Some Picfures from lanking (Dec, 15) /

AL Sanging the Japanese Army dus losi much 8f its reputution,
and has thrown away & remarkable opportunity to gain tue respect of
the Chinese inhabltants and of foreign opinion, The disgruceiul
colliapse of Chinese authority snd the break~u; of the Chincse srmies
in this ¥egion left vast upmbers of persons ready to respond to the
order and orgeanization of which Japan boasts. Hany logal pecple
freely expressed thely relief when the entry of Japaneuve troops ap-
parently brought an end to the straians of wvar conditions and the ip-
mediate perils of bombsrdment. ALl least they were rid of their
fears of discrderly Chinese troops, who indeed passed out without
doing severe damage o most paris of the city.

But in two days the whole outlook has been ruined by freguent
murder, wiolesale and semi~fegular looting, and uncontrollied dis~-
turbance of private howes including offences against the security
of women. Foreigners who have ilraveled over the city report
many eivilian bodies lying in the streets, in the ceniral portion
of Ranking they were gounted yesierday as about one to the city
bloeck, & considerable percentage of the dead civilians werd the
victins of shooting or bayontting in the aftérncon and evening of
the 15th., which was the time of Japanese entry into the city. ALy
person who ran in fear or exciiement,; and any one who was caught in
strecets or alleys after dusk by roving patrols was lixkely 1o be
killed on the spot. dost of this severity was beyond even tueoret-
ical emcuse, - 4t proceeded in the Safety Zome as well as elsewhere,
and many cases are plainly witnessed by foreigners and by reputable '
Ghinese, - Home  bayonel wounds were barbarously cruel.

Squads of men picked out by Japanese trooss as former Chinese
sokdiers have been tied together and shot, ihese soldiers had
discarded thelr arns, and in some oases their military cloihing.
Taus far we have found no trace of prisoners in Jupanese hands other
than such squads asctuslly or apparently on the way to execution,
gave Ior men pilcked up anywheére to serve ag teuporary carriers of
loot and equipment. From one building in the refugee zone, four
aundred men were selected by the local police under compulsion from
Japanese soldiers, and were marched off tied in batches of Tifty
bétween lines of rigflemen and machine-gunners.,  The explanation
given to observers lelt no doubt as to their fate. : :

Un the main streels the petiy looting of the Chinese soldiers,
mostly of food shops and of unprotected windows, was turned iwbsystema
destruetion of shop~front after shop-front under the eyes of officers
of ranx, Japanese soldiers required private carriers to help
then strugecle along under great loads. ¥ood was apparently in
first demand, but everything else useful or valuable had its turn.
Thousands upon thousands of urivate houses all tarough the gity, ocuupid
and unoccupled, lamge and small, Chinese and foreign, have been impartis
1y plundered, reculiarly disgraceful cases of robbery by soldiers
include the following: gcores of Yefugees in camps and shelters had
money and veluablesiremoved from thelr slight possessions during smss
searches; the stalf of the University lospital w&aqétriyyeﬁ of cash
and watches from thelr perasons, and of other posséessions from the
nurses' dormitory (their buildings are American, and like & number of
others that were plundered, were flying Toreign flags and carrying of=-
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