SUMMARY KEEOKT OF A VISIT TO JAPAN (1937)

At the inctigation of various Chrittian groups in Nanking and
shanghai, during March of this year I went to Japan with an excel-
lent Chinese colleague, in order to continue contactse with Christ-
ian and other liberal groups in that country, to inquire into the
conditione that influence Japanese policy toward Chins, and to give
information concerning the eituvation as seen from this side. ZThe
vigit compriced meetings and interviews in six cities, including
nine full days in Tokyo. Most hearty cooperation and assistance
were made available. Interviews were held with professors of three
of the Imperial univercitiee and with other educational leader s,
with several members of both houses of the Diet, with Christian
leaders in various professional poeitions, with influential news-
paper correspondents and eight or ten editors representing some of
the greatcst papers of the country. 1In tome fifteen gather ings,
ranging from small groupe to two hundred and fifty pertons, dis-
cussione of China and the international iscue wWere frankly carried
on. The response Wae on the whole encouraging, and the effort has
contribpted to a number of uteful enterprices looking both ways.

At the rick of deformation by brevity (further information is
available upon request), We report cummarily concerning some aspects
of Japan today. Militarism is basically unchanged, but it lost
prestige in the Mutiny of February 1936 and in the interference with
General Ugaki'c attempt to form a moderate cabinet under  Imperial
request in December last. Moreover, the srmy 18 tortured by internal
conflicts of me and policies, by anxiety over Russian armament s,
and by its cloudy realization of economic inradequacy. The Diet has
not had the moral or political rtrenmpth to control budgets and policy
but it has taken on new life at a critic of the more vulnerableé phases
of military control. The prosscr attempts at reorganization of
national polity on facist lincs have failed ignominiouely, and thexe
is 2 marked rally of moderate and even conscrvative civilian ele-
ments to maintain the constitutional and parliamentary system ggainst
reckless hands. Neverthcless, the Army presses dominatingly for
concentration of political and industrial control in order to in-
crease military power.

Aside from the privileged Diet and rclated newspaper criticism,
management of information and of education proceeds on more and more
narrowly natioralistic lineeg., Christiam evffer in some quarter s
from ultia-patriotic pressure upon an interest felt to be wider than
national. The economic system i¢ driven at high power toward de-
velopment of hewvy industry for the suke of armament but the tr e~
mendous jumps in prices and in the morey value of imports merely
reiterate the dependence of Japan upon world materials and there-
fore upon world trade. Of what ute ie 50% increase in military bud-
gets, if you actually gebt fewer guns and thips than before?

Thexe is growing recognition of progrese and order in China,
with conseyuent need for reconsidering Japanese policy toward this
country. It may be ventured that the immediate prospect it for an
urgernt insistence upon fireec economic opportunity in North China,
layirg aside more general. aims as bad tactics, Gé&nerally speaking,
Japan does not consider the effects upon China of diverting this
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t und sreatly-needed pcsouscée to Japanewe
itpe inevitable oypoeition of
fugther 1o
In fine, the prooblenm is whether Japan will be capable of moderat-

ing her ambiticns pefore Lhcy bring about & dangcrous clashi and that
is clotely related wWith the quality of men who will direct policy in
both countries. Firm end patioent wisdom by the best men can make an
adjustment. But there iz too rmuch dangCl from othexs.

‘uaoouioinclu-.'otconoo

A DELEGATICN OF JAFANESE CHRTISTIANS IN CHINA

An important link in the weak pbut lengthy chain of organized
efforts or the part of Christian groups in Chine and Japan to meet
thiough the month of May to helpfully congider the pxoblemsﬁbetween
the two nuations. After cnreful preparation, the National Christian
Council of Japan sent foux of its own lcaders %o attend the Biennial
Mecting of the National Chrictian Council of China, followed by &
retrcat in which ten Chinesc Chricstian leaders met intimately with
the Japancee delcgation. The fricnds from Tokyo were excellent repre-
centatives of thc best in Japalesc Christianitys Dr. Y. Chiba, Chair-
may of the National Chricti-n Council and Trofecseor of the Aoyama
(Union) Seminarys KEV. A. fbisnwa, Executive secretary of the NCC3
Mise M. Kawai, foimex cencrsl vccretary of the v.%.C.A. and now head
of a distinguished sirls! cchooly Reve e Kozmuki, leading pastor and
Chairman of the Fellowshir of wconciliation (Japan). They werc ac-
companied by Mi. T, Moteuyamas. al exper ienced meriber of the Diet and
an zctive Christian laymanh.

The frarnk cxchunge of vicws snd the coorperative preparation of
Chrictian programs for continuous tharing of ipformation, attitudes,
and church and gchool motoriale in a far-teeing cducetional purposSey
were sobidly encouraging. Lo oné can expect mirzcles of achicvement.
But thoee faumiliax with the critical internztional pL cEsurEs, OI with
tHe fgroxsnec and hztred in vwhich they vwork, will 1 ccognize that such
s beginning it in iteelf & miracle and & ¢ tumbling-block to the
non-Christian world. To be honetl, we muct admit that these excel-
lent lcaders arc aimoet cgrzlly actounding «nd suspeet to thc mass
of their nominal followexre. That emphasizee the unusual faith, the
covrage, the Chricstian wiedom, oi thig Troup of ploneerc.

The five Japanese delesates came to Nonking for a crowded two
days. Yo onc regslls gpen speaking by a Japancee in this citys ce€I~
tainly not in thesc years of tention. Yot faith was justified in the
holding of two gencral meotings for which invitations werc cent to
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chureh & nd to Christiun cchoolsy bceldeg gpcaking in the chapels

of the Univereity of N.nking, Ginling Colle €, Ranking Theological
Heminary, an enlarged F.O.K. me-Lirg, &ané a big group of vniversity
teachers. The Japanesg friunds hed long tulks with the Minister of
Toreign Affairs, with a powerful member of the Central Executive
Committee of the Kuominteng, with a high officer of the Ministry of
Rducation (who, incidentally, is vnown ae stiongly onti-Jupanese ik
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manifold activities), and with a group of profescors educated in Jw.pan,
besides micccllancous contacts. They saw something of the New China
in its capital city, and sccurcd a great deal of printed information
to support thcixr individual imprcssions of the situvation.

The difficultics and the measure of guccues in the cnterprise
are suggested in the matter-of-fact items. The schoeol &uditorium
which we desired for the semi-public mectings, wae withheld for feax
of dicturbances. 3But the University, Ginling Collcge, the Nunking
Church Council, and the Y.i.C.A. all agreed to the uce of their build-
ings. The offer from thc University was particularly creditable to
the Chinecse administration, since only two wecke prcviously a purely
Chinese Christian gathcring in that place had suffered interruption
by ultra-nationalistic specches from military men. No difficulty
was actually cxperienced in any of the meetinge, barring a temporary
misunderstanding with the police in the first gathering. Morcover,
the visitors were accommodated in a Chinese hotel under Chrittian
managemcut, end met with no cmbarrasement in that or other metters
of travel.

Many Chinecse, acting upon thcir gceneral expericnce of organ-
ized J.panese activities, guspected that the Jupanecse delegates were
sent by their Government. Othere felt that Japancse citizens are
helpless to do anything about the policy of thecir Army, and therefore
the whole business was a futile watte of time and energy. Most edu-
cated persons conesider that individval gestures of friendlinese axe
desirable for Japanesc political purposcs, but smack of insincerity
in face of the fucts in Mu.ichurias and Noith China (a common J.panese
attitude secms to the Chinese something like thies "Since there is
no poeeibility of your re<covering M.nchuriz, it's more pleasant for
us both to talk of a latsting peacc"). Yet the moet common expression
among the Chricstians who att.nded the mectings Vat that they appreci-
ated thc chance to see and hcar Japancse of high character--a totally
new expericence. ¢ one Chincse administrator declareds VALl these
years I've tried to tcll the church pcople that not all the J.panese
are bad, and thcy are Ged's children like ovicelvee. Now at last vie
can sce them and know it ie true." (Obviouely, Jupanecee tailors, dip-
lomats, journalists, all of whom are fairly comwon in Nanking, had
not counted on thie score). Similarly a non-Chrictian tcacher came
to ack' for & further chance to hear the visitors, sayings "I didn't
know therc were Jaupanese likc that." (Think ovcr the implications on
both sides, and thc poesibilitice as velll).

From Nanking, threc ot the Jupzneee dclegates went to Feipings
and back to Tokyo by the overland route, in ordcr to &cc a litsle of
the most troubled arcas. W. havc no detaile at hand, exccpt that they
spoke in Churches in Peiping and Mukden, and cven over the Chrictian
broadcast from the former city. A lMukden patstor and a Tokyo friend
have given statements of ectrong satiefaction with the resvlts of the
vigit in the minde of the dclegates themselvea.

M.3. Bates
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