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HOW MODERN PHILOSOPHY UNDERGIRDS THE CHRISTIAN FAITH

By Roderick Scott, M. A,
Professor of Philosophy,
Fukien Christian University.’

“THE most important single spiritual task before the religious world to-day
is the discovery of the use of the presentday intellectual conquests of thought
for the enrichment and expansion of our Christian faith,” Rufus M. Jones.
Christianity and Secular Civilization. Jerusalem Missionary Conference, 1928.

“A CHURCH with foresight and farsight will use the best thought of its age
to interpret its message.” Maude Royden, quoted in Chinese Recorder,
November. 1928.

“TO naturalize religion in the new world, to build the spiritual life without
falsifyirg reality”—H. A. Youtz. ‘To build a bridge between religion and
modern thinking"’—¥H. N. Wieman, ‘‘Religion should come to an understand-
ing with the intellectual life of the times in which it lives”—E. S, Brightman.
“Christianity needs to receive with a shout the new weapons science has forged
for it.”"—The Christian Century,

IT WAS under the inspiration of and to answer the challenge implied in
such statements as these that this essay had its inception,

The department of philosophy needs no vindication in the curriculum of the
Christian college, since its primary concern is to teach students to think. But the
study of philosophy may do more for the Christian program than that, It may
show how “the presentday intellectual conquests of thought enrich and expand
the Christian faith.”

What some of these conquests are and how they undergird and enrich that
faith it is my purpose to show; in outline, only, however, and as suggesticns for
further inquiry and development; for detailed treatment belongs to courses in
philosophy and the philosophy of religion.

Liberal Christianity bas often been accused of being a good critic but a poor
builder, sicklied o’er with the pale cast of thought. And so, many religiously
minded_persons are suspicious of thought and fearful of intellectual doubt: “How
shall they sing the Lord’s songs in a strange land?”’ Finally the opponents of
Christianity point with joy to the supposed bodyblows inflicted on religion by
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modern science, Let the first two groups take heart and the last beware. The

future for reflective religion is full of ho?)e.

I realize that ‘modern thought’ or even ‘modern philosophy’ is a rash phrase.
But just because modern thought is modern, i.e., living, its full description is
unattainable. Classical thought is finished and describable. But as we live, thought
flows past us, forever unfinished. There is no need for us to attempt to enéompass
this current of thought in its entirety. The four or five ‘selections I shall make
seem to me, even if there were no others, quite adequate to the task I propose for

them, viz., the undergirding of religious faith in the modern age.

The ‘modern’ philosophy herein outlined will be familiar, it need hardly be
said, to students of philosophy. I am proposing a program of study, not
writing an original system. And students of the philosophy of religion and of
theology have long recognized the right of philosophy to inqﬁire into the religious
experience as well as the need of religion for philosophic formulation. But, alas,
these groups are small; for the rest of mankind, neither philosophy nor the philoso-
phy of religion are familiar or easy subjects and the notion that such an essay into
‘applied philosophy’ as this might be even more important than applied science
would find favor with few, even among philosophers, But how much both educa-
tion and religious education is another story (I, chap.x. For reference of Roman

numerals, see Bibliography at end).

That religion is more than thought or analysis or formulation, even that

religion isn’t formulation at all, isn’t theology or philosophy, philosophy will be the
first to admit (See below, Sect. V) Scientific experience isn't science either.* Nor
do we suppose that men are convinced of religious faith by means of argument.
Nevertheless thought is a partof life and without formulation religious experience
{like scientific experience) could not be communicated, fixed, described, understood,
even believed in, Philosophy cannot force conviction, but it can make faith easier.
This is a point that should be clearly understood, but its treatment does not belong
directly to the subject of this essay.

T *Wieman (XI) speaks of ‘scientific experience’ as distinct from scientific thought. The
experience is the moment of discovery, the moment when a realization of the truth of nature
bursts on the mind,
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The special conquests of modern thought that I have selected for the purpose
of this inquiry are:
' I. EXPERIENCE
II. THE NEW NATURALISM
EMERGENT EVOLUTION
IV. PRAGMATIC IDEALISM
V. “POLARITY”

1
EXPERIENCE

Experience as a philosophic concept appears in two such diverse quarters as

£

Idealism and Pragmatism.

For Idealism Experience is the clearing-house of all meaning (III). “To treat
objects as ideas is to give them an entirely fresh context or ‘world’. In the
context of experience, are compared our worlds, real and unreal, and within the
real, physical and spiritual worlds., Some worlds {of Morals, Art, Economics,
Politics, Religion) exist only in the medium of mind.” {p. 74)

James's and Dewey’'s* handling of the term experiencé, in behalf of Prama-
tism, is not so very different, though their interests are more epistemological than
metaphysical: toarrive at a synthesis of the ‘sterile dualism of subject and object.
Allis experience and the division now takes the form of analyses of experience.
One such is that of experience as doing and experience as undergoing and suffering.
the first leading to an interest in means, in instruments, in useful arts; the second
to consequences, meaning, and the fine arts, i.e. instrumentall and consummatory
experience, Another analysis discloses experience as both cognitive and non-
cognitive. The latter concept is made use of by the author of Religious Experience
and Scientific Method (II) to show how worship remakes the habits (Chap. xii).

Reference has been made to instrumental experience. That this is the chief
function of the intellect is the contention of the I'nstrumengalists, a branch of

sragmatism. Without stopping to argue the point, it can be conceded that part

*James, “Nssays in Radical Empiricism.’’ Dewey, “Experience and Nature'’ The
analyses mentioned were developed by Prof. Dewey in his course in Columbia University, -
Philosophy 181, in 1022,
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of the mind, at any rate, is a tool-maker, and that concepts are the real instruments
for the control of nature. Such a tool-of-all-work has this word emperiénce become.
Experience supplies both the source and the norm for all our study. . ‘
(1) As source. We begin always with experience a new phase of scientific
method. Formerly we tested by the experiment, i.e, the controlled experience, now
we begin with experience; experience supplies the data. )

(a) It supplies it for psychology and we have a new kind of empiricism; the
old kind identified experience with sensation, but for the moderns experience is
none the less a starting point.

(b) It supplies it for anthropology. Research must be on thé spot. There
is no place for parlor anthropologists who have never seen a savage!

(c) It supplies it for religion, What happens in religious experience? That's
the place to begin the study of religion, whether psychologically, as in James'’s
Varieties of Religious Experience, the pioneer in this field; or philosophically, as in
Hocking’s “Meaning of God in Human Experience” (IV).

(2) But experience is also norm or center of reference. What doesn’t happen
in experience, what can’t be referred to experience, is not subject for study.
Conversely if something- does happen in éxperience, it must be accounted for,
“Our world of values, loyalty, friendship, appreciation, doesnot just happen; it
must be explained” (V). A philosophy which left one portion of human ex-
perience suspended without attachment to the world of truth is gravcly open to
suspicion; and its (Positivism's) failure to make the religious emotion speculatively
intelligent betrays a speculative weakness,”'*

Now we understand the perennial appeal of the Bible; it describes authentic
religious experience; we know what inspiration is; a book is inspired when it inspires

us, when it checks with experience, when it catches us ‘where we live.’ By

isolating religious experience and examining it, we are able to develop a technique

for its practice and enjoyment (II}. Of course people have always had re]igious‘

experience; but only recently has it become an object of philosophic study, i.e. of

more than psychologic study. The psychology of religion describes what happens;

*Brightman (II) p, 141 here quotes Mr, S, Alexander, the author of Space, Time and
Deity. An English realist.
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the philosophy of religion places what happens within the total scheme of knowledge,
and may say why it happens, i.e. interpret the signiticance of the happenings.

A natural criticism of this use of experience as ‘be-all and end-all’ is that ex-
perience is subjective and individual, whereas science or knowledge seeks the
universal, But (a) we are dealing with experience in its universal or human
aspects. In fact for Dewey, there isno subject at all. And (b) Experience or
experiment are for philosophy not final tests. Their findings must be subjected
to Reason, i.e. to the coherence test (I, page 21), though the phrase ‘learn by
experience’ implies a comprehensive testing that is almost the same as the
coherent test.

In still a third way does this preoccupation with experience support religion.
It lays once for all the ghost of the charge of “anthropomorphism.” What s the
universe like? Is it like matter? Then you have hylomorphism (Greek, hulos,
matter). Is it like a machine? Then mechanomorphism. Mind? Anthropomorph-
ism. We not know what matter is, and machines are all products of mind.
Mechanomorphism is thus a double anthrophism. (VI) If we are to fmow anything
at all, can mind be avoided? Every act of mind (Knowledge)} is unescapably

tainted with mind.
II
THE NEW NATURALISM

«Let us cry, ‘All good things are ours
Nor soul helps flesh more now
Than flesh helps soul.’ *’— Browning

The synoptic, coherent character of the experience test—if it happens it must
be accounted for—has driven us to what I venture to call the New Naturalism,

. "We face Nature with this challenge: What are you to produce such fruit as man?

or from Emerson: “We grant that human life is mean; but how did we find out
it was mean? (V. page 187). Again: ‘“Man is the only animal that knows it is
an animal,’”*

Naturalism is the doctrine that the way all things are is the way nature is:
The crucial question thenis: What is nature? Once nature was identified with

3See Warner Fite. Moral Philosophy. (quoted from memory)
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nature as known by physics -and chemistry. This is the older naturalism, also

called metaphysical materialism. A century later, biology having been given
admission  to ‘scientific’ circles, we have a newer naturalism, which includes biolo-
gical phenomena in Nature, though leaning heavily on the non-evolutionary,
cause-effect mechanism or determinism of the older naturalism.*

But neither of these naturalisms goes deep enough into the ‘nature of things’.
The nature of things ¢s—well, it is the nature of things, i.e. naturalism is now
realistic, It is also pluralistic: ‘Matter and energy are real, but so are organiza-
tion and life and mind and value and logical and rational principles. The world
of the physical sciences is the true but not the whole world.” (VII, page 242, 252
There are the facts of the external world; just facts as we call them. **And there
are the facts of value and valuation. They both are; however related, they both
are. The New Nature has place for both, for science, the description of facts and
for religion, the evaluation of facts, Man is so to speak, both child of Nature and
son of God. - Philosophy rests its case always on a coherence test; anything less
inclusive than this New Naturalism Philosophy cannot abide. Science might be
content with less; but that makes clear where science stops, and where philosophy

goes on! _

431
EMERGENT EVOLUTION

But the New Naturalism has its origin in a system of thought more inspiring
than a coherence test. This is the use of the term by Lloyd Morgan in his book,
“Emergent Ewvolution” (VIII). “My doctrine,” he says, ‘‘is monistic and natural-
istic.”

Briefly the history of Emergent Evolution is somewhat as follows: Morgan
says in his preface that the notion had been in his mind for fifty years, since he
fizst began to study biology under Huxley. He began publishing articles in 1895;
his final position occurs in the book referred to, which constituted the Gifford

lectures for 1925. Other thinkers in the same line are: Sellars, in his Evolutionary

*cf. “Heredity, environment, education yield only an expectation of the normal, not an
assurance of the inevitable.” E. A. Singer, Modern Thinkers and Presentday Problems, page 8g,
*%0f, L. P. Jacks, “Is there a Foolproof Science,” Atlantic Monthly, 19252
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Naturalism (old style); more recently S. Alexander, in Space, Time and Deity;
also Hobhouse in. Development and Purpose. Back of Emergent Evolution is
Creative Evolution. Bergson set himself to prove that Spencer’s mechanistic
evolution of the 1yth century wasn’t evolution at all, was in fact a contradiction
in terms; for if you're going to have evolution it must make something new, must
create, Morgan does not oppose Bergson but proposes a clearer idea of the process
than the French philosopher’s. Creative evolution proceeds, so the theory states,
by successive emergenis.* The hypothesis has proved a highly stimulating one and
has been seized on by a scofe of thinkers. ‘Morgan’s and Alexander’s nisus (striv-
ing) toward ever higher creative syntheses, is Smuts’ Holism, Hobhouses’s co-
operation, Whitehead’s principle of concretion, Pupin’s creative coordination,
Hocking's Whole Idea.” (11, page 53)

To put the matter, very crudely, I fear, what we have in cosmic evolution is
a process of more and more complex organizations, a process called integration, the
making of ‘wholes’. The advance is not by adding something new but by the
arrival or emergence or creation of a new organization of existing elements of such
a type as to display new qualities. The new thing is the new quality, and Bergson's
demand for novelty is satisfied; the old units are still at the service of, nay at the
command of, the new; here is that continuity on which Spencer’s philosophy rested.,
This last points needs some emphasiss The Emergent commands. The new
redirects the old; biology has both chemistry and physics at its call; ethics redirects
the instincts, It may even be at war with the old in the creative process of adjust-
ment. So Huxley in the famous passage, “Man as ethical being must fight the
cosmic process,” he thought. Man is not quite ‘at home’ in nature. Thereisa
tension between the levels, there is a place for creative strife (VI). The latest

name used now by many who may not associate it any longer with Morgan is

" organicism.

' At first we have the electron, itself a system, not a mere unit. Perhaps there
are no units any more, except the counting units of mathematics. Electrons
combine and interact on the new atomic level;, molecules are a new combining and

interacting of atoms; they display molecularity; they are no longer ‘mere’ atoms.

* have avoided Morgan’s new and highly technical terminology.
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The word 'meré’ is thus banished. Because a thought may have a nervous cor-
relate, it is no mere mervous act. And a cup of cold water given in Christ’s name
is never again a mere cup of cold water, “Emergents are what they do, not what
they come from” (V, page 123). So Hobhouse: An emergent is not limited by
the conditions of its genesis, The genetic method or test has no place in evolu-
_tionary philosophy.

To continue: from molecules at a stage of their progressive integration
emerges a new quality, vitality or life; from cells in turn, a new quality, mentality
or mind; from mind, spirituality, personality and society. It should be noted that
a person is here conceived of as an organization not an organism; organism is the
‘term for the vital not the mental organization; similarly we should no longer _speak
of society as an organism.*

1f it is fair to speak of Religion having in the last years domesticated evolu-
tion, we now have Emergent Evolution domesticating religion, especially spiritual
religion, or Christianity.

i. Emergent Evolution establishes the place of Spirit,

i Emergent Evolution emphasizes the fundamental characteristic of religion,
value or quality. ,

iii. Emergent Evolution vindicates the rights of personality,

i. Emergent Evolution establishes the place and relations of Spirit,

a. Spirituality is an emergent quality dependent on finer organizations of
mind. To the higher values when organized ina dynamic harmony we give the
name spiritual: and this is a correct use. Not every person has spirituality; for
some it has not emerged; when we have it, we are on our way to heaven; when we
don't... )

b. When it emerges it rules. For as we have seen, the emergent commands,
We can now understand the Spirit’s demands for complete surrender (strait is th-
gate; have none other gods but me). This has a metaphysical as well as a Ps:ho-

logical basis. Forgiveness as remaker of the personality, as worked out by Wiemas

(I), illustrates this point well. Love remakes the elements of personé]ity. so as to

*As to how emergents emerge, the hypothesis is silent. “Iam agnostic here,’ says
Morgan, “I can only take this with natural piety.”” Shall Science ever know the final how?
But when self-consciousness has emreged it can guide its own emergents; heaven can be won!

PHILOSOPHY 9

-destroy the causal agency of evil, i.e, the bad habits of the past, and makes a new
-self emerge which takes command with a new set of habits. The so-called pragma-
tic defeat of evil carries out the same method.

c. Jesus takes his place in the evolutionary scheme as an emergent; his new
qualities are those of a finely, or a perfectly balanced personality.

d. Miracles are emergents, They were in Jesus' case acts of a perfect
organization, When men perform miracles now, of conversion, of healing, or
science, these are emergents. “When we learn a new law, we can do a new thing."”*

ii, Emergent Evolution emphasizes as its main thesis that upon which Reli-

gion has always stood: quality. Think again of that cup of cold water; and of the

gift of the mite, and of the woman who washed the Master’s feet. ‘‘The quality

.of your deed will last forever,” Jesus said to her. In this interest in quality,

Re]igion has seemed always at variance with science whose interest is -quantity
(the metrical).* Well then science will have to change its ideas or its position,
probably the latter. For in Emergent Evolution what distinguishes levels is qua-
lity. Whitehead has gone so far on this line as to say that for science even quality
is more fundamental than quantity.** Of course quality is not value, but value,
religion’s interest, continues the succession. In the last analysis truth is a value
and a quality. And value-theory, the new science of Axiology, has become the
latest battle-ground of thought ***

Note in passing as further service of spiritual religion that in emphasizing
value with its inevitable hierarchy**#* we have got rid of tendencies to pantheism

or any flat monism; the theory of levels prevents that.

iii. Emergent evolution vindicates personality and freedom against the attacks

of some forms of psychology against a Self. The Self is an organization; frecdom
is the whole self in action; it is an emergent, though we grant that it rarely hap-
pens. Man does not have much ‘freedom’, though probably all he can stand. (VII,

a

chap. on Freedom).

*H, E. Fosdick, ‘‘The Modern Use of the Bible,”
**[ddington, article in Science, Religion & Reality.
**#1 quote this from memory.
*x%¥ Ayt Value Theory, by Urban, in Philosophy To-day, ed. by E. L. Schaub
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IV
PRAGMATIC IDEALISM

Idealism is #he philosophy of religion; yet in America at least it would be more
natural to say that Pragmatism was. A student of mine after reading James’s
Pragmatism, said it was old stuff to him; that was his religion. Now Idealism and
Hegel were attacked by James; and Idealisin and Plato are attacked by Dewey
(IX) and by. the Realists. But if Idealism goes out so does religion, at least
Christianity, unless we should suppose, which I canndt, that Humanism is a proper
form of Christianity.

It is my contention that both attacks are upon men of straw, James opposed
his vivid, open world, where contingency was real to Hegel’s “Block universe”
where nothing can happen. Yet Hegel did a great deal to advance the cause
of évolution;'perhaps he did not mean a block world. Science: where does science
stand?. It’s on the side of Idealism, Not just anything can happen; only certain
things can happen; pure pragmatism, which is the true oppositive of . Idealism
not realism, Idealism is realistic (so Platonism, see below). Realism is only oppos-
ed to Idealism on the epistemological side, which is lﬁrge]y abandoned by Idealism
to-day., Modern idealism is interested like Plato in the metaphysical question:
the world is not merely describable, it is interpretable (VII), In fact philosophy
comes pretty close to being Idealism. As for Dewey (IX), his correction of
Plato’s onesidedness with its other-worldly and fixed Idea-patterns is sound, but
careful students of his insistence that philosophy become applied philosophy only
and serve the interests of 5ociety are met always with this, that though he seems.
to’be on his way, he doesn’t know where he is going. In the name of democracy
he has abandoned God and his goal (I, page 145). This is the usual criticism
of pragmatism, of course. 1In short here is a method and an emphasis not a pro-
gram. An unbiased observer of the tangle would remark that mankind wanted
both an open and closed world, both adventure and character, both discovery
and law; mankind is a funny kind of thing that wants two contradictory things
(Sect. V). The double want, satisfied and recognized, is what Adams’s Pragmatic
Idealism has to offer (X). With it we are back on the pluralistic basis of our
New Naturalism; in fact we are developing that very thesis..

PHILOSOPHY 1T

“There Js room, in the total economy of life’s interests for the attitude and
mbtive of ‘bossession and participation in the significant structures of the real,
as well as for the adaptive behavior, the response to a stimulus, the struggle and
remaking of pragmatism, for knowledge as well as for desire. There are in short
both pragmatic and non-pragmatic interests. The Platonic insight expresses a sense
of givenness, of living and knowing in a world not empty of all but our striving
and activity. There is a solidarity between mind and reality.” (X, page 166).

“By reality, idealist and realist alike mean that which first is and after-
ward is in accord with our purposes. In the order of our existence we are first
passive and then active.” (IV, page 161)

This is very obviously the first procedure of science, to discover and accept,
however harsh the truth; and though our views of, say, the curvature of space
change, no one supposes that space was once flat and is now curved.

There are two ways of showing the significance of the problem:

i. The metaphysical problem of the reality of value.

ii, 'The moral problem of activity in a perfect world,

i. ‘“He who says that value is a postulate and not a fact, an aspiration,
a purpose, not a matter of experience, is bound to account to us for the source
of these ideals and purposes. Ideals do not come out of the void....It is on
the spur of experience that our wills adopt their aims and their deepest mean-
ings, What is present in ideal is first present in independent reality” {IV, p. 161)
Most people would grant this point for truth, or Reason. Idealism makes the

same demand for moral rationality or morality (I, chap. ii). The nature of things

is moral. We do not know all the content of the good; but neither do we yet

know the content of the true,

An interesting vindication of this beliet has arisen of late from an unexpected
sairce, the science of biology. Briefly the argument is: Self-protection, struggle
for existence, survi§31 are fundamental; life is insurgent, everywhere is manifest;
the will-to-live. Well, why? The only answer can be that life is good. Biology
rests on ethics, just as all science rests on logic. These are structures of the
world.* (VII)

*Seo art, by Urban in Philosophy Today, above referred to.
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ii, Pragmatism was a protest against the failure of Idealism to provx“de' the
‘moral man with a job. Pragmatism is on the side of Practical Reason (Kant)
and of the practical life. The world <s open, but how far open?

A bit of observation, a little study of experience as she s might have given
‘the pragmatists a little pause here, if they had thought to make it.

Where. does the greatest amount of world-changing,take place, among idea-
listic or non-idealistic peoples? Idealists in their service and sacrifice te make the
“world-desirable’ may be denying their creed, but the evidence of history is that
the idealist and not the realist works at the job. In fact idealism seems to mean
to make better; and idealists are called foolish idealists by ‘realists’ whe say the
world can’t be changed! A paradox is here:

“All’s law, yet all’s love’’—Browning.
And until we can domesticate this paradox, we shall not be content. That
is what Pragmatic Idealism does. Let us continue with our problem.

~ We speak usually of ideals as of what ought to exist. “An ideal,”’ my psy-
chology colleague informs me, “is an habitual emotionalized concept of an improved
-future,’”’—a correct psychological definition, but the ought, is personal not objective.
The ideals, the structures, exist; and we ought to act on them. Pragmatism makes
.or remakes the concrete individual. Ideals are not dreams; they are discoveries.
The idealist is a man with in-sight. Metaphysically speaking we are not making
-the ideal real, we are making the real particular. The analogy and parallelism of
rationality should help us. A rational world does not paralyze thinking, nor does
a good world paralyze moral effort, “Participation in structures which he does

not create,”” to use Adams’s language “far from lessening his capacity for moral
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Goodness and reason are structures like the skeleton of a building, which may
be buiit for a thousand selected purposes. “QOur study tends to confirm the asser-
tion of ideal laws and structures which judge the desires of the natural man,” (I,
page 70). If you want to be reasonable, you must conform to the laws of logic; to
be moral, to the laws of goodness ; to be beautiful, to the laws of beauty; to be
ho_ly, to the structures of holiness (X1I).

This does not mean that we know yet these laws of logic or goodness or beauty
or holiness, though we have made some discoveries that will stand. Perhaps what

we know least about is logic, which introduces my last topic.

v
POLARITY. ALTERNATION

Amidst the current attacks on religion, little notice is paid to logic, which it
may be said, is in a worse way, Bacon had successfully attacked Aristotelian deduc-
tion, as shown so brilliantly in The Reconstruction of Philosophy (IX, chap. ii); in
fact Bacon and Dewey have much in common. But Bacon’s “logic of discovery,”
induction, has lost much of its force from the more modern realization that a “law
4s a statement of a fixed relation between phenomena,” that “laws are just statis-
tics.”* The truth is a new science of philosophic logic is called for.

A feature of the new logic will be its clear handling of the paradoxes and
dichotomies of experience ** )
Once again we start with scientific observation of experience. ‘An inevitable

dualism bisects nature, so that each thing is a half, and suggests another thing to
make it a whole”’—Lmerson, (XII, page 2), The reference is to Chas. W. Gilkey’s

.achievement and mastery steadies and enhances it.”’ (X, page 241). In the language e "o+ «Presentday Dilemmas in Religion,” in which the soluticn by Aliernation (see

P
=

-of religion, when a man begins to believe in the God of Jesus, a God of truth ap.é/ -
goodness, he begins to feel good for something, as Bishop McDowell used to remind

- below) is developed through a series of dilemmas or paradoxes or contradictions of

experience, This is a fastinating subject for research and application, but it can

us. : ‘A e but briefly be dealt with here. It isas old as the Yin-yang ; it received treatmet

" How congenial our restored Idealism is to Christianity! God is love, Men at the hands of Aristotle in the Golden Mean and of Confucius in Tho Art of Life

.are brothers; they ought to act as they are, The pure in heart see God. The light ‘ (Chung Yung). Our comnon treatment of this feature of our experience is by a
is in the man; e-duco, educate, is to get it out. Here lies a moral law, love's

* See Eddington’s article in Science, Religion and Reality.

-realism, as stable and potent as, let us say, mathematical realism. ** See Henry Churchill King, Living, chap, ii,
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sort of division of labor ; we divide society into thinkers and actors, into conserva-
tives and radicals. But this is wrong. An expert handed in a bill for §50.00 for

repairing a farm engine, '

For ten minutesrepair . . . . . . . . § 0.25
For knowinghow . . . . . . . . . . 49.75 #$§50.00

And as for conservatives, how many radical scientists and politicians are
conservative in religion! We have neglected the rights of the whole man; this
duality is within the self. We shall not be satisfied, as I have indicated above,
until we can satisfy both demands within a single life. *I must be seeking and be
having, 1 must both move and repose,” says Von Hiigel (V). Because the two
sides are complementary or function circularly;* the term polarity seems to fit this
peculiar ‘illogical’ phase of experience and life, Alternation is Hocking’s (IV,
chap. xxviii) word ; we understand alternation or rhythm in the relation of work
and play; we see also in Hocking’s masterly handling of the idea the alternation
between not merely parts of life, which would give an endless and almost mono-
tonous rhythm, not much better than a sterile 'golden mean’ but also between the
part and the whole. The whole-experience is worship, the final act, the absolute
act, the act of re-creation and therefore of creation, : ,
How fruitful this concept is for religion and for the controversies of religion
must be immediately evident. Transcendence, immanence, grace, freewill, spirit
and mechanism, saving and losing life, service and prayer, the narrow gate and the
abundant life, self-denial anci self-worth, the worth of the individual, the law of
the ideal, the love of God and the ‘wrath’ of God (The Wholly Other; XI), Mary

and Martha, they all slip into place in the rational religious life now.

IN SHORT, in at least these phases of modern thought and philosophy, Chris-

tianity is thoroughly at home. Under their aegis, it need not fear the attacks of.

thought or knowledge (science). There should in future be an alliance between )

philosophy and Christianity for further conquest ; in turn we should see to it that
the kingdoms of thought should become the kingdoms of the Lord, even if we can-

not transform our political kingdoms,

* “Physical energy sublimates itself into zeal and zeal stimulates the body.” . White-
head, Religion in the Making, p. 186, Belief follows experience and is renewed by experience,
another example. : ‘

PHILOSOPHY 15

NOTE: A word of explanation is doubtless due for the free identification made in these
pages between Christianity and religion. Here is another topic for inquiry. *“Is it too much to
say that Christianity represents the main line of the religious development of the human spirit?"
The quotation is from an inaugural address of Prof. Clement C. J. Webb. A man can be religious
without being Christian, of course, but if he begins to study religion in company with moderst
philosophy ke is driven Christward. ‘‘This isn't Christianity,” said a student of mine, “this is
just psychology!” Of course Christians have always held that Christ 48 the center of life; it
remains now for a philosophy of Christianity to prove that He §s the center of #hought, Clearly
the department of philosophy in the Christian college in China or America has its work cut out
for it!

BIBLIOGRAPHY

References are made by means of Roman numerals.

The list is by no means exhaustive, and each teacher will have his preferences. And
even as I write more new books are being turned out for our use and inspiration. It is not always
easy even for the professor to keep up-to-datel
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