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Gentlemen:

1 em very grateful to you for heving arranged this party,

thus giving me an opportunity to get in personal toueh with =11 o7
you and to telk to you before my deperture to Turope.

You will all know by this time that the Internationel
Committee for the Nanking vafety Zone has changed its name 0
Nanking International Relief Committee, The newly adopted name is
more in conformity with our present funetions.,. thot 18 to say We are
now purely a Relief Committee as such can be found in many other
cities =~ a private enterprise - with no other aim but to help the
suffering poor of Nankine to the best of our ability and means.

I have made it quite clear to the Japanese Fmbassy in
Nanking that our Relief Committee does not - and will not - inter-
fere with either the work of the Japanese authorities or that of the
Self-Government Committee - but we sre quite willing to cooperste
with the lgtter if circumstances permit. :

You have all been well informed of what happened in Nanking.

I am not going to add any @trocity-stories to those you have already
Beord, Conditions in Nanking are still far from being ‘normal, but

I can say that order is much better up there than it wes, and with
two-fifths of the people having returned to their homes outside the
former Safety Zone conditions are gradually improvinz, though I must
mention that so far it is largely the o0ld people a#id small children
that have returned to their homes.

The Safety Zone - now being abolished -~ was ~ I can frankly
admit - after all, s suecess. A success - T am thankful to say =
because all of the members of the International Committee - stood
faithfully to their posts - ready by day and night - to care for the
housing and feeding of the refugees and to protect them to the best
of their ability against any assaults of the Japanese soldiers
roaming all over the City =~ 1ooting, raping, burning and killing.

If we failed -~ as I am gorry to admit - in many instances
to protect our refugees - we digd 80 on account of lack of foreign
personnel ~ we were - as'you all know - only .22 foreigners left in
Nanking - whilst the refugees numbered between 200,000 o 250,000

With five exceptions the remaining foreigners were all
Americans and I congratulste Jou on the bravery of your countrymen.
You can be proud of “them - all and everyone of them - women and men -
behaved heroieslly.,

e I shall never forget lliss linnie Vautrin marching at the
head of some 400 female refugees through the town - right past
groups of vagabonding Japanese soldiers who were looking for girls -
during the worst of the December days - to guide them to the sefety
of her Girls camp in Ginling College. :

_ I shall ever remember Miss Hynds and l{iss Bauer doing their
their work in the only Hospital at our disposal - the Xulo I-yuan.
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I must tell jou that Lr. Mills is the men = who originally
the idea of creating tre porelv Zone, I can =ssure you that
brains of our orzenizetion were to be found in Ping Tseng Fsi-ng
S Thenks to the gleverness of my Americen Triends:

s i Mille: Dy, Bates, Dr. Smythe, Me., Fiteh e Sone, Mr. Megee,
YMr. Forster and lir. Riggs.

the Committee was put on .its feet and thanks to their hard work it
ran as smoothly as could be expected under the dreadful circumstances
we lived in.

The Kulo Hospital with its reduced staff of only two
doctors - Dr. Trimmer snd Dr. Wilson =-, the . Manager Mr. MacCallum
and the few Ladies already mentioned, did the finest bit of Hospital
work I have ever seen in my life. AS 8 matter of fact - we were adll
afraid that the Kulo Hospital would have to be closed dom temporarily
simply on account of its personnel being thoroughly overworked =
Chinese as well as American.

If you allow me to Speak a few words of my Germsn friends
I may meantion that :

Mr. Christian Kroger Our treasurer

Mr. Bduard Sperling Our Police Commissioner

Megsrs. Hatz and Cola Our technical Fxperts for overhaling
' and repeiring of Motor &ars.

did likewige do bravely their duty - not only sticking to the partis
cular jobs they were assigned to - but never failing to respond to
cmergency calls if some poor Chinese soul had to be saved from
Japenese scldiers.

However - whilst we foreigners were thus sucoesainl - T

must not forget to mention our Chinese friends, who stuck to us i
good and true fellowship - much of the practieal work of the different
commisgions being carried out by them. In fulfilling their duty -~
they were - we must not leave .that out of Sight - often in very great
danger. You know how badly some of us foreigners were occasionally
handled. With the Japanese soldisrs manhandling Mr., Mills, Dr. Bates
and Mr. Riggs, wounding Mr. MacCallum with s bayonet and sven beating
Mr. Allison of the American Imbassy - what could the Chinese attached
to our Committee expect but working at the Very rigk-of theiy lives.

Cur Chinese staff was fairly large - I cannot mention all
the ngmes here but only the Chiefs of the Departments:

Dean Tang Chief of the Chinese Secretariat

Han Hsian Ling The Food Commissioner

Dy B 00, e The Housing Commissioner

Pastor Shen Yu Shu Commissionsr of the Sanitation Depertment
and their staff.

To all of them T want to herewith repeatedly express my
heartfelt thanks.




T also want to thank the officisls of the various TFmbessies

Kr. Allison of the Americen lmbassy

lir. Pridesux-Brune and his successor lir. Jeifery of the
British Embassy

Dr. Rosen-of the German Embassy

and their staff - whose support to our Committee was greatly
appreciated.

I want to thank the Commanders of the Americen and British
gun boats who have been at our aid whenever we asked for them.
Personally I beg to thank Commander Armstrong of H.M.S. "Bee!" who
brought me safely to Shanghai.

And riow < last not least = Gentlemen,---T tarn to you:
You were and are our backbone. With only comparatively small means
at our disposal given to us by the Chinese National Government you
were and are our hope.

Do ~ I pray ~continde to-give your aid to the Nanking
Relief Committee - as you have done heretofore. Words fail me to
express my thanks. You know how much we depend upon you for the
continuation of cur work.

We are grabteful to you for having sent Dr. Brady back to us
in Nanking. = He started his smallpox vacecination camwaign and camp
e¢linic work for 30,000 refugees the very day he arrived in Nenking.

There is one problem that continues - whether people are
outside or inside the Zone -~ that is food.

I woeuld. go too far if I had teo explaip in detdil how the
refugees are to be fed. You ywill -resd.that = T hope = 3D & Dress
report - that will be released by me these days.

Cnce more I beg to thank you for all paest and future favors.
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1 am really sorry I cannct return to Nanking, where-a 1ot
of good work is gtill to be done = I should like to' just.cerry on
Wwith 21k of you -~ but my.firm has eal led me back To Furépe - 1 &n
leaving China with my best wishes for the future work of the Nanking
Relief Committee - which - with your aid -~ I am sure will be crowned
with final success - and will go down into the History of Nanking -
as & noble piece of your liissionary work. - Thank you.

John ‘D..Hi'Rabe, Chodrman,
- Nanking International Relief Committee.




	NMP0306a.tif
	NMP0306b.tif
	NMP0306c.tif

