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WARIOHAL AFFAIRE (Dev. B)

*he Chinese armies have suffered critliesl defeats on the
shanghai-Nanking line, and they are obviously driven out of posi-
tional warfare into scattered efforts without appearance of strong
planning. Foreism expertas eastimate that fully hall of the well tramed
and experienced troops are now killed or wounded. They #dff dropped
avay terribly under long weeks of thorough artillery fire and inces-
sant boumbing, against which they could make little reply. Jananese
forces in this sres vere inereased to 300,000 effectives al the time
of our last relimble Treport, and a forelgn nilitary attache counted
141 warghipns and transports from Shanghal to Tungchow.

To the cumulative results of persistence under pounding from
these forees and hundreds of aliplanes, the Chinese added some poor
staff work snd the gerious inferiority of newly substituted divisions.
Host striking smong these fallures was the opeération on the north
shore of Hangehow Hay, east of Chapu. That region had been previously
in good hands, but the troops on puard were rushed to the Soochow
Creek battle west of Zhanshal. Two replacement divielons from the
Vanchurlian amy of Chang Hesush-=llang were tardy and tinid in meeting
the Jepanese landings, and turned basek through Sungkliang and Soochow,
diorderly, looting, worse than useless. Both in Sococho¥ and In
Chinkiang central units fired upon them to restore order, killing
several hundred. :

The Japanese flank attacks from Hangohow Say and f{rom the Yanglze,
both strongly supported by the navy, drove the Chinese back from line
to 1line, unable to utilize adeguately thelr long=prepared positions.
There were geverasl severe straarden, but without doublt as to the main
movenent. Up to the present, the boom in the river at Kiangyin has
held strong azainst the fleet, altough the Chinese loat the protective
forts éfter long bonbardments. But on the land the Japanese have
rushed forward with grest energy, doing well with road and canal trans-
port, and giving the Chinese no time to reform any iine of sufficlent
length to held against flank movementls. The process 1s diffleult Lo
understand, sinee many of the Chineee divisions kept thelr morale and
organization well enough: but they have not maintained adeguate com~
munication and coordination, or even proper reconnaigsance. Degpite
the enormous Jspsnese superiority in the alr, Chinese plenss arve still
in evidence, and it speems that they should have been of more direct
use to thelr own armies.

Teday the Jopanese guna are sounding on three gldes of Nanking,
and the skiles are mooky Ifrom the villages burned by the Chinese alter
the peasante were marched off in weary trek. The Chinese lines near
the eity seem to have been well prepared, and prder in the lmmedlate
vieinity is very good. Yot we do not see why the outer delences
should have been let go so esasily; nor again, how the army ean afford
to shut uwp blg foreces in this precariously held loob of the river.
Indded, we guspect that the finasl defence will be a relatively small~-
geale and briefl effort, as is strateglicslly proper but pnsychologiecally
diffioult for a Government su slrongly connected wit: this ity of

The general fear is very great, because of the awful fate of the
Chinese portions of Shanghal, and of Soochov end Fusih, nlus the ruin
and wholesale abandonnent of vast areas of intervening countyy. And the
sublic indieations mre all for a seriousstrugile. “e are trving
%géﬁéﬁaﬁﬁly, and with falr success thus far, to get both sildes to re-
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spect a eivilian Gafely Zone managed by an IThbernational Committee
and able to accommodate the remmant of one to two hundred Lhousand
people through a short eritical periocd. Its econonie, diplonatic
and military nrobleme are a nice side-plot In themselves.

in Shengi the Japanese armies are faltering after gaining
two~-thirds of that province ia a fairly expenslve attack. Shantung
is still 2 half-stagnant puzzle. Japanege alr raids continue to
maul the Chinese communlcations, and inexcusably cruel damage 1is done
daily to sowe gproups of elvilisns. Chinkiang, Yuhu, and points
near Canton have been the worst sufferers this veek, though Soochow
snd Tusfih experienced the most terrible destruetion in thelr turn.
Nanking and Pukew have had their turns with wreckage of bodies that
452t shakesz even the nonchalani newgaen. A few Soviet planes and
nilots arrived at the end of Hovember, the Tirst sign of Bussian ald
to China. It is not lmown whether they are more significant than
the planes bought a&%be@&siaaa& pilots hired from other countries.

The Tat lonal Coverrment is functioning wainly in Hankow, though
its formsl seat is im Chuncking, snd certain units are sesttered for y
practical advantage or for galety. in principle things are set for
nrolonged guerilla sbrugiles and for eparing out the Japanese Dy Lhe
eostliness of thelr extended ocaupation. But the eérushing millitary
defeats, loes of so much productive territory, practical desgtruction
of the "modern”™ eoonofdmy and finance, are cumulative in their damage,
and real resgistance will now be most difficult. German and pther
interests are attempting medistion, but we do not yet kmow of any real
hope for middle ground between the sweeping Jepaneselintentlons and the
Chinese determination to hold some depree of inddnendence. deamwhile,
migery reigns in much of China, and the problems of tng&ature pile w
for both eountries.
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