May 15%th, 1938.

Dear Doctor Imsai,

Lest night you were surprised at our difficulties
at buying and shipping in food supplies. We did not have the
heart to tell you that not only had permission to buy and
ship in food been conflnually refused, but when the Japanese
Army entered the city they confisceted (or at lesst have held
and to date not released to us) 10,933 bags of rice snd 10,000
bags of flour. (The rice bags weighed 215 pounds snd flour
49 pounds eachs) At Februsry prices we valued this at

396.25; while

the Japanese Army Supply Department quoted us on Jénuary 7th
was $188,528.50! (Yes, the supply Department was readyto sell
us rice and flour then bat some political interest ordered them
to cancel the deal after it was all sgreed %o.)

Since our relief work this winter for the five months
%o April 30%h amounted to §251,000 in total you can see that
the above food represented 3/8*8 of our resources. You can

the howl that would have gone up in America if the

ned done anybhing like that with food being shipped to

Belgium by the American relief organization under Hoover!
¢ heve *ied to settle the matter with natience end ares till

hopeful &% the Japanese Army will see the justice of our claim.




'iﬁy lBth, 193@9 Pes Lo

The story behind this 48 thet the former liayor of
Nanking assigned us---gave us warehouse orderse--for 20,000
bags of rice (30,000 tam) or 20,000 x 100 kge) and by the
time your Aray reached the city we had only be able to haul
into the Zone v,?ﬂé bagse We have not been 2llowed to secure
the remained although most of 1t was eor iveniently located inside
the city a short distance east of the Zone! The liayor also

gave us the 10,000 bags of flour and we have not been sble to

In otherwords the layor of NWanking ﬁave us
Chinese {80,000 plus 20,009 bags of price plus 10,000 bages of
flour when we organized the Zone December 1st. To date the
Japénese Army hasg eﬁﬂﬁribmﬁd nothing directly t0 oup vork
énd confiscated the above amounts ‘Who loves the Chinese people
most? The amount confiscated is more than all we have received
from forelgn relief agencics for our work so indirectly 1t has
come out of Americen, British and Chinese relief funds. And when
we render an sccounting to these sgencies May 3ls%, 1t will hev
to so aépear in our commodity sccountss
Well, in giving you case material and food troubles,
I heve called your ettention to our most serious pyoblen t?ie
winter: first how to proteet the refugees and second how to feed
thenmd |
your friends in Japan will be led to see these
anything thet affects the welfere of a handful
of missionapries ent treatment of the eivilisn population; to
88y nothing of disarmed soldiera!, in the cceppied territories is

the first step towards restoring the reputation of Japan and

in the me af ~soungn-nunanitye | ﬁe%t eardia1$v vcura,
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