University of Nanking,
aﬂtsl i}}&_’ Lib}ii‘]&ﬁ
lerech 8th, 1938,

Country,

to my Christmas letter malled from here on
inning %o come through thanks %o the Chinese
@hdi. They are soring out maill for us and
gvitish and sner ican gunboats. I told you they

- 3 way! The letest, dsted Jenusry 18th,

9 g hoping more comeé becsuse 1§ makes me [eel
%l”ﬁ across the water ezsin! Ve have been burled
both in lsck of connectlions with the outside
mmediate task, that we have come to feel quite

I 2l gke this whole letter s rebuttal or sur pleﬁaﬁﬁ@tﬁ
Gf preds despatches that tave filtered back t« us one way or another
& arrox tu~§ 23 the Gak wes hhe one put oub
yO B r in , h it 821d that all
, , d the Pa BEubeassy starff. It would
I MOre nesr true $o say only QUL 1 y steff went on board
fron Hsyﬂi” in %uling dated cember 15th (recelived here the
1 } ssid they mum lieve that we were all at the
r&ntha. T nad written in my last letier that % throug]
d just signed our dea th warﬁ&wt” to a*ay 1“
eted eventunlitles® ardie remarked, "“"Thank
mmila we g had exs v 8 i %iaaq@re
i, we Tesl %najg ul thet we d4ic B We do not
aﬁy peceuse 11 was merely doing 1r duty ’ bul
X % anount of sufl ' for sbout
;he city. ve ﬁaVG
killed and many
g , » ralsed a storm
3 eﬁiﬁag; at i Genersl idsteul himself came %o
to tell uls oiﬁlura to behave themselves--~but 81X weeks too
hed sald thet and made 1t effectly n Pecember 17th when
before, there would be a different tale %o tell,

208t people feaprel for us wa' : er2 from aly ralds
je worked right through the : t&ﬁaﬁ lagt days
gounded in %ha m;r”inu and dlw n&z , “all cleal
“e uiapu in our regulsr b brough the | € 12%4ing
uy 1f the berrsge ;?" @r wnen the *Jutﬁﬂfﬁ Qurﬁ of
a city-—~-zud foollishly %ruwtxﬂ‘ in Jepsnese instructions to thelr
illw;y to respect the : Our nalir nearly #stood on end
on the sfterncgon of Dec 13th we conteacted thelr favaﬂca &
Lut center u? the ity 1:“’~‘; did not have the safety :
't“*v mapad (Although we had notif i ti@ﬂ we were aovi
ﬁpula‘iaa into that are the nﬁ}rwumi to be
ifiﬁaC?ﬁE LL - for 11 shells ths ierided &lovug the gsouthern b”ﬁf‘fiﬁf/lﬁﬂ 3‘/10
four or five afternocn of il L1580 4 12 Ung ity area)
for Z?ﬂ gimule reason thet we followed the advice of f@reign military
obgervers here #nd chose & per f Lhe y thet bed the lesst
military value 52 SUBE WE ged 81l Chinen yldiers gonl into
’ Jaga@bar 13%h (breppoed in the oity)
Zo g% all. But thet 4did not prevent orders
the Jepanese Army fros having every disarmed
meny clvilisnse slong with them tled up
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and msrched out to be shot. We pled
Wwe consulted forelgn miiitary
no m& ter what we

on that basis noth
if we had tried t: scatter then
Jugt lost nore civilisns,
thet on Deceuber 26%h,

ing we could have
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$hé Yengtze Valley and the claim thet it is "too dangerous for
foreigners" is that they might be horrified. There 18 no dangey

from She Chinese snipers for us! The only danger we have faced 1is

thet from Jepenes: soldiers. How we all escaped when we were almost
Binsolently" polieing the Japsnese Army---they claimed thelr 17 milibary
police in the city were inadequate (as they were) but 22 forelgners
made & good attempt at Lit---is more than m y one of us can ever expldain.,
one night when things were et thelr worst---two days gfter Matsul's
triumphal mareh through the clty---the fellows at our house remarked
‘@t suppers; "The first fellow that gets killed we are going to carry

his body over and put 1% in the Japanese Embessy.® Several piped up,
"well, I am willing to either be so carried or do the carrying!"” Each
night the doctor scting as "yama" of the household would look around
the eight of us end wonder who would be missing the next night. He
said, "we just can't all =zet through this alive." Well, we did. The
worst was a bayonet seratch in the neck thet ueCallum got the day

after the Allison ineident. The greatest paradox of it all is two
pacifist missionaries throwing out through 2 hole in the wall a
Japanese soldiers they caught in bed with a Chinese girl near their
home, and then laughing at his trying to run up t he street and hold

hig panks up bedause he had left his belt behind him in hiis hurried
exit! 4 Germen comrade hss & Wew Year's story thet outdoes that but

it can only be printed in t he German Embagsy 's official report, not
here! Well, we wondered if we could keep our minds., But we had enough
who could laugh at some feature of the worst of it sndwe came out nesrly
gsane! Jepenese actions end statements were sbsurd enough to provide
absurdities to give us release in laughter! All the folks who left
before December 10th had to heve s vacation because of the strain

they had been throughe Well, we hed to take our vacation right here.

: In the midst of all thst excitement we had to feed 69,000
people who had crowded into the public and instftutional muildings
we held $111 the last minute as yeservoirs for those who could not
make prviste srrangements for a house in the Zone., Originslly we
estimeted by crowding, we could put only 35,000 in these bulldings!
The paniec of women in private houses every morning duying the first
week swelled the total by 20,000 because they were relatively more
safe in the crowded camps, espeecially at Ginling College and %the
University of Nankings With alllthis disorder about us, with every
truck or aubte taken by stray Japanese soldiers 1f there were not a
foreigner sitting right in 1t, we had a desparste time getting good
‘40 them. The first two nights we had to take rlce in private cers
to some of those caups %o keep people from going more than two days
without foode Then we faced the dally fear our rice would not hold
out because if the whole population were dependent upon what we had
hauled in so despars ely during the defence of Nanking, 1t would only
last the 250,000 people one week. But we were soon %o leayn that our
two chief assets were the ingenuity and endurance of the Chinese
population and good weather. The Chinese 2re more agcustomed to
dissster than we soevery fem ily that had anything had brought all the
“pice they could pessibly store before we startedihsuling---all rice
shops were closed by then. 4nd that individuel foresight has saved
the populsation because the Japanese have nol released H r ssle enough
rice for two weeks' fotal consumption in the three months they have
been here. aAnd they confiscated enough fwom the Chinese army, private
stocks, and from our stocks, to feed the population more than three
montha, -
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with the Japanese order in the nidst of the "Great Cold"
for ell the people to go home in less then seven days, people did
begln %o move out and now our camps are down to one-third, 23,000.
By hook or crook we have teld on to and seaquired emough rice to
garry that many snother threc weeks yet. /8 soon a8 thet movement
home started the first of Februery we begen to shift a® mueh as
possible %o cash relief because the people could buy rice outside
of the Zone, though irregularlyand with deffioulty. So now we are
putting out more relief in cash than in rice---sbout §1,000 per day
or $3.85 per family in Chinese currency/ [f (i.e., US8l.14). To date
we heve helped over 6,000 families in this way.

Mareh 9the Well, if readingsiout December is &8 disturbing
to you a8 writing sbout it was %o me last night, you won't sleep
after reading this. I% brought back the sinking feeling in the pit
of my stomsch that I had up until about two weeks sgo. The trouble
was we were foreseeing what the future had in store for this population.
On the 20th of December when iy. Fitch snd I drove syound the southern
part of the city inthe gathering dusk and found the Jepanese Army
systematically teking the remaining goods out of stores and loading it
in Army trucks, then setting fire to the buildings we realized thst
it was deliberate destruction rather than accidental. The Y.M.C.A,.
building had just been fired when we got there. Wg fully recognized
that thiés deliberate destruction of the elty would mean the finish
of the loecal economic resourccs with which the population had some
chance of staging & combback. In the month following they burned over
three-fourths of the stores in town (all the large ones, only some
gnall ones remasining) and all of them were completely looted. Now
they are hauling all the loot and wrecked csrs ete., out on the railwsy
to Japan. Reminds one of the Punic wars!

When we talked about how badly the Japemnese Army was tre t-
ing Nenking, Some of them came back with the remerk that it wae just
like all symies did and instanced Belgium. O,r good CGermen eomrades
did not like that! One of them had seen serviece in Belgium and while
he adnitted actd by individual soldiers sald this wes much greater in
extent, and there soldiers caught in such asctione were shot. One of
our number who bad been with the British army in Hesopotamia said’
the onlycase of rape they found there was of 2 Furdish woman snd the
goldler was shot before the whole brigade of 5,000 men. Since a lull
in our policing job,; we have been reading up on Belgium end have about
declded thet the Japm ese killed more civd lismns and Mirned more
buildings bere in one c¢ity then the Cermans did in all Belgium! When
they objected to the Germen representztive here calling it disorder,
he quiekly asked, "Do you mean to tell me that this wes all ordered
by Jepm ese efflceras™ ;

I know some of my pacifist and neutrality friends will
wonder what stend we took on smericen righits. when the Zone was started
we all defi ltely decided that 1t should not concern foreign property
or rights. We stayed at our own risk and did not expect any suecor.
But when the Japanese got here they would not listen to any humanie-
tarian asppeal 8t sll. They credited us with only the most narrowly
selfish interests for looking out for ourselves as fopeligners end
our property. The first spark of interest we got from them on the
welfare of the refugees was when we finally $old them thst their
soldiers were mistresting refugees onjAmerican. property. They got
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exel ted at once and did nothing! But graduaslly guards were established
st those places (containing nesyly two-thirds of the prefugees in caaps)
end we went through & "guarded stage." (Buf not of our private
residences Shough we had to argue one whole afternoon to prevent thetl!)
oup German chairmen told them when the Chinese were sefe we would be
gdfe.) After the Americen representatives got here they took a sironger
attitude on the illegal entrance of Ameriean property then we had
tliought of, although they hased their attitude on ¢ large body of
precedent in China. It wes merely an attempt %o cerry through the
request thet the Jepesnese ask for permission to search American property
that led to the Alllson ineident. From the very first night the
Jepanesa were ® re, we had not objected to any legal search. But what
gave the trouble wes stray groups of three to seven soldiers who would
eome around eand when caught would claim they were looking for Chinese
soldiers! Lest I mispepresent the facts, T mist insert that after
December 27%h, the Japanese finally came %o do what we had asked for

on December l4th-~-to station guards at the entrences to theZone and
order &ll soldlera to stay out. That Lmproved the situation but because
ineffTectively carried out 44d not clear 1t up.

Some will think the above 18 an incitement for smerics to
declare wey on Japan. Far from 1t. When things were at thelr hottest,
one of our group kidded a pacifist, "well, are you still a pacifiste™
He came back, "Yes and beconing more so every dasy." while it does
not excuse the Japancee and they seem to heve set & world's record
for a modern (%) army, it 18 true that the background of all this is
WARe It bringe out the worst in men. (Yes, even the Jepsnese as soon

a8 they got to Nanking told us, "Phis is wapr,® though their propaganda
at home and abproad calls it an "incident". They seem to want the
advantages of callng 1t & "war" without assuming the responsibilities
of doing 80 !) Even our own thoughts have been coarsened by it---we
discussed rape &%t & dinner where ladies were present on Christmas day.
No, for the iUnited States to go to war with Japesn would just spresd
this mess around the world. Nor will an isolation poliey of "save our
own gkins" peally help solve the problem. We ere beginning to have to
pay for thet now. The decade of hope for some form of @ llective
security has passed and with British capitulation from thet formulas
the ide 18 quite defiiltely set toward an aprmament race in which each
nation looks out for itself and the devil take the hindmost. Under
present conditions 1t is either collective ammement on an economicsl
basis or else individual armament onz competitive and expensive busis.
We have chosen the latter course and now we will have to foot the bill.
A8 I th ed topoimt out last fall (but the Chrigtian Century would not
publish 1%!) the puply negative solution of the Neutrelity Act would
be ungatisfactory and 1% would probebly be swept aeide by & tide of
belligerency. If we did not want to go the full way of collective
armament, there wes the form of guarantee of world security for all by
the use of internstional econom' ¢ Sanctions against agpression. But
we 80 feared that would lead towar that our fears heve »ut usg in the
way that leads to war! 4nd we sre so hamstrung by the new-found
conscience over our past imperizlism that we cen do nothing %o stop
the spresd of aggreseive imperialism by others, Just because we have
engaged in "punitive expeditions" and now realize thet such thimgs
are nok best for world welfare, it is not enough for us $o fold oup
hands and say "We cannot object, becsuse we committed the ssme sin."

" Rether we must ask all the nations of the world to live up to the
most recent revelation of moral insight, Well, Starley Jones 18 stating
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the moral issue much nore clesrly than I can! Either the nations of
the world asust cooperete for & better intemetional order or else
#l1 will live in the mess of an anarchical world. :

We are having %o slow up our relief work because it is ¥
reported that the Americsn Red Cross campalgn 1s not progreasing
favorably., From all Indicaztions we ere only st the beginning of the
relief poblem in China, both behind the Chinese lines where the chief
problems sre care of the wounded soldlers awml refugeesy from the war
areas, snd behind the Japanesge lines where the chief problem is the
care of elviliens in & wapr-torn area. We have found the latter problem.
more difficult than therrelief problem created by the Yangtze River
Flood of 1931. With an "act of God," such #s & flood, reliel work
¢an proceed with full force immedietely; with an "act of man," the
deviltry seems to heve only begun and reliefwork is hampered on every
gide by the men who committedd the act. In 1931 shipleads of whest
were shipped immedietely; now we, an Internstional relief committese,
are prohlbited from shipping anything on elther foreign boats op
Japanesge boate. (Compare this thousgh with Belgiym where the imerican
Relief Commission shipped in food supplies long after Germsn oceupstiony))
In 1931 people could return toltheir farms as moon =28 the waters had
receded; now farmers do not dape return %o their fields three and four
monthe after the fighting has cessed. If the winter wheet erop is
harvested in June by then the worst mebe may be over; if depredations
agalm t farmers by both Japsnese soldiers and Chinese bandite continue,
we will face serious famine conditions in the fertile Yangtze Valley
by late summer and fall, So lcsding relief workers in Shanghai are
telling us %0 cub our cloth so that it cen be spresd over at lesst a
year. That inecludes what is expected from the Americsn Red Cross

campalgn, If thet campalgn feils, the suffering here will be mach
worse., With all the hindrances on our work, with sctual cssh resources
we can find & way., Without the resources, we ¢=n do nothing.

{About Chinese bandify, T should explain te & the situatl on
is worse now then it was for any time during the last ten yeaps.
Japanese destruction of constituted authorites in this area, snd sssum-
ing no responsibility for & new one, coupled with destruction of %he
very bases of economie 1life; is driving the countryside to banditry.)

We hsve been g0 boyne down by the Japanese period of the
Sefety Zone that we have neerly forgotten the "“Chinese period". The
foresight of the Chinese Nayor of Wenking ih giving our Committee
over 2,400 tons of rice smd 500 tons of flour and $80,000 Chinese
currency for our woprk has been the chief salvation of thie population
through this winter. Now other funds have been mede available in
Shanghai. If we ted the 1,400 tons of rice smd 500 tons of flour the
Japenese confiscatedf from the above amounts, we would not have to
worry about food for the people on relief for the next few months.
The Chinese asgreed readily to withdraw all militaryestablishments of
from the Zone but there was r difference of opinion onthe guestion
of time. We urged spetd. They said thet the Japsnese would not be
nere for two weeks. So we did not get the Chinese militsry out until
i% was %oo lete to send any final notification to the Japsnese via
the 1llefated Pensy. But the «orning of December 13th I checked up
on the southern boundary of the Zone myself and there were no Chinese
soldiers there. A% noon when we went baek twenty bodies lay in the road
-==%hey had run when the Jepenese forces resched the boundary .
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In my studies of Soclology I have hesrd a lot zbout the
terrors of the “"interregnum”. We passed throusgh the siege of Nanking,
the retreat of the Chinese soldlers on the night of Deeesmber 12%h,
the period of no authority from the time the Chinese general left
Sunday afternoon mee until the Japanese high comuand arrived on &hke
Wednegday without 8 single disorder by civilians! The only disorders
were by the Jepenese soldiers beginning from the night of the 13th.
It sounds like & falry tale and vexy different from we expected.
1t may be that the fact we hed the Zone orgenized, thet the heroic
Chinese woprkers kept the light, water, and telephone going until the
evening of December 12%h which preserved much perfect order in & sea
of disorganizestion. But only a clerk remasined of the former City
Government end even the head of the police had fled! The buming
referred o in news despatches waes oubtside of the city wall, not inside.
In other words, we had here a set-up perfectly errsnged for the
Japenese to take control of the clvilian population peaombly and
and to heve hed the essential services going in 8 day or two. They
missed thet opportunity by being too blind %o see it!

But since she occupation gf by the troops of the Rising Bun,

I have come %o fully appreciate the value of orgenized soclety. In the
deluge of vandalism that broke upon this eity not a shop dared remain
open---our sgspeclally organized rice shop had $0 clese because its
workers were taken away aml the rice stolen by soldiers. Not & ricksha
or bicyble dered show iteelf on theo roed, nmueh less a car. The streets
were deserted excephing for a brief time for curb merketing early in
the morning. Then the sgony of getting 2 rice shop started, & simple
exchenge shop run by college greaduates, rice delivered by one of the
leading misesionaries of Nanking and later ¥or six weeks by an Aansyrican
Professor of the 0ld Testament, coal hauled by eur Professor of
Agrioultural ingineering after he cod d be released from the "polieing
Job." Then he orgenized & trucking service for hauling all food
supplies D r the whole clty and still supprvises it To do this he had
to plece toget her trucke dameaged by the Japm ese while hundreds of
Jepanese Army Srucks stood idle about the streets of the city! What
about the much talked of “cooperation"! 4ll these services were taken
for grented in Nanking under the Chinese. And the telephoune service has
not been restored yet, nor the mell, nor the banks, nor the movies,
NOYssssed The first function of the "Self-Government Committee," when
called together by the Japanese on Deecember 2244, was to organize three
houses of prostitution for the Japenese Arny~~-and nany were those
who blessed the event! But it was then we learmed with whom we were
working. Representatives of owr office manager went to the campuses
of Ginling College and the University of Nenking and from the midast

f the 10,000 refugees &t each with 2 sndp of & finger called forth

28 prostitutes! So we laughed and ssid the International Committee was
carrying ont 88 work with American missionaries, Chinese Chpistian
workers, German Nezl business men, Culnese Red Crosmg, ChHinese Red
Swagtiks, snd the underworld! But we all surged with the feeling of .
common humenity in thet crueial houp. The five-barred flag of the :
new ¢lty sovernment was raiged over Drum Tower on Jasnusry fl rst by &
former second hand merchant---for & second hand government !---now
Food Commissioner and head of thelepsrtment of Labor and Coomerceg
for the city. He told us asbout "self-government™: "wWhen the Japanese
say 'Yes,' we do itl" :
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We have come to understend the Japensse much better then we
dld. A week before thelr entry I preached %o our retreating University
group and gently blamed them for lesving end urged them to have faith
in the goodness anl humanity of the Japanese. The Chinese that remsined
reme ined are still leughing at us for our innocence! We soon lesrned
that the Japanese sincerely believed from the © mmon private up through
the highest men here thet while it wes necessary to show some regard
for foreigners they could do anything %o a € inese. While part of our
sucecess in meeting them was possibly due to our looking them straight
in the eye and a certain feeling of moral rightness in our poesition,
we realized that our nationality probably protected us fromdeath.
But Chinese who went about reliefl work risked death iteself and some
met 1t in falthful service. One refugee young man &t the University
Middle Sehool had been &8 big help in keeping Japanese soldiers fronm
moles ting woumen there because he could speak a little Japanese. Buil
wheén he refused to become & henchman for the eonsular police, he was
arrested=-~-gscaped méchine-guming once,; then taken from the residence
of &8 missionary who had given him refuge, and shot: When about New
Year's some of us were invited to the Japesnese Embassy for dinner,
this miselonary remerked, "Am I to go and eet with the murderers of
Liu Wen=pin?" 4nd yet we felt we had to be friendly in & personal way
in order to try to get to some working arrengement for the sake of the
250 GOO eivi U ans den@nain& on us far tbeir lives, honor, end food.

We &glso b@tter unﬁ@rstanﬁ gkyanewa prap&gand& “Yhe reas n
propeganda for the Imited Stetes, Japsn represents nerself &s defend=-
ing forelgn rights in Chins and preventing communiam, in China the
Japanege Aymy publishes statenents in Chinese pecounting her efforts to
drive the white race oub of Asia. In fact she is pepidly "eommmizing
Chine" in the old sense of cresting economic distress which gives rise
to bandltry, a3 well z8 foreing Chine to thrn more &nd more %o
Soviet Rugsia. After what we have geen here the following always
gets & leaugh: "In fomer times Khublai Khan's great armies rolled up
the gontinent of Fuprope like & mat. S0 why should we oriental peoples,
ereators of the spiritual cultire, sweetly submit %o the western
peopies' greed and arrogance?" (Press Relesse by Japsn@se Army in loecal |
hinese pasper, Nanking, Merch 10th, 1938.)

TIn the midst of such great suffering in January, Jépsnese news sguada
. went eround stazing pletures of Japanese soldiers giving candy %o a

g ehlild or an A=py Aray doctor examining 20 ehildren. But these acts
\were not repeated when no camera was around! .

dome American frlends had thelr bouses pretty well looted
by Japenese soldlers---oh yed#, we caught them in ithe attics going
through boxes end chased them out of basements where refugee women
were hiding--~but the fact thet most of ocur houses were cremmed full
of refugeaa eovered up much of owr stuffl! Uy house crowded %o the
attic with refugeef families miraculously escaped looting though my
refugee guests suffered both looting end rape. Two men stayed at home
- and protected the refugees in thelr houses but others of us fels
to ereate such islands in the midat of so much suffering was useless,
S0 we struggled %o improve conditions in general and filed two
protesta with the Japanese Embassy dally for a month &nd did get the
Japsnese soldiers excluded from the Zone after two weeks. However,this
wag only pertially effective. The house here where elght of us were
staying snd none of ug eould stay during the dey to protect escaped.
The Japanese soldlers only happened %o come when somé@one wag &t home
oy at night. Sevepral of us traded off sleeping &8t two of our camps
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and the University Hosplital until into February to protect the women
there.

whe t are the proapects of the Univergity re-opening here?
ibout zero for & yeer at lesst. I eriticized our students and staff
for lecving. Now I am glad they did as pyrobably most of the =fudents
would have been shot with the Japsnese in the mood they were when they
took this city. Even the return of one of %two Chinese BSeminary
professors from the countyryside where they hid out has been & subject
of much questioning. So if we ever get thyrough with the refugee Job
here, we will po bebiy filter out to Szechuen where the intelligentsia
of China are now gethered. The Japénese only took the physical
structure of Nanking end the poorest part of its populstion, not the
‘Capital' as we kmew it.

On the other hand evangelistic work here h&e a big opening.
In our refugee work we have almost leaned over backwards %o make supe
thet none of it was made conditional upon & man's being a8 Christian or
to give Christians eny favoritism out of funds given for the general
welfere.  (We have helped Christimns out of special funds though.)
And while we were laboring Sundey like any other dey %o keep the
population fed end protected, the few Chinese pastors lefi in the city
found the people very respénsive %o the ‘hrlstian measage. L8 one
intel lizent pestor expressed i1t: "Now they bellieve beyond all bellef)"
¥e are struggling now %o get some more mission workers back so they
cen hely in the continuing relief work for widows and others who heve
no home oy family to go bBack to.

I came nere lagt September against the express instructions
of the Adnericen Eabessy "just for three days" snl stayed through until
now when the American Government 18 proclaiming that Americans have &
right to live and move sbout in China., The world do move! After all
the effort last fall to get missionefPles out =mmd some of the thoughtless
words thet were said about it, I cen only say thet we vere trezted in
the finsst manner by our sfmericen representatives here &nd when they
left some of them sald they wished they could stay end help us. Since
their return in Janwary they have been &8 help a8 men as well &as
representatives of our Government. And without endorging the polley of
forelgn gunboats (including Jeapznesels) on the Yengtze, we can express
ouyr epgr eciation of the fine way the gunbeats of both the imericenjend
British nevies have cerriecd yrelief supplies znd sent urgent radio
messages for us.

Oyr peéreonal plane are unknown! Merdle and the children
stayed in Xuling until the imericsn Scheol there broke up on Deceémber
26%h. Then she travelled as fayr as Hongkong with the school but stayed
there on Cheung Chau Island while the others went on to Shanghal. The
children sre enjoying a winter in that southern clime although the
oldest, Margaret Ann, hed dysentery after getting there--but got over
it sstisfectorily. Joan i8 thriving. They had hoped I eoculd join them
there but since we have been virtually prisoners here énd now only go
out under danger of not being allowed %o come badk ---a8 well as the facs
the work goes on needing us---keeps me from even hayd ng any hopes of
getting to Hongkonz this spring. Yhere ierdlie will go for the summepr
(thet 1s, May last there) remains to be seeén. 3Bemie~in-4he Bagulo
in the Philipines 1s most convenient for her and I certainly do not want
to go to Jepan! VWould like to get where I wouldn't see & Jupanese for
three months. (Ch yes, there are amény fine Japenese I would like to see!l)
Still othe 8 say they heve been sweetened on Japan after being inside
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the eountry. We ere kind of at the back door here. If I go %o Chengtu,
Merdis says she wants 0 go with me. That partly depends upon the
vigor of the Jspanese southern csmpaign! well, %v might go &around by
Burma! (Until Turther word you had better address us here in Nenkinge--
but remenber the meil will be sensored in hanghei. This letter will

g0 by hend until 1% iz safely on & foreign steamer out of Shanghal.)

Do I hate the Jp snese? No. I dislike very much thelr poliey
and I dislike very muchthe way. they are treating the common paople of
China. smd 1 ﬁ”li@?@ the twuth will out snd T did not want t o gn 8o
it8 way! But if 7 am ever glven the opportunity of doing the ga ?/ﬁ%
we héve done here fcr 250,000 ¥fhincse men, women , end e¢hildpren, would
do the seme right over egain. This experience has nl”ﬁ cJQVLﬂc@& me that
there 18 reéeally no nthev way for the world but thet of Christian love.

It us heer from you. Thereby you may s=ave our souls)

Your friends in China,
Lewis and Margaret Smythe

i#t‘t}.’ 1934&'0

Nanking, #aprch l4th, 1938,

United Christian ilsaionary ~otiety,
Indisnapolls, Ind.
Ueba As

hilemen s

¥ill you please nimeograph te above letter and send %0 the
J
game peraons as you gent my Christmas letter? Charge costs to ay

galary sccount. Do not publish.

Many theanks.
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