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Tho _TRIPS

1 have recently made two trips to Paipinge First, I spent two weoky tusre
(ineluding a wvery brlef trip to Tientsin) on Juns 10 to d4e Theu, I {low up tihere
wgaln with Mr, and Mrs. ¥. Jo Kitchen of tue Vorld Student Sexrvice fund of tie Uslade
early in July. On thie second visit, 1 st snided the Pelolng Ltudent Jummey Lonfervence
at Tungehov for four or five dayse. The gkymasters® of the CNAC only take tores houre
between Shenghsl snd Pelping. The only other way te geb wp liertn 1s by coastal
steamers ~8 the rellway bas long been dilsrupted by clvil war, I welieve I bad

visttel Poiping or Tientuln sinece 1935.

Outsardly, things sre much sbout the zame in Pelping we I guw it

years Agos There was pot much destruction under the Japaneses ocgoupntion.

and grandeur of tie old eapital are still there,

vhere ae in Ghanghael. Poeople get sround by bleyeles., OCtharwlue, you bave %
on pedlesbs which only talse one passenjer atl & time. Under the out d valm,
vou cen sense tne veutlesunens ol tie people resulting rdm toe Aif{iculty of
on & living, Prices were spiralling to & borrlble degree, #uen I was thars
ten deye, [lour had ineressed 100%, rice, 1208, and eloth, Tii. Beglrmin,
book prices of the Uommereial Press, Chung kwe Dock Company and corid
te e multiplled &4 ) times lnztesd of the previous GU,JIU. Un Juna
guoted to be $1E,000,000 & tonj pork, 360,000 a oatlyy best, Lu4liylii @
15,030 o plece., Furthermore, ihe city aevaed to Live under a oo
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the "Po Lu" (the Communist Eighth Koute Army). HEsrly in June, tie . ;
got s0 cloze to the elty tbat Tsinghus and Yonching Upiversitles wmere plaocad
merticl law, From the stamdpoint of land communleutlons, Pelplu; 1¢ praeticnil

off frow the rest of the countrye Its lmportant cutlet 1u to tue szes tLrwou
4o Tlentein. But thls reilroad betroen Pelping wnd Tientsln i often
Comsunist guerillss. Phen I made the trip to Tieatsln on June L

sd more than an hour esch eay because the section atl Yongwtoun i

O LONGT

YHow long ean tie Netlonalist troops heold Pelplng?® This 1o a quectlon
one often hears dlscussed in Pelping. To most people, 1t sesmed only & astter o
for toe Communist tyeops to cows in. Tho estlmate varied [rom hall w year io
Theye is, however, o general coniidemce in Genersl Fu Teo-yi who L& now the commais
in=Obtef of the Communist Suppression iu Hovth Chinae I was told thut Genmeral Fu is
vory skillful in eppiying mobile tactics to deal with the Communiuts. He bimsell is
goo! soldler snd werks wery Leyd, The people In Peiping ave on 3o
8% the psople in the South suppose them to bee For instunce, thare wey
vumers v the fouth that some of the Pelping universities were musing
asiced the different presidents and tie replies sere invarisbly Bio%,
of Rational Teingbus University thought that the univeraitles mi ot be
sfier the Communists come in but there is bound to bLe interfereuce iv
President iu &hih of Hational Peking University sud Fresildent C
Hanksi University did wot believe that tie Communist wenace was
LY of the Peking Union Medieal College sald that they bad not g
cossibility of evacuation. You only ereste & scars to wilcn no
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ThE CTUDEMTE

What do the studente think about the situation? I acked
group of fairly representstive students from tie diflerent coliegs:
remarked, "Poor people bhave no fear," Ieveral olhers unhestitatingly
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little uniess the apel® else soeaks to thelr "sltuation®, J;ve
Bey taat the S.C.H, 18 not strletly rellglove, Bub waat iz tue
AP it coer mot nean the Loydshis of Chardst in the stiole of 1ife i

\

i % & B 2 4 . > + o by g 2 e % - % v ¥ - i o
GeBnel W Lhe shole student is {he o L 83 1 b 1§ R ‘Lf\fx,z.,.”,.

Ae atuwient seserataries, wze must cling to the follouing gulding

sole teakx 1s to oreach and 2¢0ent the Lovrdohip of Ghrist Christ
puture of ]

te are concerned with &«ll chapes

L
rooted in the schools. Therefors, we musl Bpen
to melp tue students to bulld up Collowshi,

Gon we continue student wsork uader X
aan?.wia or rewote problea wlth our colleguss in xu;AJ uwl,a.
nixing hse been done by Christism workers, Sinee it will not
b y te wove sesy, thie x%eati~n of working under s nev reglue wust

frsaiglys It would refleet & lack of vitality in the Christian falth 1f vgr;x

only survive under & zpeolal xind of reglme, The stalfl felt that student
tlnwe I8 we hold on {0 our striclly son-partisgan clatioru. Qur integrity

of seevios and our experlence o yroup work asd .;abr'“ activities =zdil pr

to fege & new sltuation rather toan soe of snalety 5
o 8 A&
LOT Us,

~ATLRCILIEGIATE ACTIVITILS

Jut of the Binter bpulerence in January
in Pelping. Four student delsgobes were sent to abf
Shanghal in February., ¥%ith the eoogerstion of T
Serviee™ vas lnauvgurated on FPebruary ist. The attendunce h
T ostudents every Sundsy evenlpg st the Unlon uwﬁrun. There

»

1 Tu®; which, to all intents sndé purposes, is e local E.C.0, mouthly,

under say reglme, The guestion should really be one vitall 2 ourselv
pe - ;

Bl R
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The most importent intereollsglste ovent is the annual Jusmmer Confersnce. This yesr
28 in the Last two years, the Palplng & tudent Suwmer Conference wad hald in Lu Ho Hiddle
Sehosl in Tungehow, 1& miles from Pelplag. It was sttended by wore tnan 1LI0 studenis

frow & cifferent universities, I was el the Yonference from July 4 to '.‘f@nan L ;iﬁu

beek i “hanghal on July ¥ in order to stieac the ﬁmmhg;%mmwtiu Y 3

Cial Hals Shan from July 10 to 1%, The Nanking Uonference was ettendes b; 148 aﬁuVJQuu
from 1i colleges. In both the Falplng and Naniging “oﬂxvt{ucwl, tne non-Ghristlan atu

deats constituted the majority. As zoon se I arrived at Uhi dsia Bhan, the stuwienis

the hanikiog Theological Semlnary came Lo we 10 Say “nat lney vers golog to withdirss

blo¢ begause they felt that the conference wag Loo sush cominated by the non-Christien
stucentss 4 wish lhowever to besr willocss to Loe keennuess on the part of the nonebhrisiian
students to zet an understandlag of the Caristicn Valth. The only regrst 1 have 1l ibat
in the kuﬁ&iu& Coafersnce there sere not sulllelent Liristian lsaders o ftiut bl T
1 felt & resl loss that the Sesinsry students did n hoose to stay and hélgout. Chine
& souabtry of mostly non-Christian people but thet 18 no reason 1o shirk cur ®Mangeilotie
responsibility, The Pelping Confersmce dia not get man; cutstandlug speskers it they

had & felvly larga sreup of Chrdstien vorkers te Qonduct a ratner asuccesaiul Bible-stu

LR

& nuwber of zmell groups.

I get & feeling that there ie & lot Lo be done, owe people soy thai the pur
of the Delal, iz not sufflelently /efinite wnd clesr-cut. ILon't the aceeptonce ol
Lorship of Christ definite and elesr-cut enought But still we have a job to cdefine oxe
plleitly its dmplications in a university. Jome other petple say that the S.C.le 48 60
5&minated by 1 on-Christian students that it has lost Lts Chriatisn character. it
igh tlwe {0 exsmine curselves to see whether by saking ourselves not Just %a movewaent
of Christisn Students®, we have suceeecded in muking ourselves Wy Whristian movene

L

students.” Ve need not be afreld of pon-Ohriotisn studente bul ve mual JUEPd OUPSQLVED
from begowing non~-Christian,

July Ii,

181 Husews Sosd, Shangbal.




PORT O CONDITIONS IN GERFRAL - 11 MOV, 1947

T huve veturned from Shenghel to Nenking to find the elty o gool denl more Jittery

then when I left it three days esrlicr, Porhaps "tepse® wjuld be a bettor word,

There heg boen ?ldﬁ%p?&?d unessiness a4t the pit of the stomech, nni probsbly =»ith good

reason. Ao you know, there huve been mAPy'“ice riots znd merehsl law hes been deglored

anaj however, there hﬂa bren apreciable easing of the tension, luryely »s the rogolt
the word ?h*t huge gquentitice of rice l«ve been flown into Bhinghul nnd the frot thet

ﬂmﬂll quantitiss sre now purchesable in Wonking -~ wheress none could be pureh grd in

sither elty on Monday znd Tuerday.

The two colleges etlll remsin falrly esim, but there 're obvious crocks In ‘he front

I described in my l:st report, Cortain ~ members of the { culty »re culetly nnking
nlens to leove Henking, eni othsere are beglaning to sorry more hout what Communist
paptrsl will mean. A considerable nwu?ﬂr of Ginling girls heve slresdy sone; & few
Dniversity men, Today there hee been o rumor (false) to the affeet thet President Chen
gmid thot the University wouid move. The gtudents sre nulte exelted. #ino started the
report, I don't know. Though there has been no formnl disecusgsion or publie sunouncsmpen
1t 1z very mnlikely thet the University =il) sttempt to movey the mejority of the
faculty nd students will esrry on. Also nt Ginling. I om pot sure =b t Dre Chen

to d0. He hus been so closely conpegtod with the Party thet he mey feel thot he hus
lenve. Dr. Wu hes been inievendent enough so thrt she is probsbly respeet d -y the
Conmunlets., Wo undersisnd tht Dean Chang Chi-wen snd femily «re golng to Formosa,

The gloom of the lagt faw days hes been due inm perd 4o the mablieosti n in Bugharsst of
¥so Teu-ting'a statement putting the Chinspe Communiots om the vi‘. of the Third Inter-
potionni. Thiz stetement, damning Americsn imporialiem, hes quisted tempororily thowe
who hsve baen sasepting that the Comunlets 'vre purely Uninese sgrarisn foelelists with
no connectiong with Mosecow. Horever, I =m not sure th .t Kso may pot huve besn pluying
s more subtle game, temporsrily protesting his loyalty to thore he eosr mnot alfard to
nlienste % thiu momant while placning s more nm:tionslictle prosrem But this iz pure
conjecture. The fact 1z that hic speech hoe not been =aﬂwvar1r$.

News From the battlefront hes been more reassuring - 1f one i to belleve Centrel News
Atgos tehes. Inilcstions sre thet troops which vere withirewn from Manehurlis sre now
renching the Heushow frent, nd thet Nationalist reslstence there mey be more offective
than feared or sxpectad. b stesdy streay of planes, mostly CL6ts with o few BUAYs,
thupders overhesd these lays. fe ere to be =i hout lights or weter ”ﬁr two lave BO
thet more goxl ~an be used to transport iroops to the ”rwnt. There still sxists the
po:aibllity thet the fimal thrust on Msrking snd Bhenghsl wey be

24
peatosned wntll epring.

The reonomic citustion - so ‘ar sg food is coneerned - 1& belng relisved somewh:t by
the sreivel of rice., Plan® have brought 15,000 tons (they say) of K’au;ri rice to
Bhonghat. VWhen expected mrriveis by ses resch thit eity, conditlons should be unc
better. Provided ome hes money to buy. Prices recched GYZO0D » tan of rice om

but soparently sre down nesrsr BYB1000 now. 211 of whioh mennz that the r‘Y

the sklda, A padienb to the consulsnte ond bLrek tris morving {one hour snd & ﬁ«lf}
¢ont GY15, At A/l, th:t's & lot of money. ®o for we are getting only A/l, though
there 1g o promise of relief, ECA, Army, Diplomstle people sve now up to 0/1 - officls
8o far #e've been turned down., A1 of which is most wnfeir. Block morket In n“rkinh
hsg resched 100/1. A reviszed rate i: expected lally, p rhena even froe wxch' nie.

WP F.




EPOUT ON CONOUTIONS IN CENERAL

7iregrackers heve been celebrating the vietory (?) »t Hsuchow, the rrice of rice le way
down snd the supply is wey up, the effieiel exchange rate 18 20/1 snd yesteriny &
Chinssze offerad to sell me UB§ st 26/1, and Sun Fo »nd our favorlte rickshaw puller
egree that everything is ell right.

Tomorrow morning, teveral humired Awerlcsns lesve for Shanghal om & naval vessel, we
% ve reservetions (we hope) for Thursday's trein, Ginling hss decided to stay snd the
Universlty is stil) debating the qusstion, the traing to Shenghal re crowded (but so
are the trsins from Shanghei), anl L& end intelligent Chinese agree that the end is
ineviteble.

The ehonge of spirit between Wednesiey und Beturdsy ke been cven more merked and sulden
than the drop in spirits I gensed when I returned to Nanking on Vedrireday., It's hard
ts reslize that that was only four days ago, for we have been through some long hourg.
In the circle in shich we move, there i@ little lightening; the dominent mood is one

ol regignstion occssionally secompsnisd by determination to meke romething out of the
day& ehand,.

Hungry, cold, snd moneyless studente from north af the river eontlinue to pour into
Hglskwan. Hen Lih Wu is almort frantiec »ith the task of kewping ther qulet and passing
them on to other parts of the coumtry. Meanwhile students continue to lesve Nanking.
Ginling hopes to be down to 7005 the University will lome lers but should be consliersbly
reduced. The Seminary studemts sre afraid and went to move.

"Oonfitentizl® reporta have it that, ‘espite Wong Wen-heo's gontinuance in the premier-
ship, Chang Chun 1s to sucesed him =nd 4& now working behind the seenes on & complotely
now pabinet, - He 48 gald to have aceepted the job only when the Glmo sald thet if he

didn't someone would die (not mearing Chsng Chun). There 1@ much speeiktion in regnrd
to the Gimo's next etec, The chief alternctives geem to be flight to the south to make
amother atand snd & eelf-infiietsd end, Whst 1z most feared ig that he #ill order a
rapstie lnst-diteh lefense of the elty.

Reports from Shenghel rre not very ha py. Faod srpoers to be wven more of a problem
thare, The srrival of refugees from all parts of Chine s going to moke housing
impossible, I heve been told thot I huve baen promoted to v cot in the dining rooml
I don't know where I'1l find e bed for Irences.

It 18 reported thrt Yemehing has received very encoursging snevers to the feelers it

sent out. The Cowmunizte want the inztitution to stay, including the Weatern st L,
Letoet word Cpom Tsinen, dated November 1, indicnte e continuence of the pleasant
relstionghip enrllsr deserited., Kirk West and Gordon Mshy are goin, in to Teinen thix
ook, . Lalr has permisslon to lesve the city =nd return, ¥e should know 2 good dexl
no-e soon. Eapeeinlly -bout the transsisslon of funds. The K 0o0e seeun to hive
ngreed that the Church must stand and attempt to work out & m thod of living -ith
Communiste.

Peiping is being olesred of Americans, but apparently Fu Teso-yl is preparing to hold
Peiping, Tlentsin, snd all thut sres rgainat the enemy. It's vy confusing to try

to work out po-sibilitiss and probabilitiss on the basis of anytiing excert instinetive
feeling.

N&nkmﬂ F.P.F.




THUS WE EVACUATED PEIPING

Barly in the morning of Wednesday, December 15, we cast a last glance at the
Chien-Men tower, bid a silent au revoir to the poker-faced and sleepy-eyed folk that
began to pour into the street, and evacuated Peiping., That same afternoon the Commus
nists occupied Yenching University and brought war right up to the city walls of the
"Ancient Capital,”

December 15 is a good time to begin Christmas preparation, trimming the tree,
wrapping packages, and issuing dinner invitations. That was what we used to do, say,
fifteen years ago when the children were tots and we ourselves felt thirty years young-
er. The late years have always been crowded with urgent events, and yet none more
pressing than the occasion in 1948, Reports went around over the preceeding weekend
of the withdrawal of troops from Tangshan to the east, Cho-Chow to the south, and Nan-
kou Pass to the north - all of them indispensable positions for the defense of Peiping
and Tientsin, A check-up with General Fu Tso-Yi's aids on Saturday afternoon revealed
the fact that the situation was even more grave than the reports in the papers, Mon-
day started with approaching sound of cannonading in the morning and finished with that
of uaachine-gunning and even rifle shots in the afternoon, One bullet hit a building
in Psing Hua University., ZEven though the Peiping population was used to such enter-
tainment periodically, this time it gave us the jiggers of a special sort, Class=room
routine at the universities in the western suburb fell anart by the afternoon and every-
body seemed to be in a daze, IEvidently "the dawn™ came too suddenly and was accompanied
by many too many fire works even for those who had been making ready for its welcome,
Imergency committees of faculty and students became active, and mobilized the whole
community, An all-night watch of the university walls was organized to keep the war
outside of the campus and to nip local disturbances in the bud,

All the while, the three of us - wife, son and self - were dashing mad trying to
pick out the few belongings for the trip to nowhere, that is anywhere, or nowhere in
particular, Air travel is expensive, and we were limited to a total of 1lloo 1lbs. inelud-
ing people, books and some few clothes, Each article picked out of a closet or a draw-
er must pass the mental test of value, need, and weight, In fact, an obliging neighe
botr sent over her bath-room scales for the occasion, and brought our estimates from
wild guesses to the level of science - my wife thought my small trunk would weigh 100
1bs, and it registered 60 on the scales,

The chartered plane was scheduled for December 21 when we got included. The crie
tical situation brought it forward to the 16%h, and then the 15th. We are grateful
for this earlier date now indeed., PRut at the time, each change made our rush that mach
madder and made us even ask ourselves whether we could really meke the trip. Tuesday
the 14th almost proved to be our Waterioo, and would go down as a memorable day in our
family chronicle., Anticipating leaving for the airfield at 9,00 a.m. the followilng
day, we worked extre hard that morning, had lunch and was teking a rest and family
council before diving in again. The telephone rang, This was approximately what the
manager of the party said: "The West Field has been demolished. The plane will still
attempt to fly us out tomorrow morning bdbut the take-off has to be from the South Field.
We have to get into town this afternoon, Traffic is already difficult. Some vehicle
will come around for you in one hour, If you can not meke it you have to make your own
arrangements," My wife told me to say "yes" in response and mobilized all our avail-
able neighbors. While everything was flying about in the living room, I worked the
next hour with the utmost concentration in my study trying to make a judicious selectior
of the most essential books for my work, A whole year had gone into the building up
of the collection, To leave any volume behind felt like deserting a comrade,

Time was running, Miss B came in to make the dreaded announcement that we nust
hurry, that the bus was approaching, and that we must pile our stuff on the roadside
because the driver was not going to wait, Without time to reach for a clean handker-
chief, I bounced out of the house with the rest. For several minutes nothing happened.
Then a call from Mr. S to say thaet the bus had left the campus, that our manager falled
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to make the driver come areound to édﬁiect us, and that she had only time to ask him

to give us the message with her deepest regrets! It was 4:00 p.m, with about one and
half hours of remaining daylight., Nobody knew whether the city gates were still open
and when they would be closed, None of the university chauffeurs would think of driv-
ing & truck into town under the circumstances and possibly leaving their women and
children in the village for the night. Just as we thought we might as well move the
stuff back into the house and begin unpacking, one of the friends who have sort of
organized themselves into a scouting squad blew in and announced "Hopel" Two Presby-
terian Mission trucks had been sighted on the campus and would return to town after
unloading. There could not be a more perfect God-send, In saying goodbye, our friends
assured us we needed hencgforth worry no more since such & lucky star was with us,

At that moment, we felt like being converted Presbdyterians,

Dusk was gathering as we drove towards town, The road was quite deserted until
we approached the Hsichihmen Gate, The village of Haitien was under high tension and
the few people that were visible talked in a whisper and moved about like ghosts, The
silhouette of the western hills was as enticing as ever and one could almost still see
the column of smoke over the West Field that was demolished a couple of hours earlier,
As we approached the Gate, we ran into small bands and then long columns of soldiers,
Some of the small bands wanted hitch-hiking and said it with levelled rifles, Those
of them that talked used a southern dialect; Kwangsi, Hunan, and what not. They were
all clothed in new thick Chinese cotton padded uniforms of greenish yellow, better
clothed then I have seen Chinese soldiers at any time, Those in the marching columns
maintained good discipline and seemed to be in good spirits, The following morning,
while waiting for the plane at the South Field, the battalion commander engaged us in
conversation and ejaculated "01d Fu (i.e, General Fu Tso-Yi) is tops. Some general
came up from Nanking to take him down to discuss things. Fu told the man his place
was in Peiping and his job was to fight the Communists and he did not leave. Ve are
all with him, we are for him, Just so there will be some silver dollars and canned
food to go around among the men, We can guarantee a minor victory to begin with";

It was dark after we got inside Hsichihmen, What a surprise to find everything
almost normal and what a contrast to the atmosphere at Hailtien, a distance of only
three miles, Soldiers were somewhat more noticeable, and curfew was from eight in the
evening to six in the morning. Here and there drafted labor was piling up sand bags.
My rickshaw was almost crushed by a trailer carrying a field-piece. The night was
spent at my niece's, Her drawing room floor was just the thing for a man with a weak
back. Before going to bed we discovered we had not brought our tooth brushes, ZEven
to this day my wife and I continue to offer each other happy surprises and exasperam
tion by pulling out some thing unusual or failing to produce some article quite obvious~
1y essential., She often began "I would have thought™ and then would say the rest with
a snile, The moon wae. nearly full, the night was warm for the season, the atmosw
phere seemed clearer than ever because of the quiet, Suddenly Peiping felt unbearably
precious,

The plane load of people and things fore-gathered at the College of Language
Studies at day-break on the 15th, This was the first experiment of the kind for the
plane, Everybody was full of questions. Could the plane still land in the South Field?
Oould we reach the South Field from town? How close was the fighting? Had the bridge
on the road been blown up? The news that the Government plane had falled to take away
a V.I.P, (very important person) the previous day added no particular consolation "
either, On top of all this, there was even the uncertainty of peace and war, at least
in the minds of some, Rumour went all over town the previous evening. One informant
volunteered to give us the whole line-up of the Coalition Government, and it was all
just to be confirmed by the Nanking broadcast at 3.00 p.m. Chiang Kai-Shek was to get
out, possibly with a trip to America., ILi Tsung-Jjen was to be President, Mao Tse~Tung
Vice President, and Madame Sun Yat-Sen Premire, But nine o'clock came, and it was all
a flop. Then a new version got afoot, that the inaugunation would take place the follot
ing efternoon and that the inauguration addresses would be broadecasted over a national
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hook-up at 5,00 p,m. One of our fellow passengers observed: "If we can get thru to
the Field, that means there is no fighting and there is probably peace and no need of
going anywhere, If we can't make the Field and get away, it means we ought not to be
here", 1In fact, one sizable family decided over night to drop out from the backlog
after making ready for weeks, Just on the strength of such peace rumours,

Thus out towards the South Field the caravan of trucks crawled, At least half
a dozen times were we stopped by sentinels at the point of bayoneted rifles between the
Yung Ting Men Gate and the Southfield, Each time, however, the captain of the party was
able to talk to the officer in charge, who kept office standing under a tree on the
roadside, and get his permission to proceed, thanks to the assistance of the represen-
tative of General Fu's Headquarters and that of the gendarmerie, The South Field was
evacugted by the ailrforce the day before and guarded by a small detachment of soldiers
and all installations were gone, The Weather-worn commander, besides imparting his
opinion about Fu Tso-Yi, also told us that the Communists were all around and that plane
night land that day but hardly the next, As the plane was sighted, our captein pulled
out from nowhere three large bed sheets and all of us joined in waving them frantically
and then spreading them out on the run-way, The loading and take-off were all done in
2 hurry but otherwise unexciting., I almost felt like complaining about missing_the
aerial view of Peiping City, one of the finest in the world and part of the take-off
rontine from the West Field, When fellow passengers passed sandwiches around, we re-
called with a chagrin that we had left a chicken broiling in the kitchen,

It was decided that this plane should now shuttle between Peiping and Tsingtao
snd bring out as many people as it was still tenable to do so, As we landed at Tsing-
tao we became immediately popular and was expected to produce an answWer to everything
about Peiping, from why General Fu fought the way he did to whether Mr, so-and-so should
be met on the next plane. It is curious how one could become impatient with others!
anxieties once his own is partially relieved. The plane went back and brought out an=-
other load to Tsingtao that afternoon, The following day, the plane was scheduled for
two more flights to Peiping, Two plane-loads of people and baggage got out to the
field together, and they decided to put all the people on the morning flight and the
stuff the afternoon., But when the plane flew back in the afternoon it became impossible
t0 contact and had to return empty, Thus over thirty prople had to go without even
the flew essential things that they wanted to hold on to, and a bride without her groom
who volunteered with a smali group of young men to stay behind with the baggage and be
ready to load the plane, The Danish missionary gentleman, who managed all these evacue
tion parties, intended to b> on the last flight himself, and was also kept in Peiping
against his own wishes, His wife came out to meet him when we arrived at the Shanghai
airfield that night, It was sure difficult to find the words appropriate to express: tu
her our gratitude and our sympathies,

Communication with Peiping has been badly crippled. The South Field is no more
usable but a small airstrip has been built inside the city on the glacis, 4 few groups
had evacuated, taking off from the city field before the snow storm set in, The rune
way stretches itself from the wall at Hataman Gate to Tung Chang An Chieh Street, The
east entrances to the Legation and Marco Polo streets have to be blockaded, and, in
fact, the upper stories of the R.,R., Administration building across the Tung Chang An
Chieh have been removed to give altitude room. 4And the PUMC (Peking Union Medical Coll
ege) power plant chimney stack is painted red and white to warn the pilot where not to
fly, The construction of a full-sized airfield on the Temple of Heaven grounds is
reported to have been completed, As soon as Weather conditions permit, both commercial .
and government planes are expected to resume operation,

The curious thing is the complete isolation of the two universities, Tsing Hua
and Yenching, in the western suburb, adjacent to the Summer Palace, and with a combired
coamunity of over 6000 people. Some students and teachers happened to be in town on
the 15th and have not been able to make their way back to the campuses since, The
Gommunist occupation of those institutions is only nominal thus far except for the cor-
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giderable amount of lecturing from the incoming political workers, altho one unconfirm-
ed report says a field hospital has been set up at Yenching and news has been publish-
ed in the papers that several bombs were dropped on the Tsing Hua campus by mistake,

A sizable group of professors from practically all universities in Peiping and Tientsin
have gathered at Nanking and more are coming, They are by no means all of one mind
politically, but they are agreed in getting away from Communist control, Whether a
North China Jjoint university will be organized or whether the N, China professors and
students will be distributed emong the institutions in S, China remains yet to be seen,

Why does Fu Tso-Yi fight the way he does, retrenching within the city walls of
Peiping and then making a stand? Zvery person I talked to here demands to be satisfied
with an answer to this question and expects me to produce it, All that I can say is
that Fu has built up quite a confidence and respect among the North China population
since he assumed command over that region about & year ago. In fact he was able to
:mprove the government position in some measure during the months previous to the fall
»f Mukden when he had to deal with his opposite number Nieh Yung-Chen only, It does secr
s mystery why he had to evacuate such natural strongholds like the Nankou Pass and Cho-
show so soon., The additional pressure from Lin Piao's troops after the fall of Mukden
soust be something terrific. Even then, the holding of Pelping is not such sheer folly.
.t will tie up easily 200,000 men on the other side end it is always comforting to fee’
that Peiping still stands, 4nd, then, if 1t should be peace, the holding of Peiping
:nd Tientsin would of course make one more nice bargaining point,

On the outcome of the issue of war or peace hangs over so many things - the fate
~f China, the shape of the political future of the Far EBast, and eventually the peace
¢f the world. One thing however seems quite certain, and I say this with an inner pain.
Armerica is certainly not getting the highest count in this ring and round, By 1ts un-
intelligent and unstable policy, it has lost money, prestige, eand even respect as to
world leadership in China since the Japanese surrender, Russia, on the other hand, by
watchful waiting and apparent inaction, is gaining in every thing that America is los-
‘nge It is something sobering, nay, something awful even to contemplate the four hund-
red seventy five millions of Chinese nobilized under Communist totalitarianism, One
recalls the record of the First Emperor of the Ch'in Dynasty who drove slave labor by
the tens of thousands and built the Great Wall over two thousand year® ago, and then
the Sui Emperor who made the Grand Canal by the same methods., May China and may the
world be spared the modern version of such a terrible scourge! As for ourselves, We
would rather die of hunger than suffocation, Philosophy is my love and truth my worshir
This is the second time that we have given up our home and evacuated Peiping; the first
time was over ten years ago when the Japanese came and tried to order our lives and in-
Coctrinate our boy,

[s/ Y.?P. Mei

c/o United Service to China Office
316 Thibet Road

Shanghai 11, China

(CABLE CODE: "UNICHINAID")




Raprint of Story by A. T. Steele in
New York Herald Tribune, January 3, 1949
WPEIPING, Decs 30 (Delayed).--The outstanding impression of my two-day visit to
the Commnist lines outside Peiping was the care and ceution with which the Communists
are preparing for the take=~over of this oity and its institutions.

"This was especially apparent at the Americen-supported Yenching University, five
miles northwest of here, where relations with the Communists so far have been on &
friendly and co-operative plane. How long this situation will continue is an open
questione. :

"Ihe Communists made their first contact with the university in mid-December,
just after Communist troops occupied the surrounding areas. They made their first
official call on Dec. 18, when a representative of the political bureau of the Com-
munist 13th Army conferred in an smiable atmosphere with Chinese, Americen and Brit-
ish members of the university's administrative committee. The following day the head
of the political bureau gave a pep talk to a meeting of the student body and faculty.

"The next step ceme a few days ago when the university was visited by Chang
Tsung=-lin, vice-chairman of the cultural bureau of the Communist regime in North China,
with headquarters at Shih-kiachwang. Up to now the university has been allowed to
function as usual. Communist activities have been limited to discussion rather than
reforms Only one Communist liaison men is stationed on the campuse

"Dy, Lu Chih-wei, acting chancellor of Yenching, said thet while Communist policy
toward Yenching does not seem to be fully crystallized he has gained the following im=-
pressions from his talks with Communist representativess:

"Since Yenching University is a private institution there is some hope its ad-
ministration may escape drastic upsets so long ‘as it abides by over-all Communist
policies. Despite Communist hostility to the fimperialistic' policies of the United
States government, Communists have given assurances there will be no diserimination
against Americans as individuals.

“Communists have so far raised no objection to continued American financial
assistance to Yenching, most of which comes from the United Board of Christian Colleges,
whose head office is in New York.

"Dr, Lu said the mein concern of the university is whether it will be permitted
to enjoy religious and academic freedom under a Communist-dominated government. On
this point the Communist attitude is not yet clear. Without such freedoms it is doubt-
ful whether continued American support for the University will be forthcoming.

“1A11 we ask,' Dr. Lu continued, 'is fair play. We hope for & modus vivendi, We
will probably not object to introducing courses in Marxian economics and the 'new domoc-
racy,' but only if they can be taught side by side with courses in the economic, social
and religious principles of the Western world. DMNoreover, we want students to retain the
right of honest criticism of any or all theories.'

"Dr. Lu expects the Communists to insist on greater emphasis on practical coursee,
as against bookish learning. He also sxpects they will want the lecture system modified
with more discussion and self-criticism as betwocn students and teachorse Such subjects.
as eagineering and the natural sciences will probably be téught more or less in theé
0ld waye.

“"Tre social sciences will offer a real problem. The Communists consider the econ-
omic, social and political theories of the cpaitalistic world as out of date, and have
intimated they will allow them to be taught only as history. However, Dr. Lu does not
expect this all-important question of academic freedom to become a serious issue until
a coalition government comes into being and enunciates its policies. Meanwhile, classc:
are continuing in the old way."




W.P.FENN'S REPORT ON CONDITIONS IN GENERAL, FEBRUARY 4, 1949

Evidence grows to indicete that, at least for the time being, the Cs have
sdopted for urban centers a different policy from that which they have fol=
lowed in rural communities. In the cities that have been taken over there

is little if any evidence of promotion of class struggle, division of property,
or seizure of assetss On the contrary, most signs suggest a desire to maine
tain many features of present social and economic life. There is, however,

no telling how permenent this policy may bes

It becomes increasingly clear that the Cs have been reluctant to assume re-
sponsibility for many urban centers. Tpey simply lack the personnel reguired
for the functioning of large cities. The delay in taking over Peiping was
probably due to such inadequacye The appointment of General Yeh as layor
was dictated by the fact that, as C member of the joint mission under lMar-
shall in that area, he (and his men) know the conditions better than other
Cse All if this strengthens the conviction of some that Shanghai will not
be taken over for meny months yet. While recognizing this as a distinct
possibility, I am not prepared to count on iy as anything approaching a cer=
tainty, for there are other factors involved.

One of these is the unlikelihood of the Cs being able to finance a nation
which is to any grest extent non-agrarien without foreign trade and perhaps
even foreign aide They are already having difficulty maintaining their own
currency in such cities as Peiping end Tientsine In Heitien for instance,
there have been almost deily changes in the exchange rates with GY, in each
case indicating inflation of per hai. (Haitien - town mear Yenching). Ob=-
viously the problem is going to become increasingly acute when Nenking and
Shanghai are brought under their control. If solution of the problem re=-
quires trade, it is probable there will be official channels for bringing
in foreign funds similar to those we now use. In that case ability to get
funds to out institutions will depend on educational policy and deecisions
as to whether or not private education is permitted.

Non=C sources of information suggest that lMao Tzu-tung is assuming the man-
tle of Sun Yat-sen. Though the party €4 still referred to as Kung Ch'an
Tang, it is said not to preach Kung-ch'sn doctrines. Instead it is ad-
voocating Mao's Min-tzu-chu Chu-i , a somewhat liberalized San Min Chu I.
Whether this is only for city consumption and the country districts are
still favored with communism isn't clear. Nor are we safe in assuming any
wide chasm between Chinese and Russian Communistse. Even if it does, we
should remember that a leftist Chinese Nationalism might be just as bad as
we once feared a rightest Chinsse Nationalism was going to prove itself.

Pence appears more and more certain, though I think the word is misleading,
A camouflaged surrender is what I anticipate for this part of China. The
only change in the past few days is en incresse in the pessibility that
the Cs may be willing to wait a little longer for the fruit to fall. I
doubt if they will permit eny stalling, however, as the morale of nation=-
ist troops is too low to provide much of an obstaclee

WPF




l. veveess. Freedom of Religion is what the government of every liberated area
shonld give protection to., The liberated area in China will never maintain
any prejudices against anybody because of one's religious belief......
seess . »ssThe real Religious Freedom is to give those who believe in religion

the freedom to believe, those who do not believe in any religion the freedom

to disbelieve, the wissionaries the freedom to do their miqaions, and the
antireligionists the freedom of antireligionseeccecces

esessssssin the name of Religious Freedom, the reactionary party of the

American Imperialism now actually has the intention of preventing the

development of New China. "The American United Services to China", supported

and controlled by Henry Luce, has publicly supported the ldeology of going

to Chine to "Protect the Cultural Development of Christianity". Dr, Van

Dusen of the Reactionary branch of the Christian Missions, also the chairman

of "The United Board for Christian Colleges in China", has openly announced

the poliecy of insisting the support of Religious Freedom of the missionaries
in China, and also using the tool of the editorials of the New York Times,

he explained indirectly their term "Freedom". This all is their effort

to induece the "Mediamtors" to prevent the liberation of the Chinese People.

The Chinese people will not allow this kind of plot and action of those

Imperialists, who do not aim at the problem of Religion, but rather at the

problem of people's politics.

ceessssssSince the Liberation Hovement of the Chinese people does not allow

the Buddhist, Taoist, or the Mohammedan to "luddhanize", "Taonize" or

"Mohanmecénize” China, it should also not allow the Catholic or Protestant

to "Christianize" China. What they call "Christianity", to speak bluntly,

is another térm fob the deterioration of China into one of tﬁir colonies.

##«*From an articles "What is the Heal lieaning of
Religious Freedom" in
China Daily News March 18, 1949

"%




A SUMMARIZED REPORT ON EXPERIENCE AT YENCHING

December 1948 - July 19L9

By Lucius C. Porter

Fighting between the XIIIth People's Liberation Army (Jen Min
¢nieh Fang Chun, Ti Shih-san Chun) and the Nationalist (Kuo Min Tang)
s.mies began a few miles north of the Yenching campus on December 13th,
19h8 about 10:30 a.m. Within two days the battle front had moved to
the south of the campus, and of the adjacent town of Hai-tlen. The
front line was maintained between the campus and Peiping walls for
sbout eight weeks before the city was surrendered. officers of the
political burcau attached to the XIITIth Army visited the campus on
Saturday, December 18th, inguiring as to our needs and explaining their
plans. The leader of this group was a graduate of the Kung-li-Hul
(Congregational) Middle School of Paotingfu, end knew well both the
principal, Yang Sheng-wu, Yenching '23, and Mr. Hugh Hubbard, Arrange-
ments were made for an address to the student body on the next day, Sunday .
by Liu Tso-min,: the head of the political bureau. From this time on
members of the People's Government frequently visited the campus, con=
sulting with Chancellor C. i, Luh on questions of food supply, arrange=-
ments for financing the university during the interval before settled
political controls could be established, and other matters. Members of
the Western group of faculty personnel met some officials and discussed
general matters, including questions of courses of studye In all these
discussions the officials were friendly and helpful. No change in
courses of teaching or in rellglous activities were suggested. From
this time on until my departure from Yenching the university region
was under the control of the People's Government, A summary of
Yenching experience during this period follows, under four main heads.

1. UNITY OF SPIRIT

Te unity of spirit within the university in facing the adven-
ture of the overturn of authority and control of this region by the
Pcople's Liberation Armies, and throughout the whole period of eight
months was a striking fact. We have recognized the value of Yenching
Spirit before, but the reality of this spirit, the unity of the faculty
members among themselves, the sense of comradeship between students and
faculty, and the sense that the servants and workers of the university
were a real part of the whole team, Wwas never more dynamically expressed.
e felt it among ourselves and other people spoke of our uni ted spirit,
in contrast to the cliques and divisions that marked other universities
and organizations.

2o THE NON-INTERFERENCE OF THE PRIOPLE'S GOVERNIENT WITH ACADEMIC
PROGRAM

The academic work of the university vas continued throughout
the period, with only minor dislocation in the time-table, viz,

a., Postponement of the examinations for the Autumn semester
from mid-January to early in March; at the request of our students;

be Postponement of the opening of the Spring semester;




ce Postponement of Commencement, and cancella tion of the
Spring recess, in order to have a full semester of 16 weeks of work,

The regular program of studies was in no wise interfered
withe All courses announced in September 1948 were taught as planned,
with no suggestion of changes made by the People's Government.

However, the Peoplc's Government suggested that three new
courses be offered in the departments of history, political scilence,
and economics respectively, in which the Marxian viewpoint of these
subjects could be presented. The university authorities accepted
these suggestions and new instructors were selected to teach the
courses. Though qualified to present the Narxian viewpoint none of
these new instructors was a member of the Commmnist party.

3. NON-INTERFERENCE WITH RELIGIOUS ACTIVITI™ 3

The religious life and activities of Yenching have been con-
tinued without any imposition of restrictions or regulations. The
entire program previously planned for the Christmas season was carried
out without any change only 10 days after the university had fallen
within the lines of the Pecople's Liberation Army. Daily chapel j
services, Sunday worship, small fellowship group discussions, religieus
services for workers, ¢ tc. were neither inquired into nor examinea.
Government authorities repeatedly stated their intention to maintain
religious liberty, but reminded us that such liberty included the
liberty of anti-religious groups to express their views and crificisns.

The chief effect of the new regime upon our religious 1life
was to inspire a review of the essentials of Christian faith and con-
duct, and the effort to present the Christian message in forms adequate
to meet the challenge of communistic ideology. At the same time
Christians realized more clearly the need to revitalize the Church in
China, Dr, T4 Ce Chao, from the first, helped us to understand
that to complacently accept the indifference of the new government to
religion and Christianity would be a great danger; active persecution
would have stressed the need for a vital faith, Dr, Chao and the
students of the School of Religion, with tl.~ help of many members of
the Yenta Christian Fellowship, have been active in the task of rousing
Christian leaders and church members of the Peiping churches to the task
of reinterpreting the Christian message, and re-energlizing Christian
effort. Christian students shared in the work undertaken by all our
students of helping the people of Peiping understand the attitudes and
purposes of the People's government by spendir- ten days in the city
talking to student groups, people in homes anc on the streets, e tc.
disarming their fears of ruthless cruelty, an' reporting the treatment
Yenching had already received. The Christian students lived with the
other students at the Normal College, but devoted themselves to the
students of Christian Middle School, and the pastors and leading laymen
and members of the churches. Each day spent in this work was followed
in the evening by group discussion on results achieved, criticism of
mistakes in methods, e tc. and plans for the next day's work. In
this procedure Christian students adopted the methods in which Party
leaders had trained other students.
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Lo SIGNS OF ENCOURAGEMENT FOR THE FUTURE

Instead of imposing a cut-and-dried program for Higher Educa-
tion, the People's Government, through its educational authorities,
scems eager to consult with the experienced educators of Peiping with
regard to the best procedure to be followed in facing the problems
of Higher Education for this region and for China generally. The
government authorities frankly acknowledged its ignorance and inex-
perience ‘in this field, and sought guidance in consultation with
educational specialists.

As affecting Yenching's future the following particulars are
significants

a. Yenching was named as one of the FOUR universities
of Peiping that was to be continued. The other three are

Peking National University (Pei’:)
Tsing Hua National University ( ‘sing Hua)
The Normal National University (3hih-ta)

Other colleges and universitics were amalgamated with these
three, or reduced to some form of junior grade, or closed.

be Yenching was asked to share in the formation of the
commission on higher education, composed of some 20 ex-
perienced educators. Chancellor C, W. Luh, Prof, Kit-king f:zi,
(Mrs. Yen Ching-yueh) of sociology, and Prof. Chang Tung-sin
of philosophy, were appointed to his commission certainly,
and probably Prof. Weng Tu-chien, of history, also. The
program worked out by this commission will undoubtedly have

a much wider influence than mere application to education in
North China, The fact that two of the Yenching representa-
tives on this commission are professed Christians is signifi-
cant of the government'!s attitude toward religion.

c. Yenching has been given high praise for its practical
vocational courses, :
€.g8s The Pre-Medical courses in science.
The general training in sociology
The Industrial Training Program, and course
for apprentice-training.
The basic course in liberal arts.
The advanced research work leading to the M.A,
degrece.

Yenching has been urged to develop r »re vocatlonal courses,
but also to plan for more rcsearch .ork, as the government
realizes China's great need for mern. and women with high
technical training to guide in the work of "productiveness"
which the government emphasizes in all its publicity state-
ments.

de Yenching has been held up to other universities as a mocul
of economic administration. In its efficient use of a
gmall and limited income, in the small number of its faculty
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staff and technicians and janitors, etc. as compared with
other institutions of the city, along with the quality of
training and devotion to service shown by its graduates,
Yenching has been made an examplc for others to follow. The
extravagant and wasteful use of money and men in other
institutions has been strongly criticlzed.

e. There was much uncertainty in t' ¢ minds of Dr., Chao and
his colle agues as to the future of the School of Religione
However, it was found in consultation with government repre=-
sentatives that the fact that the name was School of Religion
instead of School of Theology, was an item in its favor.
Moreover the government authorities recognized that some
study of religion was a necessary part of any study of human
culture. No opposition was expressed for the continuance

of the usual courses of the School of Religion if these
courses were not scheduled as a group but, instead, were
divided among the several departments to which they were
naturally related, such as philosophy, history, sociology

and literature. As you know, even the Nationalist Govern-
ment never gave official recognition to the School of Religion
as an integral part of the registered Yenching University, and
recognized no degree in religion.

The assurance that the course of study could be continued
has greatly encouraged Dean Che&o, and he 1is, this summer,
actively advertising for new students for the study of the
Christian " . religion. He is seeking men and
women of high caliber, able to tele high training for the
imperatives of Christian consecr-tion in the new era in
China, and steadfast in mceting its challenge.

The favorable treatment given to Yenching by the leaders of the People's
government 1s based on several factorse. One 1s, undoubtedly, that
good record for devoted service made by Yenchi g graduates in the
service of the Communist Party during the past 10 or 15 years., lMany
found in this service the best outlet for the r deslre to be of help

to the people of China. Another main factor, has been the determina-
tion of the university not to leave in the face of danger, but to meet
the situation and maintain its witness for Christianity and for the
freedom of truth. A third factor is the quality of character shown

by our chancellor and his leading Chinese associates, and their wisdom
and experience in the field of cducation, and human relatlons generally.
They have won respect for themselves and for their cause by loyalty to
principles while adjusting to accomplished facts. The Yenching motte
"Freedom through Truth for Service" which has impressed in a dynamic
way so many generations of our students, hes now, through its vital
force demonstrated in the present leadership, impressed the public
outside of Yenching including the leaders of the People's Government.

The Yenching staff and students areL%rateful to the Board of
| C

Trustees, which, in 1ts action in December 1948, supported the univer-
sity in its determination to sdventure into the unknown future under a
government devoted to communistic ideology. The sense of unity in the
spirit, known and felt on the field through all the phases of Yenching
life, has found a wider and enlarged field in the sense of comradeship
and understanding with the international Board abroad, With this sense
of unity in spirit and witness we cen together adventure firther 1into thc
uncertain future, conscious that the way will be shown to those who are
devoted to the Will of God. ", LeCusPe




August 27, 1949

CONDITIONS AT YENCHING AND IN THE PEIPING REGION

Attitude of Yenching B3tudents

T heve been in China over a period of thirty-two years and
in this time have witnessed great enthusiasm cn the part of students
on several occasions - first, when the student movement started in 1919,
again when the Kuo-mingtang took over North China, eftce etce But I ;
nave never hefore seen the fervor and almost religlous ecstasy on the
purt of students, which was evident on the part of a large portion
of the Yenching students when it became evident that the Communists
vere to take over the Peiping region. In the minds ol these boys and
girls nothing was too good for thess "Iiberators" and in turn nothing
was too importent or difficult for them to accomplish. The most
cordial and extravagant welcome was thereforc extended to the "llbera-
ting" army - officers and men alikc. of course, not all students
shared in this feeling but I expect that seventy to seventy-five per-
cent did to a greater or less extent, Cthers remainced very guiet
after the arrival of the new armies. since then some have been dis-
1llusioned but a very large portion of +the student body still retain
implicit conficdence in the new rogime. some few are vigorously opposec
to the new bub remain very quiet to this day. One fine student said
to me, "I don't like the kind of freedom provided by the new regime.
T went the kind of freedom which T understand they have in America."
But I think that not many would say thils.

The Communists have been extremely skillful in their relations
to students. The fiationalists did everything possible to discourage
interests in public affairs on the part of students and when, in spite
of this, the students becams active, they were repressed, often
arrested, sometimes beaten or otherwise tortured, and occasionally
executed, Oon the obher hend the Communists have so far encouraged
student interest in public affairs. Indeed, they have reguested
cooperation by students in making and carrying out plans. When Peiping
was first taken over, there was a request for a large number of volun-
teers from student  renks to serve with the Communist forces. About a
hundred and twenty Yenching students took up this work together with
many hundreds from other institutions. Men and women shared in this.
They were put into special uniforms and given several months of in-
doctrination and hard training and just as we left Peiping they were
being sent South to help with the Army. There they would be used %o
"explain" the new regime to the people, to £111 minor posts and to
help in many other ways. he training was very vigorous, and some
students "broke" down under it, bubt many thrived on it, in splte of the
fact that 1livine conditions were difficult and food very plain. After
commencement this June, all seniors in the Peiping-Tientsin region were
"invited" to come %o Tsing Hua for a month of very special training,
af ter which they would he eligible to accept positions ol many sorts
in industry =nd government, As far as I could learn, most of these
students were very happy to have this special training even though
again living conditions were sparten, food very plain, and the tralning
far from easy. In geoneral, one would say that students were very
happy and most hopeful under the Communists, This epplies to those
from other institutions as well as those from Yenching.




Attitude of Yenching Faculty Members

; T+ 1s difficult to know the attitude of every member of the
faculty but it is my opinlon that the majority are in favor of the
new powers. Many arc very strongly so, and give all possible assis-
tance to the new cause. Others are lukewarm, Some are opposed but
say very very little and one only learns their attitude from guarded
remarks. One or two are vigorously opposcd and do not hesitate to
say so in plain language. The above applles only to the Chinese
faculty. T am not including the foreign faculty in this "write-up"

o

unless I mention them especially in connection with some point.

Attitude of Small Merchants in the Peiping Reglon

As far as T can learn, most small merchants feel unhappy and
disturbed., fThose¢ dealing in curios and other luxury goods have been
told that they should produce "yseful™ articles. Therefore you see
shops that formerly sold high-priced curlos, now sclling soap, candles,
kerosene, etc. while they surreptiously sell thelr remaining curios
at a loss. amall merchents cealing in grain and other necessities
foel that prices are so carefully sontrolled that they cennot make a
living. Porconally, I fesl that at loast a part of this attitude is
the result of "friction" in the establishment of the new order and
may disappear as adjustments are made.

Attitude o Farmers in the Peiping Region

he farmers in the Peiping region are atb present unhappy
and opposed to the new orders. Those with more land have had some

taken from them without compensation or fear thet a porbtion will %e

so taken. Those who formerly had no land, but who receive land by
the division, find themselves without tools or fertilizer and without
means to buy such, so the land is of little use to them. A large
fraction of the work animals have been drafted off by the armies. All
are informed thet taxes are to be much higher thaa in the paste
Farmers with better than average furniture have sold much of this at
low prices for fear that 1t will be taken away [rom them. On the
other hand, soldiers have assisted iarmers in planting and working thel:
land, I many cascs they have been very efficient and helpful and
this has pleased the farmer, Unfortunately for the Communist cause,
the wheat crop this spring was the poorest I have ever sech. Yhen we
left summer crops looked excellent but many farmers said that there
would be about a month before the fall harvest when there would be
very little to eat and this does not help the Communist cause. On the
other hand, we hear that in regions where the Communists have been in
powcr for some time, the farm population &re happy and feel very well
disposed to them, I suspect that some oi the difficulties in the
Peiping region will disanpear as adjustments are made.

Attitude of Laborers

Laeborers have besen encouraged to orzanize in Unions and this
has of course plessed them in that it gives them a little more security
since it is now more diificult to discharge an cmployee. On the :
other hand, work is scarce since farmers no longer employ laborers &7

.
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due to fear of loss of their land at any time. Also no one now
builds or repairs buildings since there is a fear that these will be
taken over. vapcs for labor arc little if any higher in purchasing
power than before the turn over. Probably they are lower in purchas-
ing value but they have risen vory much in comparison to salarles of
teachers and officials, and the income of merchants and bankers, This
mekes the laborer feecl more important even if his food 1s no better
than before ocnd his clothes are worse than under the 0ld order. When
I left the relations betwsen the employer and the workman were far from
casYye Neither side knew what rules and rogulations would be set up
and the laborer especially hoped to improve hils condition under the
new rulerse. There is considerable evidence that the Communists plan
to adopt rules and regulations that will be fairly just to both sides.
They are "going slowly" in this and studylng the situation carefully.

Attitude of Big Rusiness Men (Chincse)

Much to my surprisc I found thet at least some of the "big
business" men are very ievorably impressed with the ncw order, T know
one outstanding Christian layman in Tientsin who is the managing direc-
tor of & relatively large business. This business involves exporting
his product. He teels very happy indeed over tho prospect for his
pusiness under the new order. T might add that this man is a trustee
of the P.U.M.C., 18 also very ective in promoting the Industrial Traine
ing Program at Yenching and is actively supporting and pushing a large
program of anti-tuberculosis work in Tientsin,. Another man who 1is

the managing director of the Chee Hsin Cement Company expresses a4 simi-
lar attitude. Ho also is active in the promotion of the Yenching
Industrial Program, T know thesc men well enough, so that they at-
tended a dinncr given for me the night before we left Tientsin and I

have had many talks witl thewm, especlally the first one. He feels
that the future for places like Yenching and the P.U.M.C. 1s assured
without too great modifications of the present programs.

Abtitude of the Communists Towards Education (General)

The Communists have plans to make ecducation - at leoast
primery education - available for everyonodye Also they plan to make
higher education available to very large numbers who have the brains to
profit by it. They ere especially interecsted in applied scicence,
industrial training, engineering, medicine and related fields. Prac-
tically all the former colleges and schonls have buen pressed to con-
tinue and exnand their work in these fields. In addition they are
opcning numerous new technical schools of different grades. For
instance, a medical college with two thousand students has recently
been established in Moukden. This is of low standards and most of the
graduates will not be of much use, but there is great enthusiasm on the
part of students for such a program. While the detailed program has
not yet been worked out it is ovident that education will be made free
to those who are able and do not have the means to meet exXpenses.

Attitude of the Communists Towards Yenching

From the time Peiping was taken over the relation between the
Communist leaders and Yenching has been friendly, indeced cordial. They
have gone out of their way to do things for the university such as to
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make available a supply of electricity when we could not well produce
our own, add before electricity was provided for the city of Pelping.
They also provided grain to feed our students when we could not get
it otherwise. Their friendly attitude 1s also indicated by the
inclusion of three Yenching faculty members in the conrmittee setting
up rules for Higher Education. They have urged us to expand and
develop our Industrial Training Program and have cven promised consid-
erable financial aid to parts of this program. Also, they have
suzgested thet Yenching was probably the one place where an English
Language Institute should be established, In addition they have
sugrested that Yenching should develop a five year program in Political
Science and related fields for the training of candidates for diplomatic
service. It is probable that in time they will require some, perhaps
considerable, modification in our courses of study, but up to the
present time thelr attitude has been that until they have had more
time to work out their ideas, the University should continue along its
former program. We did add on two or three courses in Economics, etce
from the standpoint of the Communlist doctrine,but they seemecd willing,
even anxious that the older courses should be continued,

The leaders have made 3t strongly evident that students
must study while in college. gtudents who ere not interested in study
should leave and take up some useful occupation.

Attitude of Communists Towards Christianity

At Yenching there has bcen, as far as I know, no rcstriction
on our Christian activities. Chapel and such services seemed to me
fully as well attended as bofore and interest on the part of those
attending scemed keen. The School of Religion probably had 1ts best
year as they had a very intelligent and devoted group of students who
shared in the 1life of the University as no prcvious group had done.

On the other hand, from what we know about happenings in
other areas, it is cvident that Christianity ig in for difficult times
and probably for persecution, hut persecution never destroyed
Christianity before and it will not here. There is much evidence that
T, C. Chao and perhaps others are developing into crusading leaders
for the faith. Christian schools that have to depend upon tultions
to make ends meet will be at a disadvanbtage in competition with govern-
ment schools with no, or very low, charges. Perhaps, also, there
will develop active opposition to courses in religion. This is almost
certain to happen in some fori,

Attitude of Cormunisis Towards Forelgners (American)

Tt scems cvident that the Communists plan to make conditions
such that fmerican business men will not remain. Up until the present
they have made conditions very unpleasant for American correspondents.
In fact, conditions had become such that they had great difficulty in
collecting news and almost no way of sending out their dispatches;
and all this in spite of the fact that most of the correspondents were
very favorably inclined towards the new order, The new regime was
unwilling to accept even minor criticism in dispatches, Consular and
other of'ficial represcntatives have not been accorded the usual cour-
tesics and their condition has been made difficult in the extreme, In
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general all foreigners are subject to delaying tactics. One has to
carry identification cards at all timecs, also one needs permits to
travel anywhecre. The obtaining of the cards and permits is very
time-consuming and is apparently subject to the passing whim of local
officials in many cases. Often travel permits are refused without
apparent reason. In other cases they are rmuch delayed. One must
say, however, that Chinese also must carry identification papers and
are subject to thorough questioning whenever the authorities so feel
inclined. Foreigneurs at Yenching have had better reatment than any
other group that 1 know about,. As far as I have heard the authorities
have always been friendly in attitude, but they do not grant the
request or grant them only after long delays. In other words, the
present regime is a dictatorship and one lives there &s in any other
police state. I don't 1ike such a condition. I think that it 1s
very dangerous in the long run. Communists say that forelgners are
welcome as long as they obey the laws of the country.

Some General Statements

I think that the present government has the wellbelng oIk
the common people in mind to & far greater extent than any other pre-
vious govermment since I have been in China,. But can a dictatorship
and a policestate by 1ts very nature maintain such an attltude? Will
they not soon be more concerned in thelr own perpetuation rather than
the good of the whole? But take it altogether I think that there is
a good chance that the present group will.do very much for China and
its people. There is hope here but not certvainty.

In general I think that institutions like Yenching should be
suppor ted from America as never before. They will serve as a means of
softening and modifyingy the rigors of the Communist program. Yenching
needs financial supporte. It also nesds young Americans on its staff.
It is a fascinating and intriguing opportunity. It will be difficult
but the rewards will be great if the program succceds. If I were
younger I could think of nothing more worthwhile to undertake.

/s/ Stanley .D, ¥Wilson
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THE ORGANIZATION OF THELWOMEN'E COLLEGT OF YINCHING UNIVERSITY
(Translation of the original Chinese) Dedember, 1949

The Women's College shall consist of all women faculty and staff members,
women workers, and women students of the University.

Functionss

1., To assist the University to promote "New Democracy" education.

2. To assist the University to promote the welfare of the whole Tomen's College.

3. To participate in a1l related cormittee and adninistrative work within the
University and to submit suggestions and opinions with reference to the em-
ployment of women faculty and staff members and in regard to other adminis=
trative matterse.

4, To maintain contacts with those groups from which financial support of the
Women's Collepe comese

5, To administer Vomen's College funds in consultation with the appropriate
University authoritye

Organization

In exercising its functions the Vomen's Collepe shall be composed of the Tomen's
College General lleeting, the Women's College Committee, and the Dean of the
Vlomen's Collegee

1. The Women's College General leeting: To consist of all women faculty and
Stafl members, and representatives from the women students and women workerse
The students shall choose one representative for every 20 students, and one
additional representative for an additional fifteen or more studentse The

women workers shall choose 1 representative for every 5 workers, and one
additional representative for an additional 3 or more workerse The General
Meeting shall meet once a year to hear reports, to give sugzestions to the
Women's College administration, and to elect the Nominating Cormittee which
shall meke nominations for the Tlomen's College Committees

The Nominating Committee shell consist of & persons, to be chosen by their
respective groups &8s follows:

2 professors or assistant professors

1 Lecturer or assistant

1 staff member or worker

1 student
The Women's College Comnittee
The Nomineting committee, =TTer consultation with their respective groups,
shall draw up & list of 12 persons from the Women's College General Meeting,
as follows:

6 professors or assistant professors

3 lecturers or assistents

3 staff members or workers
This list shall be presented to the University Council which shall be free
to add nemes if it so desires, and which shall then choose 8 members of the
Women's College Committee, &s follows:

4 professors or agsistant professors

2 lecturers or assistants

2 staff members or workers
The women students shell choose their own 2 representatives to sit on this
Committee.

The Women's College Comaittee is responsible to the University Council and
shall meet once a month to decide upon Women's College administrative 2
matterse




-2 -

3. The Dean of the Women's College: To be aprointed by the Chancellor or the
University Councile The Dean of the Viemen's College shall be responsible
for Women's College routine administration and shall act as ex officio
chairman of the Women's College Committee.

44 At the request of 1/5 of the members, a special Women's College General
lMeeting shall be called to discuss the changing of these by-lawse
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FOR YOUR COMMITTEE OF NINE Nos 14 &~
INFORMATION U. B. C. C. C., 2 NOVUIZER 19 60

REPORT ON YEZNCHING
BY DR, and MRS. R. T, SAILER

Bob McMullen has asked us to make a report on Yenching containing the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, all in a few pages.

The truth is much too complex for even a perfectly objective genius to

do anything like that, but in view of our readers' extensive background,
we hope that we can select facts and impressions that seem to us relevant
without seriously distorting the total situation. We would of course be
very glad to report in more detail on any particular subject. Before
leaving Yenching this summer we tried very hard to compare our impre ssiong
and judgments with colleagues in whom we think you would have most con-
fidence, both Chinese and Western, especilally those most vitally com-
mitted to Yenching as a Christian institution, and who have proved them-
selves most effective in deepening its spiritual life.

The Outward and More Obvious Facts

A. University Administration. The Bureau of Education has indicated
the general type of administrative set-up expected, but leaves at least
the private universities freedom in working out details. Our central
committee from which a smaller executive committee is chosen, consists
mainly of members of the teaching faculty, though administrators, clerks,
students, and workmen are also represented. Actual administration con-
tinues to be directed by Dr. Luh whose prestige and "political" skill
are very great. There have been no cases of student demands on the
faculty. It is possible that the college system will be changed to one
of institutes and chairs, but nothing definite seems to have been done
yete.

B, Faculty. Three Chinese members lelt just before the turnover. Two
were for family reasons, and the third, now in America, wishes to return
to China. Several formerly outspoken anti-Communists have remained and
kept administrative position without question. One professor, a chemist,
1s a party member. Two new professors well versed in Marxian thougnt
were invited to join us, one of them part-time . When our teacher of
Russian, a Chinese, left, we secured a Russian from Shanghai to take her
place; he is an excellent teacher but rather reserved--does not seem to
talk much with students personal 1y.

C. Curriculum. Analogies are dangerous, but the spirit of the present
curriculum and teaching can perhaps best be understood in terms of Com=-
munism as a vigorous but far from generally accepted faith, and the
situations as analagous to that of a college controlled by a deeply
evangelical Board of Trustees who leave the actual running of the college
to a faculty in general sympathetic to the Christian faith, but contain-
ing individuals varying from the most earnest falth to scepticism, the
main body being favorably inclined toward Christianity in a relatively
_objective way, a student body similarly constituted, and operating in an
environment where atheism or ridicule of religion would hardly be toler-
ated.

Required Political Courses. To become acquainted with the philosophy
and program of the new regime, all students are required to take a 3=3 ,
credit course in "Dialecticsl Materialism and the Development of Society,'




and "The New Democracy of Mao Tze Tung." All non-Scilence students are
required also to teke a 3-3 course on "Economic and Politlcal Marxism."
These courses are taught by our regular faculty members, with a content
growing out of much consultation with government education officers and
teachers in other institutions; as time goes on the content will probe
ably become more standardized. Immense effort was put into planning
the material, inviting special lecturers from the city, and planning
the dlscissions and the answering of questions raised. Faculty members
are encourared to join the discussion groups as advisers and to have
their own discussions in addition. Both of us followed the lectures
through a student who took notes and attended fairly regularly one of
the groups. These varied greatly in make-up and spirit, with students
divided according to major department. At the end of each semester there
was an examination of facts, and a summary by each student of what he
had got from his study. No marks were given ti1ll the end of the year,
when about a dozen students failed, through ignorance of content and
irregularity in attendance at discussion.

Other University Courses. In general there was effort on the part
of teachers to fit their courses more to the needs of the new age, though
their past training often made this difficult. There was much talk of
emphasis on the practical. No one seemed to feel loss of academic free-
dom, though there were almost certainly cases of teachers getting more
on the band-wagon of the new thought than their convictions should have
permitted; these were by no means sure to win more student respect. We
do not happen to know of any courses being given up other than "Hi story
of Western Economic Thought," though there may have been such. English
continued asla requirement, and the number taking Russian did not in-
crease so very much.

There has been a great deal of discussion of reformation of curricula,
and the Bureau of Education seems inclined to follow the KMT practice of
making certain requirements for each type of major for all universities,
leaving the institutions to work out their own content and the electives.
Faculty members from different schools are called together for each
subject, to meet with each other and representatives from the Bureau' to
work out these general curriculum requirements.

D. Western Faculty. This now consists of the Wolferz and Deans, near
retirement, Nancy Cochran, the Pykes, Grace Boynton (just returning),
and the Swifts (just come ), of the English Department, the Wiants, Lucy
Burtt and the Lapwoods, Reclus (a Frenchman), Miss Sutherland (o CeTsMe
worker on short term), and ourselves on furlough. We badly need
strengthening, having lost the Stowes, Crothers and Lee=Wolfes throurh
small children and health problems. A Mr, Gilkey was to have come from
Soochow. Wiant was still Acting Controller when we left, and Lapwood
Dean of Science, which post he has just becen allowed to relinquish. We
feel very welcome, and hope that no possible chance will be lost to add
to our numbers. This however may prove impossible.

B, Students and Student Interest. About 120 students left for their

home's in the South just before the turnover, some of whom later returned.
Afterward many joined government service and the summor of '49 found our
numbers down around 600, Enrollment was run up to 1000 at the beginning
of the last academic year, is about 1200 this year, and 1300 are planned
for next year. This is larger than we can well handle, but is in line

with the pressure for making the fullest use of all facilities, and with




very simple living. There seemed to be some small indication that last
year we were receiving students from somewhat more conservative homes
than formerly. We have not received an analysis of the student body
this year as yet, when for the first time we joined in the entrance ex-
aminations given by 14 government and universities in North China.

Although more than half our students cen pay no tuition, and many cannot
pay board, tuition fees were somewhat raised this fall for those who
could pay, to something like 20 per semester for tuition and rooma..
Board was about $2.50 per month last spring, really too little. Students
take much responsibility in seeing that aid goes to those who need it
most, and both students and faculty have shown a new interest in helping
the university to economize on the ground that all national resources
now belong to "the people."

Students differ very much, as they always did, in political attitude,
though desire for return of the Kuomintang seems wholly absent. A few
tens are party members or candidates, and by the end of the year some-
what le ss than a third were members of the Communist Youth Corps, the
Tuan, which recruits actively while setting a high standard for member-
ship, involving good scholarship as well as personal conduct and social
responsibility. Such pressure of ten means real strain, to which the in-
adequacy of the food contributes. Tuan members try to develop loyalty
to the philosophy and program of the government, but are criticized when
they press too hard and are very gensitive to the necessity of winning
popular support, as might be an extrenely enthusiastic Christian Ene-
deavor group in a college where there was much interest in religion.

The demand for science, engineering now even more than medicine, has
becoms even more overwhelming than before, and standards for the Science
College have to be considerably higher than for the other two colleges..
English and Journalism draw heavily because of Yenching's reputation in
these fields.

F, Finsnce. The stopping of inflation and the realistic exchange rate
for U. 8. currency has made university administration simpler, and with
the top faculty salary about %40 a month (U.S. money) funds go a long
waye. The budget is however ever a problem, and support for the engineer=-
ing work, which all felt entirely necessary to the maintenance of our
standing among the universities of China is critically difficult. There
is now no resentment that Western salaries are so much higher than those
of Chinese.

G. Christian faith and life.. Formerly the Christian Fellowship was
"large and inclusive, and sponosored many fellowship groups with which
it was very loosely connected. Now these groups are much reduced in
number and are much more religious in interest. The Communist movement
has captured much of the ldealism that used to express 1tself in Chris-
tian terms and the Youth Corps has made special effort to win over
Christian leaders. The Fellowship of course no longer attracts the type
that tends to follow the dominant crowdj 1n some cases it is probably a
haven for those emotionally opposed to the government. Its main leader-
ship however has been exceedingly strong and positive in faith and mes-
sage. As these leaders graduate it remalns to be seen whether new ones
of equal quality will arise; it 1s too early to estimate the effect of
the radical secularization of the middle schools..

Yenching is more than ever a center for North China or National Christian
Conferences. Worship on the campus is entirely free, indoors and out-
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doors. Christian notices are posted freely, including those of a Little

Flock group that might be interpreted as anti-government. The "Me ssiah"

was sung by a large chorous and the tradition of Christmas night visiting
to the faculty was continued after some que stioning, perhaps for the

last time.

Thess are a few of the externals that are rather obvious. While they
throw 1ight on the neart of the situation they do not really get down

to it. Is it possible for Yenching to make a Christian contribution
under present cond itions? Or is its very existence and involvement in
an educational system that must be fundamentally un-Christian bound to
identify it with hypocrisy and willingness to compromise essential faith?
Would we be truer to our falth if we should stop all support and partici-
pation at once and say "Here we stand. We can do no other.," Would this

make our Christian witness stronger in the end?

Even if we answer these last questions {n the negative, believing that
Yenching is now serving as an expression of Christian faith and good-
will, how can we determine the point beyond which we will not go? Ve
do not wish to slide imperceptibly from the justifiable to the unjusti-
fiable, and allow vested interest and momentum from the past to over=
ride clear vision for tho future. On what basis can we meet this issue
fairly? All we can do here is to mention a few psychological factors
that we feel are deeply relevant, involving estimates of the attitudes
of faculty members, students, and the Chinese public. Such e stimates
involve a very large subjsctive element. All we can say is that we have
tried earnestly to seek for understanding and have checked with cole-
leagues carefully.

Psychological factors.

1. The traditional suspicion of motives behind Christian ecucation.
From 1922 on this has been much Jiscussed. Do Christians believe in
good education as such, in the over=-coming of ignorance, the develop=
ment of techniques and the stimulation of thinking, or do they wish to
use their schools as bait to give opportunity for Christian propaganda?
Do they consider schools worth supporting only if they have representa-
tives on the staffs, and can share in control of policy?

On the one hand, sensitiveness to western "cultural imperialism" has
worked toward making this ussue more acute, and on theoother, the fact
that our colleges have really been turned over to Chinese faculties who
feel deep loyalty to "their" institutions has greatly lessened it. The
reaching of any decisions here without the most earnest consultation
with leading Chinese faculty members would raise the issue again in an
acute form, and would seem to them a violent breach of fellowship.

The question as to whether Christians in America should support purely
secular schools in China is still far away from the situation of our
Christian colleges, and may never reach them. For meny middle schools
it is close at hand.

This first factor is one that involves public attitudes as well as those
of faculty and students. The rest are limited to the latter.

o, The effect of personal contacts between Westerners and Chinese.
Widesrread accoptance of the Comnunist dogma that Wall Street controls
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the American Government and deludes the American people through its
control over the sources of news, but that the American people are
friendly to China and are democratic at heart, makes such contacts easy.
Their effect may be illustrated by the remark of a Yenching girl who
said she had read that the American family was breaking down in a bank-
ruptcy of divorce, but that she found the situation guite different in
the homes of American faculty members. Personal loyalties, especially
loyalties to old teachers, count enormously in China.

3. The very powerful Yenching tradition built up over many years by
Leighton Stuart. Though the remark of ten made, that under the new regime
trouble comes from the outside only to institutions having trouble on
the inside, is probably an exaggeration, it has a very large degree of
truth.

4, In spite of this, the danger of Yenching's very great dependence on
C. W. Luh, as it formerly depended upon Leighton. Both men have been
masters at holding together faculty members of very divergent tempera=-
ment and views, and hostile to one another. What would hapnen 1if C. W,
should have to retire through death or illness? Since the turnover
there was one very unpleasant move (we would be glad to describe to any-
one interested) from non-Christian right-wing professors against certailn
ones on the left, and which may even yet force two of our best faculty
members out. It is hard to see anyone besides Dr. Luh who could swing
Yenching and prevent a destructive struggle for power. He may be good
for ten years more, but there is cause for uneasinesse

5, The difficulty under present conditions of strengthening the Chris-
tian staff adequately. Before we left we had a special talk with Dr.
Tuh on this question, and remained uneasy. He reiterated his posltion,
with which we would fully agree, that the Christian impact of Yenching
will always depend on the personalities and attitudes and faith of
faculty members, and not predominantly on the conditions under which
they work. But we felt that our challenge for an adequate program for
developing Christian faculty members was not really met. There 1s still
too much reliance on Westerners to push active Christian work and faith.
Dr. Luh's vosition is not easy, but if he fails here it will be a fatal
failure. It seemed to be more or less luck that two of our new engineer-
ing professors last were earnest Christians.

6., How do our faculty colleapues really feel? (We must report in

utter confidence.) We have intimate friends of very varying views. Some
are so pro-government that it is hard to discuss profitably with them.
One, a really fine man who has taken to drink and gone somewhat to pleces
is soon leaving the university of his own volition, has been violently
and outspokenly anti-government. Many are greatly impressed with in-
ternal achievements and spirit, while very suspicious of Russia. A few
of the most conservative are also quite anti-Western, and tried to make
trouble for one left-winger by accusing him of "favoring the foreigners."
In general we would say that our colleagues are mostly "democratic in-
dividuals" who believe that China has chosen her road of political de=-
velopment, that it gives much hope and causes some apprehension, that
they believe they can make a positive contribution to their country's
development through cooperation with the party, and that they have no
more thought of active subversion than we do toward our government. They
greatly resent and deplore what seem to be Americen efforts to stir
people of their kind against the government, both because it puts them
on the spot and violates their true attitudes, and they feel that Americ:




opposition to recognition of their government, and to its admission to
the United Nations, is based on a very mistaken understanding of the
situation in China., They deeply resent what they feel to be an American
tendency to e valuate China only as an enemy or potential friend against
Russia. At the same time their roots are deep in American culture and
they wish for friendship between the New China and America.

7. What is the background of certain statements that have been 1lssued,
the statement of Yenching professors denouncing the White Paper and the
statement of certain Christian leaders? Reporting from our own observa-
tion on the Yenching campus, we feel sure that contrary to much opinion
in America these statements were definitely not forced. There is "free-
dom of silence" in China. Dr. Luh will lean over backward against
talking opnortunisticaliy, and he, T. C. Chao and two other members of
our present faculty almost died in Japanese prison rather than forswear
friendship with America. Such statements as those made do represent
real conviction, even when they arouse as much wonder here as do some
of the anti-communist statements signed by Christian leaders here do in
China. Their form is likely to be far from ideal., Dr. Chao told us
that wh-.le he by no means liked all the phrasing of the statement he
signed and saw some dangerous possibilities in it, yet after careful
consideration he felt that not to sign it would violate his conscience
and misrepresent his position more than to sign it. He is escentially
the same T. C. who was so greatly honored on his last trip to the Viest,
mellowed and deepened by the strosses of the present situation.

He is as oubspokenly and decply hrictian as ever. Cu the one

hand he sees fundamental conflict between Christianity and Communist
philosophy, and on the other feels that there has actually been much
corruption of essential Christian faith by Woestern imperialistic in-

fluences, eand considers the intolerance of many Western Christians
toward Chinese Communism to evidence in this direction.

Yet we at Yenching are certainly in danger of gaining a one-sided view
of the world ourselves, and we can by no means claim that opportunism
dos s not exist. As a flaming faith backed by political and social power,
Communism incurs the danger of making hypocrisy may be especially con=-
scious in China, and its influence may become powerfully corrupting.

When statements are made by groups there are special dangers, f or they
are likely to be written by sincere extremist members (such as Y. T.

Wu) end it is not easy in the present atmosphere to change them. This
is a far greater danger than government pressure. Infact, when the
Yenching statement on the White Paper was first framed bv a small com=-
mittee it was very extreme indeed. An important government official who
was consulted took great pains to advise strongly that it be very much
toned down. "You Yenching people really do not feel that way toward
America; you have no business to talk that way," was the spirit of what
he said. Yet there is actually a great gap in mental atmosphere and in
thinking in different parts of the world, and it is hard for those in
one situation to evasluate the statements that come from another.

8, At the risk of some repetition, let us ask then How do Chinese Chri g-
tians Really Feel about Communism? We must generalize and over-simplify.
Thoir own faith is challenged by a much m-re powerful rival falth than
they have ever met before. Basy-going generalities such as "Christianity
1s service" or "Christians love everybody" are not good enough; they are




driven much more than ever before to bible study and to theology. They
do not think nearly as often as do we in the West of a final antithesis
between Christianity and Communism, and a rivalry to show that our falth
. 1s better than that of the Communist. They are jarred into realization
that they must find and accept all the good in Communism and then go
beyond it, that their former faith was too much a human product just as
Communism is, and that each faith needs to be purified and deepened by
incorporation of the best in the other. Just as on the political side
they are seeking for democracy through Communism, through a new Communi sm,
on the religious side they are not seeking to uphold the old faith but
to reach a new and still deeper faith.
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We could go on indefinitely, and really feel bad at having again com=-
mitted that commonest sin toward Chinese Communism today, the sin of
over-simplification, But Bob's stern eye is on us. Frankly, we do have
immense faith in the Christian opportunity and contribution of Yenching,
and we are eager to return to campus next summer. For the future, the
development of the faculty will be critical. There is no guarantee
against apostacy. Our best contribution is our faith and our prayers.
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