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INTRODUCTION

Fukien Christian University is located normally near
Foochow, and at present is operating 250 miles inland on a
refugee campus at Shaowu. The enrollment for 1941-42 was
in excess of 400. The staff numbers about 60. The University
is chartered by the Board of Regents of the State of New
York, and grants a B.A. degree.

The three principal divisions of the University are the
School of Arts, the School of Sciences, and the School of
Education. There are in addition several special courses
and afhiliated projects.

The Home Campus—The Yankee Tea Clippers
Formerly Anchored Nearby



FUKIEN PROVINCE

The University serves an isolated area, which might be
called an island, separated by water and mountains from
the rest of China. The province is a little smaller than New
York State, and possesses approximately the same population.
It is said that a generation ago the population was as high as
20,000,000. Civil wars, famines, diseases, and emigration
have drastically reduced the number of people living in

Fukien.

Until recently this was one of the more backward of China’s
provinces, as regards industrialization and the use of modern
methods of transportation. Not only were the people cut off
by natural barriers from the rest of China, but they were
divided into a number of language groups. Foochow and
Amoy are the principal cities, and their dialects are probably
the most widely spoken.

In the last decade before the war, great progress was
achieved. Rich natural resources hegan to be developed.
The people of Fukien possess a high degree of intelligence,
enterprise and determination. They have distinguished them-
selves wherever they have gone as immigrants, and in recent
years large amounts of capital have flowed back into the
province, making possible the cultural and economic rebirth
of its people. Fukien was becoming one of the most pro-
gressive provinces prior to 1937, and since the Japanese
invasion of China, the Fukienese have fought heroically, and
in general successfully, to maintain their freedom.

[2]
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An Ocean Junk

Evening on the Min

THE CHURCH IN FUKIEN

This province is a stronghold of Christianity in China.
One reason for this lies in its accessibility from the sea, and
another is the former importance of the tea trade. For cen-
turies Europeans visited the ports of Fukien to purchase tea,
and Catholic missionaries as early as the sixteen hundreds

had secured a foothold.

A hundred years ago the Yankee Tea Clippers made
Foochow one of their principal ports of call. These traders
were followed by Protestant missionaries, who in the face
of great danger and hardship, growing out of a misunder-
standing of their purpose in coming to China, succeeded in
establishing schools, hospitals and churches.

Missionary work in the beginning must have been extremely
discouraging. It is recorded that one of the principal mis-
sions was in existence ten years before making a single
convert. One reason for the hostility and suspicion of the
people was the imperialistic designs of the Western powers
which during this era forced opium on the Chinese people,
and robbed them of their rights.
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In the latter half of the nineteenth century, Protestant

missions began to flourish in Fukien. Doubt and suspicion

diminished and the missionaries began to be accepted as
friends of the Chinese people. Schools were established
which won the support of prominent Chinese. Mission hos-
pitals provided the only modern medical service available.
Thousands of Chinese found in the Church an answer to their
personal problems and hoped in Christianity to find a force
which would lead China out of her tribulations.

Fukien Christian University is the outgrowth of years of
struggle, and is a manifestation of the strength of Christianity
in Fukien, and of the part the Church must play in the social
and spiritual reconstruction of the people.

A Village Carnival —
A Local Deity is
Taken on an

Outing

Biology Students
Collecting
Specimens

R

THE BEGINNING

Protestant missions in China have emphasized education.
By 1910, there existed in the Foochow area a large number
of Christian schools of various types, and in Foochow itself
there were two institutions which might in modern terminology
have been called junior colleges.

It had become increasingly clear that one of China’s great-
est needs was trained leadership. It was equally clear that
the Church also needed properly qualified leaders. There-
fore, four Protestant mission boards, representing the Meth-
odist, the Congregational, and the Reformed Churches in the
United States, and the Church of England, united to create a
union university in Fukien. The higher educational work

of several schools was united, and the first class was enrolled
in 1916.

A large plot of land was purchased several miles from
Foochow on a spur of Drum Mountain overlooking the Min
River. Substantial grants were secured in the United States,
and in this most picturesque setting a major educational
institution was launched.

During the first years of its existence, the University was
provincial in character. It emphasized high intellectual
standards, and did not seek to attain a large enrollment. A
number of its alumni have risen to positions of prominence
both in China and abroad.

Until 1927, the administration was primarily in the hands
of Westerners. In that year, a very capable Chinese scholar,
Dr. C. J. Lin, became president and under his direction, the
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University has grown and prospered greatly. Relations with
the national and provincial authorities are consistently cor-
dial. The University receives substantial government assist-
ance.

Dr. Lin is assisted in China by a Board of Directors. The
endowment of the University in the United States is under
the supervision of a Board of Trustees in America consist-
ing of representatives of participating missions, together
with co-opted members. This Board not only administers the
funds in its charge, but cooperates through the Associated
Boards for Christian Colleges in China in raising additional
funds needed for the necessary growth of the University.

Scene Near the Home Campus
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THE WAR YEARS

In 1937 it was necessary for the University to leave its
fine campus, and to reestablish itself temporarily in the
interior. There existed in Shaowu, 250 miles from Foochow,
a large property owned by the American Board. This was
secured for the duration of the war, and the University is
now established in a small interior city, from which its influ-
ence and its services become each year of greater importance
to the Chinese people.

It is interesting to note that whereas the largest enrollment
before the war was 169, this number increased i 1941-42
to 403. This growth was not sought by the University, but
resulted from the extraordinary number of applications for
admission which were received from all parts of China. As a
result of the war, the University has become an institution
of national significance. It is probable that Fukien Christian
University is the most rapidly growing institution of learning
in China. |

Since Japan declared war on Britain and the United States,
several large Christian institutions in Shanghai have been
closed. Arrangements have been made to receive on the
Shaowu campus several hundred refugees from Shanghai
University and Hangchow Christian College. These insti-
tutions will cooperate with Fukien while maintaining their
own identity. It is expected that at least 1,200 college sudents
will be enrolled in Shaowu for the academic year 1942-43.
The resources of the University are strained to the utmost,
and it has become the core of one of the most important
university centers in free China.

[8]
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SUMMARY

The Chinese have always looked to the scholar for leader-
ship, and trained men and women are now more needed
than ever before. After victory has been achieved, and the
University has returned to its home near Foochow, it will
find itself with greatly augmented prestige and vastly in-
creased possibilities. Its services to China during the present
struggle have won for it the respect of the nation.
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The Organization of
FUKIEN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

in 1941-42

School of Arts

Chinese Language and Literature

Economics

Fine Arts

History

Philosophy

Political Science

Sociology \
Western Languages and Literature
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School of Sciences

Biology
Chemistry
Physics and Mathematics

School of Education

Principles and Philosophy of Education
Psychology and Educational Psychology
Educational Administration

Educational Methods

Special Courses
1. Premedical
a. Regular four years—B. A.

2. Teacher Training
a. Four year course for degree
h. Two years normal for certificate
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3. Chinese Short Course
a. Two years for certificate

Service Projects

1. Rural Extension (With the aid of the Provincial
Government)
a. Special courses of study
h. Experimentation
c. Public Health Program

2. Cultural Research
a. Historical Studies

Refugee Students in Springtime

[11]



Serene and Indestructible, China
Looks to the Christian
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Leadership
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EXCERPT FROM A LETTER FROM MISS EVA M. ASHER
FUKIEN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
REFUGEE CAMPUS, SHAOWU, FUKIEN PROVINCE, CHINA

Dated January 20, 1942

, "So far we here in Shaowu have not been affected by the new war in
any way other than being short of funds. One radio on the campus is still

going, so for the present we are getting about the same news as you are I
think.

"Final examinations are just over. The spring term begins with
classes on February 9. We shall probably not have so many students the com-
ing term as we have had in the fall, Thirteen seniors completed their work
with the fall term, and some always drop out of their own accord. In addi-
tion to all of this, some will have to drop out on account of the lack of
funds. We shall try to make it possible for students to stay in school who
need money only for themselves, but when they have to support families, or
a relative, we camnot undertake that, naturally. Students whose funds came
from the South Seas, and Kulangsu, South Fukien, are now entirely cut off
from all supports If you can find any extra money for student relief we
could make excellent use of it, say $1000 - $2000.

"You may have heard ere this.....that one of the original mission
residences here was completely destroyed by fire on December 7, which
apparently was caused by a defective flue. The house was occupied by Reve.
and Mrs. Co Ls Storrs of the Shaowu Mission and Miss Bunice Thomas (F.C.U.).
We reported the same to the Amorican Board, Boston, by cable, but have had
no reply yets Insurance was carried on the house through the Boston office
at university exponse (we pay insurance on all the property horc). The plan
is to build again on the same site to accommodate the Storrs and liss Thomas,
but in separate apartments this time. The fire occurred on a Sunday morning
when the Storrs and Miss Thomag,; as well as a number of other faculty members
and students, were attending the local church service off the campus. But
students on the campus saw smoke pouring from the chimney, or roof, and ran
to the scene and sent for help. In a short time morc than 40 pesople were
there taking things out from the first floor. We marvel that they got out
so much, for they had only ten or fifteen minubes in which to work. Iiss
Thomas lived on the top floor and thus lost everything except what she wore
to church that morning. We here made what contributions we could immediately;
people from Foochow and surroundings havo sent things so that she is fairly
well clothed for the present. The Storrs are temporarily occupying four
small rooms in our new administrative building, and Miss Thomas is living
with the Scotts by night and with me by day. The Scotts' house is too small

. to accommodate threc strocams of studonts coming and going daily. I om away

at the office practically all day, but have no extra place for another bed -
so this makeshift combination accommodation for her. She and the Storrs have
shown o wonderful spirit through it all. Whatever difficulties we have here
we ore daily conscious that as compared with a greater part of the world we
are fortunaote indeed to hove this quiet place in which to work and live."




CeIslle Chapel
RKwangeng Ki
China

June 4, 1942
Dear Iriends:

Once again, a large portion of China's millions, are out on the roads and
rivers fleeing before the advancing enemy or rumors of its advences Surging human-
ity, rushing tragically forward with here and there a swirling backwash, reminding
one of floodtime in a river basine

We hoped that rumors of a spring advance would blow away or thal Americans
planes would arrive in time to prevent it, and so we tried to believe that the first
"oyacuation orders'" did not mean use. In fact they didn't, we were bold. But with
that suddenness that characterizes war, they were changed and “evacuation was com-
pulsory", The railroad promised us a car on its Wednesday evening train and we
went about preparations to teke out most of our things and most of the Hospital
equipment end staff, in fact everything that could get packed into & care But panic
struck the city and mary would not waits. A flood of humenity, men, womsn, children
with all they possessed swept thru the railroad station, and Tuesday night when the
trains which had been delayed by "air-raids" all day came in, they were quickly
crowdeds No, not such a crowd as you suburbanites are acquainted with on the sub=
wayse You do not know the meaning of & crowd. Here it was a life and death struggle
to get onbto the train and escape and when the trains pulle d out towards dawn they
were packed from roof to axles, from cowcatcher to rear step. I do mot suppose that
even another flea could have found space to exist on those trains as they pulled out
of the stabion toward dawn. And with dawn came planes, We who were le £t at home
packing could hear the thud, thud of the exploding bombs and wondered where the
bombing was occuring, bubt we kept on with out work, interrupted frequently by hiding
in the dugoub or behind the doors in the corner. Our Amah's baby son slept bliss=-
fully ucder the sideboard for a couplz of hours after he had been put there during
o raide Her other children had gone on the train the night before. At dusk, when
1911 clear® had sounded we took our places in the flood pouring in the diresction of
the railroad statione dJust ag we reached it we met Mr. Davies returning with the
information that there would be no train, as the railroad had lLeen bombed. BSo we
reversed the carriers of our tagpage, worked our way against the tide, somc of whom
would not believe the word that thore was no train. More conferences aboub whab
next and then to bed, in make-shift bedse

Two hours of good sleep, the slesp of the exhausted, and then voices. Oh,
how I hated to wske upl But one must and the nows we heard quickly scérved as a dash
of cold watere The whole story of the bosbing of the railroad was available - the
trains that had left the night before had been bombed and machine-gunned, hundreds
had been killed, all the baggage had been burncd, the locomotives and cars damaged
as well as the railroad so there would be no more trains. "You must go at dawm",

But how? We who had wanted to wait for "the last train® were left without there be-
ing any "last train® just as there had been "no-last boat" from Shanghai in December.
A few hours of atbempting to slitep, then a repacking so that the bagpage which we
took ows from the house that morning was just what we, two, could carry with the help
of a refugee lad who was to accompany use

.
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' What & day that was of praying, conferring, hiding from planes, waiting,
wondering, eteld -Most of the Christian people had scattered, disappearing from the
city, in an amazing fashion. No carrying coolies, no rickshas, no chairs, were
avalilables But by mid-afterncon Mr. Davics had securcd o partial promise from the
military police that if possible they would furnish us with a commandeered boat
That night for we must get out of the city before dawn. We would not know until
eveninge After evening Pastor Wang, who had returned to his church 8 milcs out in
the country alter a day in the mountains engaging rooms for various Christians, to
hear of our plight came in to the city to get uss We must go back with him irmedi-
ately on foot, and in the morming he would find chairs in the country to hslp us on
over the hills away from dangere. Bubt then the Hospital Business Manager came in
with two scldiers to escort us to the boat. I said, "It's small and it's leaky
and there is but one boatman, but it is the best there is availables" A weird lan-
tern lighted the procession we made as we wended our way to the boat, thru the dark
streets, deserted, except for soldiers driving people from their homes, and over-
laden people crying in the darkness as they locked their doors bshind thems

All that we had heard about the boat was truc but it was our home for six
days and nightse That first night we dozed off to the sound of the peck, peck, peck
of chiscls striking against the stone masonry of the nearby bridge, preparing to
place dynamite so it could be hastily destroyed if necessary. At dawn our nobls
boatmen roused himself and us and we began to slowly move away down the river,
“around the city, right past our own home on the Cheng Mel compound, on, orn, On.

A favorable wind helped us that first day so that much earlior than we expected

to be we were at Lanchi and turning up the river toward Kiangshane At Leneni we
went ashore to see our church there, but found the city deserted and the church
doors already scaled shut. At evening Mr. Dovies went ashore apain at Yangbu, to
leave some money to help in the evacuation from there and the nearby Tengehi church.
With dawn we moved one. All day we could see other orowded boats all going in the
same direction as we were, and folks hurrying along the banks carrying all they
coulds Often a child's head peered out from a basket on a carrying pole balamced

by all the other family possessions, while others trudged on foot beside their
family, ecach child carrying a couple of bundles. IHere and there a child was wall-
ing great distress, lost, separated from lis family and frisndse AT one point

while walking on the shore Mr. Davies encountered a crowd of our own Tsch Sing Jun-
ior Middle boys with a couple of their teachers, hiking. Others had gonc by boat
taking most of the baggage. Once we noard somcone calling from the bunk, and 1t
took a couple of minutes to recognize omne of our Kinhwa friends, a Christian and
high customs official, in the weary, dirty, limping "begpar® walking olong the shore.
His wile had beon on that ill=fated truin and he knew nothing about her, he had se-
curcd. boats to move the customs archiwves, e¢tce and had been reserving onc for him-
self and the few remaining staff members but it had bevn commandeered by the military
so he was on foot, a part of the flooding humanity.

We arrived at Kiangshan, where we had hoped wo could stay for a vime at
least, to find out China Inland Mission friecnds there all packed ready to move. In
fact had they been able to gebt money from the bunk the evening before they would
have besn gornel Truly "God moves in mystorious ways"s 8o we had a day of rest and
a chance bo nartially dry out our few belongings. It too was a day of prayor and
developing planss God was.good again, and we wonr ro bed that night knowing that
our bapgage was alrecady stowed away on a truck and that our alarm would pgo off at
two in the morning, for we wantcd to be at our next destination before daylight
might bring the danger of planes. In ths carly morning we had also the protection
of rain, torrents of it as we skidded along thru the mud on the mountain roads in
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an open trucks We werc now 8 Americans, Canadians, Australians, and as many more
Chinesce Bubt 1 tor we loarned that in spite of rain that morning Xiangshen ro-
celved its worst bombing of the year and it has had many severe bombingse S50 agoain
we felt we-had escaped just in time, and were glad that this time it was a few mine

utes before the panic had struck the city.

And now we are here in Kwangfeng, waiting for God's leadings e has led us
so far and we are confident He will continue to do soe He will keep them "undor His
wings", oven when enemy airplane wings are hovering above. That is a comforting
thought = His protecting wings are so much stronger than the wings vringing tho
plancs that bring destruction. Will we ever get vhere the drone of a plane brings
joy rather than fear?

Church of England Zenana Mission
Puchong, Fukien, China

Juue 27, 1942

fow long ago snd far away that June 4th was when I wrote you from Kwangfongs

Agoin, not quite still for we have had some hot sunshine, its raining, and again wo
arc waiting, wondering, praying -- whon do we go and whore to this time? But now we
are here end how we arc enjoying this big nlry house wherc 1t ssums to be jush a part

of a day's work for a household to jump in ome day from two to fiftoens What be-
dragglod, weary, dirty folks we were when we camo in by lwos and threes Jjust cver a
weok agod How we appreciated the wolcoms given to usl 1 imow a lot morc about
evacuating, leaving procious belongings, refugeeing, ctce., now than I did whon I
wrote you last time. "You must leave et once, before daylight at the latest!” rings
in my ears, end I sinceroly hope that we can go before wo hear it againd All during
the ¥wangfong days we had been preparing for it, trying to find somc meons of trans-
portation == a truck, chairs, carts, riclshaws, baggage carricrs -~ and cvoery hope
turned to disappointment, until the afternoon that wo heard the "you must go beforec
morning® from the military. They promised Mr. Devies eight of their commandzered
baggago carriers and he proudly brought them home to supper, slecp and breakfast.

He also had the promise of places for four on a military boat. We were then twelve
foreigners and as wany Chinese. There wore five bicycles in the groups Our desti-
nation was seven miles up river, a smell village, whers the Bonemy wouldntt want to
po and we might stay indofinitelye" (I might as well confess that I had had a severe
case of hives and was still "off feed" so that I fuared a seven-mlile wallk, thus I was
accompanying lir. and Mrse. Davies on the boat, with a hospital coolic who had a had
foot in spite of care and treatment for two years at the hospital since he left the
aIlys

The bicyclists, hikors, and baggage carriors left at daylight, the latter
and some of the first returning with them to keep them "safe" for us coming back
for socond loads. We still hoped it might be possible to securo a truck and get
everything throughe We who were to go by hout wont down to the river and waited --

the noxt tweuby-four hours was to be a lesson in paticnce for us -- ceventually wo
found cursclves enthroned on salt bags and the Loat moving slowly up the river. The
river was crossed and recrossed by stonc dems to supply water for the mills and

webor whoels on its banks. This meoant frequent rapids to bo run against and @ge.ch
moant o struggle for the boatman. Just seven milos how could we believe them when
they said thoy wouldn't get there that dayl It wes nice to be lazy and lean back

ond look ot the hills, listen to the water rushing over tho big rocks, but it wasn't '
so nico to sec the pla nes come swooping down and hear the boom=boom of bombs, and
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the snap=-snap of me. chine guns, out where the road wes, (and cspecilally to roalize
you wers on o military boatl) But our group of boats did not scem to be an objoct
for nthback that day. Aad it wasn't nice when darknuss settled down to know that
you were too far away from your desbination to walk in and that you were in the
micst of bandit infested country. We had no bedding ond had made no plans for so
mamy eals or a night on the boate But therc we spent the night, curled up on the
nills and valleys, that were salt bagsl The stars were beautiful and the mosquitoes
numerous and hungry -- but morning came, seme way it always docs w=w- and I have de-
cided sincs carrying a money bag that I can sleop anywhere if I have enough thousands
as my pillovie ~

As on the day before no smount of coaxing, ordering, bribing could induce
our boeatizn o hurry. In the middls of the forencon we found somc of our Chincse
men waiting Tfor us and when we learned that we wure but half way and that wo couldn't
possibly .ot there by boat that day, we ebandoned the boat and took to "shonks horses"
end arriveds It wos quickly evident that the small dirty place which had beon found
was too small for ths ontire group and irs. Davies sct forth up the strect (it was
o one street village) in search of a place wherc we could staye. She found a com-
paratively uew house where we could have a room and a loft, and the use of a kitchen
stovee We were quickly cstablished there, objects of friendly curiosity, and feelers
were put out for news and to contact peopls of influence. We found we were in the
home of the headman of the strect, ome of the city fathers so to speak, and it was
the usual story. "Stay on here all swmer, there is mno danger, excopt from bandits
at night and our house is well looked after and we havo big dogse." WThe only other
things wo foar are the planecs and the soldicrs coming to impress men into ths ser-
vices" Bub again we detected the increcasing restlessnoss and heard the machine gung
from the plenes by day, snd at night from the "bandits" ebcs, ctce

Two military men came along and wanted to be helpful. ™"Had you buen here
five days ago. we could have supplied a truck, now wo will do the best wo con for
youe" It sounded euncouraging but hell an hour later other military men were corry-
ing orders fmm house to housc "Got out before daylight for the cnemy is almost to
Kwongfonge” This time it was impossible to gut any carriers at all so all the
baggare that would not go on the bieycles, or could ve carricd by ourselves ~nd our
Chinese co-travelers, must be left behinde 8o another hsctic night of repacking and
discarding what had secmed the last time so ossential.

That morning the bridge woe must cross in leaving the city had boen machine-
gunned shortly oftor daylight, so at %:30 on Sunday morning, June 1l4th, our torch
light procession merged with the others wo nad bson hearing, and we set forth on our
fiftecn milec hikel The weirdness of that wellk in the dark, the‘beauty of the dawm,
the unending line ahead and behind, alter erossing the valley the winding climb of
the road up the mowbainside -~ all stand oub as impre ssions before the first appear-
ance of plancs. From thon on one was consbanbly looking ahead to spy out possible
protection from thom if they should suddenly reappear and the "snap-snap" be along
our roads '

About noon we had a long rest in onc of the doscrted houses by the side of
the road, an interesting pathetic place. Its newnsss, decorations, carvings, size,
magnificent furniture, everything about it indicated that pecople of wealth had
ocoupicd it, but also that thoy hod heeded the "leave before dewn" command some morn-
ing, for drawers were tumbled out, everything was in a berriblec messe TFor undoubtedly
after the owners left, the neighbors, soldiers, and passing refugees had searched
carcfully for anything of wvalue left bohind. OF greatest valuc to us was the fact
that the iron cooking dish had becn left on the stove, that moant a good meal could
be preparcd for us of rice and eggs, which we had with us, with bits of vogetablos
found in the doserted garden. We had "one broed river to cross" ahcad of us wnd wo

0
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wonted for roasons familiar to us (plames) to do it late in the aftcrnoon, after

bombing hours. But before we were rcady to continue our journey, neighbors came to

urge us o zo snd not think of romaining the night there because of bondits. So we -
sterted one '

How I wish I could make you see the scenmes oun that road that afternoonl
Foar of the enemy and its airplanes, fear of bandits drove the panic stricken mob
forwards Weary from the long tramp of tho day, poople were discovering that things
considerod "essemtials" that morning were no longer indispensible snd were dropping
them by the roadsides. Here someone was burning account books and othor papers,
there hooks and paper, padded winter garmonts, etcs., etce had been dropped. To me
an old Pamily clock placcd tenderly at the foot of a tree high on the roadbank told
a sad storys, Thore were half hidden piles of things bought and dumped by trucks
that had returncd for othcr loads, hoping that the bridge would be ropaired and the
goods could be taken forward. And there werc btrucks broken down, damagcd beyond
immediate ropair by "sir activities," more than one burned chasis told the story of
a direct hit by an incendiary bomb. Flics swarming about o dead horsce The nearor
the river the greater the chaos.

As wo slowod down, os the trampors came to a stop on the hill overlooking
the river, I remarked to onc of our faithful refugee lads with usy Wihat an oderi®
His reply was, "Don't look that way, there are four dead bodies there machinc gunnocd
yesterday, they say." So I didn't look to tho loft but ahcad where the crowds wore
clamoring dowm the banks struggling for their placus in the line crossing on the
"hridge," or jumping into the water to wads and swim ncrosse And fifty yards or
moro aherd on the opposite bank was the same disorder us those who had succossfully
ncgotiated the crossing were ascending the stecp hill on the opposite bank. My turn
came and I stepped boldly forth on to the boat that was the first stop of the bridge
then across a plank to anothor boat and then from. three bamboo poles bound together
which sagged under water onto another slippery plank, and sc on, and on and on,
grabbing hold of any conveniont porson to steady mysolf when the footing wos 500
slipperys Poeoplc wore going both ways, for meny had to makc several crossings to
get their baggage all over.

Just a few days before there had boon a good bridge over which trucks and
people could easily pass, but that was before o homb or soveral had made direct hits
on the bridge. Wow it was gone, 1t was not doep wnough for a ferry and too deep to
be forded easily, or at all by a trucke On the opposite side we waited until our
crowd and our bagrage and bicycles wore gathered together. Then on to somc place
for shelbter for tho night, After walking for o long five 1li, probably nearcr ten,
1t was Pound for us in a deserted house. Morrily and wearily we jokod about our
roomg and their cquipmotit, pretending it was a modern homeside hotel, as we unrolled
our bedrolls on doors ond planks and hung our mesquito nets above thems Meanwhile

; the water for which we were famishing wos boiled and rice was cooked, and we gquietly
% settled down and slept because we couldn't help it.

Morning ceme with more rice, beds wore rolled up end we set forth again,
That we had gone across the difficult river crossing and walked at 45 11 in the day,
and wore +thus that much further away from the advancing cnewmy gave ug confidence and
courage as wo started over the dusty road that morning. Alrcady we folt as if we
knew somc of the other groups thet were walling tho same road == there was that young
womon with a baby in hor ars and another strapped to her Dback, that father with the
four little boys trudging along in front of him, that father pushing somo of his
bolongings and the tiny boy in an almost broken down bamboo wheclbarrow, that aged
sick woman on the cart, that group of students who didn't want to give up their
winter coats although it was a hot day, and 8O with the many bundles tied onto them
looked much like dusty grimy Santa Clauscs, ctce
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Put your right foot forward thon your left, you can't stop until you reach
thet trec yonder, right foot, loft foot, keop movinge Oh for something to drink,
but tho last time the thormos was opcuned thors wes but a swollow apieco, when can
wo got somc more wator, right foot, loft foots Oh, see those flowors up there on
tho hillside, is that our road up above thum, yes, hoere is anothor hairpin curve.
But, thore arc planss, so hide over thers in those bushose They are now »ut of
sight on the other side of the mountain bubt we can hear the thud, thud. s long as
we can't seu tho planes we must move one Oh, fine, that group of soldicrs is moving
on and we can r.st here in this deserted houso on these doors and plenkse

The house next is not deserted. It is tho home of an aged widow with her
daughtors-in-law whose husbands have beon prossed into serviecs, had no placc to go
and so she is staying trying to proteet hor bit of property. Yes, we con use her
stove and boll water and rice. One .mst oot somo rice, how fortunate that we have
it with us, so 2s to get strengbth to ksoop right foot, left foot moving. But as I
rat up from ny rest and look about, what 1s that up therc on the ledge across the
smoll stream, is the man asleep or -~ and o sccond look shows that it is just anothor
successiul hit from o machine gun from vhe air.

If only a fow of our plones wers here thoy could kcop those other plames off
casilyes That is what we hoar whenover wo stop to talle, "Vhy aren't your plancs here,
when orc they coming, we can do nothing without planss." ITt's an old, old story,
and itts a long, loung road to trampe Anobther thing I will always seo when I pieture
that road, with its sconic beauties, is that universal cxpression of extrme weariness,
hopelessncss, "nothing can be done™ except that mechanical act of right foot forward
thon loft foote That must coutinue, move, keep moving. Whore to? That dossn't
m.tter, koep moving, keep.ahead of the =approaching cnemy. So on wo go through the
heat and the dust, trying to find a smile for the wearicst but seldom getting one in
roeplye ’

Will we find a place whers we can stop in this apprcaching village which
though tiny seems to have life in it? "Mre. Davies, Mre. Davics; I've becn watching
for you," is heard from that busy group in front of a sholter by the side of the
roade It is the hoad of the transportation division of the finance department,
moved over here fram Kinhwa. And as woe sit down on benches placed for us, between
the arrival of cart loads of bags and silk cocoons, we learn that our military fri-
ends of two days bofore have passed here and told of us and asked That if possible
arrangemonts be mads to send us on in to Pucheng on trucks. 8o we have more rice
gruel, for our Chincse fricnds have found & place wheru they can spond the night,
and wo sit and wait, will we or won't we, who can tell?

And just as darkness settles down nnd rains begin to descond, here's a truck
and although the occupants objcct, thore is room for two and some baggage. So Mrse
Davies nnd I ascend up over the tailboard and malke places for ourselves on the ammu-
nition boxes and amid our own bagpgage throvn up to us, and the truck bouaces forward
and tho roins desconds With a sievo-like top to the truek and the opon back ond we
arc soaked to the skin in no timo. We haven't gone far when the truck stops and the
driver soyvs that lie can't see the road and must walt until daylights That word day-
light reminds me that while we had boun waiting for the truck, soldiers had come in
with the "order", "Everyone must move on, move on now;" or, ~ftcr many had remonstra-
ted, "Move on by daylight." Thore was a shelter house noarby but 1t looked far from
inviting and it was so hard to got wp and down from the truck so we chose to romain.
We couldn't got any wotter thon we werce So we passcd thoe night on the truck with
ammunition boxes for scats and pillows.
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Davm camo surprisingly quickly, a clear davm with no raine, Those whe had .
loft the truck returned to it and it lurched forward, How beautiful dewn in the
mounteins is with the sound of rushing watcr by the side of the roads On the steep
slopc of one mountainside the engine stalled, but after some tinkering, and cne on
tho truck was doing some praying for the tinkerors, it was going apaine The road,
none too good at best, probably, was badly washcd out by the hard rains of the night
bofore, and by the hard use it had been having those lest few weeks as woll as the
bombings it had reccived so that progress was none too stoady (and somevhat uneortain)

Out in a wide valley, we got into a deep yellow mud rut and gotting out was
probloimaticals Our driver, recognizing the dangor of plancs and thoe type of cargo
‘he hn d, insisted on all the "passengers" leaving the truck and going on up the road
to whers some slipht sholter or ab least hiding places could be found, in casce. Bub
the truclk was gotten out of the mud before amy plancs were heard and we all climbed
back aboard it againe Bub by now it was well into the feremoon, and the foar of
planes forcod the driver to hasten on at his top speed, so the bumps werc talien with
less cars and we wore on tho very back cnd of the truck. Almost within sito of the
city onme wheol wont down into a water filled holn left by e hand grennde, probably
thrown from s planc the day beforo, and == no, I didn't go out over tho tallboard
fortupatoly, thank God, snd the scldicr who grabbod my shoulders Bub now, almost two
woeks latoer, I am just beginning to think that maybe if I em pabicnt my back will be
"all right agnine

Mirse Davies and I were put down at tho cross roads Just outsidc the city gates
A coolic wns found to help us with our baggage. "No, ho dida't know -wherc tho Josus
House was for hc had just come from Ainhwa two days beforc." DBut he carricd our
bagrage and we all asked along the rond ahd first we came to the street clapel and
pastorts home which had been bombed a fow days beforcs, But heore someone told us how
to go back to an alley and follow it, and we would come to the church ond tho rosi-
donce of the foreigners, 8o we followed instructions snd climbed up over the debris
bloeking the alley and on until wo suw the cross on the churche We found that threc
of our China Inland Mission fricnds had already arrived, as they had gobten places
on trucks that drove on through the storm in the night, and so were able to find thelr
ways to the home of thoese two dear Deaconesscs before broakfasts

Wever did o hot bath feel so pood or 2 board bod so comfortable as that daye.
Beforoc the day was over all the other foreignors hed come in, as thoy tod had beon
picked up by trucks if not on bicycles. A household of two was stretehed to fiftecnl
'"We are having o beaubiful fellowship together, Irish, English, Australians, Canadians,
and Ancricanss Foodstuffs are not easy to secure but we can got tho essentinls or
substitutcs for thems Wo do not mis NEWS for therc is mo redio and no rogular
Chinosc newspaper, but once a weck some missionarics further down send up n sumnary
of the wock's radio news. The big quesbtion is how long can wo stay hore?

Nanping, Fulien
China

August 7, 1942

This installmont of bthe "Wanderings of the Kinhwaites thru Fukien" is long past due.

Tt will not bo as thrilling and excitinr as the installment sent from Pucheng. Or

at loast that was wiwt I thought on July 3th, 9th, and 10th s T strotelcd oub on tho

floor of the small boat and stared at the mountains ahead and around, watchcd the

clouds and the birds, listened to the guict lapping of the water agninst the oars or |
the swift sounds the river made at the places whero thorc were rocky rapids to be 1
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negotiateds All was quist and poaccful, except for the vory occasional sound of

a planc and omncc the thud of the bombs eos attacks werc mads on troops tramping tho
not too distant highwey. One could just drink in the beauty of the mountains and
the rivere So often it would scom as if we worc coming right up to tho ond of the
rivor as = hugh mountein rose ahoad of us, end then suddenly the river would wind
and a little later one could look back and soc tho mountain above the head of the
Lonkmnn ot the roar of the boate Worrying wouldn't help a bit, so I ‘thoroughly on-
jovod the scenerye At Konow I was dirccted to the Blind School of the CeEeZeileSi
and ag is usual I was cordially wolcomed coven if unexpectod, and while I nad a much
dosirsd boath, a roal bed, not just boards, was prepared for me and it looked so soft
and comfortable I could hardly stay awake for suppors

Aftor breakfast, I unrolled hy bed roll amd spread everything out on an open
porch &t the back of tho housc and handed o sizable washing over to the scrvant and
waes just setbled to read and rest on tho BED, whon we hoard an alr-clarme So I re-
dre ssud and was roady whon the second alarm soundeds That means "hurry up and get
where you are going' and it also means rumove &ll bodding from porches and celothes
lincs, cbee So my bedding was thrown onto & bed on an inner porch and we wont down
to be mear the dugout in front of the house. Whon we hoard the plancs we went dovm
and almost immediately we heard the thump~thunp of bombs, the pop=pop of machine
pung, and the crackle~crackle of splintering wood and fire, we smelled the smoke snd
gas fumcs from incendiary bombse We knew that some had dropped near us by the noise
and tho foole

My sorvant lad had romained on the Blind School porch but with "businoss”
so prosperous and so near ot hand, when he had an opportunity and could sco no plane
and be seen by nonme he came down inmto the dugoute I could sco him and so spoke to
him quictly and he came to where I sboads I asked about the bombs and hce said onc
had dropped just back of our house snd therc was some smoks from the corincr of our
housegs

Whon we thought theplanes had left "Judy", my hostess, and I ron up thru
tho house to where we found the upper porch full of dobris, its shutters thrown to
the ground, ctces And morc important, Judy was hurrying to where her bed was burning
onn the side porch. I happened to glance down and saw my bedding also in smokc and
blazss, so I hurriod thru the room to get the rosorve of bath water, which proved
to e emough to hold the smoldoring fires until leter after another few minutes in
the dugout while the “inspocticn plans" circled about, morc water could be broughte
iy mosquite not wns entirsly burned and my quilt about half and the spread vis
spattored with black stuff that won't wash oute (I had been using this silk-wadded
comforter for my mattross, thinking that by winter-timo I would be where I could get
a cotbon pad for that purpose, and the sille wadding would to into a Chincse gnrrment
I could woar as a dress by day, and throw over the bed at night as a comfortere It
will be thinmer nowl) This was the ncarest thet I had como in actual oxpericnce to
an incendiery bomb and it was interesting to note that damage was no Morc sSCveres
Apparently the spray would not start o blaze on wood alone but reguirsd paper or
ocloth +to sbart the blazo, and we were acar cnough at hand to get the firos in beddings
curtains, woll hangings, pillows, ote. put out before tho wood could catch on fire
from theme

Goc wos very good to us that morninge The bomb droppud in o treco. A fow
foot to one side it would havo hit a poor dugout crowded with Chinese mncighbors, a
fow feob the other would have boen a direct hit on the housc which would have beon
most disasbtorous. But while woe were saving what we could, and discovering how much
worse our damago might have beon, we wore conscious of fircs blazing all over the
city and onc particularly close to the chapols The planes werc thore but halfl an
hour about ninc A.M. but that ovening when we went out onto the street that had
beon demolishod, the heat from the fires was still so great we could not go some

.
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placos, aboult one third of tho city, and that included tho business streccects. Smoke
poured up over the city all afternoons There werc no places left for my shopping
expeditiond Tragic stories were told by mony during the next few days and also
many storics of God's providence and protection.

I do not think that I have ever boen in a more impressive worship service
than on the Sunday morning in the Anglican Church. Archdcacon Willinms proached
on "Porco of God" and both he and his interproter spoke in a wondorful monner. In
fact at dinner Mr. Williams told us that tho local pastor was very “"jih" -~ sorry
nc Bnglish word includes everything implied by thot -- worricd, cxcited, nervous
all arc included, but when the preacher who did the interproting cemc in, ho was so
calm and quict and said to the cther mon, "Why be so afraid?" W"God, our Father,
still loves us and will carc for us." And that was just the spirit with which he
- gave the message that morning.

Thero had been no time to talk with anyone or to bogin to make plans to come
on from the city and the "panic% having hit the city it would take "pull! to socure
any ticketse I was happy to have my host from Pucheng call and sey that they had
decided to come on and he had secured a boat and would be glad for me to accompany
thom againe So on Wednesday morning we made a "erack of dewn" start and that after-
noon I arrived here - this haven, which I am always tempted to spell "heaven", where
they have real beds, rumning water, and in some houscs cleetric refrigerators, re-
contly published books and radios.

Tt is borrificaelly hot herc now, as you well kmow, I now weigh 20 pounds
losse I fortunately have made a good recovery from the truck incident, and so far
have not hed a bout with malaria, and my dysentory attack did not prove serious, so
that I am fooling well, but tircds I look upon going to Shaowu as a place where I
will have threc lines of work: Am going on imvitation of Hangchow Univorsity to
assist them in English teaching and secroctarizl work; to be a "studont counscllor®
to our small group of Shanghai University students who will be taking work there,
hoping to proserve them as a nucleus for later University activities; and thore, if
anywhere, thoroe will be a chance to continuc some of the work with the Kinhwa Christ-
jan Council which has occupicd so much time these last six months. It will mean
probably having rooms in the girls! dormitory, a new temporary gtructurc, and load=-
ing a simple life, for I have nothing with which to set up "housekeoping" as we lived
in the paste I have one mapkin, four toaspoons, a paring knife, and a can-oponer,
but only one can of soup left, to begin "housekeeping"l It's going to bo fun seeing
how many local things can be adapted and how little onc can got along wi the

Today a young woman who had boen working in the Methodlst Institutional
Church in Huchow called on one. of the missionariss heres She told me that she had
gotton out of Huchow thru a hole in the wall at night, hed been but o fow days in
Kiniwa and loft thore on the 19th on the train thet was so badly bombede “hen I
have seen and experioncced the ¢ffects of a group »f nine cnomy bombs, I suppose that
it is but a tiny sample of the six hundred or eight hundred we hoar about at placcs
in Europc, but it does aid our imaginations to bother approciate what must be going
on ovor thorcs Oh, that it can soon ond and thoe people of the world prepared to
make peaces "This is my Father's World" continues to be onc of our favorite hymns
both in Bnglish and among the Chincsca.

-

Vory sincercly yours,

(signed) Ruth Mother

. 9
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Fukien Christian University
Shaowu, China

August 3, 1942

Dear “"F.C,Uesites" Abroad:

I have long intended writing you, but a heavy inertia, procrastination,
etcs, settled down on me with the beginning of the Pacific ware. For a month or
more we had no idea how to send letters. Then we learned they could go from Chung-
king to South Africa by air and on by surface transport. Now I understand they can
go all the way by air, But at a price, - $10.50 for 5 grams. 8o one letter will
have to serve all of you this time.. I'll send it to the Suttons and they can route
it to the various stops across the continent until it reaches Teddy and he can send
it to the Kelloggs. Beeman's letier postmarked September 15, 1941 arrived on
November 20« Nothing from Teddy since I wrote him on February 11 and acknowledged
all of his letters received to that date. Teddy I sold the $35 check, notified
your Mother through McClure and she said give it to your brother heres I notified
him but he has not called for it yet; amounts to $647.79. No word from Sutton
direct since his mail bag message, March 1941. Nothing from Neva except a short
letter o Ce Je, April 1941. Nothing from Kelloggs. July 1, 1941 seems to be the
last general letter I sent you. Air mail letters come through fairly well, but
almost no ordinary mail letters. No second class mail. Our most recent (?) maga-
zines bear dates in November 1941l. So we know next to mothing about how the war
is affecting American life, thought, reaction, response or what have you. Radio
news is our only source of information from the outside. We get San Francisco,
London, Moscow, etcCe

We are dumbfounded with the suddenness of the Pacific ware. We were
entirely cut off from funds until we could make connections through Chungking. But
the merchant we deal with here came to our rescue several times. Sending, receiving
rather, funds through Chungking is routine now, but rather slow. Our daily life is
not greatly affected by the Pacific war, except in ways already mentioned, such as
the lack of outside contacts, etc. We were already receiving almost nothing in the
way of supplies of any kind from the outsides When the remaining few sheets of
carbon, $3+50 per sheet, and two ribbons, around %100, give out I do not know what
T shall doe I am like Scarlet in "Gone With the Wind", I'1ll think of that tomorrow.
We have long since been using native paper entircly. The price of cverything con-
tinues to soar, but that of cloth, soap, matches, etc., more than foode Common blue
cloth which everybody uses now sells for #9 = $10 per ft. I paid .80¢ in the fall
of 1940 and had the feeling that I was being robbed! Soap $3 plus per small cake,
toilet soap $10 up, matches 70¢ a small box. Lard, sugar, meat, fowl all over $4,
flour §3 plus, eggs 50¢ - 60¢ each, rice $95 per load in Shaowu and from $160 -

#2300 in Foochow according to quality. We usually menage to get the barest neces-
sities, but not without struggle.

The Storrs' residence was destroyed by fire on December 7, defective flue
apparentlys Fire started while all the family was at church. Students on the cam-
pus saw the smoke and were there in a giffy. They saved a lot of stuff on the first
floor but nothing on the second where Bunice T. lived, Little by little she has
acquired a wardrobe from hither and yon, & minimum one of course. The house is
being rebuilt and Storrs-Thomas hope to move in early in September. Another build-
ing, & small one in the administrative group, Willard, was destroyed by fire in
February, defective wiring seemingly. We are rebuilding that as a class room build-
inge All other building is at a standstill except for remodeling and repairing, as
the situation is so uncertain.
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, Letter from Miss Eva M. Asher - page 2 | August 3, 1942

The Chekiang-Kiangsi campaign looked for a time as if it would spill
over into North Fukien. The first three weeks in June were rather tense ones for
use But we went right on thru final exams, baccalaureate, and commencement (June
14) in spite of the near panic all around uss I marvelled that the students took
it so calmly, especially in the midst of exams when it would have been a good
time for some flunkers to want to close school without exams, but not a word to
that effects On top of the heavy duties which usually accompany the close of the
school term, we were planning for a possible emergency. All departments packed and
sent away down river to Sun Chuan some of their most valuable equipment where it
st1ll is, but will be brought back the middle of this month. Then the old=time
question of whether to evacuate Shaowu or not to evacuate. The administration
advised those who felt they could not walk out at the last moment to take a "vaca~
tion" outside of Shaowu, and a fow did, but the usual summer force is on the job asof
yores liost of us, however, sent a minimum of summer and winter clothing with the
uiversity things to Sun Chuan, for should we had to leave at the last moment we
could have taken nothing with us to speak ofe Transportation, inecluding load-
carricers, collapses as soon as the rumors of an emergency are afloat, to say nothing
of the emergency itself. The Scotts, Miss Thomas and Mrse Storrs went to Sun Chuan
on June 23 and are now on their way back to Shaowu. Miss Thomas and Mrse Storrs
said they could not walk. Mr, Scott did not say he couldn't but everybody knew he
could notes Mre Scott had just had a bad case of malaris and intestinal trouble on
top of not being his usual strong and well self all year. They did not want to go
to Sun Chuan, but public opinion they say shoved them off! While down there Mr.
Scott went on to Nanping to consult Dr. Downie who thinks his difficulty can be
reached by diet - not an easy task, however, in Shaowu. He stopped losing weight
during the last ten months, but could not gain anything. He looks lank and weak,
though he carried a full schedules

In general we fecl that Shaéwu is no longer in immediate danger. How
long we shall feel that way is an open question of course, but neither an individual
nor an institution can stand still and see what is going to happen ~ have to keep
moving or just give up which we have no idea of doing--YET., We are expecting around
400 students, or more, this fall. We had 410 last fall and 318 this spring, We
were expecting around 600 this fall until the Chekiang-Kiangsi campaign interfered.
It may be that many students from those provinces cannot get here. Those here could
not go home this summer. Very few South Fukien students went home as a one-way trip
costs more than $1,000. Foochow students stayed here for the most part too on
account of the high cost of travel. Most students from occupied areas and whose
support had been coming from relatives from overseas found themsolves completely cut
off from family and support. But the Ministry of Education and the National Stu-
dent Relief Committee came to the rescue. MNMre Kieng Wen-Han of the NSRC was here in
June when we were discussing and planning for student relief work during the summer,
and he left $10,000 for that purpose. Students have to do some worke. Some are
digging trenches (air raid protection), gardening, washing dishes, etcs., on the cam-
pus, and others are directing various projects in villages outside the city. Those
entirely without other means have to have $70 per month which is a close shave. Stu-
dent board will be $60 per month this fall. Most of them will spend another $60
outside the dining room.

When Shanghai was occupied last December the Christian Colleges there con-
tinued to carry on to the end of the term. Then Shanghai University, Hangchow, and
Soochow began to meke plans to try to get oubs It turmed out that only the presi-

. dent of Shanghai University was interested in trying to move the institution to Free
“ China, so Hangchow and Soochow were the only two to make a definite move in that
Girections Dean Deniel C. Koo of Hangchow came out in January or February and set
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up a Shanghai Headquarters in Kinhwa, Chekiang. His duties were two=fold, first

to explore the possibilities of locations, etcs, and second to help students and
faculty members coming through the lines. At that time it was relatively easy to
get through the lines, not as educational people, but as merchantsi Dean Koo,
representing the Shanghai Universities, and Frank Price from Chengtu, representing
the China Christian Educational Association, came here in the latter part of
February to see about the possibilities of the Shanghai universities tying up

with us in some way. We came to some general understanding that we would welcome
the Shenchai wniversities to Shaowu but would not approve of duplication of work.
Their chief ambition was to preserve their identity. Dean Koo returned to Kinhwa
and was trying to get students and faculty out of Shanghai as fast as he could, but
very few succceded in getting out before the Chekiang campaign started oarly in May e
President Lee of Hangchow, Dean Koo, and several Soochow University reprosentatives,
including the newly appointed Vice-President T. L. Shen, came here early in May to
plan more in detail. At that time the general plan was to have two wnits, F.C.U.

as one unit responsible for the Colleges of Arts, Science, Agriculture, and the
Shanghai Unit (Hangchow and Soochow) responsible for the Colleges of Law, Commerce,
and Engineering and Sciences. They were not to duplicate our science, but could

add any departments,which we did not have. This was more or less on the basis of
the federation of two units which would operate as one institution. I think
Hoangehow was satisfied, but it did not suit Soochow so welle Then came the Chekiang-~
Kiangsi campaign which gave Shaowu generally the jitters. The Shanghai group hove-
ing no roots here could easily pull up and refugee elsewherc. They woent to Yenping,
though President Lee came back twice. Somo of their group much favorcd moving west
of the Hankow-Canton railroad so as to avoid being cut off from Chungking in case
Fukien Province should be invaded or surrounded. So the above plan was scrapped

and each institution left free to do as it saw fite A few days later, however, each
institution wrote us expressing its desire to come back to Shaowu and start school
in the fall, since Shaowu seemed fairly safe now., President Lee of Hangehow stated
that Hangchow would be glad to entrust its Arts College entirely to us, and they
themselves would run the Colleges of Commerce and Engineering. Vice-President T. L.
Shen of Soochow only said they would like to return but gave no indication on what
basiss So that is where the matter stands now. Though this morning I heard in-
directly that Soochow is going to move to Chengtu. Of course our Shanghai friends
have been through a great deal to have lived in occupied territory for several months
and then the experience of coming through the lines, etc.,, eté., so it is not
strange that they are not so much in love with Shaowu as we are. Our roots are

here and we camot lightly pull up and leave. They suggested that Hwa Nan and F.C.U.
move with them west of the Hankow-Canton railroad, but that did not appeal to us.

You will hear before this letter reaches you probably that Paul Wiant
left these parts for Americe more than a month ago, via India. Guy Thelin is plan-
ning to leave soon by about the same routes. The Caldwells are leaving Yenping
August 16 for Chengtu where Mr. Caldwell expects to have an eye operation. He is
fast losing his sight - cataracts. :

This sketchy letter will probably provoke more questions than it has
answered for you.

Sincerely,
/s/ Bva Asher

(Mimeographed for distribution in the United States by the office of the Associated
Boards for Christian Colleges in China, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Ya)




R ‘ Fukien Christian University
Shaowu, China

August 3, 1942

Dear “"F.C,Usites" Abroad:

I have long intended writing you, but a heavy inertia, procrastination,
etce, settled down on me with the beginning of the Pacific war. For a month or
more we had no idea how to send letters. Then we learned they could go from Chung~
king %o South Africa by air and on by surface transport. Now I understand they can
go all the way by air. But at a price, = $10.50 for 5 grams. So one letter will
have to serve all of you this time., I'1ll send it to the Suttons and they can route
it to the various stops across the continent until it reaches Teddy and he can send
it to the Kelloggs. Beeman's letter postmarked September 15, 1941 arrived on
November 20s Nothing from Teddy since I wrote him on February 1l and acknowledged
all of his letters received to that date. Teddy I sold the $35 check, notified
your Mother through McClure and she said give it to your brother here. I notified
him but he has not called for it yet; amounts to $647.79. No word from Sutton
direct since his mail bag message, March 1941l. Nothing from Neva except a short
letter to Ce Je, April 194l. Nothing from Kelloggs. July 1, 1941 seems to be the
last general letter I sent you. Air mail letters come through fairly well, but
almost no ordinary mail letters. No second class mail, Our most recent(?) maga-
zines bear dates in November 194l. So we know next to nothing about how the war
is affecting American life, thought, reaction, response or what have you. Radio
news is our only source of information from the outside. We get San Francisco,
London, Moscow, etc.

We are dumbfounded with the suddenness of the Pacific ware. We were

entirely cut off from funds until we could make comnections through Chungking. But
the merchant we deal with here came to our rescue several times. Sending, receiving
rather, funds through Chungking is routine now, but rather slow. Our daily life is
not greatly affected by the Pacific war, except in ways already mentioned, such as
the lack of outside contacts, etcs We were already receiving almost nothing in the
way of supplies of any kind from the outside. When the remaining few sheets of
carbon, $3.50 per sheet, and two ribbons, around $100, give out I do not know what

I shall doe I am like Scarlet in “Gone With the Wind", I'1ll think of that tomorrow.
We have long since been using native paper entircly. The price of cverything con-
tinues to soar, but that of cloth, soap, matches, etce, more than foods Common blue
cloth which everybody uses now sells for $9 - $10 per ft. I paid .80¢ in the fall
of 1940 and had the feeling that I was being robbedl Soap $3 plus per small cake,
toilet soap $10 up, matches 70¢ a small box. Lard, sugar, meat, fowl all over §4,
flour $3 plus, eggs 50¢ - B0¢ each, rice $95 per load in Shaowu and from $160 -

$300 in Poochow according to quality. We usually manage to get the barest neces~
sities, but not without struggle.

The Storrs' residence was destroyed by fire on December 7, defective flue
apparentlys Fire started while all the family was at church. Students on the cam~
pus saw the smoke and were there in a giffy. They saved a lot of stuff on the first
floor but nothing on the second where Eunice Tes lived. Little by little she has
acquired a wardrobe from hither and yon, a minimum one of course. The house is
being rebuilt and Storrs-Thomas hope to move in early in September. Another build-
ing, & small one in the administrative group, Willard, was destroyed by fire in
February, defective wiring seeminglys. We are rebuilding that as a class room build-
ings All other building is at a standstill except for remodeling and repairing, as
the situation is so uncertain.
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The Chekiang-Kiangsi campaign looked for a time as if it would spill
over into North Fukien. The first three weeks in June were rather tense ones for
use But we went right on thru final exams, baccalaureate, and commencement (June
14) in spite of the near panic all around us., I marvelled that the students took
it so calmly, especially in the midst of exams when it would have been a good
time for some flunkers to want to close school without exams, but not a word to
that effects On top of the heavy duties which usually eccompany the close of the
school term, we were planning for a possible emergency. All departments packed and
sent away down river to Sun Chuan some of their most valuable equipnent where it
still is, but will be brought back the middle of this month. Then the old=time
question of whether to evacuate Shaowu or not to evacuate. The administration
advised those who felt they could not walk out at the last moment to take a "vaca-
tion" outside of Shaowu, and a fow did, but the usual summer force is on the job asof
yores Most of us, however, sent a minimum of summer and winter clothing with the
university things to Sun Chuan, for should we had to leave at the last moment we
could have taken nothing with us to speak of. Transportation, ineluding load~-
carriers, collapses as soon as the rumors of an emergency are afloat, to say nothing
of the emergency itself. The Scotts, Miss Thomas and Mrs. Storrs went to Sun Chusn
on June 23 and are now on their way back to Shacwu. Miss Thomas and Mrss Storrs
said they could not walk. Mr. Scott did not say he couldn't but everybody knew he
could note Mre Scott had just had a bad case of malaria and intestinal trouble on
top of not being his usual strong and well self all year. They did not want to go
to Sun Chuan, but public opinion they say shoved them off! While down there Mr.
Scott went on to Nanping to consult Dr. Dowmie who thinks his difficulty can be
reached by diet - not an easy task, however, in Shaowu. He stopped losing weight
during the last ten months, but could not gain anything. He looks lank and weak,
though he carried a full schedule,

In general we fecl that Shaowu is no longer in immediate danger. How
long we shall feel that way is an open question of course, but neither an individual
nor en institution can stand still and see what is going to happen - have +o keep
moving or just give up which we have no idea of doing--YET. We are expecting around
400 students, or more, this fall. We had 410 last fall and 318 this spring. We
were expecting around 600 this fall until the Chekiang-Kiangsi campaign interfered.
1t may be that many students from those provinces cannot get here. Those here could
not go home this summer. Very few South Fukien students went home as a one~way trip
costs more than $1,000. Foochow students stayed here for the most part too on
account of the high cost of travel. Most students from occupied areas and whose
support had been coming from relatives from overseas found themselves completely cut
off from family and support. But the Ministry of Education and the National Stu-
dent Relief Committee came to the rescue. Mre Kiang Wen-Han of the NSRC was here in
June when we were discussing and planning for student relief work during the summer,
and he left $10,000 for that purpose. Students have to do some works Some are
digging trenches (air raid protection), gardening, washing dishes, etce, on the cam-
pus, and others are directing various projects in villages outside the city. Those
entirely without other means have to have $70 per month which is a close shave. Stu-
dent board will be $60 per month this falle. Most of them will spend another $60
outside the dining room.

When Shanghai was occupied last December the Christian Colleges there con-
tinued to carry on to the end of the term. Then Shanghai University, Hangchow, and
Soochow began to make plans to try to get outs It turned out that only the presi-
dent of Shanghai University was interested in trying to move the institution to Free

. China, so Hangehow and Soochow were the only two to make a definite move in that

Girections Dean Daniel C. Koo of Hangchow came out in January or February and set
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up a Shanghai Headquarters in Kinhwa, Chekiang. His duties were two=-fold, first
to explore the possibilities of locations, etc., and second to help students and
faculty members coming through the lines. At that time it was relatively easy to
get through the lines, not as educational people, but as merchants§ Dean Koo,
ﬁ representing the Shanghai Universities, and Frank Price from Chengtu, representing
f the China Christian Educational Association, came here in the latter part of
? February to see about the possibilities of the Shanghai universities tying up
with us in some way. We came to some gemeral understanding that we would welcome
the Shanchai universities to Shaowu but would not approve of duplication of work.
Their chief ambition was to preserve their identity. Dean Koo returned to Kinhwa
and was trying to get students and faculty out of Shanghei as fast as he could, but
g very few succoecded in getting out before the Chekiang campaign started early in May.
§‘ President Lee of Hangchow, Dean Koo, and several Soochow University rcpresentatives,
2 including the newly appointed Vice-President Ts Le Shen, came here early in May to
plan more in details At that time the general plan was to have two units, F.C.U.
as one unit responsible for the Colleges of Arts, Science, Agriculture, and the °
Shanghai Unit (Hangchow and Soochow) responsible for the Colleges of Law, Commerce,
and Engineering and Sciences. They were not to duplicate our science, bub could
add any departments which we did not have. This was more or less on the basis of
the federation of two units which would operate as one institution. I think
Hangchow was satisfied, but it did not suit Soochow so well. Then came the Chekiang-
Kiangsi campaign which gave Shaowu generally the jitters. The Shanghai group hav-
g ing no roots here could easily pull up and refugee elsewhere. They went to Yenping,
i though President Lee came back twice. Some of their group much favored moving west
of the Hankow-Canton railroad so as to avoid being cut off from Chungking in case
Fukien Province should be invaded or surroundeds So the above plan was scrapped
and each institution left free to do as it saw fite A few days later, however, each
institution wrote us expressing its desire to come back to Shaowu and start school
in the fall, since Shaowu seemed fairly safe now. President Lee of Hangchow stated
that Hangchow would be glad to entrust its Arts College entirely to us, and they
themselves would run the Colleges of Commsrce and Engineering. Vice-President T. L.
Shen of Soochow only said they would like to return but gave no indication on what
basise S0 that is where the matter stands now. Though this morning I heard in-
directly that Soochow is going to move to Chengtu. Of course our Shanghai friends
have been through a great deal to have lived in occupied territory for several months
and then the experience of coming through the lines, etc., etce, so it is not
strange that they are not so much in love with Shaowu as we are. Our roots are
here and we cannot lightly pull up and leave., They suggested that Hwe Nan and F.C.U.
move with them west of the Hankow-Canton railroad, but that did not appeal to use.

R

You will hear before this letter reaches you probably that Paul Wiant
left these parts for America more than a month ago, via India. Guy Thelin is plan-
ning to leave soon by about the same route. The Caldwells are leaving Yenping
August 16 for Chengtu where Mr. Caldwell expects to have an eye operation. He is
fast losing his sight = cataracts.

This sketehy letter will probably provoke more guestions than it has
answered for youe

Sincerely,

/s/ Eva Asher

(Mimeographed for distribution in the United States by the office of the Associated
Boards for Christian Colleges in China, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Ys)
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NOTES ON THE OPENING (F THE FALL THERM, 1842

FUKIEN CHRISTIAW UNIVERSITY
SHAOWU, FUKIEN, CHINA

There were grave doubts in the minds of many who left our campus in June,
1942, that they might expect to see it againe. At that time news items from the
military campaign in adjoining provinces ecame with the fateful sequence of the open-
ing chapter of Jobs All who could,left the campus and a selection of the most valu-
able equipment was sent elsewhere for safekeeping. We count it high good fortune to
have been able to re-open with & larger student body than last yeare. DMany of these
students overcame extremely difficult conditions of travels Practically ail had to
mke serious adjustments in budgets to.meet the rising living costse But here they
ares DBach evening the great library reading room shows hundreds of dark heads bent
over the precious materials that contain the light and knowledge for the future
these youths are going to build.

ENROLIMENT DATA, FALL TERM, 1942

Women Men Totals

Freshman 20 141 161
Sophomore 34 99 133
Junior 23 - 47 70
Senior. 9 25 34
Special 1 _7 8
' 87 319 4006

LISTED BY COLLEGES AND DEPARTMENTS

Freshe Soph. June Sene Totals
COLLEGE OF ARTS 128
Chinese 14 3 5 1 23
History ) 6 3 18
e stern Language 17 20 9 2 48
Education 14 19 6 39
COLLECE OF SCIENCE 118
Physics 12 8 1 4 20
Chemistry 34 16 5 4 59
Biology 12 12 7 7 38
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE ’ 152
Agronomy 6 16 6 2 30
Horticulture 11 9 2 3 25
Rural Economics 46 . 29 13 9 a7
Special 8

ShetveBemren

406

Fukien Christian University is sharing its campus with another refugee in-
stitutiones That is Hangchow University. By a plan evolved during the spring of
1942 a federated university was projecteds One unit was to consist of Soochow
Univ:vsity and Hangchow University, the other unit, Fukien Christian University.

o
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Due to various reasons, Soochow decided to go wlsewhores At the time of decision
Shuowu seomad a quite unsafe place in which to initiate a new venturee It finally
become possible, however, for dangchow to plan to move here. The seventy odd stu-
dents that wore able to come to Hangchow share the facilities of Fukien Christian
Gaivorsity until such time as their temporary buildings may be readye Many features
of cuupus Lifc are carried on in common, and therc is a working agreocment therchy
clagses in cither institution mey be utilized by students of tho other.

Barollment data show no Freshmen in the Education Departments The reason
is not lack of applicants, in spite of the prosent finamcial attractiveness of many
othor lines of work, the ancient Chinese passion for education producod the usual
crop of those desiring to major in that ficld. The Ministry of Education, however,
sent an order to ccase receiving new students. This was not due to critiecism of the
quality of work being done - the department had 68 students and gix full professors
at the time the ordsr arrived, - but te the goverament's policy of centering el l
teacher training in normal collepes and scliools conducted directly by the government
itSC 1fe

Plans are boing worked out calling for a Dopartment of Rural fducation. Its
cunbral purpose would be the development of leaders for the many necded tasks of
rural reconstruction, including agriculturel cducation, social work, religious
leadership, and like taskse. 1f the plan is approved by the Ministry the new departe
ment will be initiited next year.

Witlh the outbreak of the Pacific war, the stream of magazines and books that
keep us in touch with scholarly and culbural progress in other rrts of the world
was abruptly cut off. Magazines in Chinese ure of course still being produced withe=
in this cowitrye. This serious loss carmot be obviated as long as the war lasts.
There are, however, compensations. Rescarch is driven to local problcmse Thsre is
now occasion for going back to the classics of humen thought in the library we arc
fortunate onough to have. Thoro is now stimulus to write down valuable accrctions
of oxpericnce the busy years may have brought. And we have the radio for which ‘o
be thankful daily, and a wockly, mimocographod in Chungking by the Amprican Embassy
and ofton conbtaining reprints from megezincs received thore by airmail from the
Statose Inbollecetual progress, however stymicd by the turn of evonts, is still
possiblos

Ono rosult of high printing costs has been tho appearance on many points of
the compus of "wallpapcers". Thosc arc not for decorative but for literary purposcse.
Tho torm, token literally from the Chinese, is applied to writings posted in a pub-
lic place for passers=-by to rcade It proves possible to carry on vigforous intor-
changc of opinion betwcon representativces of varying points of vicwe Those literary
venturcs result from the impulse to sclf-expression that all youth cxperience and
which seems to boe cspecially stimuls ted when the delicate point of tho Chinese brush
is dipped in coal-black ink and allowed to flsw along the century-old lines of the
jdeographs tha +t make up the Chinesc language. But the ideas exprosscd are by no
means all centuries old. :

"How con I mek: more real friends™? This "interest" was shown in a study
made not long since in Chinese schools to be the dominant one of youth, of all levels
in school and equally of both sexess Onc surc road to friendship is found in the
fellowship of kindred mindse The religious program of the current term has pro-

(27 ,,s,
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vided for o renewed emphasis on fellowship groups. An hour cach Sunday evening

is reserved for them, They meet usually in the homes of their respoctive faculty
ndvisorse There is ample @vidence that these intimate groups, centered on fellow-
ship Bible study, and helping cach other on the high pilgrimage of the college
years, prove a vagtly steadying influence to many of those who must meet the im=
pact of shattering political events, centrol the yeesty ferment of now intcllect-
wel insights, f£ind the %trail of 1ife when so mamy of the old beacons have dis-
appea.rods
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NOTES ON THE OPENING QF THE FALL TERM, 1942

FUKTEN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
SHAOWD, FUKIEN, CHINA

There were grave'doubts in the minds of many who left our campus in June,
1942, that they might expect to see it againe At that time news items from the
military campaign in adjoining provinces ceme with the fateful sequence of the open=-
ing chapter of Jobe All who could left the campus and a selection of the most valu~
able equipment was sent elsewhere for safekeeping. We count it high good fortune to
have been able to re-open with a larger student body than last yeare. Many of these
students overcame extremely difficult conditions of travels. Practically all had to
mke serious adjustments in budgets to meet the rising living costse But here they
ares Each evening the great library reading room shows hundreds of dark heads bent
over the precious materials that contain the light and knowledge for the future
these youths are going to build.

ENROLLMENT DATA, FALL TERM, 1942

4 Women Men Totals
Freshman : 20 141 T 161
Sophomore 34 99 133
Junior 23 47 70
Senior 9 25 34
Special 1 7 8

e L] sy -y

37 319 406

LISTED BY COLLEGES AND DEPARIVENTS

Freshe Soph. June Sen. Totals

COLLECE OF ARTS
Chinese 14 & _ 23
History r ) 13
tfestern Language 7 43
Bducatlion |

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE
Physics
Chemistry
Biology

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
Agronomy
Horticulture
: Rural Economics
Special 8

406

Fukien Christian University is sharing its campus with another refugee in-
stitutions That is Hangchow University. By a plan evolved during the spring of
1942 a federated university was projectoed. One unit was to consist of Soochow
University and Hangchow University, the other unit, Fukien Christian University.
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Due to various reasons, Soochow decided to 50 elsewheres At the time of decision
Shaowu seemed a quite unsafe place in which to initiate a new venturee It finally
become possible, however, for Hangchow to plan to move here. The seventy odd stu-
dents that were able to come to Hangechow share the facilities of Fukien Christian
University until such time as their temporary buildings may be ready. Many features
of campus life are carried on in common, and there is a working agreement thereoby
classes in either institution mey be utilized by students of the other:

Barollment date show no Froshmen in +the Education Departmonts The reuson
is not lack of applicants, in spite of the present financial atbtractivencss of many
othor lines of work, the ancient Chincse passion for education produccd the usual
crop of those desiring to major in that field. The Ministry of Educatiorn, however,
sent an order to ccase recelving new studentse This was not due to criticism of the
quality of work being done - the department had 68 students and sgix full professors
at the time the order arrived, - but to the government's policy of centering al l
teacher training in normal colleges and schools conducted directly by the government
itsclf,

Plens are being worked out calling for a Department of Rural Rducation. Its
central purpose would be the development of leaders for the many necded tasks of
rural reconstruction, ineluding agricultural cducation, social work, religious
leadership, and like tasks. If the plan is approved Ly the Ministry the new departe
ment will be initiated next year.

With the outbreak of the Pacific war, the stream of magazines and books that
keep us in touch with scholarly and cultural progress in other parts of the world
was abruptly cut offe. MNMagazines in Chinese are of course still being produced withe
in this countrye. This serious loss cammot be obviated as long as the war lasts.
There are, however, compensations. Rescarch is drivon to local probloms. There is
new occasion for going back to the classics of human thought in the library we are
fortunato ondugh to haves, There is now stimulus to write down valuable accretions
of cxpericnec the busy ycars may have brought. And we have the rodio for which to
be thankful daily, and a weekly, mimcographed in Chungking by the Am rican Embassy
and often containing reprints from magnzines received thore by airmail from the
Statose Intellcetual progress, howsver stymicd by the turn of events, is still
possiblcs

One rosult of high printing costs has been the appearance on many points of
the campus of "wallpapers". Thesc are not for decorative but for literary purposcs.
The torm, teken literally from the Chinesc, is applied to writings posted in a pub-
Iic place for passers-by to rcads It proves possible to carry on vigorous intor-
change of opinion betwoen representatives of varying points of viewe Thosge literary
venturcs result from the impulse to self-expression that all youth cxperience and
which seems to be cspecially stimula ted whon the delicate point of tho Chinese brush
is dipped in coal-black ink and allowed to flow along the contury-old lines of the
ideographs tha t make up the Chinesc languages But the ideas exprossed are by no
means all conturies old.

"How can I male more roal friends®? This "interest" was shown in a study
made not long since in Chinese schools to be the dominant one of youth, of all levels
in school and equally of both sexes. Opme sure road to friendship is found in the
fellowship of kindred mindse. The religious program of the current torm has pro-
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vided for a renewed emphasis on fellowship groups. An hour cach Sunday evening

is rescrved for theme They meet usually in the homes of their respective faculty
advisorss There is ample evidence that these intimate groups, centered on fellow-
ship Bible study,; and helping each other on the high pilgrimage of the college
vears, prove a vastly steadying influence to many of those who must meet the im=-
pact of shattering political events, control tho yeasty ferment of new intcllect-
val insights, find the trail of life when so many of the old beacons havc dis-
appearods




November 25, 1942

Mre Co Ee EV&HS,
150 Fifth Avenue,
New York City, N.Y.

Dear Mr., Evans:

We have received a telegram from Mr. E. He Cressy, Chungking, asking us
to send you the estimates of our 1943-44 budget to reach you before January 3l. We
are enclosing a copy of our estimated income and expenses. You will note that the
income is based on the current year's income, and the expenses are based on the
current year's expenses plus a 25% increase in faculty and staff salaries and
allowances and a 40% increase in office and departmental expenses. You will note
that on this basis we have a defiecit of LC$289,076,.10, or approximately US$16,000,

As you can easily see this proposed increase of 25% and 40%, respectively,
for the period in question camnot be other than e pure guess. The rise of the
price of things during the last two years has been very great, and during the last
few months especially we have experienced considerable hardships., The tendeney
seems to be a continued rise. What conditions will be in a year and a half from
now cannot be predicted. OQur proposed percentages of increase are certainly the
minimum as we would need that much increase almost right now to give some relief to
our members., On the other hand, we do not like to give too large a figure which
might discourage our supporters, We are asking therefore that if the average
increase to the other Christian educational institutions in China is more than we
have proposed that you increase .ours proportionately,

Since mail is so uncertain, and we want you to be sure to have this
information in good time, we are asking you to kindly cable us if you receive our
estimates by or before the middle of January. If you cable "estimates received"
we shall understand. If we have not heard from you by the middle of January, we
shall cable you as much of this information as we cane But if you can let us know
by cable that you have received it it will save us the expense of a long cable
while yours will be short.

The university work has been going on quite normally. We are calling
the annual meeting of our Board of Managers on December 5 in Foochow, and the
proposed budget estimetes will be submitted to them for their approval. We are
sending the estimates to you first in order that they may reach you in time for
your plan, and too because our Board of Managers will probably not make many changes
es this is only tentative and none of us can make an accurate guess. We hope very
much, however, that our Trustees will seriously study our needs and make plans,
particularly on the financial side, to help us carry on the work after the end of
the war., It does not seem that prices will go back to those of former days and
the demands for Christian Education will certainly be greatly increased by that time.
Fukien has been running e very conservative policy of a steady growth rather than
phenomenal expansione As I wrote you sometime ago we could easily have 1000
students if we were willing to sacrifice our present quality of work in both teach-
ing forces and physical accomodations. It means that our budget will probably have
to be maintained on the basis of a 25% increase of the present amount, and sufficient
regular income should be planned for.

Yours sincerely,

/s/ C. d. Lin




FUKIEN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
Shaowu, Fukien, China

December 1, 1942

Dear Teachers and Friends:

It 1s almost six months since I wrote you last May after my return from a
visit to Chungking, The peace and safety of Shaowu were threatened in the early
summer on account of war in Chekiang ond Kiangsi, Gradually the crisis passed
and we again think of Shaowu as a safe place,

Mr. Wilkie's visit in esrly October has left profound impression in the
minds of many people in China, He, like missionaries acting as messengers of
peace and good=will, has brought America and China closer, In a time like this,
we feel keenly the immeasurable value of real Christian fellowship, international
good=will and mutual understending developed through actual living, working and
sharing between missioneries and nationals, A new, peaceful, Jjust, and free
world should be built on the established foundation of Christian missions. We
Christians should be missionaries of the Church of Christ of the world., This
war has revealed to us the vision and opportunity for the unfinished tbask,

We are experiencing more and more the sting of the war, first through de-
struction of war and refugeeing life, and now we are going through a state of
tight economic pressure, Many factors have sent prices skyrocketing. We figure
that $500 now is worth less than $15 pre=war time, Economic control and ration
are only on the paper, China has no experience in managing wartime economy,
Salaried class is placed on the spot, Many students are under-nourished. Be-
ginning from January 1943 High School and college students are being applied con-
scription law, In the past students were excused from military service, Anyway,
we are thankful that we still survive and have the privilege of sharing in the
important work at this great time of ours. Cost what it may, our work must be
pushed on,

Last July I was asked by the university to go with a group of 35 students
to participate in government competitive examinations held at Amoy University,
Changting, West Fukien. In Fukien area, seven colleges and universities took
part, This 1s & nationwide examination system for university students, On my
return journey, I stopped at Sanyuan (training camp site) to give a series of
lectures to a group of 400 college and high school students attending summer
camp under the auspices of the Three Pcople Principles Youth Corps.,

Gifts you people sent this year have been greatly appreciated and have
come to meet pressing, timely and constructive needs. We do also feel that
these gifts have come with warm fellowship and friendship.

This will be the 6th Christmas after the war, It seems ‘that this one is
more meaningful than previous ones, Delia joins in sending CHRISTMAS GREETINGS.
Please remember us to friends far and near,

Sincerely yours,

Léyvﬁfmo«awg"éi..

Lin kwan-te (David)
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In the spring of 1937 Fukien Christian University was known
in China as a small institution of high standing whose influence
was limited prlmarﬂy to its own provmce The enrollment, purposely

restrlcted to men and women of t‘1e highest quality, was only 169.

Today, after nearly five years of bitter and exhausting war,
the University is probably the most rapidly growing institution of
higher learning in China. Hundreds of applicants, many of them
refugees from remote provinces, are seeking admission. In spite of
the limitations imposed by a refugee campus, and makeshift facili-
ties, 403 students have found safety in Shaowu, and a chance to
prepare for leadership in the China of tomorrow.

This represents a growth in five war years of 238 percent.
It is interesting to compare this figure with an average growth of
about seven per cent for all the universities of China, and an average
increase in enrollment for the thirteen Christian Colleges of 38
per cent. '

Enrollment figures in themselves are without great significance.
Here they indicate an immense increase in public service, and in

‘Christian prestige, during the darkest hours of’ the Chinese people.

Out of sufferlng has come new strength.
We are reminded of the hidden truths of Samson’s riddle:

“Out of the eater came forth méat,

And out of the strong came forth sweetness.”




The Student Christian Association meets on a
hill top mear the war time campus at Shaowu.

We are reprinting the enclosed article with the permission
of School and Society. Dr. Scott here presents vividly the
problems connected with living and teaching in Free China.

By
RODERICK SCOTT

AN AMERICAN PROFESSORIN A PROFESSOR OF PHILOSOPHY AND

REFUGEE CHINESE COLLEGE

ReconsTRUCTION must accompany de-
fense in China—and for youth, reconstruec-
tion is education. Life in the big centers
of China is dangerous. Hence there came a
general order more than two years ago to
move schools to places of relative safety.

When the suggestion was made that
Fukien Christian University be moved up
country to Shaowu, some 300 miles from
Foochow, with part of the way through
dangerous rapids, I was one of those who
said, ‘It can’t be done!’’ You might move
a high school 300 miles to a remote valley
on the border of the provinee, I admitted,
but you can’t move a college. There is not
only the problem of transporting or remak-
ing the physical equipment—the library,
laboratories, work shops, the houses for
students and faculty—I argued, but there
is the danger in moving that, when you
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unload the trucks at Shaowu, you will find
that the ‘‘college,”’ that indefinable spirit
which comes to be identified with campus
and buildings, has been left behind!

But the old roles have been reversed in
China—which shows how far the missionary
business has gone there. Formerly, they
said, ‘It can’t be done,’”” and we did it;
now we said, ‘‘It ecan’t be done,”” and they
did it! And how well!

The Chinese have recovered their long
dead pioneering passion ; for were they not
once inventors of things that changed his-
tory for Europe, if not, alas, for themselves
—the compass, paper, gunpowder and por-
celain ¢

My colleagues here in refugee Fukien
Christian University bear upon their faces
the joy of men who have seen their dreams
come true. It can not be otherwise with the
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country’s leaders in Chungking. That is

one reason the Chinese can not be beaten;

the pioneer is an irresistible man.

‘With this passion to master an environ-
ment unfavorable to study goes a remark-
able absence of complaint such as one does
not associate with college faculties in either
China or western countries. This sleepy old
town, with its cobbled streets and its conser-
vative and slow-moving inhabitants, is so
tucked away in the hills as to be, up to the
present, inaccessible to the enemy. This
same isolation has made it difficult of access
for friends, for goods and for ideas.

The crowded quarters, the makeshift
apartments, the lack of equipment, the
dearth of text-books, poor paper (imagine
correcting compositions on semi-porous
paper!), the cold, the high cost of living,
the things that can be had and the things
that can not be bought are listed as hard-
ships at Shaowu, not by my Chinese col-
leagues, but by myself. They are too busy
overcoming them, or ignoring them.

Of course the new pioneers of Shaowu
owe much to the old ones—the American
Board missionaries, whose vision led them,
as far back as 1880, to start building a mis-
sion plant in this conservative old town.
There are two schools, a hospital and resi-
dences belonging to the mission. What a
science hall the hospital now makes, with
its wards for laboratories and its private
rooms for offices! The university has
already added eight or ten buildings of its
own to the existing plant.

Although we shall be in Shaowu but a
short time—‘for the duration of the war’’
—we still must serve and conserve, not
simply take. So a scientific study of the
community, its physical and human re-
sources, has been of high educational value.
‘We used to thrust our graduates into new
places without experience in studying the
localities they were to serve. The old cam-
pus in Foochow was perhaps too socially
isolated.

SCHOOL AND SOCIETY

Next comes contact with, and service for,
the people. This goes more slowly and not
every one realizes that this contact and ser-
vice is that reconstruction of China that
the national motto calls for, namely, ‘‘Re-
sist the war but reconstruct the nation.’’

‘What we, Mrs. Scott and myself, least
expected as we came back to China after
furlough was normal college life in this
refugee town. We were obsessed with war.
Our experiences in Japan, in Shanghai and
in running the blockade had done nothing
to lessen this feeling. But here on the
campus, it is occasionally possible to forget
the war. There are plenty of difficulties of
course. For example, there are new faculty
members who are unfamiliar with tradi-
tions. There are students from other prov-
inces who have little sympathy with our
aims. The new, often bewildering and far
more rigid regulations of the Ministry of
Eduecation contribute to these difficulties.
Then there is the remoteness of both the
nation and the world making it easy to grow
stagnant. There is the absence of any place
to go, no city, no excitement, few news-
papers, no movies.

Yet the students, even more than the
faculty, have made their own life. This
centers in the growth of activities, such as
clubs. The English Club, the largest in our
history, boasts a membership larger than
any other except the Student Christian
Association. The Four School Club unites
alumni from rival high schools. The Chem-
istry Club visits key industries across the
border in Kiangsi. The Biology Club takes
a trip to Kuatung, near the Bohea hills,
which has been called the scientist’s para-
dise because of the abundance and variety
of the flora and fauna there. The Fukien
Culture Club is working on the archeology
of the area. '

But its music—that is the great source
of entertainment and, indeed, of culture.
How valiantly a succession of young in-
structors, former members of Mrs. Scott’s
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classes, have tried to maintain her musie
standards and satisfy the demands for en-
tertainment and expression.

The religious life of the ecampus is very
wholesome. Chapel attendance—which is
wholly voluntary—has increased. The ser-
vices are led in turn by teachers and stu-
dents, and are deeply devotional in spite
of the fact that the only chapel is an out-
door assembly hall which must funetion as
a classroom and a piano practice room at
all other hours of the day.

We are celebrating Fukien Christian
University’s 25th anniversary. A refugee
college? Yes, yet Fukien-Christian-Univer-
sity-in-Shaowu is decidedly a going concern.
In celebration of this anniversary we are
trying to raise money for additional schol-
arships for the Christian constituency from
which half of our students eome. This
constituency is getting poorer and poorer,
but college education means much for their
sons and daughters. An American dollar
at the present exchange is worth $17 in
Chinese money.

‘When our college moved up country,
Mrs. Scott and I were left behind in Foo-
chow to guard the old campus. Then we
went home on our regular furlough. Our
return this fall, therefore, was to the new
home in Shaowu. ‘‘Returns’’ are always
difficult. But this was trebly so. We had
never known ‘‘life in the country’’ in
China, nor life in the interior, nor the
deprivations of life in war time. To be sure
we had had a year and a half of war in
Foochow.

The journey back to China this time was
the longest and the hardest of our four
Oriental trips. There was a long delay in
Kobe, Japan, too great a hurry in Shanghai
and some pretty dire physical experiences.
Our 25 to 30 pieces of baggage were a never-
ending headache. We had to carry more
than ever before since imports are at a low
ebb and freighting next to impossible. In

Vou. 54, No. 1409

Shanghai, on the way in, most of our two
days were spent in a wild race between the
boat office, the customs office, the consul’s
office, the Mission treasurer’s office, the
docks and the stores. The new exchange,
17 to 1, was a shock. But by the last after-
noon I found myself buying a new fountain
pen for $63 without a tremor.

The coastal trip, which included running

the blockade, was exciting but somewhat of

an ordeal physically. The only cabin we
could get was the boatswain’s and while it
did fairly well inside it was a long distance
from everything else. Many times a day
we had to thread our way through canyons
of cargo and over the guy ropes that held it
down and by and among the swarming deck
passengers who lived and slept all over the
place, even under the dining-room table.
But the upper deck was clear, the sea fairly
calm, the captain affable and the boat fast.

On the second night we dropped anchor
eight miles off shore. Apparently we had
escaped detection.

About the third day we disembarked,
hired a fishing junk and transported our
party and part of the baggage to the local
port. There we shifted to a broken-down
launch for a slow seven-mile trip up a wind-
ing ereek where we put in three nights with
missionary friends before we could go on
to Foochow. The next day I had to go back
to the ship for the rest of the baggage and
the eight-mile sail was made in a junk
which nearly keeled over in a monsoon.

We started at five o’clock one morning
for a 20-mile chair ride and a four-hour
launch ride to Foochow where we examined
the old campus before going on to Shaowu.
They had rebuilt the bombed areas in
Foochow, but the city was dead. During
this stop-over in Foochow we experienced
our first real taste of ‘‘war diet.”” For six
days we took it ‘‘straight on the chin’’ or
rather in the mouth—sugarless, saltless,
flourless, butterless, milkless, jamless—
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otherwise good. Some of the articles were
not impossible to get—only difficult. White
sugar is contraband and salt and rice are
rationed. Shanghai is the last source of
coffee and jam. There is no vinegar and
there are no pickles.

‘When we finally started up the Min River
on the last lap of our journey we had a fast
boat that laughed at the Min Rapids like a
Yangtze steamer going through the gorges.
The scenery of the upper Min is superb and
we really enjoyed this part of the journey.
The second afternoon we went to Yenping,
which is an important town on the junection.
It looks like a boom town in a Western
movie, partly because it is rebuilding from
a big fire and partly because it is the last
town going eastward in free territory.

We spent two nights here waiting to get
bus seats for the Shaowu run. What a trip!
The busses have Ford engines but there the
resemblance to ‘‘travel by Greyhound’’
ceases. For the first hour we could enjoy
the magnificent scenery as the road winds
along a mountain stream like a miniature
Bear Mountain drive. We tried to imagine
the early missionaries painfully poling up
that stream, taking ten days to our ten
hours. '

But after that, our own discomfort oceu-
pied the erawling miles. There was a thick
oily dust over and under everything. Our
baggage, the most of which was on the roof,
was a sight. In some small towns we
thought surely the low arches of the walls
would scrape off some of it. We stopped
twice, once to mend the horn and once to tie
the single door shut with a piece of string.
Our precious seats had not been built with
any such thing as the human anatomy in
mind. No ‘““body by Fisher’’ about that

conveyance.

At Kienyang we had a blessed hour’s rest
for lunch, only to hear at the last the cry,
¢‘Change busses.”” This is done success-
fully only by having some member of the
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party crawl through the window while the
crowd rushes the door. I am over six feet
tall! TLuckily our cook was traveling with
us and was small enough to get through the
window.

The new bus was worse if anything than
the other one. But the run was shorter.
I'll say nothing of the marrow wooden
bridges and the sharp turns. At the end
we got out stiffly, shook off what we could
of the dust and got into town before the
reception committee was mobilized. A week
later our baggage arrived in driblets and
three weeks later our freight came from
Foochow.

Shaowu is a typical Chinese interior

town. It is not without beauty. It is a
square-walled city lying in a wide alluvial
plain surrounded by mountains. The dis-
triet seems to grow cobble stones of all sizes,
used in walls, foundations and for the
streets. The streets resemble those of a
medieval town and are most grievously hard
on shoe leather.
- From our house, which is made of pressed
mud and whitewashed, we get a view across
the plain to the hill beyond. 'We have no
modern plumbing, no electrie lights and no
modern means of communication. The par-
titions in our house are of boards. We have
four rooms, two up and two down. We
heat by a fireplace and a Sears stove. Dur-
ing the fall the mornings are pretty cold—a
thick white mist shuts everything out until
ten o’clock. It reminds us of the moving
pictures, ‘‘Wuthering Heights’’ and ‘‘The
Hound of the Baskervilles.”” TUntil late
December, it gets fairly warm by noon.
Our classrooms are unheated. We could
bring only one spring bed and four folding
chairs with us, but we have desks, tables
and cupboards made out of local soft wood
and chairs fashioned from bamboo.

I said there were no electric lights—I
should correct that by adding that our en-
terprising Chinese president succeeded in
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unearthing an abandoned dynamo, pur-
chased a Ford engine driven by charcoal
and thus lighted the library.

Physically we are pretty well off. ‘I
suppose,’”’ one of my friends writes, ‘‘that,
being so far from the stores, you live out of
cans.”” Cans? Cans! We do have some
precious American cans but how shall we
ever decide that any occasion is important
enough to open one of them? For local
food, there is an abundance of vegetables,
a good deal of fruit but very little meat
save goat meat. And there are no white
potatoes because the crops failed. The
Mohammedans, of whom we have quite a
number, have had of old the privilege of
killing a beef once a week. But we Chris-
tians have had beef only twice in two
months.

We have to refine our own salt and we
must somehow secure the day’s butter,
cream and milk from one quart of milk.

And how we preserve seraps of bond
paper—we must not wish for a ten-cent
store! These deprivations and inconven-
iences are ‘‘the war’’ for us in Shaowu.
There have been as yet no ‘‘visitations’’ in
this quiet valley, but a shelter lies only six
steps from our door.

The thing that is hardest for us is the iso-
lation after American life with its meaning-
ful connections. We get accustomed to the
cold and even the darkness when during
December there are fewer than twelve hours
of daylight daily. It takes mail two months
to get in and magazines arrive in any order
and in any condition. But that they arrive
at all is nothing short of a miracle. We
have a small radio but there is too much
interference to get good reception.

For books we’re pretty well off. Books
for some reason come in quickly and easily.
What we need are English Bibles, small
Testaments, American Revised or Moffat’s.
The students’ demand for these has quite
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outrun our supply. If it should occur to
any of our friends in America occasionally
to wrap up a copy of Life or The American
Magazine and commit it to the hypothetical
mails for us, we should be much delighted.
Our college library has a fairly good supply
of serious English magazines but we are a
bit short on light literature. "We have here
thirteen Americans, and nearly as many
Chinese who have been abroad, so there is
no danger of duplication.

In the old days we ran a philosophy
major with an English minor, from which
graduates went either to teach English or
to go into some sort of religious work; a
few went on to graduate study to teach
philosophy. In the past year the Ministry
of Education has been attempting to regu-
late all the colleges in the general direction
of the practical, and against the liberal, in
education. Among other things is this:
nearly 75 hours in the major and no minors.
We have saved an English department but
lost philosophy and mathematics. Mean-
while, English has grown in importance.
The government colleges have been forced
by conditions to give up their English
mostly. I teach in addition one philosophy
and one logic course. To count as a Chinese
university, you must have three ‘‘colleges’’
—ours are Arts, Science and Agriculture.

There are great compensations for this
life in a refugee college. One of these was
the warm welcome we received from old and
new friends when we got back. When
President Lin was introducing us to the
faculty he said of us, ‘‘They are in the uni-
versity and the university is in them.”’ If,
therefore, we learn to ‘‘cooperate with the
inevitable,’’ transform our necessities into
privileges and make the exile an adventure,
we shall be doing, without any doubt, a sig-
nificant thing in this little corner of China’s
great battlefield.
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THE TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY FUND

Fukien Christian University was founded in 1916. To commem-
orate twenty-five years of service to the Chinese people, friends in
China undertook in 1941 to raise an Anniversary Fund of $250,000
Chinese National Currency. In spite of wartime difficulties, a nhum-
ber of large contributions were received, and most of this amount
is now in hand.

The Board of Trustees undertook to raise in America a corres-
ponding Fund of U. S. $50,000. By January 1, 1942, a total of $34,280
in cash had been secured, in addition to substantial pledges. But at
least $10,000 is still to be found.

The Twenty-Fifth Anniversary Fund, raised under the sponsor-
ship of the Board of Trustees, is an expression of American appreci-
ation, and of faith in China, and in the University. Contributions are
solicited. This Fund will enable the University to weather the difficult
times ahead. |




YOU
Can Help Fukien Christian University

The refugee campus of the University is situated in a remote
mountain valley notable for its isolation, poverty, and malaria. Since
the arrival of the, University, Shaowu has become one of the intellec-
tual centers of Free China. Here learning and labor are closely inter-
mingled. Science is employed to solve the problems of the people.

The emerging of China as a great and unified power fighting on
the side of the Democracies is one of the miracles of this age. China’s
strength is founded on the will of the people, and on brilliant leader-
ship. For the sake of China, and of Mankind, that leadership must
be sustained.

Fukien Christian University has long been hampered by inad-
equate financial resources. It is now facing unparalleled opportunities
and obligations. The fine achievements of the past five years are
largely a result of the courage and self-sacrifice of the staff.

The war between Japan and America will further complicate
problems of communication and supply, and will doubtless impose
new hardships. However, it is improbable that the University will
suffer direct harm,.

The Board of Trustees seeks your help for our friends and repre-
sentatives in Fukien. To enable the University to continue its work,
a minimum of $23,980.34 must be secured from American sources
before the end of this fiscal year.

The nature of the world of our children will be determined by
the strength of our loyalty to the constructive agencies of our own
time.

The Associated Boards for Christian Colleges in China is cooperating
with United China Relief. Therefore contributions to Fukien may be
sent either direct to Mr. Samuel Thorne, Treasurer, 150 Fifth Avenue,
New York, N. Y., or wn care of United China Relief.

If you send your gift through United China Relief, 1790 Broadway,
New York, N. Y., or through your local United China Reliecf Committee,
be sure to designate it for Fukien Christian University.

Contributions may be deducted for Income Tax purposes.

- In the spring of 1937 Fukien Christian University was known
in China as a small institution of high standing whose influence
was limited primarily to its own province.. The enrollment, purposely
restricted to men and women of the highest quality, was only 169.

Today, after nearly five years of bitter and exhausting war,
the University is probably the most rapidly growing institution of
higher learning in China. Hundreds of applicants, many of them
refugees from remote provinces, are seeking admission. In spite of

the limitations imposed by a refugee campus, and makeshift facili-

ties, 403 students have found safety in Shaowu, and a chance to
prepare for leadership in the China of tomorrow.

This represents a growth in five war years of 238 percent.
It is interesting to compare this figure with an average growth of
about seven per cent for all the universities of China, and an average
increase in enrollment for the thirteen Christian Colleges of 38
per cent.

/

Enrollment figures in themselves are without great significance.
Here they indicate an immense increase in public service, and in
Christian prestige, during the darkest hours of the Chinese people.
Out of suffering has come new strength.

We are reminded of the hidden truths of Samson’s riddle:

“Out of the eater came forth meat,

And out of the strong came forth sweetness.”
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The Student Christian Association wmeets on a
hill top mear the war time campus at Shaowu.

We are reprinting the enclosed article with the permission
of School and Society. Dr. Scott here presents vividly the
problems connected with living and teaching in Free China.

By
RODERICK SCOTT

AN AMERICAN PROFESSOR IN A PROFESSOR OF PHILOSOPHY AND

REFUGEE CHINESE COLLEGE

ReconNsTRUCTION must accompany de-
fense in China—and for youth, reconstrue-
tion is education. Life in the big centers
of China is dangerous. Hence there came a
general order more than two years ago to
move schools to places of relative safety.

When the suggestion was made that
Fukien Christian University be moved up
country to Shaowu, some 300 miles from
Foochow, with part of the way through
dangerous rapids, I was one of those who
said, ‘‘It can’t be done!’’ You might move
a high school 300 miles to a remote valley
on the border of the province, I admitted,
but you can’t move a college. There is not
only the problem of transporting or remak-
ing the physical equipment—the library,
laboratories, work shops, the houses for
students and faculty—I argued, but there
is the danger in moving that, when you
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unload the trucks at Shaowu, you will find
that the ‘‘college,”” that indefinable spirit
which comes to be identified with campus
and buildings, has been left behind !

But the old rdles have been reversed in
China—which shows how far the missionary
business has gone there. Formerly, they
said, ‘It can’t be done,’” and we did it;
now we said, ‘It can’t be done,”” and they
did it! And how well!

The Chinese have recovered their long
dead pioneering passion ; for were they not
once inventors of things that changed his-
tory for Europe, if not, alas, for themselves
—the compass, paper, gunpowder and por-
celain ¢

My colleagues here in refugee Fukien
Christian University bear upon their faces
the joy of men who have seen their dreams
come true. It can not be otherwise with the

- e

DrceMBER 27, 1941

country’s leaders in Chungking. That is
one reason the Chinese can not be beaten;
the pioneer is an irresistible man.

With this passion to master an environ-
ment unfavorable to study goes a remark-
able absence of complaint such as one does
not associate with college faculties in either
China or western countries. This sleepy old
town, with its cobbled streets and its conser-
vative and slow-moving inhabitants, is so
tucked away in the hills as to be, up to the
present, inaccessible to the enemy. This
same isolation has made it difficult of access
for friends, for goods and for ideas.

The crowded quarters, the makeshift
apartments, the lack of equipment, the
dearth of text-books, poor paper (imagine
correcting compositions on semi-porous
paper!), the cold, the high cost of living,
the things that can be had and the things
that can not be bought are listed as hard-
ships at Shaowu, not by my Chinese col-
leagues, but by myself. They are too busy
overcoming them, or ignoring them.

Of course the new pioneers of Shaown
owe much to the old ones—the American
Board missionaries, whose vision led them,
as far back as 1880, to start building a mis-
sion plant in this conservative old town.
There are two schools, a hospital and resi-
dences belonging to the mission. What a
science hall the hospital now makes, with
its wards for laboratories and its private
rooms for offices! The university has
already added eight or ten buildings of its
own to the existing plant.

Although we shall be in Shaowu but a
short time—‘for the duration of the war?’
—we still must serve and comserve, not
simply take. So a scientific study of the

community, its physical and human re-

sources, has been of high educational value.
We used to thrust our graduates into new
places without experience in studying the
localities they were to serve. The old cam-
pus in Foochow was perhaps too socially
isolated.
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Next comes contact with, and service for,
the people. This goes more slowly and not
every one realizes that this contact and ser-
vice is that reconstruction of China that
the national motto calls for, namely, *‘Re-
sist the war but reconstruct the nation.’’

What we, Mrs. Scott and myself, least
expected as we came back to China after
furlough was normal college life in this
refugee town. We were obsessed with war.
Our experiences in Japan, in Shanghai and
in running the blockade had done nothing
to lessen this feeling. But here on the
campus, it is occasionally possible to forget
the war. There are plenty of difficulties of
course. For example, there are new faculty
members who are unfamiliar with tradi-
tions. There are students from other prov-
inces who have little sympathy with our
aims. The new, often bewildering and far
more rigid regulations of the Ministry of
Education contribute to these difficulties.
Then there is the remoteness of both the
nation and the world making it easy to grow
stagnant. There is the absence of any place
to go, no city, no excitement, few news-
papers, no movies.

Yet the students, even more than the
faculty, have made their own life. This
centers in the growth of activities, such as
clubs. The English Club, the largest in our
history, boasts a membership larger than
any other except the Student Christian
Association. The Four School Club unites
alumni from rival high schools. The Chem-
istry Club visits key industries across the
border in Kiangsi. The Biology Club takes
a trip to Kuatung, near the Bohea hills,
which has been called the scientist’s para-
dise because of the abundance and variety
of the flora and fauna there. The Fukien
Culture Club is working on the archeology
of the area.

But its music—that is the great source
of entertainment and, indeed, of culture.
How valiantly a succession of young in-
structors, former members of Mrs. Scott’s
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classes, have tried to maintain her musie
standards and satisfy the demands for en-
tertainment and expression.

The religious life of the campus is very
wholesome. Chapel attendance—which is
wholly voluntary—has inereased. The ser-
vices are led in turn by teachers and stu-
dents, and are deeply devotional in spite
of the fact that the only chapel is an out-
door assembly hall which must function as
a classroom and a piano praectice room at
all other hours of the day.

We are celebrating Fukien Christian
University’s 25th anniversary. A refugee
college? Yes, yet Fukien-Christian-Univer-
sity-in-Shaowu is decidedly a going concern.
In celebration of this anniversary we are
trying to raise money for additional schol-
arships for the Christian constituency from
which half of our students come. This
constituency is getting poorer and poorer,
but college education means much for their
sons and daughters. An American dollar
at the present exchange is worth $17 in
Chinese money.

When our college moved up country,
Mrs. Scott and I were left behind in Foo-
chow to guard the old campus. Then we
went home on our regular furlough. Our
return this fall, therefore, was to the new
home in Shaowu. ‘‘Returns’’ are always
difficult. But this was trebly so. We had
never known ‘‘life in the country’ in
China, nor life in the interior, nor the
deprivations of life in war time. To be sure
we bhad had a year and a half of war in
Foochow.

The journey back to China this time was
the longest and the hardest of our four
Oriental trips. There was a long delay in
Kobe, Japan, too great a hurry in Shanghai
and some pretty dire physiecal experiences.
Our 25 to 30 pieces of baggage were a never-
ending headache. We had to carry more
than ever before since imports are at a low
ebb and freighting next to impossible. In

Vor. 54, No. 1409

Shanghai, on the way in, most of our two
days were spent in a wild race between the
boat office, the customs office, the consul’s
office, the Mission treasurer’s office, the
docks and the stores. The new exchange,
17 to 1, was a shock. But by the last after-
noon I found myself buying a new fountain
pen for $63 without a tremor.

The coastal trip, which included running
the blockade, was exciting but somewhat of
an ordeal physically. The only cabin we
could get was the boatswain’s and while it
did fairly well inside it was a long distance
from everything else. Many times a day
we had to thread our way through canyons
of cargo and over the guy ropes that held it
down and by and among the swarming deck
passengers who lived and slept all over the
place, even under the dining-room table.
But the upper deck was clear, the sea fairly
calm, the captain affable and the boat fast.

On the second night we dropped anchor
eight miles off shore. Apparently we had
escaped deteetion.

About the third day we disembarked,
hired a fishing junk and transported our
party and part of the baggage to the local
port. There we shifted to a broken-down
launch for a slow seven-mile trip up a wind-
ing creek where we put in three nights with
missionary friends before we could go on
to Foochow. The next day I had to go back
to the ship for the rest of the baggage and
the eight-mile sail was made in a junk
which nearly keeled over in a monsoon.

We started at five o’clock one morning
for a 20-mile chair ride and a four-hour
launch ride to Foochow where we examined
the old campus before going on to Shaowu.
They had rebuilt the bombed areas in
Foochow, but the city was dead. During
this stop-over in Foochow we experienced
our first real taste of ‘‘war diet.”” For six
days we took it ‘‘straight on the chin’’ or
rather in the mouth—sugarless, saltless,
flourless, butterless, milkless, jamless—
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otherwise good. Some of the articles were
not impossible to get—only difficult. White
sugar is contraband and salt and rice are
rationed. Shanghai is the last source of
coffee and jam. There is no vinegar and
there are no pickles.

When we finally started up the Min River
on the last lap of our journey we had a fast
boat that laughed at the Min Rapids like a
Yangtze steamer going through the gorges.
The scenery of the upper Min is superb and
we really enjoyed this part of the journey.
The second afternoon we went to Yenping,
which is an important town on the junction.
It looks like a boom town in a Western
movie, partly because it is rebuilding from
a big fire and partly because it is the last
town going eastward in free territory.

We spent two nights here waiting to get
bus seats for the Shaowu run. What a trip!
The busses have Ford engines but there the
resemblance to ‘‘travel by Greyhound’’
ceases. For the first hour we could enjoy
the magnificent scenery as the road winds
along a mountain stream like a miniature
Bear Mountain drive. We tried to imagine
the early missionaries painfully poling up
that stream, taking ten days to our ten
hours.

But after that, our own discomfort occu-
pied the crawling miles. There was a thick
oily dust over and under everything. Our
baggage, the most of which was on the roof,
was a sight. In some small towns we
thought surely the low arches of the walls
would serape off some of it. We stopped
twice, once to mend the horn and once to tie
the single door shut with a piece of string.
Our precious seats had not been built with
any such thing as the human anatomy in
mind. No ‘‘body by Fisher’’ about that

conveyance.

At Kienyang we had a blessed hour’s rest
for lunch, only to hear at the last the ery,
““Change busses.”” This is done success-
fully only by having some member of the
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party crawl through the window while the
crowd rushes the door. I am over six feet
tall! Luckily our cook was traveling with
us and was small enough to get through the
window. v

The new bus was worse if anything than
the other one. But the run was shorter.
I’ll say nothing of the narrow wooden
bridges and the sharp turns. At the end
we got out stiffly, shook off what we could
of the dust and got into town before the
reception committee was mobilized. A week
later our baggage arrived in driblets and
three weeks later our freight came from
Foochow.

Shaowu is a typiecal Chinese interior
town. It is not without beauty. It is a
square-walled city lying in a wide alluvial
plain surrounded by mountains. The dis-
trict seems to grow cobble stones of all sizes,
used in walls, foundations and for the
streets. The streets resemble those of a
medieval town and are most grievously hard
on shoe leather.

From our house, which is made of pressed
mud and whitewashed, we get a view across
the plain to the hill beyond. We have no
modern plumbing, no electric lights and no
modern means of communication. The par-
titions in our house are of boards. We have
four rooms, two up and two down. We
heat by a fireplace and a Sears stove. Dur-
ing the fall the mornings are pretty cold—a
thick white mist shuts everything out until
ten o’clock. It reminds us of the moving
pictures, ‘‘Wuthering Heights’’ and ‘‘The
Hound of the Baskervilles.”” TUntil late
December, it gets fairly warm by noon.
Our classrooms are unheated. We could
bring only one spring bed and four folding
chairs with us, but we have desks, tables
and cupboards made out of local soft wood
and chairs fashioned from bamboo.

I said there were no electric lights—I
should correet that by adding that our en-
terprising Chinese president succeeded in
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unearthing an abandoned dynamo, pur-
chased a Ford engine driven by charcoal
and thus lighted the library.

Physically we are pretty well off. ‘I
suppose,’’ one of my friends writes, ‘‘that,
being so far from the stores, you live out of
cans.”” (Cans? Cans! We do have some
precious American cans but how shall we
ever decide that any occasion is important
enough to open one of them? For local
food, there is an abundance of vegetables,
a good deal of fruit but very little meat
save goat meat. And there are no white
potatoes because the crops failed. The
Mohammedans, of whom we have quite a
number, have had of old the privilege of
killing a beef once a week. But we Chris-
tians have had beef only twice in two
months.

We have to refine our own salt and we
must somehow secure the day’s butter,
cream and milk from one quart of milk.

And how we preserve scraps of bond
paper—we must not wish for a ten-cent
store! These deprivations and inconven-
iences are ‘‘the war’’ for us in Shaowu.
There have been as yet no ‘‘visitations’’ in
this quiet valley, but a shelter lies only six
steps from our door.

The thing that is hardest for us is the iso-
lation after American life with its meaning-
ful connections. We get accustomed to the
cold and even the darkness when during
December there are fewer than twelve hours
of daylight daily. It takes mail two months
to get in and magazines arrive in any order
and in any condition. But that they arrive
at all is nothing short of a miracle. We
have a small radio but there is too much
interference to get good reception.

For books we’re pretty well off. Books
for some reason come in quickly and easily.
What we need are English Bibles, small
Testaments, American Revised or Moffat’s.

The students’ demand for these has quite

outrun our supply. If it should oceur to
any of our friends in America occasionally
to wrap up a copy of Life or The American
Magazine and commit it to the hypothetical
mails for us, we should be much delighted.
Our college library has a fairly good supply
of serious English magazines but we are a
bit short on light literature. We have here
thirteen Americans, and nearly as many
Chinese who have been abroad, so there is
no danger of duplication.

In the old days we ran a philosophy
major with an English minor, from which
graduates went either to teach English or
to go into some sort of religious work; a
few went on to graduate study to teach
philosophy. In the past year the Ministry
of Education has been attempting to regu-
late all the colleges in the general direction
of the practical, and against the liberal, in
education. ~ Among other things is this:
nearly 75 hours in the major and no minors.
We have saved an English department but
lost philosophy and mathematics. Mean-
while, English has grown in importance.
The government colleges have been forced
by conditions to give up their English
mostly. I teach in addition one philosophy
and one logic course. To count as a Chinese
university, you must have three ‘‘colleges’’
—ours are Arts, Science and Agriculture.

There are great compensations for this
life in a refugee college. One of these was
the warm welcome we received from old and
new friends when we got back. When
President Lin was introducing us to the
faculty he said of us, ‘‘ They are in the uni-
versity and the university is in them.”’ If,
therefore, we learn to ‘‘cooperate with the
inevitable,”’ transform our necessities into
privileges and make the exile an adventure,
we shall be doing, without any doubt, a sig-
nificant thing in this little corner of China’s
great battlefield. '
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THE TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY FUND

Fukien Christian University was founded in 1916. To commem-
orate twenty-five years of service to the Chinese people, friends in
China undertook in 1941 to raise an Anniversary Fund of $250,000
Chinese National Currency. In spite of wartime difficulties, a num-
ber of large contributions were received, and most of this amount

is now in hand.

The Board of Trustees undertook to raise in America a corres-
ponding Fund of U. S. $50,000. By January 1, 1942, a total of $34,280
in cash had been secured, in addition to substantial pledges. But at
least $10,000 is still to be found.

The Twenty-Fifth Anniversary Fund, raised under the sponsor-.

ship of the Board of Trustees, is an expression of American appreci-
ation, and of faith in China, and in the University. Contributions are
solicited. This Fund will enable the University to weather the difficult

times ahead.
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YOU
Can Help Fukien Christian University

The refugee campus of the University is situated in a remote
mountain valley notable for its isolation, poverty, and malaria. Since
‘the arrival of the University, Shaowu has become one of the intellec-
tual centers of Free China. Here learning and labor are closely inter-
mingled. Science is employed to solve the problems of the people.

The emerging of China as a great and unified power fighting on
the side of the Democracies is one of the miracles of this age. China’s
strength is founded on the will of the people, and on brilliant leader-
ship. For the sake of China, and of Mankind, that leadership must
be sustained.

Fukien Christian University has long been hampered by inad-
equate financial resources. It is now facing unparalleled opportunities
and obligations. The fine achievements of the past five years are
largely a result of the courage and self-sacrifice of the staff.

The war between Japan and America will further complicate
problems of communication and supply, and will doubtless impose
new hardships. However, it is improbable that the University will
suffer direct harm. ~

The Board of Trustees seeks your help for our friends and repre-
sentatives in Fukien. To enable the University to continue its work,
a minimum of $23,980.34 must be secured from American sources
before the end of this fiscal year.

The nature of the world of our children will be determined by

the strength of our loyalty to the constructive agencies of our own
time.

The Associated Boards for Christian Colleges in China is cooperating
with United China Relief. Therefore contributions to Fukicn may be
sent either direct to Mr. Samuel Thorne, Treasurer, 150 Fifth Avenue,
New York, N. V., or in care of United China Relief.

If you send your gift through United China Reclief, 1790 Broadway,
New York, N. Y., or through vour local United China Relicf Committee,
- be sure to designate it for Fukien Christian University.

Contributions may be deducted for Income Tax purposes.
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January 6, 1943

Dear Friends:

Through the courtesy of the Woman's American Baptist Foreign Mission
Society, we are able to share with you the enclosed excerpts from a series of
letters written by Miss Ruth Mather. We feel that these letters contain an

exceptionally powerful and vivid account of the tragic fate of many of China's

war refugees.

Miss Mather is now working on the Shaowu campus of Fukien Christian
University. Her experiences and observations emphasize the privations and
difficulties being faced by our friends in Free China. They are in need of

our continued whole-hearted support.

Sincerely yours,

/f//é, e \7[:{’;"1:-;;5 ,/(;C(

OLIVER J. CJ}LD'U'\JELL




Celalls Ch&pel
Kwangeng Ki
China

June 4, 1942

Dear Triends:

Once again, a large portion of China's millions, are out on the roads and
rivers fleeing before the advancing emnemy or rumors of its advances Surging human=
ity, rushing tragically forward with here and there a swirling backwash, reminding
one of floodtime in a river basin. :

We hoped that rumors of a spring advance would blow away or ‘thalt American .
planes would arrive in time to prevent it, and so we tried to believe that the first
"egvacuation orders® did not mean uge. In fact they didn't, we were tolds Dubt with
that suddermess that characterizes war, they were changed and "evacuatlon was com-
pulsory™s The railroad promised us a car on its Wednesday evening train and we
went aboubt preparations to take oub most of our things and most of the Hospital
equipment and staff, in fact everything that could get packed into & car. Bub panic
sbruck the city and wany would not wailt. A flood of humanity, men, women, children
with all they possessed swept thru the railroad station, and Tuesday night when the
trains which had been delayed by "air-raids" all day came in, they were quickly
crowdeds No, not such a crowd as you suburbanites are aGQuainted'with on the sub-
wayse You do not know the meaning of a crowd, Here it was a life and death struggle
to gel onlo the train and escape and when the trains pulle d out towards dawn they
were packed from roof to axles, from cowcatcher to rear stepe. 1 do not suppose that
even snother flea could have found space to exist on those trains as they pulled out
of the station toward dawn., And with dawn came planes, We who were lo £t at home
packing could hear the thud, thud of the oxploding bombs and wondered where the
bombing was occuring, but we kept on with out work, interrupted frequently by hiding
in the dugout or behind the doors in the cornmer. Our Amah's baby son slept bliss-
fully under the sideboard for a couple of hours after he had been put there during
‘& raide Iler other children had gone on the train the night before. At dusk, when
#5311 olear" had sounded we took our places in the flood pouring in the direction of
the railroad stotion. Just ag we reached it we met Mr. Davies returning with the
information that there would e no train, as the railroad had been bombeds So we
reversed the carriers of our baggage, worked our Way against the tide, some of whom
would not believe the word that thore was no train. More conferences about what
next and then to bed, in make-shift bedse

Two hours of good sleep, the sleep of the exhausted, and then voices. Oh,
how I hated to wake upl But one must and the news we heard quickly served as a dash
of cold watere The whole story of the bombing of the railroad was availlable - the
trains that had left the night before had been bombed and machine-gunned, hundreds
had been killed, all the baggage had been burned, the locomotives and cars damaged
as well as the railroad so there would be no more trains. "You must go at dawn',

But how? We who had wanted to wait for "the last train" were left without there be-
ing any "last train" just as therc had been "no lask boat" from Shanghai in December.
A few hours of attempting to sléep, then a repacking so that the baggage which we
took ouwt from the house that morning was just what we, two, could carry with the help
of a refugec lad who was to accompany USe
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What a day that was of praying, conferring, hiding from planes, waiting,
wondering, eted Most of the Christian people had scattered, disappearing from the
citys in an amazing fashione No carrying coolies, no rickshas, no chairs, were
availablee But by mid~afternoon Mrs Davies had secured o partial promise from the
military police that if possible they would furnish us with a commandeered boat
that night for we must get out of the city before dawn. We would not know until
evoninge After evening Pastor Wang, who had returned to his church 8 wiles out in
the country alfter a day in the mountains engaging rooms for various Christians, to
hear of our plight ceme in to the city to get us. We must go back with him immedi-
ately on foot, and in the morning he would find chairs in the country to help us on
over the hills away from danger. But then the Hospital Business Manager came in
with two soldiers to escort us to the boat., He said, "It's small and it's leaky
and there is but one boatman, but it is the best there is availablees" A welrd lan-
tern lighted the procession we mede as we wended our way to the boat, thru the dark
stroets, deserted, except for soldiers driving people from their homes, and overw
ladon people crying in the darkness as they locked their doors behind theme

A1l that we had heard about the boat was true but it was our home for six
days and nightse That first night we dozed off to the sound of the peck, peck, peck
of chisels striking against the stone masonry of the nearby bridge, preparing to
place dynamite so it could be hastily destroyed if necessary. At dawn our noble
boatman roused himself and us snd we bogan to slowly move away down the river,
around the city, right past our own home.on the Cheng Mei compound, omn, Ons Ol
A favorable wind helped us that first day so that much earlier than we expected
to be we were at Lanchi and turning up the river toward Kiangshone At Lenchi we
went ashore to see our church thers, but found the city deserted and the church
doors already sealed shut. At evening Mr. Davies went ashore again at Yangbu, to
leave some money to help in the evacuation from thore and the nearby Tangehi church.
With dewn we moved ome. All day we could see other crowded boats all going in the
some direction as we were, and folks hurrying along the banks carrying all they
coulds Often a childt!s head peered out from a basket on a carrying pole balenced
by all the other family possessions, while others trudged on foot beside their
family, each child carrying a couple of bundles. Here and there a child was wail-
ing great distress, lost, separated from his femily end frisndse At one point
while walking on the shore Mr. Davies encountered a crowd of our own Tsch Sing Jun-
fjor Middle boys with a couple of their teachers, hiking. Others had gone by boat
taking most of the baggage. Once we heard someons calling from the baink, and it
took a couple of minutes to recognize one of our Kinhwa friends, a Christian and
high customs official, in the weary, dirty, limping "egrart walking along the shore.
His wife had been on that ill-fated train and he knew nothing about hery he had se=-
cured. boats to move the customs archives, etce. and had been reserving one for him-
self and the few remaining staff members but it had been commandeered by the military
so he was on foot, o part of the flooding humanity.

We arrived at Kiangshan, where we had hoped wo could stay for a time at
least, to find oup China Inland Mission friends there all packed ready to move. In
fact had they been able to get money from the bank the evening before they would
have boen gonol Truly "God moves in mysberious ways". So we had a day of rest and
a chance to vartially dry out our few belongings. It too was a day of prayer and
developing plans. God was good again, and wo woen¥ to bed that night knowing that
our baggage was already stowed away on a truck and that our alarm would go off at
two in the morning, for we wanted to be at our next destination before daylight
might bring tho danger of planes. In the early morning we had also the protection
of rein, torrents of it as we skidded along thru the mud on the mountain roads in
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an open trucks We werc now 8 Americans, Canadians, Australiens, and as many more
Chinesce But 1 ter we loarned that in spite of rain that morning Kiangshan rc-
ceived its worst bombing of the year and it has had many severe bombingse So again
we folt wo-had escaped just in time, and were glad that this time it was a few min-
utes before the panic had struck the city.

And now we are here in Kwangfeng, waiting for God's leading. Ie has led us
so far and we are confident He will continue to do soe. He will keep them "under His
wings", uven when enemy airplane wings are hovering above. That is a comforting
thought - His protecting wings are so much stronger than the wings bringing tho
plencs that bring destruction. Will we ever get where the drone of a plane brings
Joy rather than fear?

Church of England Zenana Mission
Pucheng, Fulzien, China

June 27, 1942

How long ago and far away that June 4th wos when I wrote you from Kwangfenge
Agoin, not guite still for we have had some hot sunshine, its raining, and again we
arc waiting, wondering, praying -- when do wo go and whore to this time? But now we
are here ecnd how we arc enjoying this big airy house whero it seems to be just a part
of a day's work for o household to jump in one day from two to fifteen, What be-
dragglod, weary, dirty folks we were when we camo in by twos and threes Just over a
weok agod How we appreciated the welcome given to usd I lmow a lot more about
evacuating, leaving precious belongings, refugeeing, ebc., now than I did when 1T
wrote you last time. "You must leave at once, before daylight at the latest" rings
in my ears, and I sincerely hope that we can go before we hear it againi All during
the Kwangfeng days we had been preparing for it, trying to find somc meons of trans-
portation == a truck, chairs, certs, riclshaws, baggage carriers -=- and cvery hope
turned to disappointment, wntil the afternoon that wo heard the "you must go before
morning" from the military. Thoy promised Mr. Davies eight of their commandcered
baggage carriers and he proudly brought them home to supper, slecp and breakfast.
He also had the promise of places for four on a military boat. We were then twelve
foreigners and as many Chinese. There were five bicycles in the groupe Our desti-
nation was seven miles up river, a smell village, whers tho Ronemy wouldntt want to
go and we might stay indofinitely." (I might as well confess that I had had a severe
case of hives and was still Yoff feed" so that I feared = seven=mile wallk, thus I was
accompanying Mre and Mrse Davies on the boat, with a hospital coolie who had a bad
foot in spite of care and treatment for two years at the hospital since he left the
811y e i

The bicyelists, hikers, and baggago carricrs left at daylight, the latter
and some of the first returning with them to keep them "gafe" for us coming back
for second loads. We still hoped it might be possible to securc a truck and get
everything throughs. TWe who were to go by boat wont down to the river and waited ==
the next twenty-four hours was to be a lesson in pationce for us -=- cventually wo
found oursclves enthroned on salt bags and tho Loat moving slowly up the river. The
river was crossed and recrossed by stone dams to supply water for the mills and
water whoels on its banks. This meant frequent rapids to be run against and each
meant a struggle for the boatmans dJust seven miles how could we believe them when
they said they wouldn't get there that dayl It was nice to be lazy and lean back
and look at the hills, listen to the water rushing over the big rocks, but it wasn'®
so nice to seo the pla nes come swooping down and hear the boom~boom of bombs, and
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the snap-snap of ma chine guns, out where the road was, (and equgig}ly to realize
you were on a military boatl) But our group of bhoats did not seem Lo be an object
for attack that day, And it wasn't nice when darkness settled down to know that

you were too far away from your destination to walk in and that you were in the
midst of bandit infested country. We had no bedding and had made no plans for so
many meals or a night on the boat. But there we spent the night, curled up on the
hills and valleys, that were salt bagsl The stars were beautiful and the mosquitoes
numerous end hungry -- but morning came, same way it always docs == and I have de-
cided since carrying a money bag that I can sleep anywhere if I havce enough thousands
as my pillow,

As on the day before no amount of coaxing, ordering, bribing could induce
our beatman to hurry. In the middls of the forenoon we found some of our Chinese
men waiting for us and when we learned that we werc but half way and that we couldn't
possibly ret there by boat that day, we abandoned the boat and took to "shanks horses"
and arriveds It was quickly evident that the small dirty place which had hecn found
was too small for the entire group and Mrs. Davies set forth up the street (it was
a one street village) in search of a vlace where we could stay. She found a com-
paratively new house where we could have a room and a loft, and the use of a kitchen
stovee We were quickly established there, objects of friendly curiosity, and feelers
wore put out for news and to contact people of influence. We found we were in the
home of the headman of the strect, one of the ciby fathers so to speak, and it was
the usual storys "Stay on here all summer, there is no danger, except from bandits
at night and our house is well looke d after and we have big dogs«" "The only other
things we foar are the planes and the soldicrs coming to impress men into the ser-
vices" But again we detected the increasing restlessncss and heard the machine gung
from the planes by day, and at night from the "bandits" etc., ctce

Two military men came along and wanted to be helpful., "Had you boen here
five days azo we could have supplied a truck, now we will do the best we can for
yous" It sounded encouraging but hnlf an hour later other military men were carry-
ing orders from house to housc "Got out belorc daylight for the enemy is almost bo
Kwangfongs" This time it was impossiblo to get any carriers at all so all the
baggage that would not go on the bicyelss, or could be carricd by ourselves and our
Chinese co-travelers, must be left behinde. So another hectic night of repacking and
discardiag what had secmed tho last time so essentiale.

That morning the bridgo we must cross in leaving the c¢ity had been machine-
gunned shortly after daylight, so at 3:30 on Sunday morning, dJune 14th, our tdorch
light procession merged with the others we had becn hearing, and we set forth on our
fifteen milec hikel The weirdness of that walk in the dark, the beauby of the dawn,
the unending line ahead and behind, after crossing the valley the winding climb of
the road up the mountainside -~ all stand out as impressions before the first appear-
ance of planes. From then on one was consbantly looking ahead to spy out possible
protection from them if they should suddenly reappear and the "snap~snap" be along
our roade

About noon we had a long rest in one of the deserted houses by the side of
the road, an interesting pathetic places Its newness, decorations, carvings, size,
magnificent furniture, everything asbout it indicated that people of wealth had
occupicd it, but also thet they had hecded the "leave befors dawn" command some morn-
ing, for drawcrs werc tumbled out, everything was in a terrible messe For undoubtedly
after the owners left, the neighbors, soldiers, and passing refugees had searched
carcfully for anything of wvalue left bchind. Of greatest valuc to us was the fact
that the iron cooking dish had beecn loft on the stove, that meant a good meal could
be prepared for us of rice and eggs, which we had with us, with bits of vogetables
found in the deserted pgarden. We had "one broad river to cross" shead of us and wo
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wanted for ruasons familiar to us (planes) to do it late in the afternoon, after
bombing hourss. But before we were ready to continue our journey, neighbors coame to

urge us to go and not think of romaining the night there because of bandits. So we
started ona

-5_

How I wish I could make you se¢ the scenes on that road that afternoonl
Fear of the enemy and its airplenes, fear of bandits drove the panic stricken mob
forwards Weary from the long tramp of the day, people were discovering that things
considercd "essentials" that morning were no longer indispensible and were dropping
them by the roadside. Here someone was burning account books and other papers,
there books and puper, padded winter garments, etc., etc. had becn droppeds To me
an old family clock placod tenderly at the foot of a tree high on the roadbank told
a sad storye Thero were half hidden piles of things bought and dumped by trucks
that had returned for othcr loads, hoping that the bridge would be ropaired and the
goods could be taken forward. And there werc trucks broken down, damagod beyond
immediate repair by "air activities," more than one burned chasis told the story of
a direct hit by an incendiary bomb. Flies swarming about a dead horse. The nearcr
the river the greater the chaos.

As wo slowed down, as the trampers came to a sbop on the hill overlooking
the river, I remarlked to one of our faithful refugece lads with us, Wihat an odorl”
His reply was, "Don't look that way, therc are four dead bodies there machinc gumned
yesterday, they say." So I didn't look to the left but ahead where the crowds were
clamoring down the banks struggling for their places in the line crossing on the
"oridge," or jumping into the water to wade and swim acrosse And fifty yards or
more aherd on the opposite bank was the same disorder as those who had succossfully
nogotiated the. crossing were ascending the stecp hill on tho opposite bank. My turn
came and I stepped boldly forth on to ths beat that was the first stop of the bhridge
then across a plank to anothor boat and then from three bamboo poles bound together

. which sagged under water onto another slippery plank, and so on, and on and on,
grabbing hold of any convenient person to steady myself when the foobing was too
slipperys. Poople wore going both ways, for many had to moke several crossings to
get their baggage all over.

Just a few days before there hed been a good bridge over which trucks and
people could easily pass, but that was before a bomb or several had made direct hits
on the bridge. Now it was gone, it was not deep crnough for a ferry and too deep to
be forded. easily, or at all by a trucke On the oppesite side we walted until cur
crowd and our bagprage and bicycles were gathered together. Then on to soms place
for shelter for the night, After walking for a long five 1li, probably ncarcr ten,
it was found for us in a deserted house. Merrily and wecrily we jokod about our
rooms and their cquipmout, pretending it was a modern homeside hotel, as we unrolled
our bedrolls on deors snd planks eand hung our mosquito nets above theme Meanwhile
‘the water for which we were famishing wes boiled and rice was cooked, and we gquietly
settled down and slept because we couldn't help it.

Morning ceme with more rice, beds were rolled up and we set forth again,
That we had gone across the difficult river crossing and walked at 45 11 in the day,
and wero.thus that much further away from the advancing cnemy gave us confidence and
courage as we startsd over the dusty road that morning. Alrcady we folt as if we
knew some of the other groups that were walking tho same road -=- there was that young
woman with a baby in hor ars and another strapped to her back, that father with the
four little boys trudging along in front of him, that father pushing some of his
belongings and the tiny boy in an almost broken down bamboo wheclbarrow, that aged
sick woman on the cart, that group of studonts who didn't want to give up their
winter coats although it was a hot doy, and so with the many bundles tied onto them
looked much like dusty grimy Santa Clauscs, etce
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Put your right foot forward then your left, you can't stop until you reach
that trec yonder, right foot, left foot, keop movinge Oh for something to drink,
but tho last time the thermos was opened thore was but a swallow apiecc, when can
we get somec more watoer, right foot, left foot. Oh, sec those flowers up there on
the hillside, is that our road up above thom, yes, hore is another halirpin curve.
But, therc are planes, so hide over there in those bushose They are now out of
sight on the other side of the mountain but we can hear the thud, thuds As long as
wo can't seo the planes we must move one Oh, fine, that group of soldiers is moving
on and we can rust here in this deserted house on these doors and plankse

The house next is not doserted. It is the home of an aged widow with her
daughtcors=-in-law whose husbands have becn pressed inbto service, had no place to go
and so she is staying trying to protect her bit of proporty. Yes, we can use her
stove and boil water and rice. One taust eat somo rice, how forbunate that we have
it with us, so as to get strength to kcep right foot, left foot moving. But as I
ret up from my rest and look about, what is that up therc on the ledge across the
zmnll stream, is the man asleep or -~ and a second look shows that it is just anothor
successful hit from a machine gun from the air.

If only a few of our planes werc here they could keep those othor planes off
casilys That is what we hear whencver we stop to talk, "Why aren!t your plancs here,
when orc they coming, we can do nothing without plancs.”" TIt's.an old, old story,
and it's a long, long road to tramp. Another thing T will always see when I picturc
that road, with its sconic beauties, is that universal expression of extrme weariness,
hopelessncss, "nothing can be done' except that mechanical act of right foot forward
then left foote That must continue, move, lkeep moving. Where to? That doesn't
metter, keep moving, keop ahoad of the approaching enemy. So on we go through the
heat and the dust, trying to find o smile for the wearicst but seldom getting one in
replye

Will we find a place where we can stop in this approaching village which
though tiny seems to have life in it? ™MMr. Davies, Mr. Davies, I've bson watching
for you," is heard from that busy group in front of a shelter by the side of the
roade It is the head of the transportation division of the finance department,
moved over here from Kinhwa. And as we sit down on benches placed for us, between
the arrival of cart loads of bags and silk cocoons, we learn that our military fri-
ends of two days before have passed here and told of us and asked That if possible
arrangements be made to send us on in to Pucheng on truckse. 8o we have more rice
gruel, for our Chinese friends have found a place wherc they can spend the night,
and we sit and wait, will we or won't we, who can tell?

And just as dorkness settles down and rains begin to descend, here's a truck
and although the occupants objoct, thore is room for two and some baggage. So Mrs.
Davies and I ascend up over the tailboard and make places for ourselves on the ammu-
nition boxes and amid our own baggage thrown up to us, and tho truck bounces forward
and the rains descond. With a sieve-like top to the truck and the open back ond we
arc soaked to the skin in no time. We haven't gone far when the truck stops and the
driver says that he can't sce the road and must walt until daylight. That word day-
light rominds me that while we had beon woiting for the truck, soldiers had come in
with the "order", “"Everyone must move on, move on now;" or, after many had remonstra-
ted, Miove on by daylight." Thore was a shelter house nearby but it looked fur from
inviting and it was so hard to got up and down from the truck so we chose to romaine
We couldn't get any wotbter them we were., So we passed the night on the truck with
ammunition boxes for scats and pillowse
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Dawn camc surprisingly quickly, a clear dawn with no raine Those who had .
loft the truck returned to it and it lurched forward, How beautiful dawn in the
mountains is with tho sound of rushing water by the side of the roade On the steep
slope of one mountainside the engine stalled, but after some tinkering, and one on
the truck was doing some praying for the tinkerors, it was going againe The road,
none too good at best, probably, was badly washed out by the hard rains of the night
before, and by the hard use it had been having those last few wecks as woll as the
bombings it had recoived so that progress was none too steady (and somewhat uncertain),

b

Out in a wide wvalley, we got into a deep yellow mud rut and getting out was
problematicals Our driver, recognizing the danger of' plancs and ‘the type of cargo
he ha d, insisted on all the "passengors" leaving the truck and going on up the road
to where some slight shelter or at least hiding places could be found, in case. But
the truck was gotbten out of the mud before any plancs wersc hoard and we all climbed
back aboard it againe Bub by now it was well into the forenoon, and the foar of
planes forced the driver to hasten on at his top speed, so the bumps wero taken with
less care and we wore on the wvery back end of the trucke Almost within site of the
city ome wheol weont down into a water filled hole left by & hand grenade, probably
thrown from a plane the day before, and -~ no, I didn't go out over the tailboard
fortunately, thank God, and the soldicr who grabbed my shoulders But now, almost two
woeks loter, I am just beginning to think that maybe if I am patient my back will be
all right againe

Mrse Davies and I were put down at the cross roads just oubside the city gate.
A coolic wns found to help us with our baggage. "No, he didn't know where the Josus
House was for hc had just come from Ainhwa two days beforc." But he carried our
baggage and we all asked along the road ahd first we came to the stresct chapel and
pastor?s home which had becen bomhed a fow days beforc. Bubt here someone told us how
to go back to an alley and follow it, and we would come to the church and tho resi-
dence of the forcigners, So we followed instructions and climbed up over the debris
blocking the alley and on until we saw the cross on the churche We found that three
of our China Inland Mission friecnds had already arrived, as they had gobten places
on trucks that drove on through the storm in the night, and so were able to find their
ways to the home of these two dear Deaconesscs before brealtfasts

Never did a hot bath feel so good or a2 board bed so comfortable as that day.
Before the day was over all the other foreigners had come in, as they too had becn
picked up by trucks if not on bileycles. A household of two was stretched to fifteoni
We are having o beautiful fellowshipn btogether, Irish, English, Australians, Canadians,
and Americanss Foodstuffs are not sasy to secure but we can get the essentials or
substitutes for thems We do not missNEWS for there is no radio and no regular
Chincse newspaper, but once a week some missionarics further down send up a summary

of the week's radio mewss The big question is how long can we sbay here?

Neuping, Fukilen
China

August 7, 1942

This installmont of the "Wanderings of the Kinhwaites thru Fukien" is long past due.
It will not be as thrilling and exciting as the installment sent from Puchengs, Or
at lecast that was vt I thought on July 8th, 9th, and 10th s T strotched out on tho
floor of tho small boat and stared at the mountains ahead and around, watchcd the
clouds and the birds, listened to the guioct lapping of the water against the oars or
the swift sounds the river made at the places where thero were rocky rapids to be
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negotiatbeds ALl was quiet and poaccful, except for the very occasional sound of

a plane and once the thud of the bombs s atbacks were made on troops tramping the
not too distant highway. One could just drink in the beauty of the mountains and
the rivere 8o often it would scem as if we werc coming right up to thc end of the
river as o hugh mountain rose ahecad of us, end then suddenly the river would wind
and a 1littlo later one could look back and sec tho mountain above the head of the
boutmon ot tho roar of the boate Worrying wouldn't help o bit, so I thoroughly on-
joyod tho scenerys, At Kenow I was dirccted to the Blind Schocol of the CeBeZoleSe
and as is usual I was cordially wolcomod even if unexpectod, end while I had & much
desired bath, a roal bed, not just boards, was prepared for me and it looked so soft
and comfortable I could hardly stay awake for suppers )

After breoakfast, I unrolled by bed roll and spread everything out on an open
porch at tho back of the housc and handed o sizable washing over to tho scrvant and
was Just sottled to read and rest on tho BED, when we heard an air-alarms 8o I re-
dre sscd and was ready when the socond alarm soundede. That means "hurry up and getb
whoro you are going" and it also means romove 81l bodding from porches and clothes
lincs, otce So my bedding was thrown onto a bed on an inner porch and we wont down
to bo noar the dugout in front of the house. Whon we heard the planes we went dowm
and almost imnediately we heard the thump-thump of bombs, the pop=-pop of machine
puns, and the crackle-craclle of splintering wood and fire, we smelled the smoko end
goe fumes from incendiary bombse We knew that some had dropped near us by the noise
and tho fool,

My servant lad had remained on the Blind School poreh but with "businc ss™
so prosperous ond so near at hand, when he had an opportunity and could sco no plane
and be scen by none he came down into the dugoute I could sce him end so spoke to
him quictly and he ceme to where I stoods I asked about the bombs and he sald one
had dropped just back of our house and there was some smoke from tho cornor of our
house,

Whon wo thought the planes had left "Judy", my hostess, and I ran up thru
the house to where we found the upper porch full of debris, its shutters thrown to
the ground, cbce And more important, Judy was hurrying to whore her bed was burning
on the side porch. I happcned to glance down and saw my bodding also in smoke and
blazos, so I hurried thru the room to got the rescrve of bath water, which proved
to be enough to hold the smoldeoring fires until later after another fow minutes in.
the dugout while the Winspection plane" cireled about, morc water could be brought.
My mosquito not wes ontirely burned and my quilt about half and the spread was
spattored with black stuff that won't wash out. (I had boon using this silk-wadded
conforter for my mattress, thinking that by winter-time I would be where I could get
a cotbon pad for that purpose, and the sillt wadding would to into a Chinose gorment
I could wear as a dress by day, and throw over the bed at night as a comforter. It
will be thinner nowl) This was the nearest that I had comc in actunl cxporicnce to
an incendiary bomb and it was interesting to note that damage was no morc severes
Apparcntly the spray would not start a blaze on wood alone but required papoer or
cloth to start the blaze, and we were acar cnough at hand to get tho fires in beddings
curtains, wall hangings, pillows, otces put out before tho wood could cateh on fire
from theme

God was very good to us that mornings. The bomb dropped in o tree. A fow
Poct to one side it would have hit a poor dugout crowded with Chinese ncighbors, a
fow feot the other would have boon o direet hit on the house which would have been
most disasborouse But while we were saving what we could, and discovering how much
worse our damage might have been, we worc conscious of fires blazing all over the
city and onc particularly close to the chapels The planes werc there but half an
hour about ninc A.M., but that ovenirg whon wo went oubt onto the street that had
beon demolished, the heat from the fircs was still so great we could not go some
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,rplacos, about one third of tho city, and that included the business strocts. Smoke
poured up ovor the city all afternoons Therc werc no placcs left for my shopping
oxpoditiond Tragic stories were told by meny during the noxt few days and also
many storics of God's providence and protections

T do not think that I have ever beon in o more impressive worship service
than on the Sunday morning in the Anglican Church. Archdocacon Williams preached
on "Peaco of God" and both he and his interproter spoke in a wonderful monner.  In
fact at dimmer Mr. Williams told us that tho local pastor was very ik - sorry
no English word includes everything implied by thot -- worriocd, excitod, nervous
all arc includod, but when the preacher who did the interproting came in, ho was so
colm and quiet ond said to the other man, "Why be so afraid?" "God, our Father,
still loves us and will care for us." And that was just the spirit with which he
gave the message that morning.

, There had been no time to talk with anyone or to bogin to make plans to come
on from the city and tho "panie" having hit the city it would take "pull" to socurse
any tickets, I was happy to have my hest from Pusheng call and sey that they had
decided to come on and he had securcd a boat and would be glad for me To &ccompany
thom againe So on Wednesday morning we made o "erack of dawn" stert and that after-
noon I arrived here - this haven, which I om always tempted to spoll "heaven', where
they have real beds, running water, and in some houses clectric refripgerators, re-
cently published books and radios. : '

Tt is terrifically hot herc now, as you well lmow. I now weigh 20 pounds
lessse I fortunately have made a good rccovery from the truck incident, and so far
have rob had a boub with malarisc, ond my dysentory atboack did uobt prove serious, sO
that I am fooling woll, but tirede I look upon going to Shaowu as a place wheroe 1
will hove threc lines of work: Am going on invitation' of Hangchow University to
assist them in English toaching and secretarial work; to be a "student counscllor"

to our smnll group of Shanghai University students who will be taking work there,
hoping to proserve them as a nucleus for later University activities; and there, if
anywhere, there will be a chance to continuc some of the work with the Kinhwa Christ-
fan Council which has occupicd so much time those last six monthse It will mean
probably having rooms in the girls!' dormitory, a new temporary sbructurc, and lead=-
ing a simple life, for I have nothing with which to set up "housekeoping" as we lived
in the paste I have gne napkin, four toaspoons, a paring knife, and a cen-openecr,
but only one can of soup left, to begin "housekeeping"l  It's going to be fun seelng
how meny local things can be adaptced and how little onc can goet along wi the

Today a young woman who had boen working in the Mothodist Institubional
Church in Huchow called on ono of the missionaries hores She told me that she had
gotten out of Huchow thru a hole in the wall at night, hod been but o fow days in
Kinhwe and left there on the 19th on the train that was so badly bombeds “Thon I
have seen end expericnccd the effects of a group of nine cnemy bombs, I suppose that
it is but a tiny samplo of the six hundred or eight hundred we hoar about at placces
in Burope, but it does aid our imaginations to bhoetter approciste what must be going
n over therces Oh, that it can soon end end tho people of the world prepared to
moko peaces "This is my Fathert's World" continues to be onc of our favorite hymns
both in Bnglish and among the Chincsc.

Vory sincercly yourss

(signcd)" Ruth lothor




NEWS FROM THE CAMPUS COF FUKIEN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

Collected by Prof. E., M, Stowe
January 12, 1943

Fukien Christian University suffered from a serious loss when in the early
morning of Januery 5, 1943, a large brick residence that housed five staff and faculty
families burned to the ground. The families affected were those of Prof. and Mrs.

He Co Lin, Prof, and Mrs. Fu Chia-lin, Mr. and Mrs. Li Hsueh-shih, Dean and Mrs.
Te He Cheng, and Prof. and Mrse. E. Me Stowes

The fire originated from a defective fireplace in the apartment of Dean and
Mrse Cheng on the second floor. When discovered the space between the ceiling of +the
downstairs room and the floor of the room above was ablaze. The resources available
were inadequate to overcome this start, for it had been burning for some time when it
was providentially discovered at 2:30 A, I

Everyone escaped without serious injurye. The property losses of the families
of Dean and Mrse Cheng, and Dr. and Mrse. Stowe, both of which lived on the second
floor, were heavy, as were the losses of books, notes and other working equipment.
War conditions make replacement of many articles impossible. Losses might easily
‘have been much greater, however, had the discovery of the fire been made a little
laters The families that were burned out have been given temporary quarters else-
where on the campus.
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Profe Edwin Chen (Ch'en Hsing-yueh) has been called from his teaching task to
attend in Chungking an important training conference, called by the national govern=
ment for the purpose of making plans for post=war reconstructione Profs Ch'en was
a member of an earlier training group in which 6,500 persons participe ted. From
this original number, 100 highly qualified persons have been selected for this second
period of intensive study and planninge The work will be of the nature of a seminar
as bto its methods While Prof. Ch'en's absence from campus life is keenly felt, yet
the opportunity of the institution to contribute to this fore-sighted planning for
post-war problems was one not to be neglected.
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The continuation of the education of alumni after their graduation from
college 1s a responsibility which an increasing number of institutions of higher
education have of late recognizeds One illustration of ine-service training of. this
type was recently afforded when an alumnus who majored in Chemistry and was graduated
two years ago came back for a few weeks of intensive study. His problem concerned
oil production, an industry in which he, with several other alumni, is engaged, in
a successful effort to provide fuel for transportation vehicles, He was highly
satisfied with the results of the information he was able to glean from library and
laboratory resources, and returned to the plant to apply the meaning of the data
glcanede
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The purchase of books has become very difficult under war conditions, ~ in
fact, impossible as far as books in English are concerned. Various faculty membors
have engaged themselves to produce their owne Profe Lin Hsi-chien, for example, is
just completing a 100,000-character work on contemporary world politicss
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Profs Tan Jen-mei has embodied in a brochure results of studies on "Treining
of Secondary School Teachers in Fukien". Profs Lin Chen-yao, head of the Agronomy
Department, has produced a manual on farm cropss. Miss Eunice Thomas last year edited
"Freshman Readings in Modern Journalism", and had it printed locally. She will soon
have off the press a companion volume, "Freshman Readings in Modern Literature".
lMrse Es Me Stowe has just had come from the press Book One of workbooks in grammer
and rhetoric for Chinese students of Englishe A faculty group is at work on a sym-
posium, "Chinese Designs of Democracy',
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Under present conditions fresh importance attaches to the man who is able to
make one blade of grass grow where none grew before. That the same importance applies
to the growing of ducks is the belief of Profes Lin Shih-tze. During the past summer
he conducted a series of experiments which resulted in the discovery of the most
economical of available feeds., He found that to be a mixture of rice bran and wheat
bran with definite percentages of ash, salt and chopped vegetables,

The outcome of his studies are being utilized by a student in the Department
of Bducation who is preparing it for use among Mass Education Classess The scienti-
fic data are being set forth in a form and a vocabulary designed best to facilitate
learning.
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Hangehow University originally planned to erect necessary buildings immediate-
ly adjoining the campus site of FeCeUs The only available land, however, was that
occupied by graves. After the plot was fenced in it was discovered that taking
possession of it and effecting the removal of graves would involve tedious delays.
The college administration, thereforo, has decided to ercct buildings on a plot just
across the Shaowu Rivers. Ground has been broken and work started on two dormitories,
an administration building and a chapels Students will continue to utilize the
library and other facilities of F«CeUs
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Christmas was, in spite of the rigors of war, the occasion on the F.C.Us cam=
pus for many activities both of worship and of service as expression of the spirit of
the Advent seasones Among these were the following: the choir assisted in a special
Christmas service at Bast Gate Church., The Student Christian Association conducted
a moving worship service in our own Chapel on the Sunday evening preceding Christm s
Dayes IHengchow University students presented two plays on another evening. The Univer-
sity Glee Club presented the Candelight Carol Service on Christmas Eve, a service
that has for many years now been traditional. Service activities extended into the
local jail, to the home for the poor, to war orphans in a nearby home for them, in
service to wounded soldierss. This service was implomented by funds raised from the
two universities sharing this campus, funds amounting to nearly $3,500

One Fellowship group, believing that "the gift without the giver is bare",
raised special funds for providing a Christmas dinner for the 70 war orphans. Then
they bought the food, cooked it, and served it to the lusty appetites of the young-
sterse One college student said at the conclusion of it, "This is the happiest
Christmas I've ever had".
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mke one blade of grass grow where none grew before. That the same importance applies
to the growing of ducks is the belief of Prof. Lin Shih-tze. During the past summer
he conducted a series of experiments which resulted in the discovery of the most
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ly adjoining the campus site of FeC.U. The only available land, however, was that
occupied by graves. After the plot was fenced in it was discovered that taking
possession of it and effecting the removal of graves would involve tedious delays.
The college administration, thereforc, has decided to erecct buildings on a plot just
across the Shaowu River. Ground has been broken and work started on two dormitories,
an administration building and a chapel. Students will continue to utilize the
library and other facilities of FeCoU,

dode ok ok ko o o o ok ko

Christmas was, in spite of the rigors of war, the occasion on the F.C.Us cam=-
pus for many activities both of worship and of service as expression of the spirit of
the Advent scasone Among these were the following: the choir assisted in a special
Christmas service at Bast Gate Churchs The Student Christian Association conducted
a moving worship service in our own Chapel on the Sunday evening preceding Christm s
Daye. Hangchow University students presented two plays on another evening. The Univer-
sity Glee Club presented the Candelight Carol Service on Christmas Eve, a service
that has for many years now been traditional., Service activities extended into the
local jail, to the home for the poor, to war orphans in a nearby home for them, in
service to wounded soldierss, This service was implemented by funds raised from the
two universities sharing this campus, funds amounting to nearly $3,500.

One Fellowship group, believing that "the gift without the giver is bare",
raised special funds for providing a Christmas dinner for the 70 war orphens. Then
they bought the food, cookcd it, and served it to the lusty appetites of the young-
sterse One colilege student said at the conclusion of it, "This is the happiest
Christmas I've ever had".
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Publicity Material from Fukien Christian University
Jenuvary 12, 1943,

Fukien Christian University suffered from a serious
loss when in the early morning of January 5, 19,3, a large brick
residence that housed five staff and faculty families burned to the
ground . The famillies affected were those of Prof, and Mrs. H. C.
Lin, Prof. and Mrs. Fu Chia-lin, Mr. and Mrs. Li Hsueh-shih, Dean
and Mrs. T, H. Cheng, and Prof. and Mrs. E. M. Stowe.

The fire originated from a defective fireplace in the apartment
of Dean and Mrs. Cheng on the second floor. When discovered the space
between the ceiling of the downstairs room and the floor of the room
above was ablaze. The resources avallable were inadequate to overcome
this start, for it had been burning for some time when it was providen-
tially discovered at 2:30 A.M.

Everyone escaped without serious injurye. The property losses
of the families of Dean and Mrs. Cheng and Dr. and Mrs. Stowe, both
of which lived on the second floor, were heavy, as were the losses of
books, notes and other working equipment. War conditions make replace-
ment of many articles impossible. Losses might easily have been much
greater, however, had the discovery of the fire been made a little
later. The families that were burned out have been given temporary
quarters elsewhere on the campus.
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Prof. Edwin Chen (Ch'en Hsing-yueh) has been called from
his teaching task to attend in Chungking an important training confer-
ence, called by the national government for the purpose of making plans
for post-war reconstruction. Prof, Ch'en was a member of an earlier
training group in which 6500 persons participated. From this original
number, 100 highly qualified persons have been selected for this second
period of intensive study and planning. The work will be of the
nature of a semlinar as to its method. While Prof. Chten's absence
from campus life is keenly felt, yet the opportunity of the institution
to contribute to this foresighted planning for post-war problems was
one not to be neglected.
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The continuation of the education of alumni after their
graduation from college 1s a responsibility which an increasing number
of institutions of higher education have of late recognized. One
illustration of in-service training of this type was recently afforded
when an alumnus who majored In Chemistry and was graduated two years
ago came back for a few weeks of Intensive study. His problem con-
cerned oil production, an industry in which he, with several other
alummi, is engaged, in a successful effort toc provide fuel for trans-
portation vehicles, He was highly satisfied with the results of the
information he was able to glean from library and laboratory resources,
and returned to the plant to apply the meaning of the data gleaned.
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The purchase of books has become very difficult under war
conditions, - in fact, impossible as far as books in English are
concerned. Various faculty members have engaged themselves to
produce their own. Prof. Lin Hsi-chien, for example, is just com-
pleting a 100,000-character work on contemporary world politics.

Prof. Tan Jen-mei has embodied in a brochure results of
studies on "Training of Secondary School Teachers in Fukien".

: Prof. Lin Chen-yao, head of the Agronomy Department, has
produced a manual on farm CropSe.

Miss BEunice Thomas last year edited "Freshman Readings in
Modern Journalism" and had it printed locally. She will soon have off
the press a companion volume, "Freshman Readings in Modern Literature."

Mrs. E., M. Stowe has just had come from the press, Book One
of workbooks in grammar and rhetoric for Chinese students of English,

A faculty group is at work on a symposium, "Chinese Designs
of Democracy."
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Under present conditions fresh importance attaches to the man
who is able to make one blade of grass grow where none grew befors.
That the same importance applies to the growing of ducks is the belief
of Prof. Lin Shilh=-tze, During the past summer he conducted a series
of experiments which resulted in the discovery of the most economical
of availaeble feeds. He found that to be a mixture of rice bran and
wheat bran with definite percentages of ash, salt and chopped vegetables.

: The outcome of his studies are being utilized by a student in
the Department of Education who is preparing it for use among Mass
Education Classes. The scientific data are being set forth in a form
and a vocabulary designed best to facilitate learning. -
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Hangchow University originally planned to erect necessary
buildings immediately adjourning the campus site of F.C.U. The only
available land, however, was that occupied by graves, After the plot
was fenced in it was discovered that taking possession of it and
effecting the removal of graves would involve tedious delays. The
college administration, therefore, has decided to erect bulldings on
a8 plot just across the Shaowu River. Ground has been broken and work
started on two dormmlitories, an administration building and a chapel.
Students will continuve to utillize the library and other facilities of
Fo Ce U
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Christmas was, in spite of the rigors of war, the occasion
on the F.C.Us campus for many activities both of worship and of
service as expression of the spirit of the Advent season. Among these
were the following: the choir assisted in a special Christmas service
at Fast Gate Church. The Student Christian Association conducted a




moving worship service in our own Chapel on the Sunday evening pre-
ceding Christmas Day. Hangchow University students presented two
plays on another evening. The University Glee Club presented the
Candlelight Carol Service on Christmas Eve, a service that has for
many years now been traditional. Service activities extended into
the local jail, to the home for the poor, to war orphans in a nearby
home for them, in service to wounded soldiers. This service was
implemented by funds raised from the two universities sharing this
campus, funds amounting to nearly $3500,

One Fellowship group, belileving that "the gift without the
giver is bare," raised special funds for providing a Christmas dinner
for the 70 war orphans. Then they bought the food, cooked it, and
served it to the lusty appetites ¢f the youngsters. One college

student said at the conclusion of it, "This is the happiest Christmas
I've ever had."




CHRISTIAN LIFE ON A CHINESE COLLEGE WAR-TIME CAMPUS

by
Dre Ee¢ Me Stowe

The sixth year of the war in China is nearing its closes What have been the
effects of these years upon the colleges of the country? And what has happened to
the spevifically Christian purposes and activities of the Christian colleges? Friends
abroad of these institutions know in general of the determination to maintain higher -
education against all threats of blackouts Not all know the answers to the questions
posed aboves

These paragraphs give an answer in terms of one campus, that of Fukien Christian
Universitys This institution was moved to its refugee campus at Shaowu in the spring
of 1938 For nearly five years all its institutional life has centered on that cam-
puse A pen portrait of activities here may help make more vivid to those insulated
by great distance what actually goes on on such a campus.

Preliminary to description of Christian activities as such, however, the reader
should know something of genéral environing conditionse.

I

Plain living has become a necessary virtue in this new campus. Accompanying it
is at least the possibility of high thinkinge Goethe said that talent is developed
in solitudes Before these youth are catapulted into the stream of the world's life
they find here ample opportunity for the development of talents Communion with the
visible forms of nature is here an ever-present possibility., Much that is best in
Chinese culture is drawn from the love of nature. There are among her literary
figures many kindred spirits to the Hebrew poet'WhO'wrote "T 1ift mine eyes unto the
hills"s Here is assuredly an environment superior to that of some pre~-war campuses
where the latest movies, fashions or dances took the center of the stage.

The war years have taught valuable lessons about thrifte. Threadbare and
patched garments and hose become more common than any other kinde In some instances
the adaption has been an herioc one. For example three years ago a student came to
us from Singapores He flew most of the way by airplane. He arrived in a natty gray
suit that was the last word in cut and materiale Now he cheerfully wears darned
cotton garments and native cloth shoess Not that the normal hunger of youth for
color and beauty have been eliminateds This was well proven when our book store
recently offered for sale some ten cent store paper napkins that had been exhumed
from old storess They were snapped up in a flash, = not for plebian uses but to add
a dash of color to drab rooms. But the necessary limitations of a war-time campus
are accepted without gripinge.

Further, students living in the interior have had to become resourceful in pro=-
viding their own means of rivher livinge They no longer sit on the sidelines, merely
passive observers of movies, games or the performances of otherse Thelr club ac=-
tivities, carried on under the respective academic departments, call forth initia-
tive and responsibility; posters announcing club meetings would make a notable
collection of poster art, Literary effort is not stymied by abnormal printing costs;
bulletin boards blossom out in profusion with productions of opinion and literary
effort and are models of industry, calligraphy and neatnesss. Gardening, for many,
furnishes exercise once gained in the more aristocratic tennis, with tangible




dividends to supplement the all too scanty table fares, Manual labor of varied kinds
is carried on by students.

A last one of these general features is, for this campus, comparative insulation
from the ware To be sure there have boen occasions when the enemy troops were only
a comparatively fow miles away. And recurrent air-raid alarms malke the paths to air=
raid shelters fairly well troddene Also students are now subject to draft along with
other citizens. Exemption is possible for most of them, however, And on reflection
that for each one of those in college there are 10,000 of his fellows who never have
and never will seec the inside of a college library .or laboratory, the wisdom of the
policy that has prevented these few from becoming front~line casuvalbies is confirmeda
Knowing that they are bought with a price leads these students to add to the inten-
sity of their application to lessons,

These arc some of the background factors that have much potential significanco
for the Christian purposes of a Universitye

II

"When is o college Christian?" This question has been explored at much length
by relipgious leaders and educatorse Now the laws of spiritual living are such that
no claims by an institution that it is not as others can be accepted as convincinge
For whabtever spiritual progress is achioved by individual ors institution produces a
sensitivity to failures and instead of assuming credit all that can be said is "Lord,
be merciful”s We report here, factually, some of the activities that go on toward
the end of a Christian campuss

le Chapel services. The furnishing of the Chapel are of the simplest - pine
seats, pulpit, lectern, Communion Table and crosse. But something seems to happen
to those who frequent the services which are held in the quiet of this rooms None
but religious services are held in the Chapel. T¥hile it iacks the dim religious
light of stained glass it still possesses other condi%ions for worship in spirit and
in truthe Many of those who attend have known the chastisement of perplexities al-
most uwnto despair. The service, a brief one of from 20 to 25 minutes three times
weekly, in mid-morning, is long enough to realize anew the power available when those
of like faith assemble thomselves togethers

2e University Church. Twice monthly a Sunday morning worship service is held
in the university Chapels A robed choir contributes to the dignity of +the service
with its processional and recessionale There is a carefully worked~out ritual ser-
vice; the leader of the sorvice is o student. The me ssage of the service is delivered
by a faculty member, as a rule, a responsibility that is taken with much seriousness.

Just now a formal church organization is being effecteds It will wnite in a
single congregation the Christians of the communities of Fukien Christion University
and Iangechow Universitys It will also provide a more effective means of adding thoso
who may here decide for the first time to become members of the church to that body.

be¢ Fellowship groupss Not even the most pleasing of formal services can answer
all the needs of the spirit. Spontancity in religious living is furnished by fellow=-
ship groupse There are two kinds:

8o The Sunday Morning Fellowshipe This rescmbles most nearly an old-style
Quoker services Their characteristic provision is made for the moving of the Spirit.
There is no leader nor formal programe The group is not afraid of silence; rather
it finds it fruitful. Song, scripture, prayer - whatever expresses the neod of the
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individual concerned is called for or expressed. There are remarks on defeats, prob-
lems, victories. That the service contains some spiritual vitamins is evidenced by
its continuing vitality and spontaneitys. It meets before the Church services,

be The Christian Association on Fellowshipse This current semester about

150 students are participating in these groups. They arc student led, though each
has a faculty advisers Study, service, sheer fun - these are all features of the
group lifees One worked out for a guide a four-square code ( no relation to Sister
Aimee) based on Luke 2:52., Other fellowships found it worth adoptings One group
Tool it on itself to buy, cook and serve a Christmas dinner to 75 "wnrphanﬂ" "This
has been my happiest Christmas" concluded one freshman member of that groupe It is
an achievement to have that said after six years of war,

4e The Student Christian Associations The capable president of this organiza-
tion selected as a central purpose this year the opening of as many doors of service
as possible, for as many students as possiblee He has succeeded welle The cabinet
of 21 members, about equally divided botween men and women, conducts multifarious
Christion activities. These range from visiting those in jail and ministering to
orphanse through planning retreats and recreational gatherings, to arranging round
table discussions on current pressing problems and conducting a live bulletin board.
On that board appear translated excerpts from air-mailed copies of magazines like the
Christian Century and Christianity and Crisis, transmitted to us through the News-
letter of the National Christian Council.,

There is still more that might e saids For example: participation in activi-
ties of the near-by East Gate Church through choir and through Sunday-school teachers,
aiding Christian Associations in the four middle schools of Shaowu through the more
mature leadership which our students can give, occasional choral festivals in which
are sung the distinctive treasuros of this Christian art.

Thore is a scenc in Nietzsche's “Thus Spake Zarathustra® in which two travellers
came upon a priest going through his genuflections before his altar to Gode "But .
doesn't he know that God is dead"? inquires Zarathustra, If he is, this campus has
not yet been so informed. Nietzsche's obituary seems to have becn a bit premature.
Fukien Christian University conceives her service to the soul of China incomplete
until that soul finds its altare. As a nation China seems to fit the description
given by Sabatier to Ste. Francis in the period before his spiritual discoveries:
"Phe lonliness of a great soul without an altar".

There are many problems yet unsolved on the campuse. What, for example, of the
increasing numbers of students who come to us without any previous Christian contacts?
How secure a faculty whose academiec competence is matched by zeal for matters of the
spirit? IHow help meet the growing insistance of material needs of nutrition and
medicinc for bodies that temple the spirit? How replace the 19th century patterns
of thought about science and religion with conceptions in line with recent progress
in thought? IHow balance the progress of technology with progress in the purposes for
which sclontific control can be used? How provide for the student body as a whole
growth in religious intelligenco comparable with growth in other forms of lmowle dge?
How maintain faith when in a world brimming with the inhumanitics in which Christen=
dom finds itself forced to participate? To ask questions like these is to make clear
that, whatover satisfaction may be taken in present achievements, ‘the task ahead is
still such as to make complacency impossibles
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III

The Christian Colleges of China have before them tremendous challenges. Chinese
culture is rich with discoveries, made during long millenia, of moral laws involved
in living in mutual harmony. In a world where intimate association is inescapable
due to the neighborhood which modern science has brought about these moral discoveries
become of great momente The college world can conserve, interpret and ‘transmit this
spiritual heritage of China as can no other agencys |

‘But this spiritual heritage, for all its grandeur, lacks precisely -that which
Christianity has shown itself able to give, the dymamic which can transform the lives
of both the high and the humbles The Christian college in China in +the days of re=-
construction to come has for a distinctive part of its great mission the uniting of
the two great resources of the spiritual heritage of this ecivilization and the living
power of the spirit which has been releaged for humanity through Christ's revelation
of GOdL.




CHRISTIAN LIFE ON A CHINESE COLLEGE WAR-TIME CAMPUS

by

Dre Es Me Stowe

1943

The sixth year of the war in China is nearing its closes, What have been the
effects of these years upon the colleges of the country? And what has happened to
the specifically Christian purposes and activities of the Christian colleges? PFriends
abroad of these institutions know in general of bthe determination to maintain higher .
education ageinst all threats of blackouts Not all know the answers to the questions
posed above, ’ ' :

These paragraphs give an answer in terms of one campus, that of Fukien Christian
Universityes This institution was moved to its refugee campus at Shaowu in the spring
of 1938 For nearly five years all its institutional 1life has centered on that cam-
puse A pen portrait of activities here may help make more vivid to those insulated
by great distance what actually goes on on such a campus.

Preliminary to description of Christian activities as such, however, the reader
should know something of general environing conditions.

I

Plain living has become a necessary virtue in this new campus. Accompanying it
is at least the possibility of high thinkinge Goethe said that talent is developed
in solitudes Before these youth are catapulted into the stream of the worldls life
they find here ample opportunity for the development of talente Communion with the
visible forms of nature is here an ever-present possibility., Much that is best in
Chinese culture is drawn from the love of nature. There are among her literary
figures many kindred spirits to the Hebrew poet who wrote "I 1ift mine eyes unto the
hills"e Here is assuredly an environment superior to that of some pre-war campuses
where the latest movies, fashions or dances took the center of the stage.

The war years have taught valuable lessons about thrift. Threadbare and
patched garments and hose bBecome more common than any other kinde In some instances
the adaption has been an herioc one. For example three years ago a student came’ to
us from Singapore. He flew most of the way by airplans, He arrived in a natty gray
suit that was the last word in cut and materiale Now he cheerfully wears darned
cotton garments and native cloth shoese WNot that the normal hunger of youth for
color and beaubty have been eliminateds This was well proven when our book store
recently offered for sale some ten cent store paper napkins that had been exhumed
from old storess They were snapped up in a flash, = not for plebian uses but to add
5 dash of color to drab rooms. Bubt the necessary limitations of a waretime campus

" are accepted without gripinge.

Further, students living in the interior have had to become resourceful in pro-
viding their own means of richer livings They no longer sit on the sidelines, merely
passive observers of movies, gemes or the performances of otherse Their club ac-
tivities, carried on under the respective academic departments, call forth initia-
tive and responsibility; posters announcing club meetings would make a notable
collection of poster art. Literary effort is not stymied by abnormal printing costss;
bulletin boards blossom out in profusion with productions of opinion and literary
effort and are models of industry, calligraphy and neatnesse Gardening, for many,
furnishes exercise once gained in the more aristocratic tennis, with tangible
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dividends to supplement the all too scanty table fare, Manual labor of varied kinds
is carried on by students.

A last one of these peneral features is, for this campus, comparative insulation
from the wars To be sure there have been occasions when the enemy troops were only
a comparatively few miles away., And recurrent air-raid alarms make the paths to air-
raid shelters fairly well troddens Also students are now subject to draft along with
other ciltizens. Exemption is possible for most of them, howevers And on reflection
that for each one of these in college there are 10,000 of his fellows who never have
and never will see the inside of a college library or laboratory, the wisdom of the
policy that has prevented these few from becoming front-line casualties is confirmeda.
Enowing that they are bought with a price leads these students to add to the inten-
sity of their application to lessons.

These arc some of the background factors that have much potential significance
for the Christian purposes of a University.

1T

"When is o college Christian?" This question has been explored at much length
by religious leaders and sducatorses Now the laws of spiritual living are such that
no claims by an institution that it is not as others can be accepted as convincing.
For whatever spiritual progress is achieved by individual or institution produces a
sensitivity to failures and instead of assuming credit all that can be said is "Lord,
be mercifuls We report here, factually, some of the activities that go on toward
the end of a Christian campuse

le Chapel scrvices., The furnishing of the Chapel are of the simplest = pine
seats, pulpit, lectern, Conmunion Table and crosse. But something seems to happen
to those who frequent the services which are held in the quiet of this rooms None
but religious services are held in the Chapel, TWhile it lacks the dim religious
light of sbtained glass it still possesses other conditions for worship in spirit and
in truthe Many of those who attend have known the chastisement of perplexities al-
most unto despair. The service, a brief one of from 20 to 25 minutes three times
weekly, in mid-morning, is long enough to realize anew the power available when those
of like faith assemble themselves together. '

2¢ University Churchs Twice monthly s Sunday morning worship service is held
in the university Chapels A robed choir contributes to the dignity of the service
with its processional and recessionale There is a carefully worked=out ritual ser-
vice; the leader of the service is a students The message of the service is delivered
by a faculty member, as a rule, a responsibility that is taken with much seriousness. -

Just now a formal church organization is being effecteds It will unite in a
single congregation the Christians of the communities of Fukien Christian University
and Ilangchow Universitys It will also provide a more effective means of adding those
who may here decide for the first time to become members of the church to that body.

3¢ Fellowship groupse. Not even the most pleasing of formal services can answer
all the nceds of the spirite Spontaneity in roligious living is furnished by fellow=
ship groupss There are two kinds:

ae The Sunday Morning Fellowshipe This resembles most nearly an old-style
Quaker services Their characteristic provision is made for the moving of the Spirit.
Theye is no leader nor formal program. The group is not afraid of silence; rather
it finds it fruitful. Song, scripture, prayer - whatever expresses the neod of the
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individual concerned is called for or expresseds There are remarks on defeats, prob=
lems, victories. That the service contains some spiritual vitamins is evidenced by
its continuing vitality and spontaneity. It meets before the Church serviceses

be The Christian Association on Fellowships. This current semester about
150 students are participating in these groups. They arc student led, though each
has a foculty adviser. Study, service, sheer fun - these are all features of the
group lifes One worked out for a guide a four-square code ( no relation to Sister
Aimee) based on Luke 2:52. Other fellowships found it worth adoptinge One group
took it on itself to buy, cook and serve a Christmas dinner to 75 M"yrarphang’s "This
has been my happiest Christmas" concluded one freshman member of that group. It is
an achievement to have that said after six years of war.

4s The Student Christian Associatione The capable president of this organiza-
tion selected as a central purpose this year the opening of as many doors of service
as possible, for as many stwdents as possibles IHe has succeeded wells The cabinet
of 21 members, about equally divided botween men and women, conducts multifarious
Christion activities. These range from visiting those in jail and ministering to
orphansy through planning retreats and recreational gatherings, to arranging round
table discussions on current pressing problems and conducting a live bulletin board.
On that board appear translated excerpts from air-mailed copies of magazines like the
Christian Century and Christienity and Crisis, transmitted to us through the News-
letter of the National Christian Councile

There is still more that might te saids For example: participation in activi-
ties of the near-by Bast Gate Church through choir and through Sunday-school teachers,
aiding Christian Associations in the four middle schools of Shaowu through the more
mature leadership which our students can give, occasional choral festivals in which
are sung the distinctive treasurcs of this Christian art.

Thore is a scenc in Hietzsche's "Thus Spake Zarathustra" in which two travellers
came upon a priest going through his genuflections before his altar to Gods "Bub
doesn't he lmow that God is dead"? inquires Zarathustras If he 1s, this campus hes
not yet beer so informed. HNietzsche's obituary seems to have been a bit premature.
Fukien Christian University conceives her service to the soul of China incomplete
until that soul finds its altare. As o nation Chine seems to fit the description
given by Sabatier to Ste Prancis in the period before his spiritual discoveries:

"Phe lonliness of a great soul without an altar'.

There are many problems yet unsolved on the campus. What, for example, of the
increasing numbers of students who come to us without any previous Christian contacts?
How secure a faculty whose academic competence is matched by zeal for matters of the
spirit? How help meet the growing insistance of material needs of nutrition and
medicine for bodies that temple the spirit? How replace the 19th century patterns
of thought about science and religion with concoptions in line with recent progress
in thought? Iiow balance the progress of technology with progress in tho purposos for
which scicntific control cen e used? How provide for the student body as a whole
growth in religious intelligence comparable with growth in other forms of knowlo dge?
How meintain faith when in a world brimming with the inhuwianitics in which Christen-
dom finds itself forced to participate? To ask questions like these is to make clear
that, whatever satisfaction may be taken in present achievements, the task ahead is
still such as to make complacency impossible.
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The Christian Colleges of China have before them tremendous challenges. Chinese
culture is rich with discoveries, made during long millenia, of moral laws involved
in living in mutual harmony. In a world where intimate association is inescapable
due to the neighborhood which modern science has brought about these moral discoveries
become of groat momente The college world can conserve, interpret and transmit this
spiritual heritage of China as can no other QECNCY »

But this spiritual heritage, for all its grandeur, lacks precisely that which
Christianity has shown itself able to give, the dynamic which can transform the lives
of both the high and the humble, The Christian college in China in the days of re-
construction to come has for a distinetive part of its great mission the uniting of
the two great resources of the spiritual heritage of this civilizabtion and the living
power of the spirit which has been releaged for humanity through Christ?s revelation .
of G’Od.




Appendix A.

SNAPSHOTS FROM THE CAMPUS OF

FUKIEN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

(Ee Mo Stowe)
February 20, 1943

The second semester of the academic year of 1942-1943 opened in Shaowu
when classes were resumed February 8th, Enrollment figures are as follows:

Total lien Women
Seniors 38 28 10
Juniors 65 44 2l
Sophomores 127 9o 32
Freshmen 121 109 12
Special 7 5 2

tpremmssracrcy S s S

358 281
Enrollment by departments is as follows:

Chinese 21 19
History 15 12
Western Lang. 44 35
Education 36 20
Physics 21 18
Chemistry 49 56
Biology 30 19
Agronomy 25 ' 25
Horticulture 25 20
Rural Econ. 85 72
Special 7 )
* M oW ok ok

Recently a new flag pole was erected on the F,C.U, campus., This item
deserves mention for two reasons:y (1) We have been here in the interior long
enough to wear out one flag pole, (2) The students who gather before that mast
each morning in the flag~raising ceremony salute the flag of ‘white sun in a
clear sky' symbol of a China determined to remain free at whatever cost, After
nearly six years of war that flag waves over millions of Chinese who have not yet
seen one of their would-be invaders.,

* ok ok ko

Through a new radio-photo service between the United States and China,
pictures of ,the signing of the treaty abolishing extra-territorial rights between
the two countries were on our campus in a little over a month from the time
signatures were affixed. 1In the intervening month the picture had been transmitted
printed, and sent over many hundreds of miles of difficult road. Other pictorial
and printed material is becoming available to enable our campus to maintain closer
touch with events and thoughts of the world,

* %k % B %k
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Fukien Christian Unlver61ty

The Board of Education made available during the first semester of the
current year over $43,000, national currency, to aid needy students continue their
studiess. Further aid came through the National Student Relief Committee which
transmitted over $31,000, national currency, for that same semester. These
forms of aid are granted to students under specified categories, The University
added further help through aidships and scholarships. By such means students
have been able for the most part to contlnue their all-essentlal preparation, in
spite of rising living costs.

Students receiving aid from govermment and National Student Relief sources
are expected to contribute a certain number of hours of service per week for the
public good. Just at present that work takes the form of clearing up debris
from a recent campus firee.

Bk ok o %

Hangchow University continues its work on the campus of Fukien Christian
Universitye '~ There are 92 students enrolled with that institution during the
current term, According to the original plan, building was to be done by
Hangechow on a site immediately adjoining the F.C.U. campus. Due to the certainty
of tedious delays in grave removals, however, the authorities decided to go to a
new site altogether. It is across the Shaowu River; +there work is already in
progress on two dormitories and an administration building.
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By government regulation, each student expecting to graduate from College
or University is required to present a senior thesis in partial fulfillment of
conditions for graduation. The embarrassment met in the selection of topics is
not that experienced often by candidates for degrees in the West, who find
difficulty in locating unexplored fields of work. Here the embarrassment is
to make a choice in the virgin wilderness of problems needing exploration.

That senier thesis topics often have a strongly utilitarian flavor is
natural. [Following are a few samples framn the most recently graduated class, thost
leaving at the conclusion of the first semester of the current year: Chemical
Analysis of Total and Exchangable Bases of Shaowu Soil,by Lin Fei~len; Fish of
the Shaowu River, by Liao Siang~hua; Removing Persimmon Pucker, by Li Fang-chou;"
A Study of the Rural Economics of Hsiang~fong-hsiang, Lin Feng-hsiang; Industrial
Cooperatives in China, by Tai Yun-shane ‘

A graduate from the BEducation Department of two years ago, Mre. Yeh Mln-hsun,
has had his senior thesis, "The Formetion of Public Opinion," selected for ‘
publication and dlstrlbutlon by a govermment agency.
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The Agricultural Vocational High~school attached to F.C.U., is fortunate in
having as its principal an alumnus who has made himself one of the outstanding
tea experts of China. His name is Chang Tien-fu. Besides his efficient
direction of that school, he is able to carry on class and laboratory work in tea
culture. His students will participate in processing about 800 pounds of tea
during the season of this present year. The raw materials, in the form of the
freshly plucked leaves, are to be had from this region. The rich experience need-
ed for expert care of the leaves for producing various forms of delicate flavor
will come from Mr. Chang's knowledge of that lore, gained through extensive study
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and practical experience. Fresh leaves cost about §$§2 per pound; +the finished
products command about $30 per lb. at present.
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By recent government order, students who are graduated this spring from
Senior High Schools will be asked to give six months of service in some aspect
of social or political worke Full details are not yet ennouncede. This work
will serve the double purpose of relieving need for personnel, and inducting
students into first-hand experience of social work. If carried out as announced,
there will be no entering Freshman class until the second semester, 1943-1944.

E N K K R

A church organization is bheing set up on the combined campuses of Fukien
Christian University and Hangchow University. The purpose is to effect closer
relationships between students and faculty members and workmen who may be, or
may wish to become, members of a church. It is expected to be instituted
during the present semester. A constitution and a statement of faith are being
worked out at this writing. ‘ ‘

S I

President C. J. Lin hopes to attend the Council of Higher Education and
the Meeting of the National Christian Council, to be held in Szechuen in May of
this year,

¥* ¥ ok ok %k




Appendix A,

SNAPSHOTS FROM THE CAMPUS OF

FUKIEN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

(E o Mo S'tOWG)
February 20, 1943

The second semester of the academic year of 1942-1943 opened in Shaowu
when classes were resumed February 8th, Enrollment figures are as follows:

Total lien Women
Seniors 38 28 10
Juniors 65 44 21
Sophomores 127 96 32
Freshmen 121 109 12
Special 7 5 2

it ——————————— L D

558 281

Enrollment by departments is as follows:
Chinese 21 19
History 15 12
Western Lang. 44 35

" Education 36 20
Physics 21 18
Chemistry 49 36
Biology 30 19
Agronomy 25 2o
Horticulture 25 20
Rural Econ. 85 ’ 72
Special 7 o

L

Recently a new flag pole was erected on the F,.C.U, campus. This item
deserves mention for two reasons: (1) We have been here in the interior long
enough to wear out one flag pole, (2) The students who gather before that mast
each morning in the flag-~raising ceremony salute the flag of 'white sun in a
clear sky' symbol of a China determined to remain free at whatever cost. After
nearly six years of war that flag waves over millions of Chinese who have not yet
seen one of thelr would-be invaders. . ' ‘

#* % ok &k K

Through a new radio-photo sService between the United States and China,
pictures of the signing of the treaty abolishing extra-territorial rights between
the two countries were on our campus in a little over a month from the time
signatures were affixed. In the intervening month the picture had been transmitted
printed, and sent over many hundreds of miles of difficult road., Other pictorial
and printed material is becoming available to enable our campus to maintain closer
touch with events and thoughts of the world.
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The Board of Education made available during the first semester of the
current year over $43,000, national currency, to aid needy students continue their
studiess Further aid came through the National Student Relief Committee which
transmitted over $31,000, national currency, for that same semester., These
forms of aid are granted to students under specified categories, The University
added further help through aidships and scholarships. By such means students
have been able for the most part to continue their alle-essential preparation, in
spite of rising living costs. ‘

Students receiving aid fram govermment and National Student Relief sources
are expected to contribute a certain number of hours of servite per week for the
public goode Just at present that work takes the form of clearing up debris
from a recent -campus fire. '

¥ ok ok ok %

Hangchow University continues its work on the campus of Fukien Christian
University. There are 92 students enrolled with that institution during the
current term, According to the original plan, building was to be done by
Hangchow on a site immediately adjoining the F.C.U. campus. Due to the certainty
of tedious delays in grave removals, however, the authorities decided to go to a
new site altogether. It is across the Shaowu River; +there work is already in
progress on two dormitories and an administration building.
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By government regulation, each student expecting to graduate from College
or University is required to present a senior thesis in partial fulfillment of
conditions for graduation. The embarrassment met in the selection of topics is
not that experienced often by candidates for degrees in the West, who find
difficulty in locating unexplored fields of work. Here the embarrassment is
to make a choice in the virgin wilderness of problems needing exploration.

That senier thesis topics often have a strongly utilitarian flavor is
natural. Following are a few samples fram the most recently graduated class, thosc
leaving at the conclusion of the first semester of the current year: Chemical '
Analysis of Total and Exchangable Bases of Shaowu Scil,by Lin Fei~len; Fish of .
the Sheowu River, by Liao Siang~hua; Removing Persimmon Pucker, by Li Fang-chou; :!
A Study of the Rural Economics of Hsiang-fong-hsiang, Lin Feng-hsiang; Industrial
Cooperatives in China, by Tai Yun=shan. ’

A graduate from the Education Department of two years ago, Mre. Yeh Min-hsun,
hes had his senior thesis, "The Formation of Public Opinion," selected for :
publication and distribution by a govermment agency.
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The Agrieultural Vocational High=-school attached to F.C.Ue is fortunate in
having as its principal an alumnus who has made himself one of the outstanding
tea experts of China. His name is Chang Tien-fu. Besides his efficient
direction of that school, he is able to carry on class and laboratory work in tea
culture. His students will participate in processing about 800 pounds of tea
during the season of this present year. The raw materials, in the form of the
freshly plucked leaves, are to be had from this region., The rich experience need-
ed for expert care of the leaves for producing various forms of delicate flavor
will come from Mr, Chang's knowledge of that lore, gained through extensive study
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and practical experience. Fresh leaves cost about $2 per pound; the finished
products command sbout $30 per lb. at present.
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By recent government order, students who are graduated this spring from
Senior High Schools will be asked to give six months of service in some aspect
of social or political work. Full details are not yet announceds This work
will serve the double purpose of relicving need for persomnel, and inducting
students into. first-hand experience of social work. If carried out as announced,
there will be no entering Freshman class until the second semester, 1943-1944.

I N B N

A church organization is being set up on the combined campuses of Fukien
Christian University and Hangchow University. The purpose is to effect closer
relationships between students and faculty members and workmen who may be, or
may wish to become, members of a church,. It is expected to be instituted
during the present semester. A constitution and a statement of faith are being
worked out at this writing.
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President C. J. Lin hopes to attend the Council of Higher Education and

the Meeting of the National Christian Council, to be held in Szechuen in May of
this year, ‘ '
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Publicity material, F.C.U. to Associated Boards of Christian Colleges
in China, March 29, 193,

Bishop We Y. Chen was a recent visitor to the campus of
FeCoU, His former colleagues were rejoiced at an opportunity to renew
a valued friendship. And students found his messages, several of
which were packed into a short stay, unfailingly inspiring. His
reputation for platform ability, deep scholarship and warm religious
eXperience all were amply conflrmed, It was perhaps a revelation to
some - students without previous Christian contacts to find one of his
caliber happy to be devoting his 1life to the leadership of the Church.

High printing costs put out of the question the publications
once the pride of student clubs. But the impulse has been sublimated
into another forme The pathway in front of and around the side of
Gowdy Memorial Library might well be dubbed Wall-paper Avenue. Student
groups vie with each other in producing a paper that will capture
Interest through its artistic illustrations, neatness, calligraphy,
and content, "What'!s so interesting about this issue"? a student
was asked who was part of a group around a fresh edition. "Its
taste is sour" was the expressive Chinese idiom in reply. Voltaire
would have understood what was meant.

Another form of education to the public is provided by an
exhibit case sponsored by the Natural History Club. Recently a
small aquarium was placed in it, containing a cluster of frog eggs in
the process of evolving into tadpoles. After they were launched on
thelr career, a Cecropia moth was there for admiration of its startling
beautye. This week it is a life-like exhibit of species of the praying
mantis. Even the most confirmed bookworm can hardly remain in entire
ignorance of the marvels in surrounding nature when thus put where he
who runs may read.
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To enter the library of F.C.U. at night and see from 350 to
J00 dark heads bent over books and notes under the green~-shaded electric
lights 1s to witness a fairly intense application to cerebration. But
not so Intense that time out cannot be taken to inquire on the why and
wherefore of the whole process. Recently the San Min Youth Corps
sponsored a round table discussion on "The Function of Higher Education
in Post-war China." After three faculty members expressed their views
to initiate discussion, students followed with their ideas. That
the meeting lasted three hours attests something else than the comfort
of the seats, for they were not comfortabls, Of the dissatisfactions
expressed by students, perhaps the chilef one concerned the mechanical
nature of much present work, with its "trivium" of assignments, note-
books, and examinations. The perennial problem of a sufficient
quantity of qualified teachers was also recognized as becoming acute.
Had the participants been familiar with the dissertation written by
Prof. He E. Chen, former Dean of F.C.U. on "Developing Patterns of the
College Curriculum in the United States" they might have had suggestions
of further possibilities of Improvement in higher education.
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Prof. Wang Ching-ho is continuing on the F.C.U. Experimental
Station studies of varieties of wheat which he began some +time agoe.

The study began with over 600 varieties, collected from various regions




of both China and the rest of the world.
reduced to something over 100,

(27 ]

That number has now been

The purpose is to find what varieties

promise maximum yield under soil and climatic conditions of these

latitudes.

Prof. Chang T'ien-fu, principal of F.C.U.'s Middle School,
a nationally recognized tea expert, plans this spring to process

about 800 pounds of tea.

He will induct his classes into some of

the tea lore which his studies and experience have so thoroughly

taught him.

The fresh tea leaves will be secured from this region

that for long years was synonymous with the highest obtainable quality

of tea.

Thackery had only to use the term "Bohea", a region just beyond

our horizon, to be understood to mean the best of all teas.

Prof. Chang's teaching does not interfere with efficient

conducting of the Agricultural High School,
each student in the school has three vegetable plots to cultivate.

Besides classroom work,
They

bring to the student from $20-$30 monthly, and to the school sbout

$1,000 monthly as a total.

What they bring to the students in

experience 1is registered not in account books but in synopses and long

memoriese.
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The annual crop of senior theses will soon be ready for harvest

in I?.(}.I].
below,

Name
Chang Tsung-jen

Hsieh Pin-kang
Shih I-chien
Chen Al-ching
Cheng Chu~ching

Su Ken-hsin

Chen Wei-hsin

Chiang Han

Lin Hua-chang
Kuo Wen-ching

Wu Chih~hsun
Chuang I-hsin

Chen Ping-lu
Chen Chu-ming

Chang Hsien-ta
Chiang Fu-tan

Lin Wen-chen

Lin Kang

Department
Chinese

English

Fducation
11

"
1

4]

Physics

1
.18

Biolggy

Agro%omy

Horticulturs
'‘Rural Economics

1] "

4] "

- 2 -

The topies of investigation of this term's senilors are noted

Topic
A Study of the Novel of the Tang
Dynasty.
Translation of "The Christ I know"
Tasks of the County Education Bureau
A Project as Visiting Teaching
Functions of the Personnel Officer,
Secondary Schools
Preparing Study Material for Shaowu
Adult Education

Knowling the Bible: A unit of

curriculum material for Middle

School Students.,
Precise Measurement of the Frequency
of Locally-made Tuning Forks
Hysterisis Loss of Several Metals
Variable Change of Voltage of Locally
made Standard Elctric Cell
Anatomy of the One-eyed Carpe.
Secondary Sex Characteristics of the
Male Damsel Fly of North Fukien
Advanced Experiments in Rice-growth.
The Effect of Sulphur on Rice-growth.
The Control of Tomato Wilt
Production and Marketing of Shaewu
Paper. ’
Production and Marketing of Rice in
Kienning and Taining Counties.
Fiscal Systems of Chinese Cooperatives
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Chang Chun-ching Rural Economics A Comparative study of long-term
Credit Systems of Agriculture:
Germany, Italy, United States,
Japan and China.

Feng Chen-fu " " Price Fixing in Theory and Practice.

Huang Hsi-~ho " " History of Foreign Marketing of
Chinese.

Yang Ho " " The Farm Tenancy System of China,
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Plans for initiating a Union Church for the communities of
Hangchow University and Fukien Christian University are being completed.
A constitution has been drawn up, and arrangements made for starting
the new congregation during the current term. The aims include

l. To provide guidance in religious knowledge and living.

2. To provide a place of membership for those deciding to enter tls way.

ﬁ. To provide a church home for those already members elsewhere.

« To provide the traditiomal aids to Christian living, as worship,

sacraments, etc.

5. To see that members leaving this place be introduced to local churches
in their new place of residence.

6. To engage in needed service activities in cooperation with other
church groups.
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Brief Report of Fukien Cnristian University, Shaowu, Fukien K

I. NAMEs Fukien Christian University V/Wﬂcj””{,*l

II. DESéRIPTION:

Home campus, Foochow; Refugee campus, Shaowu since 1938

Foundaed in 1915 _ '

Purposs of Founders "To provide nigher education for youtn in China under such
influences as will devslop Cnrlstlan character and leadership to meat the deeper

neods of SO"‘l@t‘yo '
Participating mission boards are Methodist, Congregational Churcn, tne Reformed

Caurech of Amerieca, and the Anglican Gaurch.
The governing body on tha field is the Board of Managers made up of rapresentatives

from the official bodies of the respective denominations as oerganized in Fukien Province
The governing body in America is the Board of Trustees made up of repressntatives ..

from the participating misgion boards in Americe and England.

Now operates three colleges, namely, College of Arts, College of Science, and College
of Agriculture, with ten departmentsi~ Arts: Departments of Chinese, Western
Languages, History, Bduecation; Science: Departments of Biology, Chemistry, Physies;
Agricultures Departments of Agricultural Heonomics, Horticulturas, Agronomy.

PI‘O,'] egtb H

1. In tne Arts Gollqgg
Qe Chlnese Gultural Studies (financed by the Harvard-=Yenching Institute)

Fukien Culturse is enphasized through research work and the collection
of material, the results of which is publlshed in our quarterly,
"Fukien Culture®.

2o In the Agricultural Collecs
ae Apricultural Boonomics Papsrtment

1) Cellecting materials and data of economic value in Fukien Province
a8 a contribution towards reconstruction.

be Agronomys Resecrch is carried on in

1) Rice breading, the purpose of which is to find varieties suitable
for North Fukien whnich will yield more per acree. Two new
varietise have bsen discovered whicn will yield 407 more than
the native local varlety.

2) Wnant breeding, tre alr of wnich is to find what varieties promise
the maximum yield for the climatic conditions of tuese latitudes
and the best dicease resistart variety. During the progrees of the
experiment many varieties have proved to be unsuitable and have
been discarded. The plantings of this season wers of over 100 varieties

3) Tea manufacturing. Fukien is not only one of the best tea-producing
regions in all Cnina, but is also world famous for the quality of
tea produced. F.CoU. is now manufacturing tea under a nationally
famous tea expert, the process of which serves as the laboratory

of a class in tea.

fruit in this locality,
peclally the natlve tangerlaeo

2d Ve egotables - raising vegetable seeds with a view to introducing to
this region better seed and some new vegetables, cabbage, Irish
potatoes, and btomatoaes, for example, which were not raised nere
nefore tine university moved to Snaowu., Speeidl attention is given
to producing discase resistant varieties, particularly with
refererice %o potatoss and tomatoes wnich ars often attacked by
wilt at about the time of flowering of the plants.
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d. Animal Husbhandry: _
1) Ducks, Chickens, rabbits. Besides breading better stock, botn from
the standpoint of layers and for table use in the case of ducks
and chickens, much experimental work is carried on with a view to
finding out tne best and most economic feed for fowls and rabbits.
+ o, Forestry
1) Plantings of pine and tung oil seedlings four years ago on the bare
hillsides nave proved succsssful. Rasults to date confirm our
belief that the project will prove to ba of economic and financial valua.

3. In_the Science Collaga
Qe EiOlogy -

1) Bugaged in making a survay of Fukien vertebrate fauna. A preliminary
survey snows that Fukien possesses more than 407 of vertebrats
animals recorded in all China.

2) Economie value of Fukien birds. Seven species nave besen studied
with respect to their relationship to agriculture.

3) Hybridization of frogs in Fukien, particularly with reference to
exparimental partihnenogenesis.

4) A survey of Shaowu mosquitoes and means of biological controle

! 5) Life-nistory studies of blood flukes and lung flukes found in Fukien.
’ (About 50 scientific reports nave been published on the above).
be Chemistry

1) War-time scarcity and nigh cost of alecohol forced the department to
make its own aleohol for the last four years, using unpolished rice.
Special attention is given to how to make it so as to get the best yield.

2) War-time shortage of photographic materials induced a young instructor
to do ressaren work on negatives of the roll film type, with fair
results to date.

3) The discovery tnat crude oil and a gasoline substitute could be made
from old pine roots was made in tre Chemistry laboratory by one of
our young instructors several years ago. Upon hearing of this the
Fukien Transportation Company made arrangemsuts witn the university
to release the instructor to make experiment on a larger scale at
government expense. At the ead of a year long-run tests wers made
by the Traansportation Company, since which time the government has
besn financing the project on a commercial basis to help mest the
fuel snortage.

4) Soil analysis in a district (Kutien) winere salt is used as fertilizer
in an effort to find the explanation of the same.

¢ Physigs ~ Much valuable apparatus has been made in the Pnysiecs Work Shop
during thess years of isolat ion dus to the effective blockade.

IIT. COST s ONC$1,889,701.12
Source of Income: Sustaining Fund US$57,000 @ 18 (bggﬁgt) CNe$1, 026 ,000. 00
Trustees (New York) : 428,371.12
Field S | 435,330, 00
gNC$1,889,701°12

IV. NUMBER OF PRTRSONS INVOLVED:
a. Faculty, including agssistants, men 49, women 18 = 67
be Clerical force, including tecnnicians 38
¢. Workmen, including Agricultural College _80 185
de Students _406
TOTAL, not including staff families which euaudkd 591
would bring the number up to at least 1000,




Publicity Material to Associated Boards, April 19, 1943

Campus Events

On April 6th the members.of the Chemistry Society of Fukien
Christian University took occasion to pay their respects to the head
of the Department of Chemistry, Prof. T. H. Wang. The event commen-
orated the close of five years of work in Shaowu. Prof. Wang has been
intimately associated withthe 1life of the institution in its new
environment. It was he who was sent to supervise the rehabilitation
of the campus and buildings before the move was made. He accompanied
the first group that made the long and difficult trek. In the
subsequent years he has steadily and quietly carried on his teaching,
administrative, and other duties as head of the Department of Chemistry,
head of the School of Science, and as part of the administrative
organizatione.

Tribute to his services was paid by Pres. Lin, who commented
on a devotion to his tasks through these years both before and after
moving that is priceless. Students joined with a tribute to his
teaching and research abilities, and not less to the friendly guidance
and sound advice always avallable to all students. It was made
abundantly clear that "T.H." is one of the pilllars without whom the
institution would be irreparably weakened.

The celebration closed in lighter vein with a program of
demonstrations of "chemical magic", music, and a dramatic presentation.
At all of these the members of the Chemistry Society proved themselves
equally adepte.

Dean T. He Cheng, head of the Department of Biology, has
received recognition from the Ministry of Education for his outstanding
work in ornithologye. The recognition came in the form of substantial
financial grants made by the Ministry to enable him to continue his
research, collecting and writing. Dean Cheng has been tireless in
pursuing his observations during the years in Shaowu, and has assembled
a large amount of data on species of birds to be found here, their
habits of migration, and has collected and mounted specimens and thelr
nests. :

The F.CosUe Weokly that reports the Ministry's citation notes
that during these years Dean Cheng has written 37 articles totaling
over 100,000 characterse. He has produced six publications in the
field of biological science and has three more at present in course
of preparatione These altogether total over a million characters.
These tasks have been carried on in addition to classroom teaching,
directing of laboratory work, and the efficient carrying on of the work
of the office of the Dean of Studles.

As a recognition of the sustained carrying on of professional
tasks in the field of Higher Education, the Ministry of Education has
made financial awards to persons in Fukien Christian University who
have been related to higher education here or elsewhere for ten years or
longere. Grants were made as a token of recognition to the following:

- ]l -
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Longer than 20 years: Profs. Claude Kellogg and Roderick Scott.
Longer than 10 years in F.C.Us: Pres. Ce Je Lin, Prof. We Je.
Sutton, E. M. Stowe, To H, Cheng, T. H, Wang, Y. C. Lin, |
Longer than 10 years in this and other institutions: Profs.
Chen Hsing-yueh, Chiang Yun-sheng, Lin Hsi-chien, Chen Hsi-tsu, Mrs.
E. M, Stowe, Miss Eva Asher.
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A number of public debates and round-table discussions have
lately been sponsored on the campus by various organizations. The
- History Club, for example, sponsored a round-table discussion on the
possibility of permanent peace after this war. The Student Christian
Association promoted a discussion on the place of Christianity in
post-war reeconstruction. Another organization was responsible for
a debate on whether or not present-day college students should allow
themselves to fall in love. So far no debate has been announced on
the probability of the sun's rising.

Some interesting figures occur in a thesis being written by
Mr. Chen Wei~hsin, The subject, a curriculum unit on "Knowing the
Bible" for Senior Middle School students, involved discovering how
present-day students feel about the Bible, and what relation this may
have with home and other backgrounds, Below are reproduced some

facts of seme interest.

Buddhism Christian Confucian Mohammedism None

No. % No. % No, % No. % Noe %
Religion of 233 36 215 30 55 8.5 1 ol 145 20
family

Personal religion 2 3.6 375 59 33 he6 O 0 201 30.L

The schools from which the data were secured were Christian schools,

"Christianity or nothing" seems a valid conclusion as far as these
students are concerned. Incidentally there is a renewed awareness
abroad of how important strong Christian middle schools are for the
future of Christianity in the colleges and universities, both government
and private.
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Not Jong ago the Self-CGovernment Association of the student body
put on a play, through its drama group. The objective, apart from the
drmatic impulse itself, was the raising of funds for the benefit of
wounded soldiers now stationed in this city. For the latter purpose,

a sum of about $5:OOO was realized. Of no less significance was the
subject-matter of the play. It concerned the problem of marriage and
family life of a girl with modern education, and the contrasts of the
freedom of school days with the restrictions involved in playing a part

as a unit in a family system. "Some of the girls cried afterward" was
one testimony, but it came from a mere man, with some discount perhaps duse.
It seems not unlikely that the women students of this generation will do
their share in fighting for a fifth freedom, that of women,
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Prof. Huang Yu Shu of the Department of Education finds deep
interest in close study of China's ancient Classics, and developing
relationships between thelr teachings and those of a Christian
outlook on 1life. Of labte he has given careful study to one of China's
most ancient and difficult literary treasures, the Y1 Ching, or Book
of Changes. He plans . to publish in due .course his reflections on its
inner meanings. In the meantime, he shares hils thoughts in
occasional addresses on ths subject, to the very great interest of
his student hearers. '

M
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One direct contribution to economic needs and to war effort
has come out of the Chemistry Laboratory of F.C.Us A professor there
developed a process of distilling gasolene and lubricating oil
from resinous pine roots, of which great quantities oceur in this
wooded region, Long-run tests have shown his products eminently
usable, and capable of meeting crucial transportation needs. The
details may need to wait until after the war for full reporting.
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REUPCORT ON FUKIEN CHRISTIAN UNIVEIRSTITY

(This revort is based on a two-day visit to Shaowu during the
middle of larch, a visit later in the month to the Foochow
campus, and conversations with the university administration
and with other people in Fukien., In view of the fact that
F.C.U. has kept the home office better informed then most in-
stitutions, I shall not describe the work of the university
in detail but shall limit myself to a discussion of certain
phases and problems of its work,)

LOCATION ANY BUILDINGS:

- Shaowu, Fukien Christian Universty's home for the past five years, is
a esmall city in northern Fukien, a relatively backward region where there
has never hefore heen a university. Shaowu is connected by motor road with
northern Kiangsi, and by river and mobor road with Nanning and Foochow, It
is one or two days by road from Nanping, which is one or two days by boat
from Foochow,

The city is a little too near to Chekiang and northern {iangsi to make
it free from danger of Jananese invasion, The Javanese occuvation of Che-
xiang a year =go caused considerable apprehension in northern Fukien, and a
certain amount of fesr is always present. However, there appears to be no im-
mediate danger,

Probably the chief advantage of the site is the fact that Shaowu contained
a considerable number of mission buildings - hofdital, school, residences -
which were mot in regular use and so availahle for the university. Indeed,
the university can be considered as exceptionally fortunate, as these buildings
provided it with better refugee quarters than have been avallable for any
refugee institution except perhaps Hwanan.

In spite of these buildings, however, the universty has made considerable
additions during the past five years, especially in the form of residences and
dormitories. These are all simple but attractive and usable., Some are of
wood, but later ones have been built of pounded earth, which provides greater
strength and better insulation., This orocess of bhuilding was still going on
when I arrived,

Pres, Lin assured me that the end had been reached, That there bhe no
change in this decision seems to me very important in view of what one can see
of the future., Most of the building has heen the result of the exvansion of
the university discussed below., Whether or not this has been justifiable is
open to question; but certainly any further bullding would be most hard to
justify. I presented this point as clearly and as forcefully as I could.

An interesting feature of the campus is the electric light plant, the
current being produced by an old Ford engine driving a Japanese generator.
Teficient use seems to have been made of the limited equivment available,

ToUIPMIHT AND SUPFLING:

The presence of river communication all the way from Foochow %o Shaowu,
with consequent cheap transportation, and the fact that F.C.U. moved early
in the war made it nossible to bring along almost all the eculvment and sup-
plies owned in Foochow,

The library is, without much gquestion, the bhest library in any yefugee
Christian college; it may even be the best in any Christian college 1n Free
China. Though it had not been possible to add Western books recently, im-
portant additions have been made to the Chinese collection. The collections
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are adequately, though not too conveniently, housed.
sclence equipmeqt, while not entirelv adecuste for the load of teaching- *
now necessary, is s~tisfactory and far better than that of institutions which
moved under Tess favorable circumstances, Chemicals are ruanins low, but
there is »Hrobably enough of most things £o last a year or two 1onger.

Some
new collections have been started, and the collection of birds

of Northern

?ukien will contribute to the completeﬂeso of the fine collectlon left behind
in Foochow, Good use is being mace of what equipment is available, and the
manufs ture of equipment in a small machine shap is narticulsrly wrc&seworthJ.

FACULTY

I was impressed by the spnirit of the Jﬁ?V@TT“uT 2 cultj, Prerident Lin
avperrs Lo have the loval cooperation of all his ~taff, Particularly evident
is the enthusiasm of the groun, not only for F.J.L. but aleo for rendering
gservice to community and countrv. T was not in Shaowu long enough to Jjudge
with great accuracy, but my imoression was t‘°+ the Christian charazter of the
faculty was beins fsoirly well maintained.

On the other hand, there is a certzin vouthfulne: ¢ in the faculty that
suzzests either tha#u T, J.U. has not heen ahle to retain its older men or that
it has meen growing too fast, Presicdent Lin stated th-t he is I sving ¢iffi-
culty persus :ding well-trained and experienced men to Join the staff beczause
of the locetion of the institution, There is far greater readiness to go
iest than for those in West China to go kast, for Fukien still seems isolated -
it not part of the front lines, This enthuslasm ie a valuable and contag1oum
thing, but needs to he balanced,

Relations between Chinese and Vestern members of the staff are Cefinitely
ahove the average, This is in vart due to dreater unffornity of treatment,
particularly in regard to housing,

) Jalaries seemed to me low, “hile living costs in Shaowu are relatively
low, ther are rising renidly and there seems reanl neecd ”or incresce, 1 urged
Oﬂe irmrovenent and wag informed that a 205 incrence or the hasic wrg being
coneidered, Thig seems guite justifiable, The salrryr scale for nrofessors

in larch was as poJ’omu. |
Dasic Salary S IN258Y0 - 440
Suhsic;y Tor Self 120 100
Sussicy for Tanily of D 20 20
(520 per mout +h)
205 of ahove 116 - 130
”.’Cﬂ‘,kf» luhqﬂ')u (D 780
Pronoged 200 74 18]
" PROPOIED TCOTAL NC3770 - 265

1”1‘ AN
\'Dj_ )J‘-Lh. hor

il ﬁid not have much onmnortunity to see the etucents and th Pir if
beyond visiting cormitories and on@ﬂfln” o the gtudent hody,
evar that the; are &+lLl Living better than their XemkmrrvF FXiﬁWﬁ
wjvq fellows, <The men's ﬂovmltorlpr are commirable to thoge o“ refu
lpubltut ong elzavhere; the girls' are hetter. 5o Ty, lower cogtg hmV@
anzhled them to live bﬂ++ex Than studente i Jest ‘blﬂq ﬁlm0.00 a month
woe securing egrs, hean millk, and m@vr 211 of whick were out of the reach of
students in Che -W+11 paving nesrly twice as much, ™ig is not to suggest that
ther are living too well, And livina 00°fe w11l soon cut down thece retions,
I was 1Mﬁr@sc@c hy the unonid worli beint cone Hrostudents 1n IMOrOViIT
the ammerance of the cammus,

'T';‘IT"'\ R L le BN
PR S REVIRETD It

The 7.0.1, hudiet seems to me to helons to that smell groun of honest




znd realistic budgets. I'r, Robert McClure and Miss ® a.géher égé evidently
~dolng a good job.

The addition of US312,000,00 to susséining funds, which I was able to re-
port while in Shaowu, shoulcd enable the university to balance its 1942-43
buéget.

The 19242-44 hudget does not appear excessive for the activities involved.
Indeed, I helieve some estimates too low, particularly that of 255 increase
for living. I suggested a higher figure while pointing out that Founders and
sustaining funds could not be counted on for any more, I believe this increase
can be taten care of through greater local iicome, The IHinistry of Tducation
grant of NC360,000 should be at least doubled; end the alumni ought to be
called on at this time, Granted the program, there does not seem to be much
room for criticism of the budget, except that there does not appear to be any
likelihood of balancing it without retrenchment or finding additional sources
of incomnme,

That is the problem facing F.C.U. Has all the exnansion that has taxen
place heen justifiable in view of the financial situation, and is there to be
any further exnansion? The doubling of the student body and the increawe of
activities in the College of Agriculture have laid the foundation for a serious
problem when prices start to rocket, I urged as strongly as I could that
all thought of expansion in numbers or activities be dropned so far as next

yvear is concerned; and I recommended that consideration be given %o possible
retrenchment,

THTD POST-UAR FUTURE:

The question of coomerstion or amalgamation with “wanan has been covered
in my report on the latter institwtion. It is hardly necessary to remarx that
F.C.U., views possible am-lgsmation much more fevorably than does Hwanan,

17 insnection of the Foochow campus confirmed my impression that the ex-
pansion at 3haowu may result in serious complications when the time comes to
return to Foochow., It is obvious that a campus designed for 200 students is
not going to be mdeauate for 200-500, Mr, McClure, who is in charge of the
Foochow vpronerty, informs me that I'.C.U. was alreacy finding classrooms and
dormitories stretched to the limit. Is there any litelihood that F.C.U., will
he able to find funds for exvansion at a time when other institutions are
struggling to rehabilitate themselves?

The buiidings a* Shaowu also offer something of a problem. The facilities
of a place which, before the war, was practically unoccunied, have now been
doubled. Who is to use these buildings when the university returns to its real
home? Fresident Lin savs that he is planning to leave his new Agricultural
Middle School behind, @ plan for which there is much to be said. But in that
program lie certair dangers. With so much space into which to exvand, that
school ig likely to develoo far more rapidly than it should, adding meagsurably
+to an alread strained budget., Or the existence of empty buildinge is likely
+o lead to the starting of new enternrises simply to meke use of the buildin= ,

In general, I should say that there are forces in the university which.
are lixely to attemot too much unless restrained. There is need for consoli-
dating the position already attained before spneading over wider areas,

TN QONSLUSICY: No recort would De complete without reference to the svnlendid
Chrictian leadershin being provided by President Lin, 1T am confident that he

3 1 v

would welcome a coonerstive rethinking of the situation in Christian higher
education in China and would himself coonersate in any PrEEXEN national rather
then provineial mrogram,

Resnectfydlr submi

/,(:é&;g {
" Chengtu, 3rechwan William P. Fenn
Lay 20, 1943
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PUBLICITY MATERIAL FROM FUKIEN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

June 23, 1943

Dr. and Mrs, E, M. Stowe left Shaowu on June 7 by the Friends Ambulance
Unit bruck on the first lap of their long trek to India and thence to America. The
hazardous trip is being undertaken at this time both because of a delayed furlough
and the need of medical attention for Mrs. Stowe,. The absence of the Stowes from |
the campus is keenly felt by students, faculty and administration alike. Besides
carrying a full teaching schedule they were active in all phases of campus life,
Dr., Stowe served as pastor of the newly established Union Church and was a member
of a number of the important administrative committees, He has made a distinct
contribution to the life of Fukien Christian University during his fifteen years of
devoted and untiring service and can truly be called one of the "pillars" of the
institution,

The school year came to an end with the show of caps and gowns and hoods

on June 14, It was an honor +to have as a visitor to the campus Bishop C. B. R.
Sargent, a member of the Fukien Board of Managers, during the closing days of the
school year, June 11 -~ 15. Bishop Sargent preached the baccalaureate sermon on
Sunday, June 13, bringing to the graduating class and others present a message of
hope and encouragement based on John 1:35-46: "What seek ye?"; "Come and See'";
"We have found." Mr. Ting Chac Wu, also a member of the Fukien Board of Managers,
gave the commencement address. The graduating class consisted of 32 members, 9 of
whom completed their work in January and are already at their various posts of
service. The members who completed their work in June are flooded with offers from

" all walks of life, - school, church, government and public offices. Distribution
of graduates by departments is:

Chinese Biology 3
Western Languages . Agronomy 2
Education Horticulture 3
Physics ‘ Agricultural Economics 9
Chemistry

Thirty-four students were graduated from the F.C.U. Agricultural Iligh School at the
same time,

Mr. Yen Min Hsun ('40) and Mr, Wen Shao Er ('41) left Shaowu on June 18
for graduste study in the University of Nanking, Chengtu, They were each grauted a
fellowship by F.C,U., as an award for faithful and efficient service, Lir. Yeun
rendered unique service in the Dean of Personnel Office as Director of Student Life.
Mr. Wen as an assistant in the Department of Agricnlbural Economics has in addition
to his work on the campus done considerable traveling in Fukien collecting datae on
the outstanding products of the province as a countribution to recomstruction. The
project was financed by Mr. C. A. Yang, Commissioner of Recomstruction, Kiangsi
Province. Mr. Yen will specialize in Social Welfare Administration and Mr. Wen in
Cooperatives and Prices. This 1s a more arduous undertaking than cold type
indicates, These young men started off with barely en.gh funds for the $15,000
(or more) trek to Chengtu, But representing the age-old Chinese tradition of
respect and admiration for learning, the spirit of youth in a country on the eve of
great development, they are willing to undergo the hardships of such a trip, as is
well expressed in their own words after the first lap of the journey: '"We are
willing to struggle for a higher ideal, Suffering means nothing to us, We fesl
very honored to be sent,"




Publicity Material from | "June 23, 1943
Fukien Christian University :

On sccount of the difficulties and expense of travel and the higher cost
of rice in Foochow and further south about one half of the student body will stay
here during the summer, Students from occupied territory aund overseas are granted
government loans to cover summer board, estimated at $500. The university is
trying to plan work for needy students who do not come under either of these cate~
goriess The price of rice in Shaowu doubled within a week during the Foochow -
"rice crisis" in May, and is steadily increasing, the price being $800 for 150
catties at present. This in turn affects the price of all daily commodities, all
of which will affect student fees in the fall - UPWARD! For the spring semester
$1000 was estimated as a minimum for a student practicing the strictest economy,
including fees, school supplies and incidentals only. The majority of the students,
however, found it recessary to spend more, It is impossible to say now what might
- be considered as & minimum for the fall semester, but it is fairly safe to say that
it will be around $2000.

Faculty members also find travel expensive and difficult, As a result
only those having business in Foochow are contemplating a visit to that city. Among
the Americans Dr, and Mrs. R, Schctt and Dr. S. H. Leger find themselves in that
category.

The first entrance examinations for candidates for the freshman class in

the fall were glven the latter part of May in five provinses: Fukien, Chekiang,
Kiangsi, Anhweil, and RKwangtrng.  Around 700 applicants took the examinetions, -
Another examination will be given the latbter part of July. All indications are
that we shall have a record freshman class,

000000000

December 21, 1943




PUBLICITY MATERIAL FROM FUKIEN CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

June 23, 1943

Dr. and Mrs, E. M., Stowe left Shaowu on June 7 by the Friends Ambulance
Unit truck on the first lap of their long trek to India and thence to America. The
hazardous trip is being undertaken at this time both because of a delayed furlough
and the need of medical attention for Mrs. Stowe. The absence of the Stowes from
the campus is keenly felt by students, faculty and administration alike. Besides
carrying a full teaching schedule they were active in all phases of campus life,
Dr. Stowe served as pastor of the newly established Union Church and was a member
of a number of the important administrative committees. He has made a distinct
contribution to the life of Fukien Christian University during his fifteen years of
devoted and untiring service and can truly be called one of the "pillars” of the
institution,

The school year came to an end with the show of caps and gowns and hoods
on June 14, It was an honor to have as a visitor to the campus Bishop C. B. R,
3argent, a member of the Fukien Board of Managers, during the closing days of the
school year, June 11 -~ 15. Bishop Sargent preached the baccalaureate sermon on
Sunday, June 13, bringing to the graduating class and others present a message of
hope and encouragement based on John 1:35-46: "What seek ye?"; "Come and See';
"We have found." Mr. Ting Chao Wu, also a member of the Fukien Board of Managers,
gave the commencement address. The graduating class consisted of 32 members, 9 of
whom completed their work in January and are already at their various posts of
service, The members who completed their work in June are flooded with offers from
all walks of life, - school, church, government and public offices., Distribution
of graduates by departments is:

Chinese

Western Languages
Education

Physics

Chemistry

Biology 3
Agronomy 2
Horticulture 3
Agricultural Economics 9

> o

Thirty-four students were graduated from the F.C.U. Agricultural High School at the
same time,

Mr. Yen Min Hsun ('40) and Mr, Wen Shao Er ( '41) left Shaowu on June 18
for graduate study in the University of Nanking, Chengtu. They were each granted a
fellowship by F.C,U, as an award for faithful and efficient service. MNr. Yen
rendered unique service in the Dean of Personnel Office as Director of Student Life,
Mr. Wen as an assistant in the Department of Agriculbtural Economics has in addition
to his work on the campus done considerable traveling in Fukien collecting date on
the outstanding products of the province as a contribution to recomstruction. The
project was financed by Mr. C, A. Yang, Commissioner of Reconstruction, Kiangsi
Province. Mr. Yen will specialize in Social Welfare Administration and Mr. Wen in
Cooperatives and Prices. This is a more arduous undertaking than cold type
indicates. These young men started off with barely enough funds for the 415,000
(or more) trek to Cheugtu. But representing the age-old Chinese tradition of
respect and admiration for learning, the spirit of youth in a country on the eve of
great development, they are willing to undergo the hardships of such a trip, as 1is
well expressed in their own words after the first lap of the journey: "We are
willing to struggle for a higher ideal, Suffering means nothing to us. We feel
very honored to be sent," .
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Publicity Material from ’ June 23, 1943
Fukien Christian University :

On account of the difficulties and expense of travel and the higher cost
of rice in Foochow and further south about one half of the student body will stay
here during the summer., Students from occupied territory and overseas are granted
government loans to cover summer board, estimated at $500, The university is
trying to plan work for needy students who do not come under either of these cate-
goriess The price of rice in Shaowu doubled within a week during the Foochow
"rice crisis" in May, and is steadily increasing, the price being $800 for 150
catties at present. This in turn affects the price of all daily commodities, all
of which will affect student fees in the fall - UPWARD! For the spring semester
$1000 was estimated as a minimum for a student practicing the strictest economy,
including fees, school supplies and incidentals only. The majority of the studeuts,
however, found it uecessary %o spend more. It is impossible to say now what might
be considered as a minimum for the fall semester, but it is fairly safe to say that
it will be around $2000,

Faculty members also find travel expensive and difficult. As a result
only those having business in Foochow are contemplating a visit to that city. Among
the Americans Dr. and Mrs., R, Schctt and Dr. S, H. Leger find themselves in that
category. :

The first entrancs examinations for candidates for the freshman class in
the fall were given the latter part of May in five provinces: Fukien, Chekiang,
Kiangsi, Anhwel, and Kwungtung. Around 700 applicants took the examinations.
Another examination will be given the latter part of July. All indications are
that we shall have a record freshman class,
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December 21, 1943
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