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An absorbing study of Nestorian Christianity in China
explaining the influence of Buddhism and the Nestorian
use of Buddhist terms to translate Christian ideas. Extensive
quotations from Nestorian documents are a valuable feature
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PREFACE

It gives me great pleasure to write an English preface to
this new treatise on Christianity in the Tang Dynasty. Other
studies on this general subject have been published from
time to time by various authors. But I believe this is the
first book in the Chinese language which so fully discusses
Chinese Nestorianism in all its details of inception, develop-
ment, and relation to Buddhism.

Rev. Kung T'ien-min, (Timothy Kung) himself a Buddhist
before he accepted Christianity, is an authority on Chinese
Buddhism who is acquainted with this religion from personal
contact and who has made a thorough study of the same
over a period of many years. He is therefore fully qualified
to handle his subject, both from the view of personal
experience and from that of systematic research. This new
treatise is also a thesis for a Bachelor of Arts Degree which
the author has received from the Buddhist University in Kyoto,
Japan.

The author graduated from the Lutheran Theological
Seminary in Hongkong in 1953. In 1957 he received the
Bachelor of Arts Degree from the Buddhist University in
Japan. He has also studied at Luther Seminary, St. Paul
Minnesota, U.S. A., where he also lectured on Buddhism in

1958-59. He received M. A. Degree from Buddhist Otani
University in Japan in March 1960. He is member of the

Japanese Association of Indian and Buddhist Studies in Japan,
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and Buddhist Folklore Society in Japan. For several yeas he
has been a missionary in Japan in the employ of the Lutheran
Church, From 1960 he is professor at Taiwan Lutheran
Theological Seminary.

Former works of the author include The Study of Buddhism

published in Hongkong in 1958, and several translations of
Chinese treatises on related subjects among which may be

mentioned From Buddhism to Christianity.

This new treatise on this intriguing subject will be heaxtily
welcomed by all students of Early Christianity in China and
the relation of Chinese Nestorianism to Buddhism. It is also
hoped that it will be of genuine interest to all readers who
are concerned about the expansion of Christianity among the
five hundred million Chinese people, less than one percent
of whom are as yet Christian.

Russell E. Nelson, Ph. D,
President, Taiwan Lutheran Theological Seminary
Taipei, Taiwan

March, 1960
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1. Glory to God in the Highest and on earth peace
And a good hope to mankind,
2. We worship Thee, we glorify Thee, We exalt Thee,
3. Being who art from eternity, Hidden nature that cannot be fathomed,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, King of kings and Lord of lords.
4, Who dwellest in the glorious lightt Whom no man has seen,
And cannot see;
5. Who alone art holy And alone mighty And alone Immortal.
6. We confess Thee through the mediator of our blessings, Jesus, Messiah,

The Savior of the world and the Son of ‘the Highest.

7. O Lamb of the living God Who takest away the sins of the world.
Have mercy upon us.

8. Who sittest at the right hand of our Father, Receive our request.

9. For Thou art our God, and Thou art our Lord, and Thou art our King,
and Thou art our Saviour,

10. And Thou art the forgiver of our sins. The eyes of all men hang on thee.

11. Jesus Christ, Glory to God Thy Father, and to Thee, and to the Holy

Ghost, for ever. Amen.
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