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Name. Man-kuei Li
Address, kast Asiatic Collections

Low Library, Columbia University
New York,City.

Home Address.

1921-26. True Light Middle School, Centon, China

1926-30. Yenching University, Peiping, China: Majoring in Chinese.

1930-33+ Pooi To Middle School, Canton: Teaching Chinese.
craduste work in Chinese and in Eknglish.

Yenching University: Doing

1934-36. University of Michigan: As a Barbour Scholar. Got A. M. degree
in English. Won an award of $500.00 from the Hopwood Contest for

Drame and Essay---the play entitled The Grand Garden, and the
essays, Four Essays on Chinese Literary Criticism.

1936-37. Library of Congress, Washington D. C.: imployed as one of the
e 3 .
compilers of the Biographical Dictionary of Famous Chinese in

the Recent Thres Hundred Years.

1937-40. Columbia University: Specializine in playwriting and story
writing; working part-time in the Ifast Asiatic Collections in

the university; editing the Far Eastern Magazine published by
the Chinese Students fAssociation of America.

Norks: In Chinese.

Articles, short stories, and ons-act plays, rublished
in such magazines as Asia, Michigan Quarterly, the Far
Eastern lMagazine, and the China Recorder; also sevara
plays still in manuscript. T




6 March 1940

Memorandum to Miss Griest

Subject: Miss Li Man-kuei

Miss Li Man-kuei is a graduate of Yenching University who had
e period of study at the University of Michigan on a Barbour Scholarship
a few years agoe She had considerable success at Ann Arbor and received
a rather flattering award from the Hopwood Committee for work which was
both in fictional and in essay form. She had been led to think that she
was ready for independent authorship, and some of the encouragement had
come from Mrs. Buck. She left the University of Michigan against advice,
and has since then had a period in the Library of Congress in Washington,
and more recently at Columbie, both of these connections being in the
Chinese sections of the libraries. She now realizes that she needs to
continue in literary research and in supervised study if she is ever to
go far, end she is re-applying for appointment to & Barbour scholarship
at Michigan. She is quite ready to follow advice as to whether she should
devote herself to course work or research relating to an ultimate scholarly
goal or whether she should attempt to take a Ph.D. Miss Li wishes, on re-
turn to China, to devote herself to a combination of teaching and writing.
I have suggested that lMiss Griest, as one in touch with the teaching needs

on the field may be willing to give advice on this point.

ffj/w  __.




527 W. 124th 8t,.
A}’Jt. 25

New York City
April 21, 1940

Dear Mrse. Macmillan:

Thank you very much for your letter. I am transferring it

to Miss Chen immediately.

I received news from Michigen this morning. No scholarship
But I am glad that I am returning to China.

was of'ffered to me.
You you kindly

Has Ginling found the English instructor yet?
let me know about the position?

I was exceedingly sorry too that I was unable to be with
the New York brameh of the A. A. U. W. I'hnat day I fainted away

caused by & pain in my stomach, and pounded my head against the
Only I still get the black

floor. Lverything is all right now.
eye. Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

Mau-kuei Li




<08 South 7uesn Strect
Lerncaster, Ponnsylvania
April 29, 1940

Miss Mau-kuei Li
527 %est 1241th St,.
Apartment 25

New York, New York

My dear hkiss Li:

Mrse. ilecmillan forwarded to wme your recent note to her in which you told
her that you had not reczived a Barbour Scholearship for the coming year and
inquired if the Ginling English position wae still opene

Jostor Yu is esking us to sond out two tnglish instructors in tha sum-
mer of 194Je Sho has asked 70r Amsriocens. Ususlly when sho wishss Chinese
teechers from this country, sh: aska us to got in touoch with definite people,
but wheun wse heer of a Chinese zirl who is interasted, we send her word with
the information ebout the treining of tha girl and she then tells us whether
she wishad us to go ahead with this particular cendidate.

I have given this rather long explsnmation so that you will reelize, if
you should be intsrested in Fnglish at Ginling, thaet I shell hevs to have your
academic background and elso some knowledgs of your personal Listory. 1 shell
need to kmow where you were treinad in China, whers you heve studied here, how
much work in *nglish you have dons, boing definite as to years end to courses,
whet degrees you have, what professionsl axperience, if any, you have, end I
shall also neced to know something of your beckground in China. “If vou wish
to send me all of this, I shall bas glad to get it off to Dootor Wu by Clipper
maile If it catcohes th: next Clipper, that would meen that we might have an

answer within & month.

Ginling, as you know, is in exilo on the West China University ocampus.
The facilities there are limited, both as to library and as to living quarters.
It is a situation which challenges the best thet is in onees The English
teachers who are wnated are asked to be able first, to offer courses of the
equivalent of oollege work here for English majors, end, second,.- to offer
courses the equivalent of foreign lanruage oourses here for zirls whose
English, when they oome to oollegze, is deoidedly limiteds This latter is even
more Iimportant in West China then it was in Renking becsuse our new oconstitu-
onoy comes from schools where Fnglish is less stressed than it was in East
Chinae The same person does not find it satisfaotory to do both types of work
and yet both types are essential for members of the English Depertment at

Ginling.




April 25, 1940

It 1s important also that all tesachers be willing end, as far as they
are eble, in body to give themselves to the 1ife of the college both in the
extra ourricular setivities of the ususl type and in the much more important
national reconstruction activities which are a part of the present college
1ife. In other words, et this time a gemerous spirit intent on meintaining
moral is needed as well as able and acedemio training eand satisfactory teseh-

ing ability.
Sineoerely yours,

RWG:JB
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208 South Tueen Stroct
Lencaster, Pemnsylvania
June 17, 1940

Miss Man kuei L1
527 West 124th Street
New York, New York
Apartment 25

Ky doar Hiss Lis

1 reachsd rmy homa on Saturday alternoon end found w
of June 14 ana also a letter from !ire Evans taelling me ebout thz2 reservation for
you snd elso for ¥iss Yung on tho Coolidso on August 2. Within the last two
weeks w2 have hzard from Dootor Viu that the openine dete for iege has been
movad up to September Ge The originel dats was somawhat 1-ter, esbout JSeptember
16, I thinke The Coolidge ~ill errivs in Hongkéng on Aurust 73, I uncersiande
If the coller: errenges for you to {ly from Honrkong, as I t vou will have
to do, ]
long timece

S .4

this would pive you possibly a week or ten daeys in Hongkong, not a very

I sent your lette Miss Y by the 7Jlipper which zooes out todsye I,
of ocourse, do not kmow her answars will be to your suggsstions snd juoestionse
I might say that I do not think in our best college lanrusge departments hore
that 1t would b2 considaersd wise toc use any other lenguaze in the classroom then
the lanyuege being studiede This would be true 2ven in the edvanced courses in
literaturee 1 am wondering whather you fael e little timid sLout your freedom
in the use of ‘nglish or vhcther you have a conviction that thoss eleotive courses
should be tought in Chinesse Iify momory of our evering together would meke me
fosl that vou ars b:ing very "Kuechi®s Tour inglish is fluont =nd as far as I

remember it very corracte

You realize, or will rcalize,when vou reech Chengtu, that ec & refugse
college we have to live very simplye There has besn, until e few months ago,
only one dormitory for "oth faculty and studentse The students this last yeer
pushed out some of the feoulty and Ginling sovuired in the spring e new house in
which some foreign end Chinzese staff are living togethere

If there is an increase
in the enrollmsnt this fall, as is anticipated, it will meen still furthor adjuste
ment in living oonditions.

I am sure that the arrangemsnts made for you will be
as pleasant as it is possible to meke them and that ther: will be every rosasonable
opportunity for adjustment given after you et theres

I have not yet hed the plessurc of meetling Miss Yunge I am glad that
you know her and that you ocan travel togetheres The closed third class doesn't

R B S ) S AL Y e il et R p
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Miss Man Kuei L1 Jume 17, 1940

sound too comfortable and I trust the trip will not be too difficults

I am to be in New York on Wednesday, June 19, for a moeting at 150 Fifth
Averue at 33100 o'clocks If you are free, I could meet you at ths Ginling office
at 5:00 or et some other point that you might suggest at 65:30s I should be glad
for you to have supper with me., If this is not convenient for you, do nut feel
that you have to rearrange your schedule in order to meet this suggostions

Sinserely yours,

ot b i s s b St s 3







208 South Jusen Street
Lancester, I'2nnsylvenia
June 28, 194

122th Street
Noew York

A Clipper letter from Doctor ™u written on June 8 reachsd me
jesterdays 1In thet she says that th-ir hope is that you will be
responeibles in ths knglish Department for & rk awgng the majors in
ths department, emphasizing originsl writing, trunslation, and come
perative literature. The need, she says, for this is not only in
our department at Ginlinz, but also in the University of I nking.

You know thet both institutions are now on tho same campusg in
“hengtue 1In theory they cooperate in work for thoir ajors, jor-
mitting majors in either institution to elect coursecs in the
other institution which are nct riven in the ons in which the
dent is rogistered. At least, that is my undsretendinge. The
Ln-1ish Dapertment has worked out the most satisfactory coopsra=-
tion of any dapartment, especislly in the advenced classcse Miss
"u said that Miss Kirk, who is the chairmen of thc vaglish Deperte
m2nt, believes that each mimbar of the department should do some
work in Freshman tnglish. This would not be mora then one section
iiich would be, at a maximup, four hours a waake I do not mean

Ly CLhat summery of Miss “u's lettar that you will have to tsach
all of the advanced coursecs suzrested, but thay ere thinking in
rolation to you, alonz ths lines of orizinal writing, trensliation,
comparative litsraturs for 2lective courses, and ones saction of
“reshman Fnglishe The scheduls I am sure will not dbe hoevier then
is reasonablees The first ycar thet ons is working in e department
it is nlways somewhat harder becaus: on= hss to orgenize cne's
>ours28 end there should bs soms consideration, I think, given to

thise

et

I en hoping that you saw Miss Yung before she left for tho
“este I understend from Mre. Evans that he Ras not been successful
in reachinz her this week. I suppose that she has gone to the
summer 8chool of home economios et Oregon State Lollege, which I
think 1s at Corvallis. 1 am wondering if you two did confer about
tho roservations on the Coolidge and if the decisiom rewmsined with
both of you to stay together in the third classe

Sinocarely yours,
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208 South Quean Street
Lancastar, Pemnsylvania
July 6, 1940

Miss Mun=kuei Li
Apartmont 25

627 ¥est 124th Strest
New York, hew York

My deor “iss LA:

I know that you end “iss Yung and, in fact, ull of our incricwns too
who ere going to Ginling this summer are lesply troubled sbout the rresent

situetion in China. Wo hewve discusssd it quite thoroughly with two of the
decided to risk ite “mo of them

frypir ot O 4}
LLEUsET ¢, on the

Amerjcen cendidates, both nsw, end they hevz de
is seiling on the 13th of July and the otheor ie ss 11ing on
Coolidres I reselize that with your fardly involved in longkong that it AT |
it & very difficult situstion for yoz, snd I sm elso well awers of wheat might

heppen in “est Chine if the verious rosis wors shut by Jepencse demends om
France and on rnglsnde 1 think ths feeling hore is thet the destruction of
the French fleet has strengthened inglend®s position and that her #1llinzness
to eff'zot this destruction shows that she is determined to put up e stroug
fight to maintain her position. ™M the other hend, the invasion of aglend
scems almost inevitsble and its ebility to Eroteet itself very fe:blce But
et least bhe destruoti n of the French fleot meens wiat for tho wom:nt the
Ameriocan fleet oan stay in the Pacifio and this will defor Japan [{rom too

drastic action.

I Xmox it will be a torrible diseppointment to shengoa if ycu do not
g0y eid if you dascide thet you cannot Zo we must sably Docltor u at oncaoe
On the othor hard, it is your ountry end thsy ars putiing up a trouondous
firht in “cst Zhina not only egainst ths cnemy Japan but slso wo build
stron” country. It is one of the most hop:ful sad wore twilling places in
the world at the present time and Chine noods ovary one of her abls young
men end womon to help in this strugglae It is not, of ovurso, for m: to de=-
cide what you should or should not do, but I hops that you will ;ive Giis mete
ter of how to invest your lifs and how best o sorvo Jiina your most sarious
oonsideration. I found you so thoughtful that I know thel you willi think
ebout it from this point of viow.

In the meantime, shall we save the salling on the Cooliidge and let the
decision be made a little later? It ia cortainly probebly that the Cooridge

will be late and that Changtu will have to nake adjustuwents in relation to
the arrival of the new faculty.

With best wishés to you, I am,

Sincerely yours,
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Cf\.\\{ l 6\ “\P\,R Los wa .

027 We 124 Street
New York City
July 9, 1940

Dear Miss Griest:

I received your letter yesterday. In my last letter I did not mean
I was thinking of not going to China, but wondered whether we could get to
Hong Kong at all, and whether we could be in Chengtu on time for school.
It is not a Juestion of risking, but that of possibility. If by the time

we arrive at China, Hong Kong will have already been seized on in the midst
or go to Philippine

of war, we shall have to either return to the United States
wvhence we might find some way to fly to Chengtue But any way we shall be

far too late for school.

When Hong Kong is in the hand of Japan, the Americens might be able
to land here and fly to the interior without much trouble., But with the
Chinese, it will be a very different story, especially me, who have been
for three years editing the Far Eastern Magazine,

Even if nothing should hapren in Hong Kong we would scarcely get to
Chengtu on time. For the date of the sailing on the Coolidre for the next
trip has been chunged to August 10 (which is still not definite,) After
six years away from home I do wish I could have a little time with my

femily whom I do not know whether I shsll see again.

If in any case I shall have to be late to school. Why do I not try
to find a substitute for a semester? Why should we leave things indefinite

and let the students 8uffer from nursing their clems? So I still think it
is wise to write to Dr. Wu now and ask her to find somebody, if possible,

of course, to taks my place paying him my salary. In case I could get there
before the second semester starts, I would have some time to prepare my
work, and I might help some students in their theses snd other activities,

I agr:e with you thet we save the sailing on the Presiient Coolidge.
But I think it is better to prepare for th= worst sni make arrangements
early.

What is your opinion? If you think my suggestion advisable would you
write to Dre. Wu? Please make it ¢lear that I shall receive no salery for
the first semester even if I would arrive at Chengtu early. And I should
appreciate her letting me know when she succeeds in finding a substitute.

Yours sincerely,

Mnn—}qﬁi Li
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Miss Mrn-Kn 1 Li,
Apartm nt 35,

52T We 122 St.,
New York, Ne Yo

My dear Miss Lis

Your lsttsr this morning has reised & viry portin nt questions
The cable: from China conc:crning both you and Miss Yung ssid: "Provide
travel in China; loen travsl to Shenghei subject to cancell:ution
aftor three yesrs servicse." In e letter from Ur. Wu dated Junme 6,
she says: "In regard to travzl I wrote to you th:t the Collsge should
provide for trav:l fwem Shaenghai to Chongtu but in r:gerd to the
trevecl aoross the Stetes and the oocemn we do not feel we can provile
it free and thought it best to errenge it as - lo-m but if thsy
should continue to give three ycsrs of scrvice to the College then
the College would not ox; set the monsy roturmeds If at all possible
the ocean passsge should be tiird cliss. Hore in Chine ths air
passage from ffongkong to Chungking is very high c¢nd 2lso it means
no hervy bazg: ge can be brought with them’,

I think you understend thet Mr. Evans mad:c the third class
resarvations before we receivad this letter from Dr. ‘u and he

made the reservations third class because there w2re no oth:r onecs
aveilable in tourist oclass. He later aocquired two rosorvations
first olass. Miss Yung scour=d the tourist res:rvation through

a relative who was giving it upe When I talked «ith hor on the
samc day that I sew you but earlisr in the day she thought she
would oontimue going on third olass with you. She evidently

shanged her mind.

The qu:stion rightly in Eour,yind is if your irav 1 is to be
2 losn and Miss Yung travecls olrss and that losn is crnoelled

after three y:ars service, ¥iss Yung is having mores cencelled than
you will be having cancelledes This, of ocourse, is & mattar thet will
have to be adjusteds I would say, but in this Ur. Wu's deciszion would
hrve to be final, thet the oancellstion tor three years would be on
the besis of third clsss passage and thatlany rassage above third
clrss, the t:ach:rs would 3 repey the diff :rence
betweon the third elass and their passege to the Coll :ge. In other
ould bs pr:pared to loan money, through

ords th-t the coileg
seocure but that

‘re vans for any passsge which the teachsr o n




2
Miss Man-Knoi Li

the cencellation of the losn ould b on th: b:sis of thse third ol.ss rate.
Now this may not L. the iy JUre u will want to sork this oute She is,
howsv -r, too fair a paorson Lo ’Xpect you Lo s:rvs thrie years before
cancell-tion of third cluss pussige would be affact 'd snd to cancel et
the ond of the sam~: thres y:ars iiss Yung's tourist olnss puss go. I
know thaet iss iiu will make a fair g Justm:nt on thise It may not

be the one I hav: sug-sted, it may ba som> othor adjustmente If your
plen of sharing ono hslf th Journay with !iss Yung on her tourist
rassage on th: bont works out setisfi-top .Ly h t woul: solv: this
rrobleme If the 8toamship line will not it thet (lease rost
assur>d thet Kiss Wu will mek: o fair 13u tm :nt,

You r.alize, 1 think that ‘r. . v ns wos unibls to ssoure tourist
pascages He n:2ded to do thet for Miss Sutherlend :nd Miss Rhodese
They, in turm, want-d to g0 third cless and .mim tunr toly vho stoamshiy
company would mot pormit thute It he wrdly seoms feir or rosson:bls
but in th: :nd Mr. wvsns wes lu ,ky w0 got som: csncellsd .[iz‘:';t cless
passegos for theme I know HMiss cherland is going to b' vory misoreble
about this boosuse she would fur ratA-r trevel third olsss i”h frionds
tthew Yeng then uo separetsd in

whom sh- knows such ns Wiss Liu and Hat:ih

first cless and h:v: ths oxtrs 8xXp nsas of f‘lx‘:t a1 88 '.SSAFG

Liu wis s -nt monsy to buy her pess o go beceuse shs wrg

d88 En~Lan )
Diie e do not hnv troasursr in fnglond to handl: such m.tt rs.
Liu plenned o g¢ vis., th diterrencan snd th rofore hed to buy
hor passege in Bnglend. Beceus: of the «op conditions sh> h s hai ‘o
shange her plens and ocom= visn.. the Unitod Stotog . hils in knglend
gsh= 8 able to pay for the Atlrntie wnd P eifio roservstions but she

18
~#68 not able to take mon-y out of krglend and she has *‘h*r'forn h:d
to havs monoy loen:d hor hore for trav 1ling in th: United Stetos.
I hope I hav made it el:rr th t for those going from the 'Jn~,~. d Stutes
our trassurar makes the srrangsmonts; for those going from Furope it
is customary to

sond monzy dir otly to them for thom to make thoeir own
arrang:m.nts in turopees This plen, of oourse, h:d to b: chungad b ssuse
of the re.

i am cnolosing for you & lottor from 4iss “u which rosched m this

mor ing.

If you have eny furthoer ju-stions to esk pleuesc do not hasitete
s 1t is our dssire to be absolut 'ly Just end helpful. Person: lly, 1
wish v'ry muoh thrt you aould be going tourist ol s8 but I know th.t
th:re will be s number of intor sting poople in third ol ss.

3inocaer:ly yours,
8 (
/C U
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COPY

Address until furtner Tel.18010
notice:! Room 302,liissions Tel. and Cable Address:
311Lﬂlﬂp,l(u Yuen lling "Disciples, Shanghe?

Yuen Rd.-Shanghai

The United Christiesn lissionary Sookety
China liission

Office of the Secretary-Treasurer

August ©, 1940

TO WHOM IT IMAY CONCERN:

Tnis is i that the bearer, liss Li Mei- -yun,
whose signatu ttached, 1is a graduate of Ginling College
for Women, of ing, CIlnc, and for a considerable number
of years has 'eer a Talfthful and invaluable worker in verious
Ciaristian enterprises.

Betore uttenulnv college, she was a teacher of the
Ulivet Girls Scnool, in Cunirkilang, 2 school conducted under
auspices of the et .0dilst Episcopsl Church. After being gra-
duated from Ginling College, she was for four years the prin-
cipal @f the Coe lemorial Girls' School at Hofei, Anhwei, con-
ducted under the ouv>1co” of this kission (United Christian
lilsslonary Soclety). Afterwsrd she served for two years os
oprincipal of the ming Ten Girls Scnool in Nanking, which is
sponsored by tne misesion of tne Presbyterien Caurch in the
United St fesm} e, s

wlse 1 > 1n the United Stetes for advanced study.
Sne 1s worthy of gl1 the courtesies taat may oe extended
to ner oy friends wiaom she mey meet tnere. We particularly
commend her to *xuﬁ kind care znd oversight of Christisn com-

vy

1Be)

redes wherever meycame.




6 December 1940

Deear Mra. Morrows

This is to add to the information I gave you by telephone this
morning about the Ginling alumna who mey be at the meeting in Rochester
to-morrow. I have been doing intensive dActivo work!

L1 Mei-yun was given her early education by the Methodists in
Chinkiang. She was an orphan without & home other than the mission, and
her use of English is the more competeni because of this early association
with missionaries. I am told that the fact of her orphan state and her
being brought up wholly by Westerners does not necesearily mearn humble

birth,

She taught in the Chinkiang Methodist school after completing
her own high school course, but wss very eager to get to College, and
finally managed to enter Ginling, and graduated in 1931. She went directly
from graduation to the headship of a U.C.K.S. Junior high sechool in Hofei
(modern name of Luchow), Anhui. I have talked this morning with one of the
Americans who knew her there, and who speaks of her as charming and as hav-
ing done a very good piece of work in a difficult prineipalship, Miss Li
succeeded a man principal who had not been effective. In the first years
of Chinese presidencies and prinecipalships, following the retirement of
Western heads, the relatively inexperienced Chinese were put to severe
Jests. Apparently, Miss Li gave a good account of herself and of her

Ginling training.

She left Hofei because she felt impatient of the impossibility
of further development in that remote country c¢ity. I can this morning
find no one who knows where Miss Li wes when the war broke out in 1937,
or how she managed to secure the support necessary for this period of
study in the United States. She is now enrolled at the Colgate-Rochester
Seminary, and T believe is taking a part of her work at the University of

Roechester.

I hope that you can take time to give me your impression of
Miss Li if you do meet her in Rochester.

Sincerely yours,




Valley Center, Kansas, Dec,9,1940,

Mrs, T.D.Macmillan,
150 Fifth Ave., New York,

iea.r Mrg, Macmillan:- Your letter under date of Ce 6 received this

mgrning‘. The following is a summary of the movifigs and doing of Migs
Li ¥ei—yun since I haveknown her,

I do not know Just what year Miss Li entered the Chinkiang Girls'
School( later known as Olivet Memorial Girlg' High School), but she and
the girl who came with her, Wang Chiso~yun,must have bee? 8 or_10 years
of age when they came to Chinkiang, They came from Miss Faith Benderson's
School in Shanghai where they had been for several Years,I think,

Miss Li completed High School in Chinkiang in June 1921, after which
she taught in a primary school in the Mmethodist Mission in Chinkiang for
several years then went to Wubku to teach in a Primary School, From Waohu she
returned to Chinki where she taught in the Olivet sohool.-tewhing some
Junior High classes.(As I recall this was from 1926 to 1927/, From there
she entered Ginligng College and graduated in 1931, (During college days
she had a rather serious and Peculiar illness causing severe pain in her legs
¥riends had her under medical care, I never knew whether there ever was a
satisfactory diagnosis , but she made a full recovery. This for a time made
her school work difficult but she carried on successfully,)

Upon completing her work at Ginlidng, ske was introduced, I think by
Misg Minnie "antrin, to the position at Hofel where she sewved several
years, then went to Yenching where she took a Year's gpecial work.(I do
not know whether in Social Science or in Edncation, This was, as I recall

1934-35/,

During the summer of 1935(7) Miss Djang, the rrincipal of the MingDen
School (Presbyterian) in Nanking came to America for specﬁal study At which
time Migs Li became principal of the Mind Deh School at “anking; Migs Li
was in Nanking when the break came in the autumn of 1937, She had become
a close"friend of Miss ary Chen, sister of Dr,.Chen Yu~kwan, President of
Nanking University, and~when the Chen family refugeed West Miss Li went wik
with them, They went first to Chungking and 1 am not sure wfxether Xemy
Miss Chen and Miss Li went on to Chengtu or not, nor do I kpow whether Migs

Li taught in the West or not,

Before Miss Li went to Ginligng she made the acquaintance of a Korean
girl in the Chinkiang Girlgs' School ,by the name of Puk Shwen-dao, Migs
Puh graduated from High School in 1927, returned to Eorea and was married,
As I recall Miss Li visited Miss Puh-after she was married- in Korea but I
think 1t was only for a summer vacation., I never heard of Migs Li having

done any teaching in manchuria,

During the summer of 1939 I heard indirectly that Miss Li had hoped to
come to U.S.A. to study but the high rate of exchange between Chinese and

U.S. currency prevented, Hence You may imagine my surprise when in September
1940 I received a letter from Miss Li, postmarked "Rochester, N,Y," I

through the years and had not kept in cloge

have not corresponded with Migs Li
rised to learn both that ghe was in the

touch with her hence was quite surp
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United States and also that she wrote me, Since that time I have heard
from her, In a letter dated Nov. 1 she wrote some deatils, mentioning financeg

which has digturdbed me somewhat,

When Mise Li was in Ginling she started with some of her savings from
she borrowed money, which she says she hag repald in full

teaching and then
(I know that she borrowed from one of my missionary colleagues and she hag
repald her), I do not know from whom sghe borrowed when she attended Yenching

she also repaid that money.

she could sail,
this item, thus increasing her

China, I think,
debts to $600,U.S, ( ™His last yaragraph seems to have been written me by

Miss Li as tho confidential,it carried a note of anxiety over finance but
nally felt disturbed when I

hoping things will work out),
read this lett nancially to help anyone, I
quite independent porson-even rash-but somehow
80 I presume ghe feels it will work out all right

She also said in another connection,-"I expect to stay in America for
two or three years to finish my work in the. then I may have a
chance to go to Cornell Univ,
rural education., After
Trural districts as well a

hard toward reconstruction in
8 in urban, dbut at Present it is more important to
work in rural districts in China;, " Whether Miss Li hag a scholarship
where she 1s now I do not know, A8 I noted above I have not been in direct
Souch with Migs Li and have not been hearing from her except for the letters
she has written me since she has come to U.S.A,

Seemed
who Should m'.
write as 1 have domer,

I am sure You under which 1 havye written from

vhat was a personal letter,

‘rusting the above may be of some help to you and that things work
out for the best in Miss Litg case, I remain,

Most sincerely,

MC& Kealon .




THE COLGATE-ROCHESTER DIVINITY SCHOOL
1100 SOUTH GOODMAN STREET
ROCHESTER, NEwW YORK

ALBERT W. BEAVEN, PRESIDENT
THOMAS WEARING, DEAN OF THE FACULTY 1~ PC"l 29 10 4 1
GLENN B. EWELL, DEaN oOF ADMINISTRATION AND REGISTRAR Ll 2 et | i

o

V. lieacmillan:
Board of Founders of Ginling College
150 Fifth Avenue
New York City

Deer lirs. liacmillan:

Mlss Logen has shown me your letter of recent
date about liiss lel Yun Li, in order that your
questlon might be answered from cur point of view.
Miss Li's ecaolarsnip here covers the school yesr.
1t was given to her this veer including the cost
of her tuiltion plus a foreign student scholership

f three hundred dollers. However, it covers only
he school year, but we will renew it for next year. [l
aoes not provide for summer mcinteneance.

You ask whether liiss Li 1s on leeve of ab-
sence from her eppointment or has she severed her
previous connections in order to study in America?

A8 neerly as 4 know the letter is true. Xiss L1,
however, feels that there is no problem in securilng
appointmesit egain when she returns to China; as she
has had no difficulty in finding work before, and she
expects to be better prepsred then.

We ere asking her to write you as you sug-
gested.

Yours sincerely,

Besr 4 emin .
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July 9, 1943,

kiiss )ei-vun L1,
Forest Houe,
Ithaca, Yew York.,

My dear i iss Lis
I 'm very glad to h.ve your isteer of Jund 20 and t0 kaow of sour work at Ithsaca.
I wee et forneil for ocne samasr Se&sion aae I certainly think tae country is most

beautiful in that rezion. fowevar, I am afraid it i1s dirticult to wilk over the
iey side walks up and down ths hills In the wintertine.

Urs. Jev hag told me a 1ittie e'cot (our difiterlt arpsricaces when yeu first came

to this countrv.e I can cagily nnderstand hov hard thoge experiences 18t have baen

® 50 iany frierde end thern vors foced witi medicsl bilis. I am
thinking, th t I will tike 1t up with the Colle.s office in Waw York aid I hope that
some comrittes can be askod to give epecial cure to our sraduatos. Wasrzancise and
eccidents do heppen and 1t 18 a +ime whcen the Board hare eoulw sive sone attention
to the alumnae of owr Coldeg2 in thoir timos of nead.

woen you did not hav

I an muen interested in your work et Cornell aenc hLow Jou ars expeciin; to finisk your
doctor's de;sroe by next veer. In regerd to your theris, I wish to writ- to you
frankly with regard to the subject you heve chotene I em afraic it ®ill be : very
difiicult one for jyou to do a doctor's thesie on. First the air meil ssrvice is st1ll
V. ry uncertain usticea the United -tates and China. Unless you have a co-worker in
China who ¢.n spend a sreat deal of time in ccllecting and vondensin; materials 1t
willi bes fmpossible for you to secure enou_h dete for you to complets your thegis,
vecuna, even 1f you have a jood frienu who has tLne tine and 1s reedy to help you 1£
will not be easy for her to got the kind of materisl w ich 1s usabie in a docter's
thesis. 1his i1s beceuse the dnistry of soucaiion las Goitiitely docidec upon keep=-
in: the norm.1l tra ning in the sovernment's hands. 1hat 1s, the nornal colleges for
the treinin; of gecondary school teachers are egtablished only by the Miristry of
ducation. There are ~several such normal coliezes in the large univerisitégs, euch
as Coentral Unjivorsity, Sputhwestern University, Chung Shan University, lNorthwestern
Iniversity anu Szechuan University. beosides there is a National Normal Colloge for
~omen in Tiangztein and one Netional Ncrmal College in Lean Tien, Hunan. Fersonally

I should judge that the Yormml Collese in l.an Tien 1s the test becuuse the president
there 18 a man inter sted in secondary education and has had much experlence as the
principal of Xwan iiwa iddle “encol in “han:hai. Lven then this coll-ge is only two
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yoars old and they may not have the time and the books available to make a really
Gcelentific atuay of the training of tomcners for middle schoois. In the other normal
coliejes they too are groatly limited by the lack of books and the lack of time., I

do not momn that their professors are teacning so many hours, but practically all ot tne
faculty have to socure additional income through outside work or writing. I do not
need to tell you how the high cost of living; 18 affecting everybody, particularly the

professional claszses, in Chire these quye.

#hat I wish %o do 1& to give you the picture as I kunow it, and I wish to tell you frank-
ly that I un afreid you way be disappointed even after waiting for wonths for muterial
to come from Chinu on the subject on which you propese to write, If you have not given
too much time on this subject anu would like te consider some other subject, 7 wonder
1£ you would be interested in coneideriud sow: phaees of rurel education. I noticed
that you mentioned your uegjor in secondar; rural education and your minor in howse scon-
omics. So 1 wonder 1f you night not think of some subject in the field of rural educséia
tion but reolatsd to howe sconomice. For instance, ths question of nutrition for the
chirldren in the rur-1 districis or cduls education for the growneups who heve not ree
ceived proper educaticn when they were young, or continustion education (this term is
used in ngland to inéicate difierent forms of vocational vraining or popular cultaral
oducetion for those who Lave finichec the compulsary education of tho srade school). 1
have not gone into thuce ficids carofully nyseif, so perhaps what I have Bugiestad will
not bs cf wny vedue to yous lowever, I only neen to think along the sawe lines as you
are thinking. #“hila you ers studyirg herc you want to £it that study into the needs in
China. FEurwl recousiruction ¢ becoxdng & mores faportant phase of ths largs program of
reconstruction in Chiaa, Farthermcre, in our et'fort to set up @ really democratic
soverament, populur aducation for tho amesss in the rural regions 1s imporiant, I
recalige thet coaditfons in Amerlce are so different Irom those in China that what you
arz ahic to obssrve and s tudy hore 48 nov likely to be applied in Thine. IHecwever, 1t
may be well for you to give some study to such grojecte as those in the racladaktonnvork
in alabeama whore education is not 50 woll developed os in other stntes, If you will

talk this matter over with your professor of mral educetion, I wm sur~ he w111 be able
o give you sug;estions and help you to see 1f there &y not Le sowme topic which you

can proflitably use for your doctor's Lhecis. iir. John feisner, LExecutive iacratary,
Agricveltural kissions Youndation, 156 Fifth ‘‘'venue, may be able to yzive yoo some Sug -
«e8tione clonz this line, I you heve furtior questions to ask me, I chall be very

slad to answer tnem.

iirse New told me also that dary Chen hes writtan to favi+te you te¢ jein theifeculty in
the Uriversity of Hanking. I heard some time eg0 indirectly f'rom Helen Djang that
liary was very snxious to securs you L b3 Usen of .omen et the University. .Se I wus
not svrprised tnut kary has written to extend the formal invitetion, I realize that
she -hes been a very eood {riend to you, &iving you help in your time of need, and she
18 « eplendid person to work with. It seems to me that ons ehould zive cereful cone
sideretion before one mekcs definite decision in rsgurd to ths type of work oaes is zoing
to take up. As for teacking, 1 had in mind to invite you to resturn to Ginling and
Join the faculty, and I em stil] happy to extsnd to you the invitation from 4inling.

I ‘ave often found it very difficult to decide whether to <eep our ownn alumnas for Un.
ling or to preier to securs othor psople from other iastitutions. So I do not wish to
ask you to decids at once. Particularly, I would not wish Nary to tnink J waant to drag
you away from the University. But befngcof a deliberate aature mysnlf, my advice would
be to zive consideration to different kinds of openings and make the final decision

lﬁtﬂro

I have written to Chenitu and asked the Board of Virectors to work out the written
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" form of what we have been doing during the war years in regzard to paying travel expenses
for new ficulty members returnkng from America. What I mean is that our Board of
DPirectors hed intended to work out more définite regulations governing tnis matter
of mesting emergency conditions in wartims. from my experience in recent years, I have
come to the oconclusion that for such an established institution as Ginling, it 1s much
better tc heve privileges and obligations clearly defined.when we approach candidates
for the faculty. Personally I have been inclined to be informal end it sometimes

does lead to a diffsreant understandiaog on the part of the college and the candidate,

Mrs. Nevw has zone to tho Sumger Institute of Luthenics at Vassar Colleze. She is
speclally iantsrseted in student counselling and waatesd to watch the developm=nt of
personality from childhood on. I have asked krs. New to come and help Ginling in

this important woik of counselling, not only for the college students bdut aleco in train-
ing others to do thle work in the middle schools. A8 you know, tho conditions of the
large middle schools are zuch thut adolesceat chiidren are neglected and yot they are
most responsive when socmeons 1s roally interested in theu.

I cams from dusiington on June 15 and have Desn koeping a rather full schedule in
atts.ding comnittee msetin s and contaciing people. #For sugust I ghall have my month
of rest wnen I also hopa to do sone readying. I am sorry to hoar that you are having
soms pain in your arm. If it should roally be a disiocetion, it ouzht to be read justed
right away. I dops thut your dodtor aas been able to Lelp you th:t that your arm iz ime
proving.

with all good wishos <o you Jor a QYOG Buwicr, 1 el

Sincerely yours,

Yi=fanz Wue
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’

Miss Li Mai(pun ( F senf the iz, o@vuuxiar [\_'641(//

c/o JimlIng Tollege
100 Pifth Avenue
Lkew York, Hew York

Tear Mei Lung

I am sorry to huve deluyed answering your letter, but actually
I can't help it. Jie coy curly luct weed 7 had a pile of srunswered lstters
in the bried case aud was going to the office to spend au whole day answering
theg, dbut 1 forgot about my brief case in the subway station, and bveins: abaent
minded, T naver thought of it until 1 <ot to my office. T went beck at once
to the loth street stetion and looked for the brief case, but I am sorry to
wvay i% wes sone. Jre. Mills apoiied at once at the Loss ard Found department of the

police station, tut .ha hes not sent me word that the lost has heen found.

Now [ wor't weit any more, -ut will send the letter to be forasrded

by your office.

Or. vehslf of the college, 1 wish to extend t) you & cordial invitation
¢ Join our faculty.as an assisztant professor beginning “rom ‘he fall of 1944.
shall be glad for you to fill aither of the following positions: ramely, =
smbeér of the Rural Jorvice Staff or a mamber of the Homs Rconomics staff.

+
A
¥
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Before you left Chengtu, you know that the college started the Rural
service Statio. ia Ten:-how. W= carrisd out a verr successful program snd the
locul people wanted ug to0 continue there, tul it is only decauss o? the long
distiuce and ‘re.t 2xpense of traval that we hed to close that station. However,
& new station was opened list spring at Chung-Ho-Chang ouly 20 11 from Chens<tu.
This work is now con:ucted under tse leadershio @6 Tsu-Yu-D'J: {n 1234. You
may romember ner in college. 3he went to Li Chaan-Kilangei after she gracduated
in 19%4., Before sbhs came to Jinling last spring .he wss on Dr. Jimmy lLen's staff

for several years.

As you know, w? have & three fold purpose in carrying on this rural
work. Firast It ls to giva direct service to the rural homes. Secondly, 1t is to
orovide a laburatory for the Socivlogy research students. Thirdly, ve triead to do
roszarch and develop a well worked out program for serving rural women and 4n
carrying cut other student projects in rural usociology. Furthermore, from the

view point of a Christian womwen's colleuge, we wauuted to omphasis the :raining of
workers with a .pirit of Christian service. 3Such women workers will be increasingly
needed in view of the important rural reconstruction and the attention our
Government is giving to developing this program. It i{s clear that we shall need

to strengthen our program if we wi .h to carry out satisfactorily our purposes,

I wish, therefora, to invite you to give your contridution ipn this imvortant line
of work.

From your letters to me in regard to your doctor's degree, T know you
ard interested in rural aducation. There will be nlenty of opnortunities for you
to carry on a nractical program while at the same time to do some research projects.

Ih




In fact, Miss Hauing-Ya-Na, one of our rural staff, has written a set of text
books for teachers to use in the rural places. NMiss Tsu gathered material for a
86t of her readers for the women. In fact, I do not know of any other institution
that is giving rural service for the women, so there is a real challange for
Jinling to develop further this field and we shall welcome you very much if you
shall be at all interested in coming into rural service.

A% the same time I know that you have your master’'s degree in Home
Economics, s0 I shall be equally as happy if you should be interested to come
and teach in tiat department. In faoct, tha® can be much correlatésa and
cooperation between the home economics and a rural service station. PFor
instance, such problems =as nutrition, clothing, and toys for the children in the
rural places can be worked out under the direction of the professors.

I do not happen to know what special suddivision of this large f£i:14
of home economics you are interested in. However, since we have only Miss Shng
the full professor for the department, I am sure there will be courses which
you will be prepared to teach. Perhaps, you could write and let me know the 'ists
of courses that you, youraelf, would éspecially prefer to teach in this department.
Then upon my return I could consult with Dr. Chester, the Dean of Students in
regard to the curriculum of that department and how your specizlies will fit into

the program.

In regard to the financial side, I wigh to say that the salary scale of
y 18 now exactly the same as that in t'e other Christiar University in
I am not ready to zive you the exact figure hbecause, in fact, I d¢ not
This is because one part of the bonus is
vorked out according to the index of the cost of living. However, I ca. assure
you that while the total incoeme of the faculty is by no means adequate in view

of the abnormal hight cost of living,igp'onld compare aquite favorably with that
in the Govarument University. Partly "it i{s because our college grants medical

expenses in addition to the other kinds of bongs. In regard to the travelirg
exnenses back to China, the college will de ready to pay the boat passage to

India and by air from Calcutta to Chungking. This will be on the conditions
of a term of service of at least three or four years. I am not sure of the exact

number because that has to be decided by the Board of Directors in Chengtu.

As for the living conditions, you know them well. Briefly, the college
provides a furnished room &né you, yourself will have to pay for the food and the
service in the faculty dormitory. Last summer our faculty moved into the

Cansdian school building and some of the younger teachers have to share their
rooms, but I hope that those of the professor rank shall have single rooms to

themselves,

I shall greatly appreciate it if you could please let me know your
response to our invi: ation. If there should be any questions, please don't
hesitate to write me. I shall be glad to answer as fully as I can. I wish
especially to know your preference as to which line of work and what type of
work you, yourself, would be interested in taking up. With your long experience
of working in Mission schools and Government schools, you will be able to tell
a8 to what work you wish to give your service $o upon your return to China.

onévfacult

Chengtu.
know &£t all what it 1s at present.

I expact to return toNWs. York on Janvary 1, and them go to Washington

on Jamuary 6 to wait for the departure home ward. My home address in New ¥ork
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. 12 417 West 12lst Street, New York, 27, New York, and my address in Washington
is c/o Mrs. Gordon Bowles, 4801 Brandingwine.

I hope you have had a good vacation during the Christmas Holidays
and have been able to have some rest. I am sorry that I have t0 go home earlier
than I first planned. I am really sorry to hear that Dr. Jang has high blood
pressure and her doctor advised her to be relieved of the extra burden she has
been carrying during my absence. This made me very mnxious to be back as soon as
possible. Both you and I know her well enough to know hew seriously she takes

her responsibtility and that the only way to relieve her is by my arrival at the
college. I earnestly hope that after she is rslieved of the heavy burden she

will recover rapidly.

I fully unders‘and the unusual strain.she has had last summer,
particularly after her mother and sister-inlasws® arrival in Changtu . As you
know, it was so difficult to find any house for the family and finally the
probably was solved by fixing up a room in the house where Mrs. Luther Shau

is living.

Have you any special message for her? I shall be glad to take a letter
fer you.

With best wishes for the New Year and looking forward to receiving a
favorable reply.

Sinoerely yours,

Vo T fang
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School of Education and Rural

Education, Stone Hall
Cornell Universit-
haca, Iew York

It
January f/, 1944

r, Y. F. Tlu
c/o Mrs. Gordon Bovles
4801 Brandywine Street, 1.
Washington, D, C.

De~r Dr., Wu:
Thank ;rou ver; much for your letter of December 23.

p N Ny [— L e $ oyt o S 28 : .
greatly appreciate your inviti join Ginling Facult:r.

not come to see ;rou, because of hrving

terested i

experience in secondaors

and Home Fconomies, and I hone at T mayr ecet

4 .
Education S,

proper job so thot I can moke full use of my knowledre, T

1 . 1 4
~ve been nsked several g University throuch

henerle 71 F+ apa + X S (R ) 2 - y [ - m., 3
> s letter: jo 1ei) cult:r., This

me to deci




consider
7mhf‘r\7‘, and T will

be made.
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TEFELT 8L
GINLING COLLEGE

NANKING CHINA

TamEr
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT April 15, 191,7

To Whom It May Concern:

This 1s to certify that Miss Li Ming-dju
in 1937 with a major in History and minors in Geography
and Education. Before coming to Ginling, she had studied
in a normal training school, and had had some teaching
experience, After graduating, she taught Geography in
girls' midd e schools for elght years. She was a good
teacher, and exceptionally successful in creating in her
students an active interest in Geography as a live subject.

When the War in the Pacific started, Miss L1
went to West China by the overland route and learned much
about the geegraphy of China by her trave! through these
regions. Both in Chengtu and in Kwelyang, she worked in
the Y. W, C, A., meeting an urgent need for community
service during the war years., After thre surrender, she
returned to her native town, Soochow, and has been teaching

there in the Laura Haygood Normal School.

Miss L1 is an experienced teacher and a capable
and conscientious worler. She is well prepared to do gradu-
ate work, and will be greatly benefited by further study
and enabied to render greater service upon her return to
China., I wish to recommend her for your favorable consideration.

Very sincerely yours,

Yi-fang Wu
President, Ginling College
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IC29 W 35th Place,
Los Angeles, Cal.
Movenmber I8, I94(

lrse Te De lacmillan,
Ginling College Office,
IS0 Fifth Avenue,

Mew York City

T ~r

’ L L J
Dear lrse lNacmillan:

Iany thanks for your letter dated Novenber 6
coming by air maile. It was not delivered until November IS or

two dgys after the pictures had beeén shown at the Wiltshire churd
The reason for the delay was-preabhly due to the mistake in the
address, which instead of -35th Place was vritten 25th Place or

the envelops Today I receivea o Tetter from lTs. George T. Scott
by air mail dated November IT4th, evidently having met with the
same fate because of the same micstake in the address. However, thi

4 A

this is beside the point,

Roth Ire. Wood and myself were happy when e

found out upon the pictures being shown in my house here that thare
was ample annotation to make the pictures quite intelligible and
interesting. Tt happened thzst the chairman of the Chinese students
association of the Tniversity of Southern California was in the
house at that time and saw tlie pistires. /e immdediately took
advantage of the occasion ard prevailed upon Ire wood to show the
pictures to a meeting of the Association tc be held thet evening.

T need not tell you how irmensely the group of forty Chine

students enjoyed seeing the pictures, both the Ginling Refugee
Jork and Harmon's Glimpses of l'odern China. Put on Sunday T met
0y appoirntment and went to the church vhere T gave a general intre-

luction sbout Ginling College and the Relief work done by the i i

before the showing of the filme. The

IS
eatly delig > with them and received
O I ur notes had couit

il LiCi

€ 0CCaslOne

& schols

University of South
: 1 Education Short : !
been teachirg for the past eight years. She ic a leave
from Soochow University, vhere che S been teachirg and directim
physical education work amons the vom: udents for the past

three years,

(,\J,.




