Jopunsse Propsgsnda in the ¥irpor of Zvents

In ettempting to Juptify thelr invasion of Chine the Japuznese

have used a veriety of explanstions most of which ean be proughly
grouped undsr the following three headings. There hse now been
smple opportunily te test their sineerity or reslity by the record
of szctusl happenings.

Their Divine Hission to the Qther Peopies of hzig, This form
of propagands is intended ghisiiy for home consumption, decord-
ing to it, not only the Lmperor i1z descsnded from the Bun Goddess
but the wnole nation, snd especially the srmy, shére somewhet in
this semi-divide origin. Thip glves thez a raciel supsriority
sand & sacred mission Lo spread their culture. They mmat liberate
oppressed peoples like the Chinese from thelr corrupt end in-
competent officials or from western exploitetion and bring %o
then the beneficent effects of Japanese Hule. Only thus ean

pesce be brought to Bastern hsla. The ermy 18 nob &t war with

the people of China for whom 1 hag only the most al
intentions, tut with their wicked government saich muat

punished and overthrown in orcaer shat the people nay have the
blessings that will follow. ﬁ%v&n monthes heve now elapsed since
the Joosnsse begen thelr unproyoked inveclon. Yherever their L
armiss have gone they nave leflp a rpall of utisr devastatlion wnd |
disorder. OCivilisns hive bosen slaughtered or bombed from the alr
with sallous indifferencae or dalliberaty frightfulness to an

extent bt remains worse than will perhaps over e known beceuse
of the relentless censorship ol news. The best authentleatad
faote tre in the Phanghai-llenking ares where ot lsngl 300,900 civi-
liens are vstimubted to have been killed during the advance of the
Japsnese (forces. 1o Hanking Sue O0gy of the =laughtering of
soldinrs who had voluntarily dissrmed afier having baea srowised
protection and of givilians, of reping of women Irom little girls
to thoge over fifty yeurs of age, of looting, burning snd other
yandalisa, hes no parsllel within modern times 4n its bestlal
savagery. OJwing to the preasnce in thet city of press corres-
pondefits and other foreiznsrs thers hag beea & messure of sublicily
given to the uncontrollad brutality of the Jepanese Lroops through
saverel weeks Pfollowing thealr entry, yet asgantially the same
disorders have sccurred wherever elege they heve gone with the
single exception of the Peking-Tientsin sres and of Tainglaso. Bven
in the teo northern cities there is & sonstant non-viclent racoue-
teering under the menage of the ruthlegs force shich 1s brought %o
vear upon the slightest provocatlon. Flgeshers throughout that
province, in Bhansel, Inner longolia, end in the Yantse Valley,
eyewitnesses raport similar xilling of civiliuns, raping, Looking,
pburning,but tecsuse of fear ol reprisels they dare not let thelr
nepes be uzad., Many of thes oflicers ore pesnwhile grofting @s
repaciously as any of the Chinsge mandarins from whom they clein
to be saving the people. The regions avound the forelgn settle-
pents at Shanghail are civided into ssctors, and {oreign morchantis
have slready discoverasd that in ordaer %o secure the novensnt of
goods or other privileges essentisl to the restorstlon of trade,
all tha? is necessary is to fiad the right Japsnese gntrepreneur
who will then negotiate with the General concerned and divide with
him the "squseza® agresd upon. Similar jractices ssam %o be rife
smong all ranks of the army. 48 always under Japanene silitary
occupation the sgale of oplum derivastives is pushed, with the
aotive protection of officers who wnguestionably shsre in the
srofite, The Holy ¥Wap for which the Japsnese sra being sszked to
seerifice so much turns out to be & tawdrily ternished spectacle
revesling the basest of human passions snd of sordidly selfish
motives. :




the Preservation of Rastern Asiatic Culture. This ig slso partiale
iy %o 1%3?@ g the home oonstituency but chlefly perhaps Tor the
elderly Chinese who feel dlsrruntled over the handleaps they suffer
from thelr own ladk of modern or western knowledge. It holds out
to them the sgreessble prospect of coming inte thelr own gin., But
1te bold inconsistencles ﬁra amueing, The elsim is only liptened
o bepause of the arned roe which scecompanlies 1%, end thias from
bettlesghip to bombing ﬁlﬁnﬂ and bavonet is copied down to the last
Aetall from the West. Bo of the uniforms ond fse?*aA enployed.,

Bo of the merchents snd menufacturers who hops thue to extend thelr
treds, dressed from top to toe in wesltern attire snd ueing tollet
snd 811 other sccessories from the seme mource makinge or gelling
gheap imitations of weptern goode. The officere stay in the most
expensive British or French hotele in the port cities. FEven thelr
Istest vices eve lesrned from the Weet, notable thelr inersaesing
Rendency to Arunienness. What reslly llee behind this speeious
sontention lg thelr deelire to prevent the modernizatlon of China

g0 thet thelr militery dominetion and economic axpoltation of the
gountry will not be hindersd.

The Buporesgion of Communism., This line of galeg~talk 1ig dmoast
entirely lniended to play upon the prejudices of weetern countrie
where the bople of Bolghevism can stlill be effectively conjured up.
It 1g the most dileincenuous of 2ll thelr ervuments sz tested by
historical @viﬁ&na&. The present Chlang Ezleshek Government, whiloh
they so rabldly denounce, bDepan 1ts progrenm by the most vigorous
efforts %o al*minytﬁ @r@&nizwﬁ and mi?it;nt Communlism from Chine.
Thie wes unewervingly meintsined through the firet elght @ri%ieﬁiiy
formative yesrs of the new &avarnm&mﬁ and yﬁﬁuifeﬁ finally in the
Gaﬁ lete sgcendency of the nationsl forces. Durins thet entire perlod
he J&ﬂﬁﬁ“@@ never azaslsted tm the glightest depree In thle
@kaurf%nr strupsle. On the contrery they @14 everythinr possible
to evbarrase % ;'“., mopniet z@?@?ﬂﬂﬁﬁtx fomentine dlsaffection
north mmé abuth, selzine territory or revenues, conslstently sirive
iny to RKeep Chins politicslly disunited and weak. Ther 414 sttt
t0 coerce China into slinine an ®anti-gomsunist pact® but on e
which no selferes rine netlon oould eccept: It wae reslly nothing
ot than the notorlous Twenity-one Demands revemped under ?“‘ﬁ
t%&niw disguised suphemian, General Chieng hae been often orit!
ed Tor weeline time and the netlon's resources over g Tutils and
Wﬁ1@tiwﬁzy unimportant lssue when fhere were other more mensoing
sngers. Western nations occesionslly geve some help. But £ﬁwfn
wf?e%ﬁﬁ Q;i@tlv until when in September, 1931, the Uovernment wee
desperately enzeged with the troublegome red armies snd Chins was
afflicted by the most digestrous fleed in human hlstory, sid
western countrles ware otherwlee preccoupled, she had her covebed
opportunity %o szelze Manohuria. In the vesrs thet followed Jepsn
wrested sway the Province of Jehol; constently harzersed North
Chins, setting vp the notorious Rast Hopel regime as the nesrest
ﬁhﬁ aamiﬁ then &ame to %9r &ttﬁ pt to compel &8 secesslionlet move
’ in@tig&teﬁ and protected huge
113“ maﬁrﬂtisnm on the Ho r?% China coast; tried to prevent
western nations from extend’ ing credlite or esupplying munitlions;
gontinued %$ﬂ intrious and Intimldetion in the Bouth ss well 2e
Borth; in short, dld all pomsible to weaken the Chlang Government,
despite 1ts n@%&i@aen% strugele azainet Communism in the face of
gnormous internsl mrawlﬂmm inherent in the slitustion even if there
hed been nelther Communiem nor Japanege azoreasgion. But resente
ment spainst Japenese lmperisliem and g o M*nm rezlization of 1ts
dresded consequences nave had the strange el fente of swakening
Chinese Communists to the consclousness that %aﬁy were first of
8ll Chinese and of briancine about 2 r&p%rgﬁ&@%&nt betwaen them and
their former enemles, -~ & "united front" eceinet & common dsnger
fer more importent to them all than differences in politiesld
ideoloniesn.

Com

munien left to 1teelf would have been sbesorbed into the
nationsl 1ife of Ching, elther becominz & minor politiscsl party or
exerting some influence towerd verious soclzlized reforms., As 1t
1e, 1t %ili ingressingly furnish ”ﬁ emati“w~1 gtimalue and on

ef feotive technicus in Fﬁsi%ﬁﬁﬁ@@ o Japan. Acgordinr io offielal

o




Jepanese declsratlons there was "no communiet peril in Henchurie®
et the time of thelr occupstion. Quotations from similer sources
revesl the growth of thie perll and of the necessity for strenuous
efforts to suppress 1ts influence. The Jepanese military now look
forward rether optimisticslly to ¥the peeificetions of Manchukuo!
in enother ten yesrs, The psme le essenticlly true of Kores where
&8 in Manchurle the virus spresds chileflly from Jepen itself, In the
peast few monthas of Japanese oooupsation of North Chine 1% 1
besoming repldly true, Away from the big olties end the norrow
sorridor following the rellway lines there 1s evervvhere chaotic
anarehy belns slovly reorpeaffized for puerilla woarfive under oone
minlet lesdershlp. The seme will doubtless follow in the aocuplied
reglons further south., There 1s therefore s close connectison
between Joponese rule end communisn. For is the resson diffioul:
to trace, Communlenm 1s & form of soclsl rebelllon r sulting fronm
intolerable oppression by those more vrivilesed. It hes & peouliny
appesl for the common people, espesis

demoeratlo ildeals or practises i
ereed, & very conurete program, & L by congw
tant use. It contsing the promise of relief for sll those reclons
of eontinental Asis which heve been brouzht under the oruel tyrenny
of Jepenese mllitary domination. The only resl protection apalinet
Bolsheviam 1s the oreation of those soclsl and economle improvements
vhioh 1t aimes %o bring shout, the application of demperstin prineiples
8o that the massees feel themselves to be in possesslion of renl
pollitical equallity, the sbandonment of arvlitrary gilitary force, the
abolition of @ﬂvawéy by reforme in taxatlion, hizh retes of interest,
land tenure ete., and the development of civic liberty sné of
individual human rizhts. There 1s no hope for sny guch progress in
any reglon under allen Japanese nilitery rule. This form of poli-
tical abeolutism will only breed more grindine poverty snd enmbite
tered dlscontent with consgecuent revolutionary sotlivities drawing
most naturally upon communisgt Serminclogy snd teohnicue, Wactern
resdbps unfemilizr »1th sotus]l condlilons should be on puard

agalnet Japaneee assertlons sbout Odmmunism in Ohina., There is

none of 1t in those sress under the suthority of the Hational

@ﬁ?@ﬁh&ﬁt, nor the sdoptlon of any of the ghsrsoteristic policles

of the Soviet Btste. Japsn 1s the resl source of the epresd of
oommunietle influence in Reetern Aels, both within Jspen end wherever
her military suloorsey maine control. As the phyeicel body forms

& proceas for ridding itself of mome hermful element whioh is
polsonine its 1ife, so communiem may be likened to nsturets reuedy
for ridding the body politic of 2 melignent fafection.

[,

; Only onee s Japan reslly undertaken to prove her oleinm to
be & "bulwerk spainst Communienm in the Fer t%, and that wes not
in Chine &t all but in Esetern Siberiaz, This wes in the turnotl
following the Grest War, and the resl elm wae of course to cet oone
trol of the vast territory between Vladivostok and Leke Be! il fhe
had the sympathy snd esslstence of several other Povers, and spent
& vast sum of money, but withdrew sfter four vesrs of weeted effort.
The elgnifiesnce of the inclorioue eploode for the purvose of thia
article 1s that the ohlefl cause of fellure wees Lecsuse the people
of that reglion -~ by no mesne of predominently communistic leanincg -
suffered so intensely under the rule of the Japsnese militery and
the Rueelen adventurers they set up as puppets thet they were pre-
pared to welcoms & Cowmuniet or any other regime that would rid thelr
country of then.

The best method of tresting Japeneae propadends 1z not to argue
for or sgainst 1t but %o test 1t by the record of saslly szoertein-
able faolte. The resl motivesz for thelr peraletent sroreenion in
Chine zre glory snd zsin, chlefly galn, -~ lmperislistisc conauest and
commeralal exploitetion. In order to resllze these oblectiven, as
they themselves put 1t when they speak frankly, they muet destroy
the growine military strencth of Ghing | prevent her industrial
davelopment and eliminste forelgh, especislly British, infTiusnce.
These three ailms dun slso be tested by the record of events as
planned and executed by the Jepanese High Command. Prince Kenoye
summed 1% up when he boasted thet the purpose of 811 this frishtiy
end destructive violence wae to *best the Uhinese people to their
knees and bresk thelr will to resist®,
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