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How can we find guidance for living our lives? Can
the Bible help us? If so, do we still need to obey all
the laws of the Old Testament? What does the New
Testament mean when it speaks of the ‘Law of Christ'?
How is this related to the laws of the Old Testament?
These are some of the problems faced by the author in
this book.

Published by arrangement with the United Society
for Christian Literature, London.
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FOREWORD:

"I'his book comes out of a team writing project in Bishop
Tucker College, Mukono, Uganda. Any value it may have
is owed to the help, criticism and advice of the students
who shared its writing. In particular thanks are due to J.

Mucckori, A. Ntogota, C. Bamwoze and S, Kamagara, who .

worked with me week by week, and who are now out in
their work in the Church of Uganda. They would agree
with me that this team method of writing has its peculiar
worth for Africa today. As we worked together we grew
in the assurance that here God was leading us into a new
path of fruitful fellowship with one another.

But any faults lie squarely on the author’s shoulders.
That is only fair! It is our prayer that, along with its
obvious purposes of teaching a little of the Laws of Chris-
tian living, this book may serve to persuade others to ex-
periment along similar lines of writing.

JOHN POULTON
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INTRODUCTION

This book is about the way a Christian should live.
What rules has he to guide him? Is he always free to
choose his own way, or must the Church direct him?
Does the Bible attempt to be a text-book of behaviour for
the Christian? These are important questions for us to
answer, especially today.

For, at present, churches in many parts of the world,
which have been under missionary control, are learning to
act alone. African and Asian leaders are having to find out
for themselves more and more of the answers that the
churches must give to modern situations. This is good and
healthy.

And Christian leadtrs are not the only people who
want freedom to decide, and the experience of making
right choices independently. Every Christian, as he grows
up, wants to know how he may find and follow for himself,
the ways of good conduct and obedience to God.

Some churches do try to give their members most of the
detailed help they need, through their leaders, Many
other Christians are tempted to admire and envy such
systems. They ask that their own churches also should
write down many laws, and in the same way enforce
standards of Christian behaviour.

The easy answer to such requests is to say “the Bible
is our law.” That is to say, all the guidance we need for
Christian living is contained in the Bible, and we do not
need the church to tell us what we should do.

But a sincere Christian who starts to use the Bible in
that way will soon run into difficulties. For the Bible
itself often seems to speak with two voices!
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- The first, in the Qld Testament, is usually easier to
understand. “Thou shalt not” is something we can follow
without difficulty. No other gods but one, no murder,
no adultery, no stealing, no lies. That sort of law we have
grown up with since childhood. “Don’t play with the
fire.” “Don’t eat this plant—it’s poisonous.” “Don’t
pick up snakes.” We have all learned to live safely and
bappily because of such wise prohibitions from our
parents. If parents fail to give their children such plain
rules, and to punish them if they start to break them, we
know they are cruel. In the same way, when man first
tried to follow the Lord God, he was given certain plain,
definite laws to guide him.

But when we turn to the New Testament we seem to
hear another voice. For although Christ there gives a lot
of new teaching abant our way of living, it is not in the
form of a new set of laws. It is not so obvious how we may
follow it.

Our Lord wanted His friends to stand by themselves,
and to make their own decisions, They quickly came to
understand from His teaching some extremely important
ideas. These ideas govern and direct Christian behaviour.
The writers of the Letters were going to write these down,
and work out their meaning, very soon after Christ’s
death. But we cannot find in the gospels any sort of new
text-book series of rules which Jesus gave to guide us in
particular situations,

Think, for instance, of Christ’s “summary of the
Law” (Matthew 22: 37-40). The leaders of the Jews
were trying to trap Jesus into making some statement that
would clearly oppose the old Law, so that they might
‘condemn Him. Instead of that, Jesus said that the whole
Law could be explained and' followed in two simple
rules—

Love the Lord your God.

Love your neighbour, -

If this is a summary of the “law of Christ”, thenwecan *
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see at once that this is a new sort of law. It gives us no
immediate guidance in this or that particular problem.
We are to work out for ourselves the details of our Chris-
tian life day by day with the help of such simple guiding
ideas. Christ took His friends, and wants to take us, be-
yond that stage where we want to have rules written down
for us. He wants His friends to be adults, mature and
free. He wants them, in fact, to do as they like (since, if
He lives in them, they will like what is good and according
to His will).

We may think now that this makes the Old Testament
useless for the Christian. This is not so, and we shall see
why in later chapters. For the moment it is enough to
realize that we cannot just say ‘“‘the Bible is our guide”,
without some more explanation.

We shall not get far, however, unless, from the start, we
remember clearly what the Bible says about “being 2
Christian”. This is nowhere described in terms of good
behaviour. The Bible does not teach that when a man
reaches a certain standard of right conduct, he has earned
the right to be called a Christian, although in some coun-
tries people do use the word “Christian” loosely in that
way. Instead we find a Christian described as “born
again” (John 3:3), “a new creature” (z Corinthians
5:17), “a friend” of Jesus (John 15:15), and a “temple of
the Holy Spirit”’ (x Corinthians 3:16, 17).

The New Testament says clearly that a.Christian is a
person who has committed his life in simple trust to
Jesus Christ. A change has taken place. He is not as he
used to be. Everything that the New Testament teaches

about the way he should live is based on this fact. The

Christian is a changed man. He is now “in Christ”, and
Christ is in him. Christian actions and Christian decisions,
all the things a Christian does, arise from his new relation-
ship to Christ. He does what he does because he is what he is.

This is what our Lord means in Matthew 7 :16-20 when
He says:—
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“Are grapes gathered from thorns, or figs from thistles ?
So, every sound tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree
bears evil fruit. A sound tree cannot bear evil ffuit, nor
can a bad tree bear good fruit. . . . Thus you will know
them by their fruits.”

And the same picture is in St. Paul’s mind when he
writes in Galatians 5: 22, 23:—

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindnéss, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control:
against such there is no law.”

These verses speak of the source of all Christian be-
haviour. It is not obedience to laws written down. It is
rather the natural working out of the life of Christ within
the Christian. By that life he is guided and directed.

We know that this does not make us perfect in a day or
two. We need some of the rules and laws written down

to help us to know how to express the life of Christ within.

us. But we see our aim, It is that we should grow up into
what Paul calls “the full stature of a Christian man”.
Such a “full-grown” Christian would put nothing in the
way of the Holy Spirit. He would be getting near to the
pattern Christ Himself set.

And meanwhile Paul could accurately describe our life
thus:—

“I am not already perfect . . . but one thing I do, for-
getting what lies behind, and straining forward to what
lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:12-
14).
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2

HOW TO KNOW WHAT IS RIGHT

WB have already seen that the Jews in the times of the
Old Testament could claim to know what was right
from the details of their Law. By the time of Jesus, the
scribes had made small regulations controlling every
action and situation a man could meet, This “tradition
of the elders”, though it told men clearly what was right
and good to do, had grown into a great burden,

The Law had become a curse to men, because no one
could expect to keep it all. All would fall short at some
point or other. And those who tried hardest would be-
;_:;ﬂm; the most disappointed and depressed when they
failed.

St. Paul could speak of this from his own experience.
He had gone through all that sad struggle for goodness,
trying desperately hard to keep the Law. His gospel is one

of freedom from that hopeless struggle, a freedom brought

by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. He says in
very simple words, ““Christ is the end of the law, that
everyone who has faith may be justified”” (Romans 10: 4).
“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who
are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1).

That was good news for a Jew. It is good news for usl
It means that we have no longer to think of the Law as a
standard by which we shall certainly fail, and which will
always prove us guilty. As Christians we shall not be
judged in that way at all. For Christ. Himself has taken
our sins upon Him, on the Cross. He has died for us,
taking the curse and punishment of the Law from
us.
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The New Law

When the New Testament speaks of ‘“‘the law of
Christ”, it means something quite different. “For the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free
from the law of sin and death” (Romans 8:2). Christ has
removed us from the place of judgment under the old
Law, forgiving us all our sins. When'we helieve in Him,
we see ourselves sef free from the struggle with sin that
could never be successful. We stand now under a new
Law, “the Law of Christ”. This, as we shall:see, de-
scribes our new way of life which we willingly follow along
with all Christ’s ‘people.

Paul’s command in Galatians, “Bear one -another’s
burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ” (6: 2), givesus 2
~lear picture. Keeping the law of Christ is something we
share with others. Often it is through other’ Christians
that we discover what is right for us to do.

The new Law is not a set of rules written down, a
standard which is sure to find us guilty, and to condemn
us for sin. Christ’s law is.the highest and best sort of life
His people can live, helping one another on day by day.
We cannot expect, therefore, to describe it in every detail
in a book. The law of Christ is something we learn when we
start to live it!

It follows from this that we cannot really speak of
“Christian ethics” or “Christian standards” except for
Christian people. For to be “under the law of Christ’
(1 Corinthians g: 21) must mean first of all that we are
alive in Christ, that we have personal faith in Him. Only
so can we be free from the old Law of sin and condemna-
tion. Only so can we have the power of the Spirit to help
us to bring forth “the fruit” of Christian behaviour.
That new way of life is seen by other people when we
live better lives. But the better life is only a sign that we
have received the forgiveness and grace of Jesus Christ.
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We cannot expect it from those who have not yet accepted

those gifts from Him!

We can put our question in other words, therefore.
“How to know what is right” is only one part of our
bigger desire as Christians. We want to know how to be,
and to stay, in fellowship with Christ and one another.

Let us now examine some of the ways which experience

shows to be helpful and necessary if Christians are to do
that,

Fellowship

One of the obvious marks of Christian people ought to
be that we share life together, and are of one mind and
purpose. The Bible callsall those who believe in Jesus. . .
His Body (1 Corinthians 12), a Vine (John 15), a Temple
(Ephesians 2: 19-22). They are “walking in Light”
together (1 John 1: 7), and Christ Himself s the Light
(John 8:12) All these pictures try to say just this, that
we are not merely men and women, boys and girls, but

that we belong together and share a common life through
the Spirit of Christ in us,

Now in any human society people nearly always want -

to behave according to what they find their felloys doing
and thinking and saying. Unless a person is very power-
fully convinced, he will not do things that are against the
ideas and habits of others in his society. What others do
is usually “right” for us to do. That is the way all men
behave. '

The same force is at work in the Christian society—but
with a difference, We too find that the things we see our

come the things that direct our own behaviour. But in
saying that, we are in fact describing how the Holy Spirit
works in us among us. It is He who, through this
fellowship, directs and guides those who follow Christ.
This explains why we should often ask the advice of
other Christians before we make a decision, It may be our

%§Mkwmm$%ﬁﬂm@@%WA%ﬁﬁggﬁm1
ﬁh»ﬁ%ﬂmﬁ%ﬂ%%@%%%~ﬁﬁﬁ$$$
| BTG (iR S0 | AR SRR R
PO — I 7 o R IPHE TS MR/ERE fE% » DABERR R
SR R I el PR o :
iggggg%’m%%%%M%%@m:ﬂﬁ%ﬁ
IR A BT AR Fk o
¥ R S 7 43 2
FeA A T =R HE 5 ;BZ_. 3 H@\%%:}'* i e 1:!‘ ’Jj"-'f"
ﬁ=§Eﬁiigﬁﬂiﬁﬂm@%@m@ﬁa?%gﬁ
MMty 2 38 (kS RS - —38) s WA BT (Y s.fa%_:.l? =
T ) o i (DA LS ) o LR
rE%$ﬁ£Hﬁ%;%;ﬁt%)’mgﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ%
o 1o = ) 38— B Tt PR R
RHBHL 5 ARk A - BETILH T » THEBER
Wﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁ%ﬁs%ﬂﬂﬁﬂ&%ﬁ—ﬁkﬁ?ﬁﬁé
H&mkﬁmm@$'AMﬁxgﬁﬁﬁgﬁ@§@
@%m%,mﬂ’mmMﬁmmo~MA@¢§@¢%%
ﬁhmmms@%%ﬁﬂ@&mm@¢%A@§ﬁm:&
B9 o 5 AT o T ARALRIMERTS [ 3 L 00 © 38
R FT# A7t J7vk o ilairi ) St
ggggg@$’ﬁ%%ﬂ%m&ﬁﬁﬂj@ﬁ%{
ﬁ°ﬁmmﬁﬂﬁwm%%ﬁﬂ%%%%ﬁﬁjgzﬁ
%ﬁmmﬁﬁ%mﬂmaamﬁﬁm$o@@%@;T:
W$HL%&%@%%EQNZ¢E“&M;&@?
Mﬁ%ﬁ@@%»%ﬁmﬁﬁ&%ﬁ%&ﬁ@bﬁé%&
Eﬁﬁ%?ﬂﬂﬂﬂ%&*%%ﬁZ@ﬁ%mﬂ%m
ARG o g 0 AR PR o BRI BT



pastor, or some other church leader to whom we can go. It
may more often be a friend, or a group of friends. In our
discussion together, the Holy Spirit can show us things we

could “not see on our own. For instance, we often have

difficulty in recognizing our true motives for wanting to do
this or that. We are not sure whether we ought to do it
or whether we are just being selfish in wanting to do it.
At such times a friend can show us our special weaknesses
or remind us of those “blind spots” which make a right
decision hard for us to reach alone. On the other hand,
it sometimes happens that we hesitate to do something
we really ought to do because of fear or false humility. A
friend can show us this, and give us the help we need.

We can find help in many ways. Sermons in church,
Bible-studies in small groups, meetings in any groups
when Christians intend to help one another along in the
Christian life, all share this common aim. They ate
times when, through fellowship together, the Holy
Spirit can guide and direct members of the one Body,
Christ’s Church,

The same applies to our reading of Christian books.
The Holy Spirit has helped the writers to put down those
things that can help us. When we read them, we are, as it
were, in fellowship with the writer. Through him we are
in fellowship with his friends, and all the many sources of
Christian life which helped him to write as he did. Thus
to read a Christian book is an exciting way of widening our
circle of Christian friends through whom the Holy Spirit
can help and guide us. Sometimes this will be across long
centuries of history!

Christians today are realizing more clearly how strong
is the power of fellowship to help them. In many coun-
tries they are holding camps and conferences in holiday-
time. Conventions try to bring Christians to live together
for a short time. Then they not only hear helpful address-
es, but can share their problems and difficulties with one
another. Correspondence courses of Bible-study, and
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world-wide fellowships reading the same Bible passages
together day by day are other ways in which Christians
try to help each other. In all these ways the aim is to make
fellowship alive and effective. Wl

In East Africa, in those places where Revival has come
to the churches, those who are seeking to follow Christ
closely meet each week for a “fellowship meeting”. At
that time they share together the ways the Lord has
helped and guided them in the past week, and pray and
read the Bible. Again, this is an attempt to make fellow-
ship real and helpful to each Christian. Because the
main “fellowship meeting” may be too large for much
personal speaking, members usually group themselves
afterwards perhaps by twos and threes, and continue the
same sharing and mutual encouragement. ]

Details and “methods” are not so important. What #s
important is that we should realize that God intends others
to play their part in guiding us, When we commit our-
selves to the Christian family, God shows us how we
should learn the family ways and customs, walking each
day worthy of the family name we now bear. We learn
to look round for every possible help we can gain from our
fellow-Christians. We learn to recognize those who can
give us the best advice, We learn not to act alone when we
ought to act together. In these ways we allow the Holy
Spirit to guide us through our fellowship in Christ.
Prayer

Every Christian knows that prayer is his chief way of
keeping in touch with God. We know too that we shall not
know what is right to do if we are not right first with God.
So some thought about prayer must come next.

True prayer is two-way prayer. We worship God. We
thank EG?V?d. ltVe confess to God. We intercede before
God. We ask God for necessary things. But also we
wait upon God. We are quiet and listen for God. We
expect God to show us the right way. We know we cannot

B

WO BRI © PRSI O » 2 VG B R
RS » 248 I BB 53— i » 2B — W00 -
R e R T 2 _

TERUIEN + S B LB A » TR LR A
A 5 B BT T R ] o R
B 3 o 23— 5 T A RS0 R P 77
- 3 B T RIS o 38— M
A i et O 5507 o RESAH [ A4 | A
Mk% . mAstssBatRg » SEMRERSs
AL S A = AL » IR 05 SR R

MDA ek | RO o B R B AR
WG 53 1o BB A A TR Ay I BIER M o BRI
W b B RN - AR R P
RO TR0 13 47 ARVED » 45 B AT PSEBR B E T
SARIHIR I o PMEVR EERR P FHE R 5
B ) i A UMD © TR A
SRR I s AR SRR R IR R )
WS ol DL 70) o MRS » R R
R 2 3 T AR LR T o

W _
s on 1 B35 0 0 T L Al B (R RO 32
SR o 38 g - BRI H SRR A IE

s BRI el £ A TE B © BRI A
P08 0 it 4 z

ﬁﬁWmM%ﬁﬁ@WMM°ﬂM%%L%i?ﬂ%
T8 o ER W) A SRR o RAME A TAAT RS AR
WL i o o A © (BRI 7 o R

ST R 1 o TS LA IR RN IERB A 1€ o



ourselves frame the best prayers, since only God knows
our real needs.!

The second part of that description of prayer suggests
to us how our prayers can lead us to know what is right.
When we allow God His share of our prayer-times, we
will often receive an inner warning that what we were
planning to do was wrong; or an assurance that it was
right. If we are honest in our prayers we shall truly want
God to show us. Sometimes we make the mistake of
having already decided before we ask God to guide us!
Then it is difficult for God to show us if we ought to
change our minds.

"There are times when we are fairly sure that a certain
decision is the right one; we feel this in our discussion of
it with others, and our own thinking. We may then pray
about it in a positive way. We may ask God to stop us if it
is wrong, but expeet to go ahead unless He makes it plain
that we were mistaken. “If our hearts do not condemn
us”, says the writer of 1 John, “we have confidence be-
fore God” (3:2r)

At other times, when we are not so sure that a certain
decision is the right one, then we should hold back. If
in our prayers we cannot feel sure that God approves of
our action, He may be definitely stopping us. He may, on
the other hand, be saying that the time is not yet right.
About any such decision, the apostle Paul says, “Let
everyone be fully convinced in his own mind”, “for
whatever does not proceed from faith is sin” (Romans
14: 5, 23).

Conscience

We think about this next because it follows closely
from what we have just been thinking about. Conscience
is like a voice or a strong feeling within a man. It causes
him to feel that this is right, and that is wrong.

1 For more about prayer, seec Key Books No, 2, Letters to a Friend,
especially letters 2 and 6.
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Many African languages do not have one word for
conscience. But every African, and every human being in
any country, knows it as a fact. When we catch 2 little
boy stealing mangoes, his face shows that he understands
he has done something wrong. When we tell lies to cover
Up some action, our conscience is busy making us feel
uncomfortable, We may even look so confused and guilty
as a result, that our lies will not be believed!

But conscience is not an €asy matter to think about.
It can be, for a Christian, the voice of God speaking to
direct us. But sometimes it is not. Sometimes the Devil
may use it. Often we shall receive through our conscience
a jumble of voices, good and bad,

Perhaps the picture of a radio set is useful to us here.
The conscience can be “tuned in” to bring us God’s voice,
if we carefully keep it on the right wave-length. That
is the purpose of the sort of prayer we discussed just now.

But if we neglect to keep the set “tuned”, then our
conscience starts to pick up a number of other voices, and
the voice of God grows fainter and fainter,

All other “voices” are not bad. Some of them repre-

mothers and fathers when we were young. In many
lands of Africa and Asia today the “voice” of nationalism
IS a very strong “‘transmitter”, which we cannot fail to
“pick up” very often. ;
Along with these come the voices which result from
education. We have been taught, first at home, then at
school, and in each part of our life, that some things are
good, some are bad. So our education becomes a guide
to us in many things. We might take as an example, the
question of flies, dirt, and uncovered food in the home.
The uneducated man or woman hears no voice saying that
these things are dangerous and may lead to disease and
death. The educated person thinks that what is allowed
to happen regarding these things is a matter of “right”
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and “wrong”. Education in hygiene has become one of
the “good voices acting on our conscience.

We need not say much about the obviously “bad
voices”. We know and hear them too easily. Good and
bad, these ““ other voices” come from every part of ourselves,
our racial and tribal background, our training in_ life.
When we become a Christian, we do not lose these things.
They still have their power to direct us, if we listen to
them. If they are good, they remain good. If they are
bad, we shall come to recognize why they are bad.

But a Christian is a person who has decided to “tune”
first to God. His voice is to be the first and strongest that
we let ourselves hear, Sometimes we shall find that He
strengthens and makes plainer a voice that is speaking
through our past training or experience. (As when He
called Moses to go back to Egypt and to lead His people
out into freedom, or when today a young educated
Christian feels called to enter politics and help his country
in its struggles.)

Quite often God may choose to show us a path which
we ourselves find to be attractive. It is a mistake to think
that the “will of God” is always something unpleasant!
An example of this, of course, would be when we felt it to
be right to marry the man or woman to whom we had
been naturally attracted. We should want to discuss this
first with our friends, and pray about it carefully. But let
us not assume from this example that we shall be neces-
sarily right to marry the first person who attracts us! In
this particular choice, a Christian needs the help of as
many “voices” as possible, for on his own he may make a
serious mistake,

There will certainly be times when God will require us
to say ‘no’ to some very strong voice, This may be to a
personal desire or the wishes of our family. What we
ought to do will prove to be different from what at first
seemed the obvious way, = '

Conscience, then, is not the straightforward and
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immediately helpful guide we might like it to be. Always
we need to test the things we feel to be right in other ways.
Slowly, it is true, we shall be able to rely more fully upon
our conscience to bring God’s voice to us, But that will
only come after a long time, when we have learned to
control the “wave-length” for ourselves, and have come to
recognize the particular guidance that God gives.

The Bible

What part, then, has the Bible to play in our guidance?
Surely here, in a special way, God Himself will show us
His will? As we read His Word, will God not speak to our
conscience in the clearest way of all? We remember how,
in the sixteenth century, through his reading of the
Scriptures, Martin Luther was led by God to challenge
many of the accepted “Christian” customs and teachings
of his day. We too need that standard of comparison. We
need to be able to turn to the Bible and know that * thus
saith the Lord”,

The next chapters will speak specially about this, so
here we do not need to say very much. But we may first
think of the Bible as a collection of “Christian books”’.
These have the worth of other books written within the
circle of those who are trying to help one another to live as
God wants them to live. In this sense, Bible-reading 1s
our way of gaining help, inspiration and guidance, from
our fellowship with God’s people in times gone by, Each
Christian can have Paul as his teacher and daily compan-
ion. Each Christian can have the friendship of Peter and
John and the rest of them, through the writings they have
left us. Above all, each Christian can come daily into
personal touch with his Lord, as he reads again the stories
and words of the gospels, A

But no one who begins to read the Bible as a human re-
cord in that way can be content with that alone. For be-
yond it all, the Bible is God’s Word, and as we read it with
open hearts, God still speaks to us,
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How does God speak to us? Many times people ask
that question when preachers or writers use the expression
without explaining it. The answer is that when we read
Scripture expecting God to show us His will, He does
make it known to us. If we are really waiting for help and
guidance, it will come. As we are reading, or thinking
about what we have read, some words or thoughts, arising
directly from the Scriptures in front of us, come into our
hearts as from God. They are easily recognized as His
Word to us for that very time. They concern the very
choice or decisipns that we had been thinking about.

Often they may be no new idea, but the reminder of
some well-known theme of Scripture. ““Take no anxious
thought.” “Lo, I am with you always.” “Go.” “Lord,
here am I, send me.” “The Lord is gracious and long-
suffering.” These are simple and direct words, but for us
at that moment they have become directly the Word of
God. So, many times, God will lead us to know what is
right. We may not hear any voice speaking, and yet, very
clearly we can say “The Lord told me”, “God said. . .’

Church Discipline

We must not leave out the rules and authority of the
church to which we belong. Some churches exercise
great power over the lives of their members. Some re-
gard it as a necessary part of Christianity that their
members should be free. There have been times in the
history of the Church when this has gone very far. In fact
some Christians have said that because they are forgiven
men and women, they can do anything at all, in defiance
of all moral laws and rules! All realize now that this was 2
heresy, a false understanding of what freedom means. But
all do not agree as to how far our church should control
and direct its members.

Nevertheless, remembering what has been said about
our responsibility for one another, and reading again the
words of St. Paul to many of the new churches of his day,
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we may conclude that some measure of church discipline
is necessary and good for these reasons:—

L. It is a help to weaker Christians who have not
trained their consciences enough to know for themselves
what is right and wrong in certain matters. (Read Romans
14 and 1 Corinthians 8 for the apostle’s teaching about
helping such Christians.) -

2. It tells everybody, Christian or not, what is the
minimum standard of behaviour for a church member.
(Thus, for example, almost any non-Christian could tell
you that a Christian must have only one wife.)

3. It helps the church to insist on a standard that will
be required of all her members. This recognizes quite
frankly that in any church there must be those who have
failed in their lives. They have failed to reach that per-
sonal relationship with God that makes possible any fuller
quality of Christian life. At the same time it enables the
church to deal with scandals (see, for instance, 1 Corin-
thians 6), and to guide the weak in the times when they
need help most. :

So we can agree that the Holy Spirit has guided the
Church to make many helpful laws. It is part of His way
of guiding us through our common life. Yet always His
aim is something b such laws. It is our growth into @
natural and full obedience to God’s will. We do not expect
our churches to tell us everything, but we see the reason
t}'::lr certain things being laid down in rules that everyone

OWS.

Perhaps we may compare such laws with the Laws of
the Old Testament. They are good in themselves. They
point along the way. But they do not represent for the

Christian a code of behaviour which would be a sufficient

standard by itself.
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3

HOW THE BIBLE CAN HELP US

WE turn now to the Bible. What rules are there to
help us in our use of Scripture when we come to it
seeking guidance? Clearly this is a very large question,
and we shall have to choose only a few examples when we

arc answering it. But it brings us to the heart of our sub- .

ject.

Jesus and Scripture

For our Lord and His first friends, the Old Testament
was their Bible. Upon its teachings and faith they bascd
their own. If, at times, Christ seemed to be attacking the
conduct and doctrines of the leaders of the Jews, that was
because He saw them misunderstanding and wrongly
interpreting God’s will as it was shown in the Old Testa-
ment Scriptures.

We sce this very clearly in Christ’s own teaching con-
cerning the Law. Hespeaks most severely to the scribes and
Pharisees for the way they have made the Law a burden to
the people. He goes out of His way to oppose in public
their understanding of the commandment about the
sabbath,

But in the end His intention is never destructive. He
sums up His attitude to the Law like this: “Think not
that I have come to abolish the law and the prophets;
I !uw)e not come to abolish them but to fulfil them’® (Matthew
5:17).

What we have to do, therefore, in reading the Old
Testament, is to seek to do so with the understanding of it
that Jesus Himself had. Origen, one of the early teachers

of the Church, wrote, “We do not reject the Law of
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Moses, but we welcome it, provided it is Jesus who reads it

to us, so that as He reads we lay hold of His understanding
and interpretation.”

The Law of Moses

This is contained in the first five books of the Old
Testament. But if we are to read it “with the eyes of
Jesus”, then we have at once to make a division. For there
are many sections of the old Law, which we call ““cere-
monial”, and which are not very useful for us today-
When, for instance, we read the book of Leviticus, We

find many regulations about food, clothes, houses and.
worship. "These were made specially for the Jews (as for - 2
instance Lev. 11), but they are in no way “laws” for the-

Christian. It is interesting to sce how the Jews realized
that God was concerned in all these common things of
everyday life. ‘We can, in some cases, see the spiritual
lessons behind the regulations. But today we are not
bound by laws designed for other times and other lands-

Nor are Christians bound by the ceremonial laws which
the Jews had for their forms of worship, especially those
governing sacrifice. For Christ Himself has fulfilled
these in His own death, and taken away the need for any

further sacrifices. So we need only read these parts of the:

Law as a sort of foreshadowing of the dcath of the Lamb
of God, Jesus Christ.

Leaving aside these elements of the old Law, we find
that there is another large section which is quite different,

and with which e are very much concerned. 'This is often -

called “the moral Law”, Tt has its foundation in the Ten

Commandments, and we shall study these carefully in the’

next two chapters. For the moral Law is the foundation
of all godly behaviour. Upon it Christ Himself built.

Upon it we ourselves must build, if we are to learn to do -

what is right in God’s sight. ' '

“Moral Law”, a standard of behaviour, was a natural

result of the new relationship God made with men. The
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story of it is in Exodus. The Covenant and the Law were
one event. This was the start of a tribe as the chosen
people of God. Because the people of Israel accepted the

new covenant with God, and agreed willingly to malke -

Him their own God, they were expected to behave in 2
new and different way.

This new way is set out in the Commandments and
other parts of the Law which deal with man’s right rela-
tionship with God. The Law was given, not as a burden,
but as a gift. Its aim was to help man to stay in a right
relationship with God.

At the beginning man’s understanding of God was
limited, and his ideas of the Law of God were also limited.
But when Christ came, He began to increase man’s under-
standing of God. Then it was plain that there would also
have to be a “filling out” of man’s idea of the Law of God.
For every new insight into the nature of God brings with
it the need to make our behaviour correspond with what
we now understand. .

So we can see how Christ’s treatment of the Law of
Moses was not to be its destruction. It remained, and it
remains, a solid and reliable basis for all conduct that is
right in God’s eyes. Nothing can alter the fact that truth,
honesty, purity and integrity must be marks of those who
love God. Naturally, our Lord could show His disciples
fresh insights into all these qualities of a godly life. But
in doing so, He was extending and fulfilling the commands
given long before. He could not set them aside or ignore
them. They had been from God, and they remained, the
foundation of all He taught.

Signposts are useful to tell us which way is right and
which way is wrong. But they are not taken down when
men draw careful maps of the district. Their usefulness
is not finished after a map has been drawn. Maps may tell
us a great deal more about the road home. But at a cer-
tain cross-roads we may have to turn right and not left/
This is where the signpost can still help us,
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So the Old Testament Law is like a signpost. It has not
lost its usefulness to us because we have the fuller teaching
of Jesus. The sincere Jew had a sense of purpose, a .feehng
that life had a shape that God gave it. This remains the
foundation of our behaviour, provided it is Jesus who
reads it to us”

The New Testament Letters

We turn next to these Letters because we know them t0
be full of practical advice about how to live the Christian
life. They were also written before the gospels, and so aré
the natural place to start in the New Testament. !

The Letters were written by certain leading Christians
to churches (or individuals in the churches) once the
Gospel had started to spread in the lands around Pales-
tine. They reveal some of the difficulties the churches
were facing at a time of misunderstanding and opposition-
They speak in some detail of how a Christian should live
and act in the world. Whole chapters, whole sections, are
as relevant to us now as they were when they were
written, .

Of course, there are some sections that concern specially
the particular problems of the church of that time. We
see for instance, that the difficulties of an imroral town
like Corinth made it unwise for women to take part openly
in church services. This does not mean that the church
today cannot invite women.to play their part in worship.
We read the letters as commentaries upon the life of the
carly Christians, They were working out for themselves,
and with the help of the Holy Spirit, what was right and
what was wrong, .

There are many directions, instructions and commands
from the apostles. They were leaders, and needed to give
strong leadership. Through these we believe the Spirit
helped them to work out the practical meaning of what
Jesus had done and said while He was with them on
earth,
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As we read the Letters, we are not reading a law-book of
the early church. They are a detailed description of the
day-by-day living out of the new life of Christ within both
writers and readers. When we read them, we pray that we
ourselves may begin to live that same life. We pray _that
the Holy Spirit will help us to obey what we see there to be
important for our own daily walk of obedience.

The Law of Christ

“You, therefore, must be perfect, as your heavenly
Father is perfect” (Matthew 5:48). “Love your enemies
and pray for those who persecute you” (v.44). “Do not
resist one who is evil. But if anyone strikes you on the
right cheek, turn to him the other also” (v.39).

These are samples of our Lord’s own teachings in the
gospels. Small wonder, then, that some have said that His
Law is too hard to follow! Some Christian teachers have
said that Christ (in the Sermon on the Mount, where much
of His teaching is gathered together) must have been de-
scribing how men will live in the Kingdom of Heaven.
They think that He was completely concerned to bring
men and women to conversion and the new life. So He
would only speak about conditions when all would have
been converted, or when, in Heaven, all would be living
the new life. Then, these teachers say, we may be perfect,
but not here and now.

Some other Christian teachers have, at times, gone t0
another extreme. They say that the teachings of Jesus
are to be followed literally, in every detail, here in this life.
They are, in fact, “the best set of rules for human con-
duct” that any man has ever invented. Some of these
teachers go on to wish that we could get rid of some of the
“religious bits” which the church has added on to the
simple teaching of Jesus, Then, they say, we should have 2
pattern of life which all could follow, and the world would
be a much happier place.

But the truth of the matter is this, that our Lord @S
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teaching about a life that is possible here and now to those who

love Him. What He teaches about conduct cannot be .

separated from what He teaches about the need to be born

again, He is describing the new life that is possible to new’ -

people!

In all His teaching He uses striking picture language
which makes us think deeply in order to reach the truth
He was proclaiming. “Turn the other cheek” (Matthew

5:39). “Hate your father and mother” (Luke 14:26). -

Sayings like these do not attempt to show us how we
should really act in certain circumstances. But they force
us to think out the motives which guide our lives. From
there we can begin to work out the details of our daily
obedience.

In His treatment of the old Law, Jesus went right to the
centre of its true meaning. In His mouth, it was to reach
down to and judge the very motives.of men’s hearts.

Read for yourself the passage Matthew 5:17-48. In
the examples of law which our Lord quotes there—the old
Law, and His own new Law—He is explaining a life that
He was living Himself, and which others could live if He was
in them. Thereis no point in separating these sayings, and
treating them as a collection of idealistic standards, T hen
their end could only be to drive men to despair and cyni-
cism. They become far worse than the old Law, which 2
few might claim to have kept, for Christ’s sayings clearly
condemn every man.

They are not that kind of Law! The Law of Christ sets
us a goal, It describes a way. It gives us a picture of.what
a Christ-filled life is capable of achieving, It is an ideal,
but not an impossible ideal, ’

We read Christ’s words, therefore, as a guide. With

prayer and thought we work out their meaning for us in -

the place where we are. Always one effect of such reading
is to drive us to our knees in repentance. For only

through repentance and forgiveness can we begin to ans-

wer the demands of this Law upon us. The Qhrisﬁgn-life

-

—.—4.3._

Tt i T AR el SR 2T © BN T RN » B
B 4 g 34 B 53 AR BB o, MU 3 LA R B3 AT
B 7k 15 1 f e s
AR 2 il D AT TEBLRO R/ » GETRITY
PR, » DIl T 2R A1 © [ 85—k |
(BABERE=ILE) o [RIRNKETRERC (G
BB JUTE =41 ) MIBHRIOR * SLRRITTIERR
IPAESAR 0T 20 I M B (LB AN
BT R M A TR RO TS o FTE > RRATELTT 2ABR
ERHVER (M5 B R AR B T o V- gy
MR SR R 2 » A BIRER B0 ©
RATIRNY » B AT » T EL N o
AU AR S 0 L\ 5 o RIS
S LT B | WA AT — R R A S
MY —— W3R A T R S TB A TE o FIBIA
B A 2 —— T DL E R AT o #8 R
W3R - AR A S A - HR B
13 o FUL BRI BN LABEAR R
SRS o BIMEIERD ARREBE T O HHIHEE
R S IR BT B T — TR ©
GG R B e | A AR ML T — (A1
M o AR TR » SR — T R B D
%@§03ﬁ~ﬁmﬂs@K%KWﬁﬁﬁwﬂﬁaq“
R » 0B B AR — R AP AL © X
Eﬁﬁmmﬂmmwmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ5@W
T e S 4 10— (R AR R T At e
VRS Pt s i A SR AP PR ML AR
MY o pis 1R MR . TR TR COR, » 2




cannot begin unless we recognize our sinfulness, and nced
of forgiveness. Nor can it continue without the same
spirit day by day. Christ’s Law calls us on towards what is
best. Thus it provides us also with ready standards for
self-examination, and the repentance which must follow.

That process goes on all through our lives. ‘We find
ourselves not only responsible for “our own sins”, but
also caught up in the sins of our race and our society, sins
over which we have not much control, but which are
nevertheless serious. Christ’s words act always as 2
challenge to us not to rest content. Each sin overcome
becomes the starting-place for the next fight.

Using The Bible

To sum up, when we turn to the Bible for guidance, we
shall probably first ask ourselves, “do any of the sayings
of Jesus help me in the particular decision I have to
make?” If so, we turn first to them. With them we turn
also to the teachings of the apostles, whose problems were
very often parallel to our own, We shall not neglect the
Old Testament, but we shall be careful in our use of it,
especially until we have come to know jt well. For there
we must be selective, asking ourselves whether a particular
law was given for the Jews or for all men. And we shall not
normally make use of a verse or direction from the Old
Testament until we are sure that it is developed and ex-
panded in the teachings of the New Testament.

How all this works out we shall see more clearly as we

consider now what the Ten Commandments have to teach
us still,
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4

HOW THE COMMANDMENTS HELP US (1)

IN this chapter we shall look at the first four n::orl'lri’ﬁ:i““!:t

ments, which lay the foundation of right con Ut
towards God. Then in the next we shall consider the rest
which speak of our behaviour towards others. -

We have alrcady seen how the Jews received their ﬂ‘j" i
covenant at Mount Sinai. This bound them to God.
the same time they reccived this newly-set-down LaV:'S-
It was to be the foundation of their behaviour as GO
people. It followed from the fact that they had accept®
that calling to be God’s people. Ever since then, it ha¥
remained the basic standard of men who want to love Go! -
and be called His people. Christians teach it in thel
catechisms. They instruct their children in it at home an
at school. They often recite it line by line, and in the
service of Holy Communion promise together to follow 1t-
We must therefore give it very careful consideration hcrcl:

You may read it again for yourself in Exodus, chapte
20, verses 1-17,

1. “Iam the Lord your God: you shall have "°
other gods before me.”

The foundation of all right conduct is our right rclat_lf’ﬂ:
ship with God. Sin comes when we break that rn‘:l‘clﬂ‘i""s
ship. The first commandment puts this in these words
telling us to keep God in His rightful place, as the ©
One whom we should worship.

1 & ls (]
It is not easy to obey this commandment, T oday there.

. fCs
are so many very good causes which we want to serv
Because we are Christians we feel all the more 5trongct
that we want to assist the progress of our nation, the fu
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education of our people and the freedom of our land. We
are caught up in the tremendous enthusiasms of our
friends. The danger is that these good things come to
take the first place. Then we may be tempted to put God
down into second or third place in our lives. When that
happens, we are starting to have “other gods”. e

Most of us can reject the more obvious “other gods
of drunkenness or immorality. We see them for what
they are, powers that want to make us slaves and drag us
down. We do not even want to worship them. .

But there are other forces which seem to be controlling
the life of the twentieth century, We find it hard to keep
them in their right place. All of us are struggling to
improve the living standards of people throughout the
world. In the West it is a struggle for personal advance-
ment. In Africa and Asia whole nations struggle to raise
their standards of living and education, which have never
before developed very far. Many Christians in those
lands are taking leading parts in the struggle for develop-
ment. They would certainly argue that this is part of
God’s will for this generation of men.

‘The danger in all this is the temptation to worship the
power of science and technology; to believe that these

can solve every problem of man, and answer all his needs.

If a man can fly to the moon, surely there are no limits to
his ability to control the forces of nature for the use and
comfort of mankind? We may answer that question
rightly only if we remember that the goodwill and power
of God the Father are behind and through the skills and
inventions of men. If those skills take the place of God
in man’s mind, they have become “another god”.

Our great temptation as Christians is to try to make the
best of two different ways of life. 'We do not relate them
together in the right way. We do want God as our God.

We do want our lands to be Christian lands. But we also

want the best that this world can offer us and our people,
without seeking them from God. So we find ourselves try-
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ing to serve God and something else. God and Progress.
God and Higher Standards for our nation. God and our
Political Party (which is going to do so much good for
everyone), . _

Not one of these other things is bad in itself. But any
of them can so easily become “another god”. The
moment they crowd God out, or into second place,
this has happened. This is what was in the mind of
Christ when He said “No man can serve two masters:
for either he will hate the one, and love the other, or he
will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve God and Mammon.” (Matthew 6: 24).

We said at the beginning that it is not easy to obey this
commandment today. And yet we must seek to obey i,
while we help our countries forward. Upon this every-
thing will depend tomorrow.

2. “You shall not make yourself any likeness of
anything . . . you shall not bow down to them
or serve them.”

Idols are of many shapes. Almost before this second
commandment had been given, the Jews had started to
make their golden calf. At later times in their history
they were going to follow the fashion of other tribes and
peoples who lived near them, in making idols of other
sorts. We read how the prophets poured scorn on the
foolishness of idol-making, and rebuked the evil of idol-
worship, But they were not able to stop the people com-
mitting this sin. ;

What are the great attractions of this sort of worship?
Idolatry involves making a “god” for ourselves, some-
thing therefore over which we have some control. What-
ever powers we allow it to have afterwards, it is always
true that @ man made it. The prophets of course use the
argurnent that a man has made the idol, and therefore it
has no powers (f. Isaiah 44: g-20). This ignores the fact
that most of the worshippers believed that those powers

c
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did exist, and were available for the use of men who went
through the right forms of worship. If men chose to
worship these things, they could be made to do men’s

will. Idols existed in order to help men get what they -

wanted from life,

Christians of the ‘Protestant Churches are in a SPF‘:‘al
danger when they read this commandment. Sometimes
in the past our churches have accused the Roman Catho-
lic Church of allowing “idols” in their churches.
Officially that church would deny that their use of
statues as aids to worship has -anything to do with
idolatry. (There may, however, be a very slender differ-
ence sometimes in the minds of some worshippers.) *

In thinking about these things in another Christian
body, we may be tempted to suppose ourselves guiltless.
But we also are guilty. Idols are not only in the shape of
statues in church or temple or shrine. :

A bicyele or motor car can be an idol, The place in our
hearts which a certain friend takes can be that of an idol.
Our school and its traditions
times a political leader can become an idol in the thinking
of a whole tribe or people, Anything and anybody
whichlwe hope to make use of for our own ends becomes
an idol.

But most serious of all js this, In these days we are
tempted to use God Himself like an ido, When men say,
we want Christianity because it brings us education and
health, and contact with progress in the West; when men
say, God will give us an independent and strong nation;
then they may be coming close to the position which an

very carefully, of course, Christianity 75 concerned with
men’s health and education. God is very much ca:urncel'l'ﬂ-’»“:l
in the building of new nations, But, as we saw when
thinking about the first commandment, God does demand
first place in our desires, and in our worship,
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It is easy for us not to worship a carvegl image. It ﬂ::f:’
not be so easy to see distinctly the other idols which he
power to tempt us.

3. “You shall not take the name of the Lord your
God in vain.”

This commandent brings us a tremendous warning-
It says, in effect, you cannot play with God! God is all-
powerful. His very Name may be our first contact with
powers far greater than we can understand.

We recall the story in 2 Samuel 6: 6, 7, when Uzza'h
put out a hand to steady the Ark, the symbol of the Lord’s
presence, and fell down dead. It reminds us of the
notices we see on a pylon carrying electricity across the
country-side, ““Danger, High Voltage, Keep Away.”

We have lost the sense of God’s Almighty Presence 1
too much of our Christianity today. We are tempted
to make God our equal, our friendly benefactor. Very
quickly we slip into an idolatrous way of making use O
Him. But this commandment says “the Lord will not
hold him guiltless who takes His Name in vain,”

Today the Presence and Power of God are seen most
clearly in His works. Man did not “invent” electricity
or the structure of the atom, or the properties of petrol
and paraffin. He discovered them after the Creator had
done His work well. But we are not always careful to
make this fact plain. We give to men the honours due to
the Creator, T8

Worse still, we go on to make use of the Creator’s gifts
for evil and not for good. We make bombs and destroy
life. We study how to make people buy things they do
not want, or vote for candidates about whom they know
nothing. We speak of our old people or of handicapped
people as “problems” which bother society. In all this
we fail to see the image of the Creator in His creatures.
We take His Name in vain,

There is another way in which we are in danger- of
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breaking this commandment. This is when we speak ‘l':
God’s Name to others. Qur leaders do this in churc
when they preach. Every Christian, ordained or ﬂ?;;
should be doing it day by day in his conversation w;it'
others. Our calling as Christians is to be the Lor ;‘:
messengers. But we should take care that what we spea
is true. For at times when men expect to hear God’s
word through us, they hear instead just our own thoughts.
These may be far from what God wants us to say at that
time, and so we fail to make His Name known. Then we
are breaking this commandment again,

Some Christians have imagined that this command-
ment condemns those who swear, and make use Of the
Lord’s Name as they swear. But that particular sin 18
often one of the most meaningless. Those who have any
idea of God seldom commit such a sin. So it is seldom
that such swearing really intends to involve God. Putting
it bluntly, therefore, it can seldom be worth God’s
attention! Certainly He is too High to be insulted by it-
The commandment is concerned with much more
important things than that, Swearing or cursing that
uses God’s Name harms the man who does it. It shows
him as little-minded, and having no knowledge of the
best and highest things in life, Beyond that, it has little
to do with the Ten Commandments.

4. “Remember_ the sabbath day, to keep it
holy*’ 2

~God intended this simple law for man’s good and his
happiness. But by the time of Jesus the Jewish teachers
had added on to it one thousand five hundred and

twenty-one prohibitions of things he should not do on
the seventh day of the w :

It is not surprising, therefore, that we read in the.
gospels that Jesus ‘was most often in conflict with these

leaders over this particular commandment! It was the
bardest to keep, and the easiest to break,

—66—

R e L 2 BB AR S o R R A B
E R B e o FT A BB » ERET RN %Eﬁfé‘
RS B RBIA 25 3 i B R A o FRIMEE 15 Bk R B
R o (B FRIMPEE NG > BT A EE R R o RS
R i ] R B T LB
1 B B ARG R i 36 o SEBH AR LG ETS
Tk o e R S S T
BB LAERSERA T © e

A7 DL A R T B B RV S48
GESCPPYNCLE T T S Y T
LA A - ROHSLERIMG o FBNNRERE
AN 2 B RN » Kt - BEASR - BR
ABE F ke | 1R 0 PR AEE T RaSEE
9455 o BB R TR H i T T TR o JEL LA A0 AR
TR + WS B EREAEI ABIE o TR LRI
K » s it oo BT d000 o d41 > R
AT o

N EReReRTAEH |

- . 5 G 3= fﬁ

AR T I G LR P bR AT A SR
AL o 1B MRARAEAH I » 28 A A BRI A I E T —
TIE et - e 7E— 8 R R L B R
# o

- WS B B I B A

DRt » o 5t I » B E— A AT B
L BE A At M RN MEAR B AT L BRI
By » RIS o e

—61—



A€ saying of Jesus “The sabbath was made for man,
1ot man for the sabbath” was devastating in its effects
Man-made restrictions and rules had made the Sa!Jbath
into a weekly reminder of fear and petty inconvenience.
The early Christians followed Christ’s intention when
they changed the day of their sabbath-keeping. But they

id more than this. When they met on the first day of the
week in commemoration of the resurrection of their
Lord, they made the sabbath a day of joy and praise!
The new Christian sabbath was a feast-ddy, and the
church’s central act of worship was a love-feast. The
Holy Communion was a service in which every member

together gave thanks and praise for his new-found
freedom in Christ,

The same notes of praise and joy and thanksgiving

should mark our obedience to the fourth commandment.
It is the theme of our Communion services in church.
(Eucharist, the old name for the service, meant just this,
" Thanksgiving”.) Everything we do in chureh should be
marked by the same spirit, Things which take away the
Joy and beauty from our religion are breaking the fourth
commandment, and we should call them sins. A dirty
church, or a poorly-led service; a sermon which shows
no signs of having been Prepared carefully, or a rough
reply to someone who comes asking about baptism or
marriage—all these may spoil the sabbath day, and so
prevent God speaking to others. They are sins.

The sabbath commandment is a command to keep 2
day of rest “Six days you shall labour, and do all your
work; but the seventh day . . . you shall not do any work.
For most Christians it has become a day when our usual
work is not done, and we are free to spend our time as we
like. We can forget the demands of a school time-table,
or the orders of an employer, till Monday morning.

How should we spend the day? Obviously a first duty
18 to share in the happiness of being in Church with
God’s people. All Christians agree with this. But they
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do not always agree as to what may be done with the. rest
of the day. In the past the churches have sometimes
made restrictions that were as firm and as many as those
made by the Jews in the time of our Lord. There ha"g
been times when the fourth commandment has seeme
to be interpreted as meaning “Thou shalt not enjoy
thyself” ' "

That seems to be the exact opposite of God’s intention
in giving this command, The day ‘is to be kept holy
through our realizing that all God’s gifts are good and
are to be enjoyed. The sabbath is a day of rest for their
enjoyment. There are the beauties of the world around
us. There is the happiness of visiting friends, the joy of
being with children and family, and having time to enjoy
one another’s company. There is the opportunity of
spending time with those who are sick or lonely. These
are typical of the things which may fill the hours of rest
which the Lord gives us on the sabbath.

There need be no laws about it. There are more ways
of resting and enjoying a holy day properly than all the
prohibitions of the Jews of long ago, or of some of the

Christians of the past. We cannot begin to write them all
down.

Footnote

There are those today who challenge us about our use
of Sunday as the sabbath day. We have seen already how
the Church wanted to commemorate the resurrection of
Jesus. Thus it began to observe the first day of the “jef'k
rather than the seventh. For a time Jewish Christians
observed the old sabbath also, but very soon it dropped
out of use in the Church. When some accuse us of 2
great sin in not observing the old sabbath they com-
pletely misunderstand how Christians look at the laws of
the Old Testament. The whole approach of Jesus to the

Law was to make plain the inner intentions of God in the

commandments, and to break away from' the  strict
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observance of “the letter of the law”. St. Paul had to
fight this out with Christians who wanted to slip back
into Jewish ways. (We can see him doing this in his
Letter to the Galatians.) We can answer the present

:calt::iack on Sunday-observance in the same way as Paul
1d,
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HOW THE COMMANDMENTS HELP US (2)

TIIE commandments from the fifth onwards tell us
something of what our behaviour should be towards

other people, “our duty towards our neighbour” as the
Catechisms say.

5. “Honour your father and your mother”’

In the past, in tribal societies all over the world, it was
hardly necessary to speak of the need for preserving and
strengthening the family as the foundation of all good life.
In such societics the “extended family” or clan dictated
most of what could happen to its members. They knew
well the need to observe carefully the claims and com-
mands of mother and father,

But in the West first, and now in Africa and Asia, we
see the damage that can be caused to family life by
changes in society itself, When towns spring up and
attract people far from their old homes; when men move
into factories and mines; when they get enough educa-
tion to be independent; then the effects of all these things
are quickly seen. They make men self-reliant, and less
concerned to pay attention to what clan, family, father or
mother, may want to suggest.

Yet in a very important way this makes us now better
able to obey the spirit of this fifth commandment. For
most of us are now free to love mother and father un-
selfishly, where before we were tied to them, and €x-
pected to receive many things from them.

In these new circumstances we must resist the tempta-
tion to despise or forget our parents, This is particulaﬂy
difficult when our education or experience in the worl

R
TR ERFHAEM

T T o R TRRIMNA BRI At 7T
R > EmsEMERFR o [ RMESRMAL M
Bl =
I (Ezg08]

VIRZEZ i R SR T & b > R B R B R 7
R L 1 17—l B L AR S T A ) o 738 — kL
B o [ REISRE | R BB R A B B
B0 K2 U FRTRARIRNY o {ln/MR IS A AT » AN Do
IS A SR By 4 R TR T o

BESELEPE S » BE T I T e — R+ RO
B el T o 2 B 1 8T B B A TR RO AR o 7EIRTITOR
B o 5 EE A AR A 5 A T TR 5 b
MM 502 Skt 245 DAL N RS 5 1A o SE— BN
BLARBRIS AT RS T o Sl A BN RAEERBHK » &
Y& > ROREHGHNAE o - :

{BAT— R EE 20k » bR R (8 AR A8
WAk At il o R ES BRI 22 A B U7 R B T A L
REANE » 1EDIR » RS A RO » A HLA B
WIEZ S hipmy o © 2

TEBS e » TRIMMA UG B TR 5 A0 A R4
%°Eﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁw%ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%#@fﬁ



creates a wide between parents and their children.
But our motherg:gd father wgre those who helped _GOd
to bring us into the world. They made many.sacnﬁcﬁ
which we can never know in detail, so that we might make
progress. We must always love them, however wide the
gap may grow.

6. “You shall not kill*®

The Old Testament gives us many pictures of what
life was like before the Law of God began its good work
among men. There can be no doubt that for a long time
even after the Law was given, men (including the Jews)
loved to kill. They reckoned that wars were one of life’s
common entertainments. Warfare, with its loot and
savagery, was part of a good and satisfactory way of
living. The Jews went even further, and felt that God
must enjoy it too. So on occasion He would command
them to wipe out this or that enemy of the tribe,

Today men are troubled in conscience about the ‘use
of atom-bombs and other means of mass-destruction.
Many Christians have always felt that to.take part 1n
war is. to disobey this sixth commandment, and the
debate continues among us.

Today also men argue whether it is right or wrong to
execute those who are caught after having committed the
crime of murder. Many states have abolished the death
penalty. They say that fear of this does not stop a person
who decides to kill another, or who does so in a moment
of anger or passion.

We certainly must discuss these very large matters
under the heading of this sixth commandment. But this
must not blind us to the fact that Jesus filled out its
meaning very greatly. Speaking to His friends, He in-

cluded under this word “murder” or “kill””, any sort of

secret anger with others, all spite, vindictiveness 0(11'
hatred. In the end He went to the furthest extreme, an ;
said, “Love your enemies”. He showed that He mean

TG WG » FVRRE PR o (ELTRIME SRR BB L 35
RIVBEAAEN b o (MBS THRMEES - ZTHSR
2 23 1508 A A o RS TR B R 20 R
LA TR
7N T TEHEA

HERORS |75 0 ok B HL A A S5 2 B 7 P 2 B
MIACHEART » $ATR (MIRF 2 ik o JENY - Ar— (HERSI] -
EER LA T 25 0 A (BiEmaAZEN) £
OB BN o MR R AR A TR 04 S IR o IR - S
IR ERY AL BP9, 2 — il LRI R 2 5 5 5
LW o AT #— 3 » B3 E 75— IR
go%uﬁwmﬁﬁéwmwﬁwﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁw
Ao

S N TE 555 R B TSR LA R S R S ey T L
MBI R 0 RLE o 3RS WATHER BB 2 MR R0 R
VA » TR 2o T MR R BEaA 3 o

D B P50 I R b TR SRR R
Mo ¥ S BIBEMBEILBET o MBTUR > B ABIEESETE

AREBE IR BB - REEHAS » RSB AL

A o
RIVE R B 5 ERIOBEBEA GRS

BT - 0 DU oL E A R R BRI R L TR SR
DR BK TS ATk BEUE o RV BV A UkARNS » RLHE
Wl R SR A g 07248 > — BRI > SEELLBRIRTR S -
SO [ gy R TR I RBARZT o B 0 ME
sl > 0 1 RRONK ] < BBETHE

e



that literally by praying for those who were crucifying
Him!
7. “You shall not commit adultery”

Listening to some Christians talk, we might suppose
that this was the First and Great Commandment of theit

God! Certainly it is the one they quote first when giving -

a list of “sins”. But is is the seventh, not the first:

Jesus Christ spoke very clearly about it. He made it
plain that when men made any attempt to use women for
self-gratification it was sin against this commandment
(Matthew s: 27, 28). But today there are many powers
at work to lead men and women into this temptation.
This includes much that we read or see in papers Of
magazines, and the stories in many novels. It includes
what we see in films or the advertisements for them, a“,d
much that we hear sung in the popular music which i
being broadcast at every hour of the day. All these make
it hard to resist the impure thoughts which Christ con-
demned.

This process of making an idol of sex has gone on for @
long time. It has had a bad effect on marriage in many
lands. People think that the main purpose of getting
married is the enjoyment of sex. Then, when marri
life becomes hard, or when another temptation comes
along, they think of divorce as the obvious “way out’
In many places there has ceased to be much dishonour in
being involved in a divorce court case.

One of the most moving stories in the gospels warns us
not to judge too harshly those who fall into this sort of
sin, The Jews brought to Jesus a woman caught in the
very act of adultery. They wanted Him to condemn her-
He said nothing for a time. Then he suggested that the

man who was without sin among them should first take

up a stone to throw at her. (The old Law said that for

such an offence a woman could be stoned to death.)

Slowly the men went away. None dared look into the
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eyes of Christ. Soon He was alone with her. “I do not
condemn you either,” He said, “but do not sin again.

This is the voice of One who understands the power °e
these temptations, and wants to help men ovcrcomd
them. Jesus is willing to forgive, but sad that men an
women should misuse their lives in this way, and so lose
all the best that God wants them to enjoy. .

Our Lord gave much positive and definite teaching
about this part of man’s life. God’s plan for a man and 2
woman is that they should give themselves to one another
completely in marriage, and the sexual experience
symbolizes and completes this (Matthew 19: 4-6). It i
intended to be a means of self-giving and love and ser-
vice of one’s partner that is so intense and joyful an
complete that it cannot be broken at all. It may even be
described as a picture of our union with God (Ephesians
5: 21-33).

Something as wonderful as that is worth working for.
It is worth resisting temptation to achieve and to main-
tain. Any other use of the very strong sex instincts 10
man is a misuse of God’s gifts.

8. “You shall not steal”

Stealing is, perhaps, the most common sin. The
Letters are full of reminders of this commgndmeﬂf
(Romans 13: 8-10; Ephesians 4: 28) Although it seems
so simple and obvious a rule, most of us need to be re-
minded from time to time that it is there. iy

If I take a pound of sugar from my friend, I know it i
stealing. But I may take a book from a library, and fail to
sign for it. I may keep it and try to persuade myself that
this is different. The library has so many books. Learn-
ing is so important, Anyway, I really do intend to retur?
it some time. . . . In ways like this we try to convince
ourselves that we have not stolen the book.

Many other examples occur in our daily lives. If W€
get more than our due from our employer, or from the
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government, we think ourselys lucky. We' would not
say we had stolen from them—though in fact that is what
has happened. If we can hide from the government the
fact that we have not paid our proper taxes, this does not
greatly trouble our conscience. If we have a job, and we
come late or leave early; or if we do not work well while
we are there, we would not like to be called a thief—
though we have stolen from our employers.

When we do anything which helps us to obtain Of

keep something that belongs to someone else, that is
stealing.

9. “You shall not bear false witness against
your neighbour®’

This is a common sin, and often happens among
Christians. We do this when we slander our neighbour-
That is, we deliberately say things which will give a false
impression of him, so that he suffers in the eyes of others.
It is one of the things which does most to destroy fellow-
ship. Back-biting, gossip, repeating stories without
finding out if they are true; all these come under the
condemnation of the commandment—and are often
referr;d to in the Letters. (See 2 Cor. 12: 20; Ephesians
4: 31 3

We have seen how men are tempted to disguise their
stealing. In the same way they are tempted to lie or tell
half the truth. It has become almost a custom among
peoples to feel that truth must serve our comfort. But
all untruthfulness and wrong dealing is sin. We must
remind ourselves of this. v

We talk of “white lies”, those half-truths that are 10~
tended to achieve some good for somebody. When
someone challenges the truth of something we say, W€
will not admit our sin, but pretend to have been mis-
understood. Or we say that there are two ways of looking
at the matter. We may even in the end say, “Well, it
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doesn’t really matter, does it?”, as if there were no real
truth in the world, only opinions.

But truth is not just a matter of convenience. Easy
lies undermine one of the most important foundations of
the Law of God. For whether we like it or not, plain,
straight, honest and truthful conduct is one of the

foundations upon which the happy and good life must be
built.

10. ““You shall not covet anything that is your
neighbour’s®’

This is another hard saying for people today. Every
nation in the world is struggling to possess more material
things. These are such things as better homes, better
standards of living, more education, more security for the
young and the old, more comfort and more luxury. The
struggle is not confined to any one nation or continent.
In the West politicians speak of “doubling the standard
of living” in a short time. In other parts of the world,
men have learned to desire the same material things.
They are making big steps towards attaining better
standards very speedily.

Material prosperity is the dream of the whole age.
When men are discussing the threats of war, and the
large sums of money every nation spends in self-defence,
someone is sure to say, “Think of all the things we could
do with that money if we could avoid the need for
armaments.” This is fair comment, of course, but 1t
illustrates our great danger.

The danger of covetousness, wanting more and more
things for their own sake, and ignoring the claims of
others for them, is no new sin. It was well enough known
to earn its place here in the Ten Commandments, Nearly
every race has its sayings about it. The Scots say of a
covetous man, “He will never be satisfied until his mouth
is filled with earth”, meaning that until death a man will
80 on coveting more and more.
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"The deadly power of this sin is explained for us when
Paul says ‘““covetousness, which is idolatry” (Ephesians
5:5). A life which is controlled by these desires quickly
becomes a life in bondage. This habit is the hardest of
all to break. It is certainly a false worship, very soon
pushing out any pretence of serving God as well.” “You
gmmo)t serve God and mammon” said Christ (Matthew

1 24).

This sin also quickly leads on to others. We begin t0

be proud of the things we have. We begin to envy thos¢
who have more. We begin to hate them for having more-
We want to have more than we can sensibly use. No sin
breeds quite so fast!
_ In fact, the tenth commandment leads us straight on
into the New Testament way of looking at sin. For
covetousness is a state of the heart, and it is *from
within” that there come those things which defile a man
(Mark 7: 14-23).

We may measure ourselves against the outward Law,
and find that we are keeping its requirements. We may
feel that we are not very great sinners. (So did the rich
young man who came to Jesus in Mark 10: 17-22.) But
Jesus is not satisfied with such outward keeping of the
letter of the Law! His standards go very deep. They
test the heart. They try our inmost thoughts and motives
and desires. That is why He spoke of coming to fulfil
the Law. That is why, when we read the Commandments,
and the rest of the “moral law” of God, we must do s0

with the eyes of Jesus”. It will not leave us feeling
comfortable, but this is what we must constantly be
doing.

Footnote

For a very striking modern application of the
Commandments to the life of the West, readers ar¢

referred to Joy Davidman, Smoke on the Mountain,
Hodder.
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CONCLUSION

SOME of Paul’s letters seem to divide into two patts.
»J There is a teaching part first, Then follows a section
in which the Christians are given more practical help in
how to live the Christian life, But really there is no

division, Whether in Paul’s writing, or in the teaching of
Chns.t, it is all one,

again in Colossians 3: 1-17, Paul reminds the readers
that it is because they have shared in the death and

resurrection of Jesus that they can and should now bé
living according to God’s Law.

S S &3
Sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not

under law but under grace” (Romans 6: 14). “If then
you have been raised with Christ , . . set your minds on
things that are above, not on things that are on earth.

For you have died, and your life is hid with Christ in
God. When Christ who is our life appears, then you also
will appear with him in glory. Put to death therefore
what is earthly in you: immorality, impurity, passion,
evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry” (Colos-
sians 3: 1—5?_.
Passages ike these show how the Law of Christ arises
out of; and is a part of, the complete work of our Lord
in the world. He came to
Forgiveness is the only way into the life that is pleasing to
God. He came to live in men through the Spirit, and only

by ll;he help of His Spirit can we know and do what i8
1ight,
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We cannot just write a boak, then, about Christian bg;
haviour. We can only describe more carefully one side 0
the Christian life, in a book like this. - For life in Christ,
life with Christ, is life lived “under the law of Christ .
And to talk of the fruit of that (as we have been doing) 18
only to deal with the outside of it. st

In fact, when we attempt to know and do what is right
we are trying to “abide in Christ”. When we resist
temptation, or desire to make right choices, similarly, We
are attempting to let the life of Christ be seen in us. :

We know that we shall not, in this life, succeed in
living fully under Christ's Law. But we are pledged to
make the effort simply because we are His, baptized into
His death and resurrection. Iike Paul, therefore, we

 press towards the goal for the prize of the upward calling
of God in Christ Jesus”,
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