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S Ping LmLﬁ% Hsdang,
Hanking.

January &2, 1luia,

LEaT RiDGiw

This letter goes forward to you by the courtesy of lir.
christian Kroeger of marlowitz and Co, who is the firet Toreigner to
leave Nanking since Uecember 10th or 166, He is going to Shanghel
by traia through the courtesy of the Japanese miiitary authorities.
The trein is now running agein, but it is not open to passenger
uﬁ‘ffib, being «Av&ubiv<¢v used by the miditery. Hr. Eroeger is leave
ing parsly %o get merried, and partly to te hP up work eisewhere, so
he hag very spaaiml reagons for going. 1T possible, I hope you may
meet him while he is in “hanghei, One of the unexpeected and delightfu

e

by=products of thig otherwise tregic situation is the warm spirit of
gonmradeship whieh hug sprung up betwecn the members of the Germdn
community and our m ;umiqnary group during the iest two &nd & halfl
wmonths. We have séen evry problem alike, and there have been many of
them, and the fact thet thefy reaction hos been the same as ours has
heiped us greatly in Gﬁﬂiih% with the Japenese, One nmight not have
Yhought, a prieri, that a group of German Nazi business men and Amer=
fcan Yrotestant Niﬂﬂiwnariwm would have %prhau together so harmonie
ously in such & time of erieis, but I spek the simple truth when
say that there has not been & single rift between us, bud always only
the one thought - how to get on with the job, how to meet the situa=~
tion. Thus it has happened that with men %o whom we were ﬁﬁr<‘bmam.
before we have now become warm friends. It is @ pleasure %o testify
to the eourage, the self-gsacriflice, aund Lthe devotion ol these men.
Wr. habe of Slemens has been Chairmen of our inﬁﬁrnﬂtianai div*y
Zone Commivtes, amd-MPlNPoeger has been OuUl ~1 T3 ot gt s g

lag also glven splendid serviee all the way thirough,

One of the interesting things about & time such as this
is the way in which plens made for one purpose prove most useful for
something entirely unexpeeted, 50 it has been with our safety Lonhe.
it wes designed %o afford some proteotion to the people during the
period of fighting ‘vaunu the elty, but its greatest usefulness bas
been for something quite different. In Chinese¢ we always ocalled the
waone ‘%&ﬁ Win xhu = @place for the poor people or refugces = an
this it has proven, &nd the protection if has afforded has becn since
the u&auuatiua, far more worth while then thot which 1% provided ear-
lier. isgesinst the things mentioned in my previous letters, the rape,
robbery and murder, even the Zone could only give partial protection
in the marly days af the occupstion, but 1% did afford some safety
because of the prescnce of foréign nationals, and later due %o our
frequent and 334 Huﬂha protests some sort of order was established
in the Zone soconer than in other parts of the oity. Iven now nearly
gix wecks after the eapture of the ¢ity the people are still unwill~-
ing %o go back fto their homes, where they live outside of the
‘o fa&r of the treatment they will receive if they do. The Jag
gay they want the people %o go back, and theoretieally they do
their actions belie their words,

g#ith all my love,




\

Dear Hine: -

Memories erowd in on f;sxu:;ﬂ as.one sits down to
t three months have wer‘“znly br uli. The lalter part
ant the first pert of iecem saw the planning of the paf
a1 cmc setting up of the chin$ij fur its sdministretion, then
: the %tense days of the fighting sround Nenking &nd our unsuccess-
fui though strenuous attempts to arre 5 & truce, -and finelly since
the 15tk of Lecember our lanw econtinued 5tru“‘¢u ‘with the aagan.hh Lo
éstablish and muintain order. Then tooc there hage been cspecially
gince the rirst of Leeember, weally big 1rubia%“ to deal with con=-
stantly in regarc to the huuﬁlﬂh and pfﬂVl%iOhidb of the refugees. I
shall try inp this letter to speak of theése thi &8 in consecutive i
order 10 enable you, if I cax, the better to understand what hes hLape
pened,
ith rega:x gafety one, we got our ios
a&urs& : the ¢ 1688 14 hexr J&unxhﬁt’. Zone in ,h
have galled 118 B¢ vecause his nome wes so promi:
task 1ue&ily wag %o olesar the
A 38 foreign friends, then to discgusgs
Chinese Qillﬂiui o make sure **az we had thelr support, aend
finally to take 1% up with the Japs ~ad .a %ad to make ag sure
could of a gjué uc;ﬁi@ﬁ, to get t ko '¢¢Qe Yo %OV& th
””Qﬁﬁ% and militory equinment out af ¢ a_,ﬁ=, then-to ge
g From the Ja .:»i.zie;‘;,xi L0 gspeet 1‘3’ e8e wvere l. diffie uit
0 do. 48 8 matter of fact the last two 2 e ’\iL r fully secompli
but we did get beth sides SUffiﬁl%dﬁly eﬂnﬂltthu 0 Jjustify us if
going ahead To pui the .one into operation., The Chinese proumised to
%n?“ their troops out of the area, but pever fully did so hﬂuii gzge
about the time of their retreéat. On the other hénd, the Japane: £
l;yﬂﬁ made no reply to our proposal, and then only after repeate
efforts on our part, finslly gave & sors of back~handed r&eebniﬁlu
to 1% by saying that while they were not in a position %o give an
uaﬁcrpuhiﬂg “hat the azx would not be ei*h@r bombed or ﬂUm@m‘L?uj
_oou l& neveriheless be taken for granted that the Japanese forces
lLb&LLlQL uf attacking pléaces not used by the Chinese troops
purposes, we were never able fu*meLv v0 declare to both
Lﬂad the _one wes in operation, because by the time the chinese
i moved oub 3uf“icl§m»ly to enable us to make such an announce-
1y, the foreign gunboats had all moved Up the river and we
any messages out,as all othe: means of communiocs~
wiuw ha< lJUm since ceased to idﬂ”‘lcﬁs ibat we did do waz this, Ve
g ped, | &#ll lines of communication were eut, that tha inter-
netional Committee for the safety Lone, relying on the good faith of
bath gides in regard to the as: urﬁuﬁfa t‘:iuc.rcm,, wiag going ahead with
its plsns Tor the operation of the was inviting the people to
gome into it, end meking provision as far as it could for food, Tuel,
and housiing, In other words, our Nanking Safety ‘one was carried
through on sheer UtrVn, er 1f you prefer, on fﬂidﬂ; Or on a certaln
aort of boldmess that dld not know when it was iicked, More than once
our chances of success seemed slight, but somet ning always happened,
or was nade b0 happen, that gave us & new stary, unnil now, ten weeks
' its inception, the Zone is still going atrong. OF ceurs& we all
and expected that the /one WOMLQ have gone out of operation
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long age, but &s 1 wrote you on %he Zzng, the sone heg proven far
more useful after the oceupatiog than it was before. it gid give
- some proteciion curing the fighting, because it provec a hoven of
refuge especigily to the people in %he gouthern and southeustern
seetions of the city and in the suburbs, where the heavie fight~

' ook place. bBut the chiel usefulnes 1yf the /one been in

measure of proteetion it has aliox

occupstion. 1 wish you could haeve seen the way the people

into the “.one during the early days of Letember, and I wish you
coull see shangbai Road apd Kinghai lioad now,. 'These two are now the
srincip@l business streets of Nanking. Formerly theze' used to be
Tui Ping lu end Chung Hus Lu, bthe old Fu Lung Gisl, but these s

ely burned out, end insteac the Tormerly more or less

used Shanghei Hoad up past Hillerest and the smerican imbassy, &nd
Ninghal i in the new residentisl district, also formerly little
used, are now the principal streets. Shenghel Load is now so orowded
that one eon hardly get through it in & motor car. This chénge is
61l & mebter of the last few weeks, The Treagon-is simply that the
people are here in the Jone,; &nd because by now some sort of ordcer
has been eatablished, so that $here is no longer the universal plun-
dering apnd robbing that there used to be, the people now have more
gonfidence than they had before and have begun Lg come cut agein on
tHe streets. —Tncy Love set up scores of temportry shops by the side
of the rvoesd¢ esud business is brisk in these ~ sll of course on s
small scule and all within the Lone. (utside of the wone there 1s
10 business &t all,

ie eould never have put the Zone into operation had 1%
not been for the splendid sesistanceé given us in fthe bezinning by
the Chinese eivil ofricials, the members of the Liplomatie. Corps,
the foreign newspaper men, anu the foreignibusineass men. They were
ull for the ascheme an¢ aided it in every way Lhey gould. Our troub=
les were solely with the military, Chinese and Japanese. With ihe
chinese the difficulty was due %0 the faet that they were so dila=
tory about moving out of the area, With the Japanese our gifficulty
lay dn gettl them $0 make &ny reply @t all, &nd even then we got
only an indireot recognition of the Lone, but it proves enough for
ou¥ purposes., The Commit¥ee held s%ﬁuily to its determination %o
establish the cone, and finally suceeeded, thouzh it wes &n uphill
tosk, Almost ut the last the Chinese militeary tried to nake us alter
the southwest line, clalming that they had not clearly undersiood
just whet the ecivil officlials hed sgroed 10, although we had previ-
ously been solemnly assured thet it had all Deen thoroughly chedked
with them. If I ever felt in danger these months in Nanking it wes
on the afternoon when jearle Dates, ux. Rabe, Mr. Sperlling and 1
finslly went over $hat line again with the militery, and seitled 5
that the line should run ms origlnally d#eed upon, While we were out v
on-the hillas back of Hillorest and the oeminary, two ~JEDEnESE 7
planes appeared overhead, and the anti~aireraft guns ¢lose by us
began bo roar, Ve were oul dlrecily emonng the soldlers, so we were
a Tailr target sc to speaks e lay down on the ground and watohed the
planeés 40 by, while the gunse blazed. For the flrst time I saw the
silver gleem of some of %the smaller shel.s or vraeer bullets a8 they




&i iness Jortunately the planeg

i wsoaped, but as Wr. Habe sald aftverwards, "I eXpeot~
bwmb/@ that day.” I did not excotly expect to be bembed
planes and ”uﬁﬁ were $00 close for comfort.

h sy pqc¢xihg the next adj to g@u up the Jone flugs
orops wibhin & olrele = thus Tina s the kine, and he
%helr ex ”ibaﬁi tHen was nuch warsa than the day waO&ﬁ when

All this ie only vart. of the story of the ons, but I
pass on Lo ner thi Perhaps this ls the logieal place Eﬁ
you ab.t about our u;""“: to geb u truce established that
permit the Chinese to withdrsw Ifrom the @iﬁ; and the é&:wiﬁw*
eniter ii without furthes iivﬁx;ﬁ it was perfectly clear Tronm &
variety of reasgons that the Lnesc euux# ﬁe% held the ¢ity, thou
not 80 eleer that they might not be ¥ 0 make 1L somewhat cGstliy
for the Yapenese, A truce proposal t&uraiurm seemed in order. The
sohonme was all tﬁln“z through with “eneral Tang, who was in command
{ the olty, one of his secretaries acting es go=between, and had
¢ approvals Offieially of eour 1€ not aceept the
vlend without the approvel of General L"ﬁWg who had by then leflt
lenking. Aﬁ WS n&ae sary therefore to sen i wire o ilankow and
tC. tohyo ab . ihie e tin€. ~he messages were araldétd and e & @
fook tn%i a@k o the Penay, which wes then lying glittle upstrean
off Heslekwen, We went out with General Teng's ﬂcerctﬂwv on & specicl
pass %uruu zh the ¢lty gates, lHsiakwan wes alrea ablaze, having
been set on Tire by the Ghinese truapﬁ with %ah iﬁ{u of 1e9v13» no
GGbe f@ﬂ&hw euemy in their attack on the eity. It was welrd drivingthoys
the streets with the Tires blezing on th %in@a of g@u. hT%Liﬁ ka@ﬂ%
house was bheming flercely as we @ﬁ“ﬁ ta%f ﬁ&n”hb the ity gates 1
”“uui never forget the dness of that night's drive., The destruc~
tion seemed so Tutile &na &uugid.

General Tang had assured us that he was confident that Gen.
chiéng would accept the truge proposal; so we were surprised to
receive a uira from dankow the next day to the efTect that ka WUH}Q
not. Heburally this word necesaiteted further messages
headquarters wore insigtent that we cosmunicate with lan ”cn B
46 Searle ané I took snosher trip out to the Pefay the next ﬁight.
This was the evening of Lecember 1Uthy a2nd the hour was much k“tw“
than our previous Hrip. i* made one feel greepy %o drive through the
gtill and deseried sirvest and there was a sense of impending catas
trophe in the sir. Also ume had the feeling that there might easily
gome at any time a burst of rifle er machine gun fire from somewhere
in the dark. it ddd pot tend to make me fTeel any better when we got

tha bout to have Pazbton tell us that some time before we came
ere had ‘been such firing on shore. Bub we got the messages off
returned safely around midnight. That %a& another expericnce one
11d rather not repeat. The next day the Panuy started upgtream 1o
new anchorege and her untimely ﬁnﬁ. 411 communications beling
 cut off we could do nothing furiher to eflect a truce, But the
does not end here, though the telling of the reat of 1t will
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