuts are sppearing
in small quantlﬁleg from nﬂrth of the rivey, hut tfaﬂSﬂmrﬁuthn is sblll
very limited. Risksg of trade are so great that t here 1s an unreasonable
margin between b@sﬂ prices aad retall charges. '

Crop outlook for the immediate region is wretched. Village headmen
estimate that in the trlangle Lungtan, Tangshan, Nanking, there remain
300 buffaloes out of the normal 3,000; and that human labor under favorable
conditions would pemit only one-~third of the rice crop ordinarily secured
by the uge of snimals. Along and near the nmain roads practically all
bulldings and tools have been burned or looted. The Univergity of Nan-
king 18 having greet diffieulty in feeding andhalntainlnr geven laborers
on its five farws ocutside Talplngmen, which need fifty at this time of
vear besides several Buffaloeg Boldlers rove through the community
every day, taking anything ugaful or edible; so it 1s not thought possaible
to risk animals or stores of food, even if they eould be had. Of thoge
congiderable farms and thelr stores, a few of the smaller buildings and
one lot of beans remaia, the latter brought into the CLty for gafekeeping.
gertain farmers refused to answer wuestions about se sed, deeclaring that
food for tommwraw wag the real queation. Neighborg of the University
farms were asked to ald in pulling out cotton stalke from last year's
cropping; they replied that they would gladly do it for only a little food,
but for no amount of money whatscever, as money was of no use to them.

In the past week 500 ricshas have Deen licensed, and ave doing a
7y
;s

small business. he normal figure was 10,000, I believe. There is a
plan to revive a skeleton service of udtorwbuseﬁ, though some say that
only 25 machines have any nopée of reconatruction. The Self-Government
Committee also degires * trucking service to and from
Shanghai for commercial maruela, Whlbﬁ ,uggeats that the railway is not
feallv cpén. Indeesd, except for two traing this past week to return
refug@e residents of Shanghai, the only trains have been military. The
Committee hopes to run small steamers to Yangchow soon. An occasgional
Ne Ko Ki ucat brings goods for Japanesge interests only, so far as we know.

Tapane goods most widely sold are ulgnrﬁttcs, nmatches, sugar and
candie 8, canﬁje%. There lg scarcity of keresene and gasoline.

These notes assumed general knowledge of burning and looting, the
latter almost universal.




