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Mr. B. A. Garside
Agssociated Boards for
Christian Colleges in China
150 Fifth Avenue

New York, N. Y.

My dear Mr. Garside:

Mrs. Peel has sent her reply to me for
the reason which she has stated in her letter
to you.

From the notes taken, which she also
enclosed, I think there is no doubt but that
the majority of our women wish to have Hwa Nan
College retain its membership in the Associated
Boards, and that its askings are $10,000. It
is my understanding as per our conversation on
Thursday, that the Committee on Finance has the
power to scale this amount down to a proportion
fair to the other colleges concerned. This
action, I think, you stated in the letter which
went to Mrs. Peel from our office.

I am very happy to put this information
into your hands by July lst.

Very sincerely,

QMWMR

Mrs. Franklin Reed




ﬂ’ef’fﬂ Lawng M

/?)/é%fzﬁf fﬁ@/ﬁ ggf,/ﬂw@f

s

o5

/ lahien copyping | et v
14 [y

J

Site




S naunh

. N
BN e ant
4 "

.
e AATED ﬁ -

- July 3, 1936

My dear Hys. Reed,

RN  fThébk:ynu for your letter of Jﬁﬂé 30th, and for your
kindneea in forwsrding so promptly the letter from Urs. Peel = -
~eoncorning Hwe Nan maiters. : . ,

. The declsions wet forth in Mrs. Peel's lotier are of

- veurss very gratifying. It soems to me that ihey outline a
course which should prove sdvantogsous both to Hwa Han and to
- the whols enterprisse of Chrvistien higherseducation in Chinma.

& truet that during the soming year we can make much more oon-
. rete progress than las as yet beenm possible.

o . "hile we regrot that the spesial sub~committos wesn't

- able %o include the Pull amount Hwa Nan apkod in this yser's list. ' -
of preferred Ltems, we -ure glad that it at lesst included somewhut -

~move than was at firet sugcsstad. Now the. important.- thing is Tor
all of us together to help secure this 36,000 for Hwe Nen.

R L We are-gﬁaﬁaiaiifer all the'aaaisfanﬁe'iaushéva §'§§u in
theso matters, and for tha teet and pationce with whieh you huye
carried these quostlons through to o solutfoms o
| | ‘ Vgry'aiuéeialy. )

Hrs-?mx&kﬂn ;Raeds ‘ B A GARSIDE
619 Carlton Road, - : S
Westfield, N. J.

BAG/G
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Qctober 14, 1936

Mrse Franklin b, Reed
~ Hotel Hoberts

Hy desr Mrs. Beeds

1 ‘should heve acknowledged bafore. this your
letter of Reptember 19th in which you ask whether there:
38 any matter concerning the relationship of the Hwa Nan
Trustees o the Asscelated Bouards for Ghristisn Colleges
in Ghins which might reguire special attention at the
meeting in Feiuncle. I hoped that I would see you bafore
you left for Muneie, and so neglected to reply earliers

1 do not know of anything in the Hwa Nen relaw
tionship to our Associated Bosrds which needs special ate
tention. - We are grateful to the Hwa Nen Trustees for paying
their pro rate share of the edninistrative and pmmotianal
budrets for 1935+36. The only direct appropriation asked
from.tie Hue Nen Trustees for 1936-37 4s §50 to assist with
bur’ v adninistrative budget. I suppose this was approved
at your meeting last spring and that no sction is necessary
nows, ' =

_ _ We sincerely hope thet during the coming year the
Hwa Nan Prustees will find it possible to cooperate in many
ways with th. promotionsl work we are trying to-do on behalf
of Hwa Nen and the other ten Colleges. We realisze that it is
éifficul‘b for the Hwa Nan Trustees to work in jJust the same
way as gome of our other Boards beceuse the members are scate
. tereéd go widely over the United States. This should, however,
have sone advantages, for it meams that you have representatives
fn every section of the country. Just how this work of pmma‘bim
ecan best be earried on is & guestion which I hope the Board will -
think through very cavefully. Xt is possible that Mrs, Hocmillan
will be able to get to Huncie, and if so, she can gire gome vale
usble assistence in discussing these matlerss

With 1l good wishes for the success of the mse‘hinga '
of the WeFulleBey I am :

o

Very sineerely yours,
B A GARSIDE
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Yenping, China, Dec. 29, 1938

Dear Mrs. Peels

An evacue! Christmas} Farly in December we wondered just how we could keep
Christmas R away from home on & borrowed campuse. We must meke the keeping of the
geason a holy time, a heppy time, a time of fellowship together as a Hwa Nan family,
e time in Van Dyke's word's "when you are thinking not of what to get out of life,
but of what to give to it." Would it be possible this year for every staff member,
for every student to say with Van Dyke, "I am willing to believe that Léwe is the
strongest fhing in the world - stronger than hate, stronger then evil, stronger
than death - and that the blessed life which began in Bethlehem ig the image of
the Eternsl Lovel® That is not easy to say when war rages in our land, when we

are away from home because of the threatened invasion, when meny of our fellow
citizens have been ruthlessly killed in warl '

May I share with you in this letter some of the things we did to make time holy?
Chapel the week before Christmas helped us to understand to enter into the fullness
of the meaiing of Christmas. Mrs. Bankhardt led us as we thought together of
Christmas in the home; Miss Schaefli led our thought as she told of Christmes in
Switzerlend; Carol Chen brought us down to China today in our keeping of the
season; on the last day Miss Wallace led us in our worship as we brought our white
gifts; to Ing Ang (our own Chinese missionary projeet); to the refugees; to the
poor looked after by our two churches (our home dhurch in Foochow and our adopted
church here in Yenping). We worshipped together again as a school, staff and
students, on Sunday morning at our Bible study period in a service planned and led
by our YWCA Bible study student chairman. Our pageant we gave twice, first for

our own group and Yenping guests, second, for our church congregation. Our hearts
were ctirred by the beautiful carols and the reverent portrayal of the matchless
story of the birth of our Savier. Will the young girl who took the part of iary
ever forget her experience? Will the freshmen angels ever forget their song of
joy? Will the students who were wise-men ever forget their song of praise? We
who watched and listened may forget, but those who took part will always have the
experience as cne of life's precious happenings. It rained hard Christmes evening,
to our great joy, for that meant that the pageant at the church would hot be the
exciting, noisy service that the morning Sabbath school program had been, but a
quiet reverent service to which came only those who came to worship. Teaching
people to worship is ome. of our greatest tasks as we bring our messagef. To make
our Chinese folk vnderstend that Christmas, our greatest Christian festival, is not
an eXditing time, but a holy time is one of the ghings we mtrive for each year.

Did we have a happy time? I wigh you had seen us round our gfee in our chapel

on Christmes Fve - all sitbting on the floor, all except our guests, I wish you
might have heard our merry carolsl Might have seen our jolly Santal Might have
seen our simple giftsl No gift must cost more tham ten ents {that is two cents
in home currency)s The senior college and the first year high gifts were the
most ingenious. The college girls had decorated egg shells making them into at-
tractive lanterns for us. The middle school girls had made tiny red candles
(which I at first thought were fire-crackers) for each ome of us. Clever ideas
and more clever fingersl I wish you might have seen our servants as they told
Christmas stories and played games round our fanily tree, seen thelr politeness
as they refused the food we urged upon thém. The first years I was here, the ser-
vants? parties troubled me a grest deal becaute the students treated the songs and
program numbers not quite seriously. In an old country like China, the sense of

class ig strong and learning is not e prerogative of servents. Their music is not
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harmonious, of course, for old women who have never sung, do meke horrible noises
instead of being able to sing melodiously. Now, the IWCAcommittee group of stu-
dents who work with the servants take their work as seriously as they take all

of their mass education tasks. This year, the servents' worship service was devoutb
and dignified, their play with Dr. Carol leading some of it was very hilarious. I
suppose the carolling at 4330 on Christmas morning was part of our Christmas funj;
it was for those of us who carolled. I know, for I was one of those who sang
Silent Night vunder the windows of the mission homes in Yenpinge There isno feeling
quite like the one of being wekened out of a sound sleep by beautiful young volces
on Christmas morn. On Monday morning staff and students played together. Five
faculty residences kept open house for five student groups, Games for 20 minutes in
each home; then a picnmic lunch out on one of the lawns. (We live in the tropics).
It was snappy enough and I was just hungry enough so that it seemed I never ate
better food in my life than the steaming hot

egg noodles
rice flour noodles
hard boiled eggs ‘
$angeorines Nor did I ever have sweeter
tangerinesé;”///ﬂﬂnor more fragrant
Jasmine tea.

What fellowship did we have together? I have written of our worshipping together,
of our playing topether. We also worked together and "gave" together. Our homes
and rooms have never hefore been so ettractive as they were this year. Would you
had seen the posters the students madel The tiny cedar tree mounted, telling of
our white gifts! The posters made with old Chriegtmes cards you had sent, the
cards mounted on red and silver backgrounds or green and silver, decorated with
beautiful Chinese characters. You would never have known your own eardsl The
Chinese woman's staff home was dressed up by the Home Decoration class of the
Home Economics departments: red and white crepe paper curtains, a tiny table tree,
a manger scene brought from home by Miss McBee for the staff, vines and pine about
the pictures, huge red Chinese candles over the fire place-all that mekes a home
look festive, '

What of the gifts? I have told you of the lanterns and the candles, The YWCA

had advised that we spend nothing on each other except for these tiny tree giftsg
that all our money go into the white gifts for others, We were to visit the hospi-
tals and the leprosarium bringing to those patients some of thdpheer of Chrigtmase
Would you like to know what my own mission gifts were to see how simple we kept
our giving? A sixty cent bsg (made by the blind school) for our senior missionary;
a sigty-five cent Chinese seal for the other two staff members; a home side
prophylactic tooth brush for the baby "mish", My one extravagance was my gift

of = home book to each of my Yenping hostesses. You might not call the gift of s
Methodist hymnel an extravagence, but it becomes so when exchange is even so low
as our WHMS makes it, 3.88 for $1.

A1l of those of you who are the heads of homes, who make the plans for the festiv-
jities of Christmas,kmow that there must have been much planning, much committee
work, in order to make Christmas for our 82 students, our 14 servents, and our

20 some staff pecple, so happy a time. Since our President was away this year,
plenning to go to the Madras conference, the orgenization of our work was left to
Br. Carol Chen and our two deans, Dean Hsu and Yean Dang. They worked with faculty
and students, planning every activity, plamming work and worship and play. There
is no fellowship quite like that of working and playing and worshipping together.
During this year of sorrow and of ccntinuous snxiety wondering what lies in store
for us in the immediate months ahead, we have had an unparalleled spirit of com-
radeship. Could I choese, I would be nowhere else on earth, but right here,
shouldering with this splendid steff and these fine students, the hardships and
triumphs that mekes up our little wmwxk world of learning together what life means

for us as Christion individnela end 2c@munrass,. ashaols Cordially and gratefully 2
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Later —-

There were two things about our Christmas this year that made it happier than
usuel. We had children at both cur schooel and cur mission celebration, Arthur

has a little boy; two of our students sre married. One is a widow, very

ambitious and =fficient; the other a women whose husband is studying in Americaj;
she wants to be his real partner when he returns, intelligently trained, ready to
help him shoulder his responsibilities when he gete back, Their children added
much to our joy. The other detsil was that there are so many here of Germsn ex-
traction, who keep Christmas as so many of you dear Milwaukee folks do. Christmas
cookies, Christmas wreaths, Chrigtmas candles, Chrigtmaes songs. We sang Tannenbaum
and Stllle Nacht and O Du Frohliche "auf Deutesch" around the tree. I had a tinge
of homesickness, as I always do at Christmas. It never seems quite right to have
no children. I will never forget my first Christmss in Shanghai two days after
we landed, when I was only one of our sailing party who remained there. I was at
the WFMS home there with never a chick or a child. I left the breakfast table

in tears and was not really happy until a high school girl came to spend the days;
she restored me to normal living.

I always love my Christmas teaching - am always especislly glad that I teach
English at this time of year. I did not know how I would get along without the
accumulated treasures of years - the poems and songs and pictures I have in

Foochow - but I borrowed 811 I could from my hostesses snd sent for three beautiful
books we have at scheoly Christmas Annuals, published by & Lutheran publishing com-
pany in Minneapolis. I used my borrowed pictures for every imaginable purpose -

for servents meetings, for classroom work, to give to girls, for them to make posters
with and for them in turn to give to others., How these cards and pictures are used}
Our Yenping friends got some greetings from some of thelr country folks which

these folks had re-made from their last year's greebings. I shall always be sorry
that Grandma never saw the thrift of these folks; they use and use things till

there is not a shred left. Please next year send me any lovely pictures you have,
not expensive ones, just bright magazines, All home magazines have such gorgeous
pictures; I get no picture magafnes except the Geographic, which I bind and cannot
cut to pieces. I do not mean Christmas pictures slene, but any pretures. You can
send them as printed matter, so the sending will not be expensive.

Probably for the first time in my life, I did not send greetings to you. I did not
plan well; there were no cards to be bought here in Yenping and I never thought of
Christmas when I left Foochow in October. Christmas did not come &8 early this
yeer as it does other years; last year I addressed all my cards in August in
Portland; most years I spend a whole day early in November with you home folks

when I address my greetings to you. Forgive me; I will do better next year, either
ag sn evacue' or back im my home in Foochow,

Did T have time in all of this for a thought of home; in Americen slang - "you bet
your life I did." AsIwent ealling on Christmas morning here, I thought of how
Father always takes me in hls car to greet many of you. How I wished for him}

How I wished for the children] Aunt Clara was here, much as she may be surprised
by this statement. Her package was delivered to me after our early mornhng service
on Christmas morning. I did mot go to the celebration of the Sunday school program
at the church, but stsyed home to open her package and to meke tiny packages for
the children and the staff here. American candy is alwaye a treat. Only a woman
cen know what fun it was to sort over her bright orgnge jelly beans and mix them
with chocolste buds and colored gum drops to tie up attractively in paper napkins

with bright red string te give to the dear friends here.
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What were the most precious gifts I had? A basket of oranges from my faculty
German class; some beautifully colored post cards of Switzerland from Trudy;
Aunt Clara's boxs and a pencil from a Chinese girl I helped to send off to
America. I still do mot have Fan's home letter, nor any word from Royal or
Milton, nor Winnie's fat letter with a note by each of her dear family. How

I love my Christmas mail, because folks take time to write their love and the
friends from all through the years do wite. My letters from Alma and from
Elsie Heiden have come; those are among the very oldest of my friemds. There
are letters from Oregon, from California, from Florida and from New Port.

How good 1life is when it is rich in friends and in blessed work. How good it has
been to visit with you these three deys while I have been writing the pages of
this long letter to youl My love hag found you out at this beautiful time; love
has triumphed over conditions of war and of havee, for I have for the time
being forgotten they existed.

Elsie Reik




Hwa Nan College,
Yenping, Fukien, China
May 21, 1939

Dear Mrs. Peel:

I think I have not written since last semester, but it is not because there has
been nothing to write nor because I live less systematically nor because I have
thought I should not be writinge Living as uncertainly as we do, spending so
much of our time trying to plan for our next move makes letters very difficult.
I do so few of the things that I really consider necessary like letters and like
reading. By the time I have taught my classes end kept my books and done my
committee work, bed time comes. It is wonderfully good to be here to be having
a share in the fellowship of these days. Fellowship of joy is precious, but
nothing quite eompares with the fellowshipaf sorrow and trouble shared with
otherse The hard things shared bind in a fellowship that is stronger than any
other that comes to use

We have been here in Yenping almost a year now; it has been a good year, filled
with regular work, uninterrupted by sirens until these last weeks. Now, since
our bombing of the 8th of May, the old uncertainty has retunmed. Shall we move on?
Can we work with sirens coming daily? The government is urging us to leave
Yeliping, because of its strategic importance; at a time like this, one ought to
do as one is tolds, But where to go? No place is safe from planes, Whi&his
more serioud: planes here or lack of food, water, health risks, bandit risks in
a small village? Our academic standard cannot be kept up in a village. We
foreigners probably would not move sgain for meny reasons: we would be more of

a liability than an asset because of our living, because of our attraction to
bendits; our Consul would not wish us to go. No apparatus could be moved, 80
Physics, Chemistry, end Music could not be adeguately taught. What is cne to do?

Foochow has been having very terrible punishment with planes daily for several
weeks; every day brings boatloads of fleeing people, business people, school
pedple, ordinary folks., The country places up here seem to absorb them all;
they stay ome night in Yenping; then scatter out =11 over the vicinity. They go
by boat up either branch of the river, they go by bus up either one of the roads,
or they walk. Friends of ours come through dally; the family here keeps & hos-
tel for foreign friends bound either for Shawu where F.C.U, is or for Yen Kau
where A, Co C. is. Other schools that have come through like Trinity have not
had enough of a foreign staff to move. Some folks must stay in Foochow for
emergencies there: to keep the property, to care for refugees, Periodically
for the time we have been here, there has been this masg movement up river; when-
ever the bombing has been particularly bed, another large migration takes place.

It has been a wonderful 1life to have Marion Cole come back and to have Margaret
Seeck here. Marion is right under her séhedule and is making continued progress
with her langnage study; she found a teacher in Foochow who is taking her right
along. Margaret has been disappointed for we are so very disorganized for her

type of work. At first, we were quarahifnzd. because of meningitie; mo girl could
go into the eity; now, me the bombing has prevented any sort of gathering in the
city. ©She is finding much to do; is working Pr. Downiel's Lhospital and is working
with the group of children upbn the hill. These latter are not the under—
privileged cnes she wishes to touch but they are a practice school for our students,.

Edith McBee's having to leave Forhow has been a great blow to us; she is blaming
herself very bitterly, but not being able to stand bombing is not a question of
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; ' character at ell; she was worn out with the strain of caring for Mary Shaw before
she went home, so went to pieces under the shock of +the plenes. We have been
troubled as to how to plan for her with Bishop Gowdy gone, but Roxy and I who
formed her family are uring her to find some place outside of China in which
to spend the rest of her term: Manils or Singapore or Malaya. Dr, Tucker says
she ought not to come back into China where &1l of ug have to live under con-
tinuous strain.

Up to now the bombing in Foochow has not been done on the island where our work

is concentrated, so we foreigners have been comparatively safe; many of our
Christisn constituency live on the island also. But here in Yenping the whole
city is built compactly along the river, very narrow and very long with the
misslons and schools up on the hilltops. Any bomb that hits the heart of the city
shakes the whole place and sends shrapnel over the whole place. We have built
caves for shelters co that we are comparatively safe. Machine-gunning accompanied
our bombing. Tdw government schools, the yamen, the barracks, and one of the
banks were hit the day the planes came, That 45 minutes was the longest I seemed
ever to live. We were all paralyzed., I felt just as I do in a typhoon-this big
physical brute foree against which puny man is helpIless. One csn attack spiritual
evil but one ig pewerless in the face of superior force of this type.

We wers greatly heartened by the Associated Boards money which came in February;
that will give us something to go on should an immediate emergency come to USe

We are also getting ouk govermment money periodically.- It is often late, but

it does come. Iyseems very remarksble to me that it does despite all the turmoil.
With all this additicnal money and all the additional reports that must be made,

I feel we just must have a trained treasurer; it is too much to ask of me, this
keeping accounts for such sums when I never kas# have had a bit of training except
whalt I have picked up on the fileld, We have a Chinese girl who is excellent,
whom we want to send home for studys I will tearry on till then, but hope it may
not be too long. I do want my last two terms to be able to do more with my teach-
ing and with personal work. I am not happy to be spending these endless hours
and days getting reports ready - time I want to spend with dudentse. Do help
President Wang when her plans mature for sending Ho Seuk Ing (or Helen Ho, her
English name) home for training.

Luey has had to be away much of the term; she has been in Hongkong for the meeting
 of Christian college presidents; and is now in the provincial capital for a two
weeks! conference. That has meant that much of their administrative work has hsd
to be carried by Deen Hsu. She is very efficient and very conseientious, but it
puts a very heavy lead on her., Carol Chen has sometimes done it, but ought not
to be asgked to do it continuously when she has her regular responsibilities 21s0.
Arthur Chen is a great addition to our staff. He is a Christien gentlemen, a
fine scholar, and an inspiration wherever he is. He has preached for ug a number
of times; he never misses chapel; he is giving dignity and worth to the department
whiéh he is initlating-the department which studies the needs of his own people
intelligently.

I could write on and on, but must now write your individual pages and not worry
"you further. I love to write letters and mind very much having so little time
for ite Our holidays hsve been so brief that I have not been able to spend even
my plaey time with letters. I hope this summer holiday will be a longer one so
that I mey make my peace with my home friends.

Elsie Relk.




EXCERPTS FROM LE TTERS FROM
HWA NAN STAFF MEMBERS

Yenping, China

1440

‘From Miss Blsie I. Reik

Things have been quiet with us here in Yenping, We had only 3 bombings
last ysar; one on May 8, another on July 12, the last on September 22. All of
them were very close to us and we were very grateful for our dugouts, I shall
never again, it seems to me, hear a motor without unconsciously shrinking. One
lives very much more through the ear at times when planes are a menace. We have a
siren about once in two wesks now, but have had no actial pldanes since February 16th.
That day was a difficult one for we were in the dugouts for over two hourss
first 3 planes dived and drcled very low over us, then went on farther into the
interior; then, 2 more came, sgain flying low and diving so that from our caves we
were sure bombs were coming; then, the first 3 returned and went down river. We
live under a strain vwhen we know a Japanese airplane carrier is lying at Amoy or
et the mouth of our river.

We are feeling the war very much in our price levels Rice, which used
to be bought for 11 and 14 measures for a dollar, now can be boughu for only 4"
for the same amount of money., All of us are rationed; there has been no day when
we here have had no rice, but our friends in Foochow = the servants and the staff
left there ~ have had days with nons. Meat, too, is impossible to get; there is
such a high tax on any animal killed +that none are killed., Our students and staff
are paying $7.50 as compared with $5 for their monthly board. They voted to eat
sof't rice or congee three times a day instead of having the much more filling and
more nourishing dry rice they are used to. We have had to have a new housekeeper
who personally looks after all the shopping and all the distributing of food
suppliess

School goas on normally daily. The government has given us recognition
in a number of ways; we are to train music teachers for the province; we are to
train middle school graduates to go out to all villages to teach hyglens, child
care, food values., The social service project is getting under way under the leader-
ship of Dr. Carol Chen and Miss Mae Ding of Home Economics. There seems to be no
immediate prospect. of getting back to our own plant; we are putting up emergency
buildings all over these two compounds. The middle school is far less crowded
than it was; a music practice hall is going ups Our library is an impossible place=-
it really is only a stack room. The president is in the same office with the dean
and three secretaries so can never have a private interview. When she has official
guests, soma one of us just gives up a classroom to them. The president also has
no private place in which to live; it troubles us a great deal that she must live
in a room with two other faculty members. This term we have been able Lo have
quiet faculty meetings for we have them in the Bankhardt home, but normally we have
them with students all about us, literally above, below , behind, before, and on
all sides of us.

our own cost of living has not yet risen a great deal; what we lack is
stationery and clothes and toilet articles. Living in the interior as we do, there
is no opportunity to buy anything. The Yenping missionaries have been very good
providers and have had & good store room for years. Now, that our time of need has
come, we are proflttlng by the good planning,
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President Wanp is touring the (hristian middle school stations with a
committee which is to make recommendations to the Commissioner and Board of HEduca-
tion of theprovince. The -government is putting a great deal of money and a great
deal  of planning into education during these war days. I have Just had a letter
from one of our graduates who is working in Great Central University thet had t6 move
from Nanking to Chungkiiy early in the war ; her letter telling of the moving was
an epice. The most interesting part of it was the story of moving the cattle from
the experimental farm. I suppose the chief test of a school is the character of
its graduates and not the numbers of its students or the anount of money in its
budget. Our Christian schools have been strong in producing character in the stu-
dents; we must continue to do that and we shall keep our place and make our own
contribution,

From Miss Bthel Wallace
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In addition to all the ordinary events of the term there were two un-
precedented happy occasions, Our President, Lucy Wang, and Dre Carol Chen madse
the discovery that in December 1889 Aunt Lydia* left her home to come to China.
They decided to try to get her to come up to Yenping where they might celebrate
this fiftieth anniversary. They showered her with messages by post and wire in-
viting her to come up for Christmas - and finally she consented, making the trip
with Beth Richey. On Tuesday, following the short Christmas vacation - another
holiday was declared for this celebration. A% 10:00 AJM. President Lucy Wang
conducted Aunt Lydia down a long avenue of students who lined the way from our
W.FeM.S, home %o the Yenping school chapel. Beautiful flowers, gay red candles,
and great red characters announcing the purpose of the gathering made everything
appear very festive. The program was delightfules Our President gave a spesch full
of reminiscences of the days when she was a student under Aunt Lydiats administra=-
tion. Miss Mamie Glassburner and Miss Esther Ling, Dean of the Yenching High
School were the other speakers. All three paid rare tribute to Aunt Lydia, each
in her own distinctive way.

*Miss Lydia Irimble, Founder and first President of Hwa Nan College, now making
her home in retirement with Dr. Ruby Sia.
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July 12 1941 from Elsie Reik; bn faculty of Hwa Nan College
The summer is not too easy, few girls have been able to. go homes. ‘All down river -
~ girls have been cut off from home funds so we have hed to prdv,ide work or charity .
for these, |
September 28,1941 - Eléie Rekk ~ “ow wonderful ‘it has been to be guiet this manth
¥e hed two bombings in August one of 3 one of 17 bombs and Bkrens deily., so that e
we spent hours at the oaves or in them. I read parts of two books at our cebes.
We are trying to do another bit of buitld'ihg; here and there. The middle school is
the most ocrowded. We do notvpave e day and night shift yet but i xeep thinking we
may. The biggest need on the middle school side is for .faoulty space. Irene Wel
lived all last year in a room with never é bit of sunshine. This year we have put
two teachers into that room. Food is so terriffe a problem also Who ocan one
continue to work when bne i_s so undernourished. This means. Chinese staff and studentse.
June 4 1942 Elgie Reik also June 28 ~ School is out and we did get thru the
term according to schedule in ppite of mnmor orisis on June 7Tth . Most of the
girls have gon‘[home, since none went last summer we are asking all to go. +this year.
We have had 8 bo!nbin%s in the 4 years and one time of ﬂerrl{fying low flying. That

is enough to last me forever- There are sirens and sirens ‘now-a -days but no

actual visitors. We had six graduatesf from collegavt from the,two year musie coursee

46 rfrom. Middle Sohool. Food problems are not too bad tho there are prob-l,ems-:.x‘ We hww
been using peanut butter since milk ie always such a. problem, now pesmuts are.gone

so we will eat what jem we have and then rejoice in dry breads:
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Memo to

Dr. Garside, Chins Colleges

Dr. Cartwright, Foreign Dept. Board of Missions

Miss Ransom, Personnel Secretary '
The following cable has just been received:
ACCIDENTAL FIRE DESTROYED PAYNE HALL
HWANANS CENTRAL BUILDING INFORM AMOUNT
INSURANCE NOTIFY PEEL.

GOWDY

Mrs. Moore has sent the telegram to Mrs.

~ Peel and requested more informatlon regarding

ops DA ool
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contents of bullding.
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Fwe. Wan College, Foochow
ey 30, 1989

Dear Friendss

I do not know how much space ig being devoted to Chine News these
days, as we are neaving the end of the second year of this devastablng,
undeclared war. ; I notice thet our Shanghal Evening Post, Mey 16, reports
o disocussion in the British Parliesment of "The wholesale massacre of
eivilian population in Chine", particulerly mentioning the recent slaughter
in Chungking and the casuslties resulting from the raids of April 25th
and 28%h in Foochow, It wes in April, when I came down to Foochow for
several important reasons thet it was decided the need for me in Foochow
was greeber than in Yenping. The situation had prown very bense, the
government was bringing pressure to get the civilian population moved
out of Foochow and once more bthe great question was whether the day of
occupation was imminent. That still lies in the future, pray God it
may Never COme., ‘

A friend, Mr. Munson of the National Commitbes of the Y MoCGobs whose
work takes him over premt sections of China, was here in April and his
prediction that Foochow would probebly now be subjeeted to “routine
bombing®, has been fulfilled. These last weeks have been Ma burden and
& sorrow? Lo our Foochow people, On April B4th I meds e trip to Sherp
Pesk to see Miss MoBee of our Hwa Nen Stafi off for Hongkong, She had
been temporarily loaned for other work in Foochow and had coms under
rather severe strain, so her physician ordered thet she go tv a hosplitel
in Hongkong for a rest.

Communications are so difficult now with the barrier near the mouth
of the river. The launch which btook ug down did not return till the nex®
day so I spent the night on the British steamer. The next morning April 25th,
plenes began to pass us on the way Ho Foochow. On our return trip we wite
nessed the severe bombing of the forts some digtance from the mouth of the
river. As we sew pillars of smoke rising with the fall of emch bomb, we
knew they were doing their best to demolish the forts. As we neared
Foochow, we saw that our Modern Paper Will had been hit. When we reached
the jetty at Foochow, @ British lady met us full of anxious councern for the
poor people just across the river who had been unmercifully bowbed in
hotels end adjmcent buildings. It wes supposed that some militery man had
spent the night there, but he was gone. I went over later and saw the ruins
of the hotels and big modern shops near the head of our long bridge. I
sew the building in which one of our best opticians carried on business,
o mass of ruins. Only four deys before the bombing I had taken my glasses
there to be mended.

Since then we have had days of successive warning sirens, bombing,
mpehine~gunning whieh are hard to bear when one hears about the horwible
aftermath. Qccagionally they seem to be aiming at milibtary objectives ox
Government offices, buf recently they have been trying to destroy various
industries. They have contimued thelr bombing of the paper mwill, and the
sew mills, more recently they atbtempbed to destroy several tes hongs. Somge-
times & large home is struck and on the river the helpless people in their
little sampans are machine=gunned. The closest it hes come to us personally
was yesterday when the third sistér of one of the Chinese menbers of our
Staff was on g launch returning %o e village where she is teaching in a




Government school. One bomb dropped near them, then this seawplane ceme

down on the water end circling this passenger launch, machine-gunned the
helpless passenpers. There were three or four unw-armed soldiers in the front
who had been to Foochow to make purchases, the rest were civilians, Sixteen
men, eleven women, and five children were killed. The third sister received
three wounds in her back and a slight one in her head. Nineteen cages were
brought to the Foochow Union Hospital where the surchQ1 steff worked through
" the night till seven o!clock this morning. Altogether thirty-two were ad-
mitted to hospitals, Out of a total passenger 11bb of probably from meventy
to eighty sixty-seven were killed or wounded,

The first week of May I made a hurried trip to Yenping to plan for my.
work and pack my things preparabory to moving down to Foochow, so I wes there
when Yeuping had its first tryilng experience on NMay 8th. From our Fwa Nexn hill
we look down on the ruinsg of the Government School just opposite, The planes
flew very low over our heeds and the reverberatiouns from the surrounding
hills of the machine=~gunning were so loud as to be very terrifying to some.
Emlly Wong Ding, wife of Dr. Jemes Ding, President of the Anpglo Chinese College,
was in a basement with some who were having their first experience of bombing,
and her quiet calm spirit wes = real tower of strengbth, Emily had just arrived
in Yenping with her youngest daughter and soa and in the midst of the frighbened
mothers and children, it was good to see how Emily's childven through their
many experiences in Foochow had caught their motherfs spirit of fearlessness.
The next morning Bmily was asked to po over to the Hospital to speak at their
chapel service and while there the siren sounded. They took refuge in e dug-
out where she found herself next Lo the wife of & government smployee., She
found that the women's husband wes e graduste of Eeone University end a
Christian, but the lady herself wes not. There, as evmrywhero, Emily immediate=
ly seized her opportunity to testify to the joy and power of the Living Presence,
and when ohey separated this ledy sald with real gratitude, "If it had not been
for this siren, we would not haeve had bhis opportunity®, In telling me gboutb
it afterwards, Emily's face shone with such =z light, s radiation from within,
which nothing can dim, and she said, "We do not need to be anxious aboub
opportunities to serve, if we are ounly ready, God opens the way befors us*.

A British gun=boat came into Sharp Peak recently. There they witnessed
the mgchine~gumning of & mother and child in one of the ssmpans, and were so
incensed that, we are told, they took the bodies over to the Japanesm gutie
boat and said, "You say you do not kill Chinese women and children®.

It 1s now June the llth and our port has been closed almost two weeks.
Qur Chinese admiral in order to guard ageinst the possibility of the Japanese
trawlers following other craft through the opening in the Barrier, stopped all
trafiic. We hope this is only temporary.

Qur President, Dr. Lucy Wang, who had the honor to be one of the two
delegates to the Peoplefs congress which has recently met in the Provincial
Capital Yungan had to endure the experience of bombing there, We are deeply
thankful she has reburned safely.

/s/ Ethel Wallace




Hwa Nan College
Foochow, China
February, 12th, 1941,

.‘v_“‘x\“‘\ ‘
You will have learned through the cable sent to our W.F.M.S. headquarters in
New York, of what seemed at first, nothing but black tragedy for Hwa Nan—the burning
of her largest building, Marian Payne Hall.

College had just opened for the spring term, so all of the members of the siaff
- with the exception of Beth Richey and our Chinese librarian, who are in charge of the
Foochow Campus, had returned to Yenping at the close of the Chinese New Year holiday.
Sunday, February the ninth, had been a day filled with a deep sadness for us in Yenping.
We had seen one of our old Hwa Nan girls and her husband, who is the secretary of
Religious Eduation of the Yenping Conference, stricken with grief over the death of their
beautiful daughter, a superior student, who would have entered Hwa Nan College this
autumn. Before midnight I was roused by a long distance call from Foochow, bringing
the news that Payne Hall had been burned to the ground, and that I was to come at once
to Foochow. At first I could not rally from this stunning blow—our first and most beauti-
ful hall, every part of which is freighted with the deepest associations of all these years,
“burned to the ground’’—the very thought of it seemed unbearable, but when I measured
this against the deep desolation of spirit I had witnessed as I saw the parents mourning
over the passing of their beloved daughter, the loss of a building, stately and beauntiful
though it may be, began to assume its propet proportions. With a heavy heart I made
preparations to leave by the first boat the next morning. Tt was a rainy day as we sailed’
down the river—so much easier to bear than the brilliant sunshine that sometimes lightsup
the mountains between which the swift river flows. I scarcely knew how to pray but I°
tried to bring it all to the Father, to hear His voice through the dense darkness. Passages -
from the Bible and a very old hymn'came to my mind. ‘

“My Father is rich in houses and lands,

He holdeth the wealth of the world in His hands,

Of rubies and diamonds, of silver and gold,

His coffers are full, He has riches untold,”’

So I knew, if it was His will for us to rebuild, He would open the way.

In deep contrition of spirit, T felt, too, that perhaps Hwa Nan needed some-
thing to cleanse her from dependence on material things, to rouse her anew to the realization
of the superiority of spiritual values over material, and to renew the call to sacrifical

service. How I shrank from the first sight of Payne Hall in ruins! But the experiences
of that night and of all the hours,sinoe, are unforgettable.

Our president, Dr. Lucy Wang, arrived in Foochow just the evening before
the fire to attend a meeting of the Executive Committee of our Hwa Nan Board of Directors.
I was told that while the sight of the building, consumed by fire, was at first a crushing
blow to her, she quickly recovered her serenity of mind. It happened that my aunt,
Miss Trimble, had called at Trimble Hall Sunday afternoon and had had tea ‘with
Beth Richey and Lucy Wang. Immediately gfter tea, Dr. Brewster took Lucy Wang in his
car to the Foochow Union Hospital in the city to visit our dean, Dr. Doris Hsu, who has been
there some weeks recovering from a serious operation. On the return trip as they crossed
. the Bridge, they saw the smoke rising from Hwa Nan, It was a terrible shock as Lucy
Wang entered the Hwa Nan gate and saw the building in flames. She speaks with the
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deepest gratitude of what it meant to be met by Bishop Gowdy, Miss Trimble, Mr. and
Mrs. Laey and others of our own mission as well asby friends of the Anglican Mission, Rev.
and Mrs. Williams, Miss Stubbs and others. Bishop Gowdy said, “Don’t worry, Lucy, we
shall build a greater Hwa Nan with better buildings more smted to your present needs.”’
Some of the Anglican friends expressed their words of comfort in similar words. “Sur ely
God will build Hwa Nan again.”” Miss Trimble was out on the campus also, and as she
went to meet Lucy she said, “My child, don’t worry, this building is not Hwa Nan, you,
the staff, the students and the Alumnae are Hwa Nan, they cannot be destroyed. This is
only brlck and mortar,”’

Many, many people have told me ‘how Miss Trimble sat on the campus for hours
while friends who removed treasures from the burning building placed them under her
care. Itisnotan easy thing to see that for which one has labored so hard in the early
pioneer days of the college, going up in smoke, and yet Miss Trimble says that never was
her heart so garrisoned by His peace as in those hours. Beth Richey, who felt the
responsibility so heavily in that hour of crisis, and who suffered so keenly from the
Straln bears glowing testimony to the consciousness of God’s supportmg power.

Unfortunately, the tragedy happened on Sunday afternoon when some of the
servants were away from the campus and help was very slow in coming. Itwas very soon
after tea that the old care-taker came over to tell Beth Richey that there was smoke in
Payne Hall. She located the smoke issuing from one of {he locked store-rooms on the top
floor. The cause will probably'always remain unknown. Mr. Wiant of our Construetion
Bureau suggests the possibility of spontaneous combustion.

With great presence of mind, Beth Richey very quickly did all she possibly
could. She remembered how to use the fire extinguishers and with the assistance of
one {riend began to shoot the liquid on the flames {ill it became evident that the fire was quite
beyond. their control. Eventually a great crowd gathered of all who had ever had any con-
nection with Hwa Nan. Cooks and tailors worked shoulder to shoulder with missionary
and business friends trying to move everything possivle from the lower floors of the:
burning building. The fireman arrived too late to save Payne Hall but were successful in
preventing the fire from spreading to the two other buildings, Cranston and Trimble Hall.
It is impossible now to give you any adequate story of the loyal heroic service of our
matren, Mrs. Diong, friends, and servants,

Some one who had seen the fire from the Y.M.C.A. building across the river
came and he was heard to say, “This doesn’t affect Hwa Nan only, this affects us all.”” And
so out of the darkness has arisen a bright morning star, a deeper consciousnesg of how
under God’s guidance this institution, founded on His Will, pledged to Christ’s ideals of
service has really built itself into the hearts of the whole community.

- On the morning after my arrival I called at the Construction Bureau to ask Mr.
Wiant to take charge of salvaging from the ruins. Quite undiscouraged he began to talk
of plans for rebuilding, and for further expansion of Hwa Nan. This hall, completed
in 1914, was built on sure foundations and its resistance to the fire so amazed one of the
business men that he asked, “Who erected this building?”’ It still stands in allits
beautiful outline with its outer walls only slightly darkened by smoke and its balconies with
their noble pillars standing erect; unscathed by the fire. During these days we have been
upheld by the prayers of many friends. We know that we and you, our loyal friends
across the waters, will be linked together in the fellowship of prayer as we seek to take

each forward step .in His Wll]
, With sincere greetings,

Z/ éo%e/ %ﬁ/ﬂw
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The following are quotations from a few of the letters of

sympathy sent by our dear English friends, who were on the campus
during the fire and remained as long as they could help in any way.

"There &re no words to express what I feel for you in the
sudden horror of losing part of your beloved college—at least its
beautiful outward aspect. It is a real, tremendous loss to the whole
Commuriity and as for those who 'belong' it is hearh-breaking.
is only to say how deeply I shall be remembering you, the teachers,
and the students who are the real 'Hwa Nan'. Miss Trimble was so
marvellously peaceful and controlled throughout those dreadful houﬁs

This

and dear Dr. Lucy Wang was amazing, too."

From another letter, "The sight of Hwa Nan in flames I shall
never forget. It was a stunning blow! I love that building I watch-
ed go up in flames, and twice in the night I got up from my bed and
saw it burning." Then this friend spoke of how the vision came to her
of the way in which the staff of Hwa Nan can turn this calamity into
a testimony, if wthey choose to let God give them the viectory over
this tremendous public and private loss. To China and to the world
which puts too much dependence on material things we may bear testi-
mony that "Christ can come in and make us serene, calm. untroubled
by the loss of all because 'we have God' ".

Another English friend, Miss C. J. Lambert, who like Miss
Trimble has been a pioneer and a leader in Christian educational
work in China for fifiy years, sent the following message to Miss
Trimble, "My heart goes out to you in this sad trial. That you
should see the work ycu so lovingly laboured for, so destroyed
before your eyes is indeed distressing but T know how patiently
you will bear this trial.

'Gone is the builder's temple
Crumbled into the dust,

Low lies each stately pillar
Food for consuming rust.

But the temple Lydia Trimble builded
Will last while the ages roll

For that beautiful unseen temple

Is each (Hwa Han) girl’s immortal soul,'"

May I add a word of personal testimony? It has come to me that
through this experience we in Hwa Nan can enter vicariously into the
great suffering in China, in England, and in the world, more really
than before. We hope that the amazing resistance which this well-
built, edifice made to the consuming flames may be but a symbol of
the resistance which we, as a staff, shall make under every fierce
trial, thus bearing testimony that our lives are founded upon the

. sure foundation of the Rock, Christ Jesus.
L. Ethel Wallace.




~_ The Y,W.C.i. seems to be starbting up work with a fine spivit.The
Rel gimus and Boelsl Service committees are j.dumbly working to make life -
abundent for our sepvant staff, Instead of o o Sunday evening service,they
aPe having one after dinner on uunaay,the uuﬁents helping to clean up
the dishes so that all servants may eoume,
This bern the bbudeﬁt Gov@rhmenm

Assoeiation deeided te¢ have a one-aet play contest-the four classe
p»ftiﬂlywtlﬁﬁ—@ﬂly one hour sllowed Yo eagh play.The ehange of ¢ een@ry
‘between eaeh numbey was mamaged with sueh lightning rdpldlty that 1t

was degeling .The £1uys were well ehosen,very good indeed,and there were
gome star acters.lhe Bophomorss won first prise,the Juniors se¢ond.
We
heor (Do from oup F@@@h@W‘iﬂternﬁeg intermittently Miss Litble's ¢ook
came o bring * nessage to me last weeh.uhe sent a note to the Jap, gener.-
ak asking thet the sbtealing dome by his soldiers be stoppedy™e wrote
her saying it would be and now when soldiers ecme,she shows them the note,”’

i anm in excellent health;have hed neo malaria now for a year.It took me
8 days in January to moke my deeision,8ince I ial§ thie Voice sald¥Sbay¥,
i1 obeyed and have had deep peuee of heart. Un the! moxning after the
othert Left, I wakeﬁed with the old hyun singing 1n; iy* heart ; "Sweet.. geace

the gift @f Godts love,® :

Bigned uﬂ@ikh.Waixaﬂﬁg
B {
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NoveEmBER 30,4472,

Novemnber 30,1942 from Ethel Wallaoa of Huwa Nan Faculty.
Luoy is baock rrom her long trip to West Chins simply overflowing with enthusiamm )
more oertain than ever that God hes in His plen a continuing plece for Hwa Nan.
8She has sﬁrred us with news of the splendid work which our alumnae are doing in
the great Wests =« The year is full of promise with e £Llarge en rollment =101 «
In the freshman olass there are 40 plus. Additional buildings hhve been erected
during the éummbr 80 we have greater facilities for our works Our hearte are deeply
thankful that we can oarry on without interruptione-- Gung Cu 1933 is heed of e
high sechool outside of Chungking and her comtribution there has been so greatly
appreciated thet when she needed a new school building ‘the magistrate gave a tea
‘g% which the guests subsoribed .C. § 500,000 for the sohcols Spbel L1 ig the
hosd of the W.S.CeSe is Cheng tu. It was most heaﬂ:ening to heve Fulkien peeple

return from Chungking saying thet when the question was put to them as to where th

they got so meny women lesders in Fukien, thete smswer was"wa “an College ".
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