Apt. 16
346 houte Cohen
February 20, 1938

Dear Mary,

I am sending you a copy of a part of a letter that 4+ have
just writtento »sppiet. The first part of it was answering questions
she had raised in her letters, and + did not think would be of any
interest to you. +his past week has been wonderfull! After weeks and
weeks when + had no mail at =211 and felt completely cut off from all
the family it seemed almost too good to be true to have a whole 1lot
of letters ccme more or less together. Almost every day this week
I have had something from some member of the family, including several
from gou. oome were ones that you had sent to me in Kuling, and, some
were ones that you had addressed to Pkumer in Nanking, but which have
never gotten there. There has been no mail communicaticn with “anking
now for about three months, that is since the end of November, I have
finally gotten the post office to redirect all our mail here to me,
whether it is marked to *anking or Kuling. 4ihis week brought me letters
written as early as October, and others as late as January. Now I
feel that 4+ am in touch with the family again, and when I have answered
these letters we will be all caught up on nNews.

IThank you for sending dappiet's letters on to me. Of course &
am glad to have anything from her. Now that she has a typewrilter,
and also has found her pen I hope she will write a l1ittle more legibly.
That is one quarrel 4 have with modern education. ©So few of the young
people of today write well. #Harriet has had the average sort of pri-
mary education, and has proven that there is nothing the matter with
her mind, but she certainly writes abominably. The same is true of
Angie. Now neither Plumer nor I write p articularly well, but I think
that either of us writes better than either of the children, and any
way 1S handwriting a matter more of inheritance or of trainimg? I
think there 1is something the matter with our present day schools when
a large per ceant of their products write so poorly. 1 am going to begin
on Angie with an old fashioned copy book, and see 1f 1 can improve
her writing before she gets much dlder. 1 am urging Harriet to work
at her typing till she masters it. 1 want her to take some lessons if
she can't get 1t alone by practise.

Thank you for the check you put to the credit of our account
in WNew York. It is dear and generous of you to help #Harriet each
month and then add to that with a check at Christmas time too. 1
don't feel that we ought to take it from you, and yet somehow we do take
it and use it, and do nothing more than say "thank you'"for it. But 1
hope you know that we appreciate it more than mere words can express.
Maybe scme day when the children are educated we will be able to repay
you in some way. And right here 1 feel that I should explain to you my
suggestion to “arriet that + bring or send her a white rabbit coat or
somethinge else from “hina. ihat may look 1like rank extravagance to
the outsider. but as 4 cea it, 4t 18 l1ike this.  as you know many thingg




are much cheaper in China than they are in #merica, and there are some
things thatla girl must have. If I can get those things cheaper here
than Harriet can at qome, then it is wise for me to get them here. Not
that a fur coat is a necessity. But when I can get a fur coat here
for no more, if indeed as much, as she would have to pay fora' ' cloth
one at home, then she might as well have the fur one. ¥“hat 4 have said
about the possibility of this being a sort of last chance to get things
here is only too true. We do not know what is ahead of us, and it is
certainly not out of the realm of the possible that when this war is
over, if Japan is in control here, many of us may find ourselves per-
sona non grata with the authorities. Llhis may be expecially true of
the men who have been in Nanking this winter. They know too much. o
if you or May or any other members of the family have a strong usge
to possess any particular thing that 4+ can get here you had better 1let
me know before + start home a little more than a year from now. i
do not know what is ahead of me for next winter, but I am assuming
that we will stay in “hina till our regular furlough is due in the
summer of 1839. We may get back to Nunklng, or 4 may have to stay on
here in ~hanghai, but Jjust now 4 am not expecting to go home this
year, and * know Plumer 1is not planning to go yet.

L+ was so very sorry to hear about May's accident. 1 sincere-
ly hope she is Dbetter now and able to get about with ease., 1t seems
to me that she has had more than her share of troubles recently. I wish
that + could share my superb hezlth and unusual wtrenghh with her., 1
have vertainlj b@Pn fortunate in being so well amL my life.

,_.,..‘A S

I am going to send Harriet some clippings tnat you may be in-
terested in tuo, so + will ask her to send them on to you when she
has read them. +hank you for the ones you have sent us. < am glad

to know that some at least of the truth has Dbeen published in America.

in one of yeour letters you asked about the Stewards and IHiss
Wixon. I thought that + had vltten you a Jood mnlle ago that the
Stewards went home in September.
same train that we went on, but + dld not see her aiter sb got tnere,
and 4+ really do not know where she is now. I have a feeling that she
too has gone to “merica. A very large part of the “anking community
is here in ~hanghai, and miny others from other parts of “hina too, but
a lot of people have gone home.

darriet wrote that she did not know what she was going to do
in her spring vacation. Vf course she would love to go south, but
there 1is the ever present matter of expense. I think we did the right
thing to send her to Wellesley, but I am sorry that sh e is so far
from the family, and I just don't see any way out of the difficulty.
She will probably get a job at ©ilver oay this summer through some
v, M. C., A, friends of ours, and that will pay her summer expenses,
w.ad leave her with a little cash to start the fall. if she takes this
job she will have to be there all summer, which means that she can't
go south. But if she doesn't take it she will have the expense of
travel south and no income,since + do not know of any job she can get
down home, so there you are. I wish that she could be with the family,
but ong the other hand * think it is a mighty good - thing for her to

have something to do, and also to have a job so that she will feel that
she is helping to pay her own way. Oh Mary, being a parent is such a
responsibility! 1 do so want the children to be the kind of people
e want them to be, to get and give the most they are capable of, and




it is so hard to know when + am helping them most and when
just hindering their natural development.

This is getting far too long. Please give my love to all
the different members of the family, and pass on to them ang of this
letter that they would be interested in.

duch love,

v “f

(o

sendimg all your letters up to Plumer by one of the gunboats
is going tomorrow or the next day. i ¢ %
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