(COPY)
INTFRNATIONAL OOMMITEEE FOR NANKING SAFETY ZONE

g Ninghal Road
December 16th, 1937.
Mr. Tokuyasu Fukuda,
Attache to the Japanese Embassy,
Nanking.
My dear Sir:
As pointed out by the Major we interviewed with you

at the Bank of Communications yesterday noon, it is advisable to
have the city return to normal life as soon as possible. But
yesterday the continued disorders committed by Japenese soldiers
in the Safety @one increased the state of panic among the refugees.
Refugees in large buildings are afraid to even go to nearby soup
kitchens to secure the cooked rice. Consequently, we are having
to deliver rice to these compounds directly, thereby complicating
our problem. We could ngt even get ®olies out to load rice and
coal to take to our soup kitchens and therefpre this morning
thousands of people had to go without thelr breakfast. Foreign
members of the International Committee are this morning making
desparate efforts to get trucks through Japanese patrols so these
civilians can be fed. Yesterday foreign members of our Committee
had several attempts made to take their personal cars away from
them by Japanese soldiers. (A list of cases of disorder 1s appended. )
Until this phate of panic 1s allayed, it is going %o
be impossible to get any normal activity started in the city, such
as: telephone workers, electric plant workers, probably}he water

plant workers, shops of all kinds, or even street cleaning.




Mr. Fukuda, Dec. 16%th. De 2¢

In order to quickly lmprove this situation, the
International Committee respectfully suggests that the Imperial
Japanese Army take the following steps at once:

1. Have all searching done by regularly organized
squads of goldiers under a responsible officers (Most of the
trouble has come from wandering groups of 3 to T soldiers without
an officer.)

2. At night, and if possible also in the daytinme,
have the guards at the entrances of the Safety Zone (proposed by
the Malor yesterday) prevent any stray Japanese soldiers from
entering the Safety Zone.

3, Today, give us passes to paste on the windshields
of our private cars and trucks to prevent Japanese goldiers from
commandeering them. (Even under the stress of defence of the city
the Chinese Army Headquarters supplied us with such passes and
the caps that were taken before we got the passes were returned
to the Llommittee within ok houprs after our reporting the cases.
Furthermore, even in thst difficult situation, the Chinese Army
assigned to us three trucks to use for hauling rice for feeding
civilians. Certainly, the Imperial Japanese Army i Tuil
control of the city, with no fighting going on, snd with much
greszter amount of equipment, ecannot do less for the Chinese
civilians that have no come under thelr care and protections)

We refrained from protesting yesterday because we
thought when the High Command arrived order in the clty would be
restored, but last night was even worse than the night before, 8o we
decided these matters should be called to the attention of
the Imperial Japanese AIrmy, which we are sure does not approve

such actions by its soldiers.

Joun He D. Rabe, Chairmen. ¢ cvvg AC Ao
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