UNIVERSITY OF NANKING

Nanking , China.

Dear Timperleys-
Mail closes today for the ™"Oahu".

eélved the radio message through Mrs. Bates,
ence for your earlier proposal over that
contal ned in your letter of Februsry 17th. We note that this
was made just after you looked over Boynton's Nanking files, and
was "subjeet to fubtler study” . That was the result of the
first careful conference I could arrange with Smythe and Mills.
It is extraordinarily difficult teo get thorough cons ideration for
anything beyond what has to be done today, since the demands upon

thegse m are 80 manifold.

You surely re
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Here are some of our thoughts, For purpose of Impressing
a2 distdnt public with the brutality of warfare waged as this one
has been waged, it seems much more effective to mve a base wider
than that of one eity. It 80 easy for any one at a distance to

at after all Nanking was exceptional —- political hatred
centered on that name, acecidents of time and personnel, and so on.
But if similasr stories come over a perlod of months from Shanghai,
sSungkiang; Soochow, Wusih, Huchow, Hangchow , the total effect
is far more massive and convincings !

Moreover anxiety about personal or institutional retaliation
is multiplied if you come to down to one city, with accounts based
rather largely on our documents. Thet means pretty much Smythe as
Secretary, Mills as Vice-Chairman {(now really Chairman since Rabe
has gone), and myself as the most strenuous wéporter Trom the
University. I wonder if you realize the venom with which the
Japanese officers and even the diplomats now regard tle Committee.
They cont inually press the Self-Government to demand that they
shall not in any way let us be . connected with this or that enter—
prise. (an interesting set—off to their ridiculous formuia of
"cooperation"” which they publicly require from us; aetually we do
cooperate just as much the Self-Government Commit tee dares to
risk under subterfuges and downright lying to the Japanese). The
chief of ficer of the Embasey formelly referred to me as fantl..
Japanese™; and Previously asked others if I were "nervous" —— much
to their amusement., The latter term came after T argued with
him one afternoon in refusing to sccept 'nis patient formuls}
the military are doing all in their power to remedy the situation,
and therefore there is no grounds for complaint., He thought I
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was excited or afraid, because I insisted on the facts of disorder




and dargers gsome of the foreign group here have continually
besought me {and to & lesser extent Smythe and Mills) = Fitch
also when he was here - to cease tle thorough reporting and
protastingvand.in&irect publicity, lest all missionaries be
excluded from Nankings This 4s put in here merely to suggest
that for & while there is some reason to be cautiouse FPiteh

and I were formally cited to the Ambassador, who defended us at
least in a code radio to Alllson (211 this to be kept under your
hat, for really do not know its significance). here haes been
a steady stream of lying charges against the University in the
8in Shun Pao, the propagandist organ widely distributed in
Shenghai and Eest China generallys I want to stand to my guns,
and yet not damsage the future of the University and of mission
interests generally by any error or judgment of wmethod. Itlve
spoken for myself simply because my Case in more "personalized"
than that of others. But there is not a day passing without
some dig at the International Committee by some Japaneses I
enclose & trenslation of a Domed item that illustrates fairly thelr
whole attitude, not stated extremely in this particular instance.,
Please note carefully the implication of exclusiveness which marks
everything they do here, with 1little regard to truth in conerete
matters, as you are well aware.

Also, our group here is inclined to think thaf the story

of Japanese methods and the story of the Internatiofi*Commit tee are
two 'di fferent things, not necessarily benefitted by combination.
he former would seem to be by far the more importent for the
presente No doubt you can arrangé now s oue éontacts for the
Soochow-Hangchow regions which will get you stories from theres.
‘Smythets full foase~1ist" now reaches 460 items, and will shortly
be svel lable &n complete form for you in Shanghai. We cdn make
some supplements to it, and elaborate some stories if you wish.
Also, Wuhu information should he availasble through Dr. Brown, Mr.
Gale, and others. Yangchow likewilse, T believe, and possibly
Chinkiang.

As for the Safety Zone, Mills hes the ides of a small book,
gay a hundred pages . Byt neither he nor others of us . would feel
that the documentscould be fully published in the near future with-
out imperilling necessary relief work in this region, and endanger-
ing the possibilities of foreign service in say Hai KOWe I also
have thought of an artiele for International Conciliation {or some
other medium if you suggest) which might encoureage minds in the
west to think of the whole problem of civilian survival in the
coming wars. This experience cannot be transferred, but it might
encourage others to look for possibilities in their pa ticular
gsituationss. Tese are not mentioned to inhibit you, but to seek
your counsel.

Indeed, the main set is favourable for you to employ any
facts you want from our material, trusting your purpose and methods
and experience, and greatly interested in how you do it.
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Probably others have ealled to your ettention the small
error in your interesting and useful letter to Hornbeck of
Februe ry 16th. lMagee 1z an American, Unfortunately there was no
Britisher in the eity until your rather cautious and subdued
diplomats arrived. We ave, however, appreciative of Prideaux-

's and Jeffrey's good quelities and their aid in several
Williams is now & passable aid to Jeffrey, while P.B.
for Homes

I enclose some economile notes requested by Allison for the
Ambagsador, They assume knowledge of the general destruction and
stoppagse. Also plans of two inquiries which sre being launched
this week under fearsome cover of the Self<Government Committes.,
Smythe set up the agricultural one with our Chinese, and T am
starting the city show with plenty of consultation. e want a
sound basis for our relief policy and will try to boost the Self-
Government Committee at the same time w«- 8 feeble amd corrupt lot,
but approachable and with some elements of good intentions.
Probably can send you soon & memo of information desired by Allison
on them and their work.

Wit h hearty good wishes,

SEARLE BATES.

elping , Washington, Toklo. . So I don't know the origin or
primary destination of the eitation and of Johnson's response,

P.Se. - These messages all go to and from Hankow, Nanking, Shanghd ,
P
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