1923

1 Warren G. Harding dies, Calvin Coolidge becomes US
President

1 Widespread Ku Klux Klan violence in the US

1 Nancy Maria Nichols Beard dies September 3, 1923. She
was 80 years old.

1 Earthquake destroys 1/3 of Tokyabout140,000 in Tokyo
and Yokohamaverekiledon t he same day
mother died

1 Political conditions around Foochow are still unsettled.

1 Maryis teaching in Tungcho@hina.She is 41Flora is
back at Century Farm. She is 54.

1 Willard and Phebe are in Foochow, China. Ellen, Gould,
Germldine, Marjorie and Kathleen are in the U.S.

1 Willard is 58, Ellen 55, Phebe28, Gould 27, Geraldine
25, Dorothy 22, Marjorie 17, Kathleen15.



[This letter datedlan. 7, 1923was written from Foochow, China by Phebe to Geraldifebe asks Geraldine

about her new teaching job in Michigan. She refers to the death of their cousin Anna. A Red Cross Bazaar was held
to raise money to cover the expenses from the October war. Many plays and performances were given for
ChristmasandNewW e ar 6 s f e st i v Lettér donatethte Yate bybfamiyun 2006 u |

Foochow, China,
Jan. 7, 1923.
Dear Geraldine,

It was very good to get your letter a few weeks ago, and know that you were really teaching. At least for
the first year it is very pleasant to be near the family, and it makes me envy you to be within calling distance of both
Gould and the family. For Gould it must be a treat to have you so near as 28 miles, for he has always been so far
away that his seeings of thave been few and far between. We have heard from three of the family about your
football party at Ann Arbor, so | think it must have been a grand success.

Even tho you donét | ike Junior Highs, aitwdlbeaho your
fine experience for you to have had. See i f you canbot
spirit. Aren6t teachers supposed to change conditions

| am interested in the kind of pdepyou have in town, and the amusements. How do you get on with the
teachers and of what caliber are they? Being in Michigan would make me judge that the people were not very
cultured, or the amusements very intellectual; and the teachers might easibllbev and silly. Do you have any
trouble with discipline, and have you supplies enough?
teacherdés association to which you have to tfumaougt dues?
of all you can. Keep up your music, too.

By this time you are probably back at work in the New Year. The family was all together in Oberlin |

suppose for Xmas and New Year s. I am sorrDdybu di dnédét s
ever get that package | sent in June with fan, embroidery, etc in it? We had cards from oodles of people and boxes
from the farm, Aunt Ettads, and | got postals from the

hear of the partyou had at Oberlin.

Of course we were prepared all summer for the news from Bridgeport. | hardly know what to write Aunt
Grace and Uncle Oliver and since reading AThe Vocation
before. Ithoroghl y agree with his sentiments. I candt be sorr
it so bravely. As you said it seems such a waste of time, suffering and strength. If their lives had been more full of
a constructive gospel, there wdd have been more joy in the memory of them. If their death had been surrounded
with less sadness and trouble the memory of their lives would be worth the suffering.

Mother may have let you see my last letter of about three weeks ago. | told abogiagdéper in
Foochowbds Art s aColdAnEGCohvweb Socigdytl ant thinking Afrrevising and adding to it, and
possibly printing it. Of that we shall say later. Our last two A&ldb have been most enjoyable. The one before
Xmas was aarol evening. A trained choir gave several familiar pieces in such a finished American way, as we
hear only at such occasions. After the flatting, discords and gaps where held note should be that | hear in the school
all the time, | am really evaporatedo air at hearing pure real music. Last Friday night we were at Black Rock
Hill - the Y.M.C.A. house. The University men gave a play that came out in the Atlantic two yedfislago
Shakespeare were here todayo. eryflirmg Butitwasgood.nfpenfolowedan Eng

thenumber of theevening pl ay i n which Eunice Thomas was the | eadi
pretty good so far as feeling for marriage is concerned, and it was playedell Our next meting is a District
School , and our supper is to be a box lunch and an auc

There is so much society doingsd the missionaries are as much of it as anyone.

The biggest excitement before Xmas wWes Red Cross Bazaar that the community gave to glorify the
$1000 expenses incurred at the time of the October war by the mission hospitals. Mrs. Price gave the Consulate for
the building and different ladies took charge of various booths. When | nvibre Canton and Swatow booths
stood at the right in front. There were marvelous embroidered nighties and doilies etc., silver, carved ivory and
other lovely expensive things. Next came the Foochow booth filled with Chinese writing paper, silveropins, sp
etc, Lacquer, Chinese umbrellas, and even stockings that are made here. In the Shanghai booth were cloth for
dresses, hats that were |l ovely, menbés silk neckties, s
booth where second handduling, books, and odds and ends made fun; a fancy article booth and one of the largest
displays of gold lacquer | ever saw. It was an education to see it. Upstairs was a toy room where there were
Chinesemade dol | 6s f ur ni t u utestlitlecbaskets, raurdrany squdrd, and pails;aChiteset h e ¢
dol 1l 8s shoes, paper dolls, knitted sweater sets, and e



and was very dainty; for there are lots of babies coming or come. In the h#flen@dy booth which our
American sailors from the gunboat Helena patronized well. From that alone we made $216, for all the materials for
the candy were given by stores and individuals. Tea and a cafeteria supper were served in a tea rooveithat was
attractive. Orrin Maine and Dr. Lacy came in at the last on a boat from Shanghai that brought us a lot of Xmas
mail. In all | believe they made about $1300.

On Friday, the next day came our lunch exercises for Xmas at Geu Cio Dong. | had tra(dedtrey
or Grammar School girls to sing for it, the H.S. girls, and the boys in the church school. Besides | had to play a
violin solo also. The most interesting number on the program was the little play the church school girls gave of the
Wise and Footh Virgins. A screen was the house into which the bride groom dressed like a Chinese groom went
with the Five Wise ones. Everything was so simple, and all done in real Chinese fashion that it gave me a new
vision of the story. It almost shocks you te $kese stories you have always considered more or less sacred
dragged out and played with no reverence at all. Yet that is their wayangwdish way, and | am not sure they
doné6ét get a good deal mor e f r oimntheMedidaemagMirade Pldaydhran fr om t h

Friday night our girls sang carols under our windows, and | was so tired | barely heard them. They went
home on Sat. for the weekend to Monday.

Sat. P.M. the mission Xmas came, and | enjoyed seeing the children sayapisasg songs. Santa

Cl aus nearly scared some of them out of their |ives, b
took our girls to sing at a Y. M. C.A. entertainment. T
girls sang a verse of a card to go with each scene. They also sang a song of this ???. The last number was a movie

Uncle Tombdbs Cabin that | saw from the stage, the back
Chinese did appregit e her pranks. Mrs. Cong a Bible woman was g

eagerness to teach Tom to pray and write and that all Chinese should see it for that reason.

On Sunday Father spoke at Sadmmy church. | stayed to a feast thanel had a program in the
afternoon. Before that was over | had to rush into the city to help with a program there. On Monday A.M. Mrs. St.
Clair had two Chinese families in for a Xmas tree, then we went around the compound to see the other Xmases. |
cameout to get our own tree for the girls ready for the night.

We had a little program of Scripture carols etc; then Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus came in covered with snow,
from America and gave out the gifts from girls. Two of the girls acted the Santa Clatssdrpssed in our hats
and coats. It is amazing how many gifts they are beginning to give each other; for in the houses they have no
celebration of any kind, even the pastors. | got several interestingagiftapot, a handkerchief, a silver pin,agn
and a lovely pair of bedroom slippers like field woman shoes made of velvet. | prize them highly.

School has been going on as usual since then; we di

Last weekend Father and | took Dr. Sydney Gulick down tdGiithe University. We spent the
weekend with the Bedients and enjoyed little Philip the new baby, and Billy came in on Sunday A.M. and got into
bed with me for a good talk. We walked around and saw the sights in the A.M. and had a meeting in &lle P.M.
the faculty eats Sun. night suppers together and that night we had a very good Chinese supper. The Prices and
McConnells were also down and went back with us that night on the launch.

Yesterday | gee a concert for all the organ apidino studentsiithe school. We sent out ticket invitations
thru the week, and practicing has been deadly monotonous and persistent all the week. At 2:30 not a soul seemed to
have come, but after we got started people appeared from nowhere till the room was full. &raeked the piano
so violently that all the children laughed. But on the whole it was fairly good. Tea and cakes afterward seemed to
hit the spot.

A week ago Wed. Father and | enjoyed a party at Mr
charaas, and they were rich. Miss Lambert suggested that we ladies all lie on the floor and pretend iliness to
illustrateill for illuminate and walid it- mixed company, too. Refreshments were like a little supper. The English
are delightfully simple and fieshing in their parties.

On two different nights recently the army in Foochow has celebrated our New Year with a parade. Seldom
have | seen such beautiful lanterns, and such interesting placards and floats. The one | saw last Sat. night was the
dragon with an immense head, followed by a tail nearly 300 ft. long. It was built in little humps like that mounted
on boards held together by a wooden pin, and carried on the shoulders of men about 4 ft. apart. All was beautifully
lighted with candles. Nexiame a gold fish as high as a mammarvel in red. Then came several bundles of
flowers as high as the fire gates along the streets. Each flower and some of the leaves were lighted by candles, and
to see these gigantic carnations, trumpet flowerss libbwers, tube lilies, etc., coming along in perfect form was
beautiful.

The New Year vacation is only three weeks off and | have not planned to go anywhere. One of our ladies
is going up near Shaowu and if she got back in time | should go with het.nmBy teach a Y.W. class in Chinese



at the conference they have this vacation, so | must be on hand. There are many trips | can take by the day, and |
shall study Chinese. Last Thurs. | passed three more exams not awfully well, and by April | wastt &lfmy 2
yearsd work i f possible.
I have all the music for graduation so | feel busy.
are doing it well. Al so AFoll ow the GI eamo.
Will Dorothy graduatethat is take part in the graduatifestivities as a graduate this year in June? If so |
want to send her the gift for graduation now. Please let me know soon so it will reach her in time.
Do write and tell me of the family and of yourself. Do pass my letters much so you will all thet al
news. I 6I'l try to resolve this year to write every we
one in America. Lots of love, best New Years wishes, Phebe.

*kkkk

[This typewritten letter, datethnuary 9, 1923was written fom Tungchou, China by Mary to the home folk. The

railroad strike has delayed some studgentar ri val back to school. The compound
awoke Mary in the middle of the night. Postal rates have returned to their original priceschidw pipes burst
over the holiday and Maryés ink bottle froze. Letter f

January 9, 1923.
Dear Home Folk,

Back at school and deep in work. Not all the children are in yet. Poor Franz Crumpacker aidaEstth
got to Shih Chia Chuang and were delayed by railroad strike. Franz after two days got on his wheel and got home in
three days hard riding. So he got there for Christmas. Edith could not do so, being a girl and living twice as far
away. She finallgot there on the 28 School had closed the 18] Franz returned yesterday and we look for Edith
tomorrow. Isabel Hemingway is coming then too. She has quite recovered.

We are all excited over Kathleen Parlovio]in virtuosd. 18 of us are planning toeat ourselves to seats
on Thursday afternoon. She plays at the Peking hotel at 5.15 so we can easily return that night by auto. The papers
give wonderfull accounts of her recitals in Tientsin.

| will go to back history. | stopped on my ?? trip for téyefour hours at Tenghsien to visit the Dodds. It is
an awful place to stop at for no train arrives at a civilized hour nor leaves at one either. | came up by the Mail to get
there at the best hour possible and that was 11.00 P.M. It meant sitting ightaiba for the Mail carries only™
class sleepers and my ticket wd$@ass. Mrs. Dodd was a thoughtful hostess and insisted on my having breakfast
in my room. She put it on the score of the New Years guests she was expecting and the need béHhutisg t
ready to receive from 15800 Chinese at an early hour. Anyway | slept till 8.00 and got rested. All the foreigners
came in for tea that afternoon and we had a right good time visiting. | came up with the children and we came out
by auto, gettindiere soon after midnight. Hot cocoa tasted good, for it was cold!

| got some kind of infection on my face and got the swelled head on the left side. Dr. Love did my facial
decorations in iodine for a few nights and the thing responded right away sanowdarly normal, but skinning.

That and a cold made me feel tired so | took a weekend off, went without suppers and had breakfast in bed. It has
saved me something, | know not what. For | feel all right and ready for work. You see | did not eventenste let
but slept most of the time.

On Saturday night, we had a scare. | had gone to bed and was asleep. A disturbance or the light wakened
me. My room was flooded with light. | was out of bed right soon and at the window. The gateman had a huge pile of
fuel, enough to last him all winter, piled near his house. That is not so very far from the dormitory! It was all ablaze.
Fortunately there was very little wind and that toward the west, hence away from us. Mr. Menzi was out there and
had started the men pailling out the bundles of straw that were not afire and so saved about two dozen good sized
bundles. The gateman and his family had withdrawn into the house, and closed it tight and were waiting to burn, |
guess. Leonard pulled him out and set him to whidtried to have them shovel on enough dirt to save part of it,
but the man got tired and our servants would not work if he lay down on the job. The stuff blazed low all night till
after 7.00 A.M. | think the man must have sat out by it to watch it,daroke about two and he was there, and he
was there when the train came in. All the children were down skating. Mr. Lund showed wisdom in finding out that
they could be of no help and making them stay. | prevented any wild excitement.

The magazines ar@ming all right and are getting read too. We wish | had gotten the model for the rack
from Miss Bostwick, as we talked so often last year of it.

My Digest still comes. | think | paid for two years before coming out. | had that in mind to do and thought
| did it. | feel sure | must have for since October 28avig been receiving two copies. Please write and ask to have
my subscription extended for another year, instead of doubled as they are doing now.



The government changed the postage rates back torther ones on the first of January. Several
provinces had refused to recognize the increase and it was a mess. If a letter went out of the province the four cents
was collected at the receiving office, if it stayed in nothing happened. Chihli, of coou#not revolt, but the
papers could talk.

When we got back, the thing we have kept from happening for seven years happened. The servant had not
kept enough fire and the pipes in the school house were burst. In all the north rooms and one sectioadiéts

was broken. ASmily Lio is stildl at work fixing them. W
good coils to replace the broken ones. Owing to the way the system was put in, we can use the good radiators and
allthesouthroom. A stove in the study hall makes up for the n

a barn. Recitations that are scheduled for that room, are conducted in the teachers sitting room over here.

My ink in the store was frozen. By some naieg the bottles did not burst. | would have been a mess had
they done so, for | made up three quarts last fall, thinking it would last most, if not all the year.

When in Shanghai, | met Mr. and Mrs. Yard. They were in Nichols once. He is a MethodésemBhe is
still most fond of the Plumb girls and corresponds with each of the three. Ruby is evidently the one for who she has
the greatest fondness and admiration. | remember, that they spoke of a friend, a missionary in Szechuan. But they
are now trasferred to Shanghai and live in the same compound as Harriet. She has three fine girls, the oldest either
a junior or senior in high school. Mrs. Yard looks young enough to be a senior herself. | expected her to show me
some infants when she spoke of bleildren.

| enclose one of the two letters that Mr. Scott has sent me. Flora may be near Springfield as able to call. |
must close this and answer the two letters recently received with questions galore. | know | have not written of all
the important hapgmings, but | think none of the most important are left out.

Letters from Margaret Smith still say she will not return for several years. Frances Gray is engaged to Mr.
Hayes. He is nearly her age. Everyone seems happy about it except the Methodiste ek helper. They will
get married in the spring. Mrs. Martin has not been well all fall, so Jim Hunter took the Sunday School. She is better
now, and will take her class back when Maudeemas to gi
bubbling over since his return. It is partly his joy at getting back, and partly the joy that his nose is to be broken
before many months, as he learned during vacation.

| did not get the box of toys etc. off before going to Shanghai. | could noitmeik (Tunghsien) and was
not foresighted enough to take it to Shanghai and mai l
reduced rates.

Lots of love
Mary

*kkkk

[This letter, datedanuary 18, 1923was written from Foochow,hiha by Willard to Gould. Willard comments on
the popularity of football in America. He writes from Ponasang because in the present reign of terror the women
teachers want a man around for safety. He talks about how the army is seizing coolies ofétlier $algor

workers. Letter from the collection of Virginia Van Anflel

American Board Mission
Foochow, China
Wen Shan Girls6 School Foochow, Fukien
Jan. 18, 1923

Dear Boy [Gould:-

Your good letter came about ten days ago and | read it and Phebesal it and reread it | suppose and
just returned it yesterday. The girls have both written most enthusiastically about the football game. Dorothy was
hilarious about it and Geraldine says the people in America are football crazy. The papers say fiikdé har
Bowl twice this fall with nearly 80000 people each time and has had several tens of thousands in it at other times
and has taken in about $150000 in gate receptsugh to build and equip and run for ten years a school like
Foochow College ith five hundred boys. And this $150000 is only a part of the cost of the game to the visitors.
Think of what many parties paid in auto hire, tolls, hotel bills etc. from New York and Boston and other places.
Well the people in the dear, old home landraveall bankrupt.

There are many things in my daily routine to make me think of you. Each morning as | put on my tie |
catch it with the clasp you gave me several years ago. Every time | go to any thing special | put in the stick pins you
traded with melt takes too much time to put it in every day. And when | go away for the night | have you along in



the form of my travelling case with every thing in it that | need for the night, or rather in the morning. | wonder if
you have ever worn the dress coaft.|

| am writing this at Ponasang. All the ladies were away except Miss Pike and Phebe and in the present
conditions, they kind 06 |Iike some one around. It seem
being able to finish it at ondtting. It is very quiet here and no teacher, student or other person knows where | am.

In the city | very seldom have an evening to myself. Last evening three men came in afteresugbpfer a private
interview. At 9:10 p.m. the last one went and | \ivae to see Phebe home to Ponasa®gB30 p.m. found me back

home and ready for bed. It was a nice crisp night and we enjoyed the walk. These walks together are a very great
pleasure to both of us. They do us both good wften it is impossible for mi get the exercise | ought to have in

the day time, and a brisk walk out to Ponasang and back is as good as a fire to put one to sleep and keep him there
all night. Then we have the road all to ourselves at that time of night in these conditions and mestehelpful

talks.

Day after tomorrow examinations begin. Commencement comes on Jan. 31. Then a vacation. Do you know
that no student is more grateful for vacation than the teachers are. Phebe is debating whether to go to Sharp Peak for
a week to Diong Loh for a week or to Shaowu for three weeks during vacation. | have promised to go to Diong
Loh.

The term has been a hard one in some ways. We started out very auspiciously with a very large enrollment
the largest of my fall term in the history oktiCollege. The teachers were in their job and the boys were doing fine
wor k when the war came and of course put every thing o
have been very unsettled and it has been impossible to do good wetst§ome 60 boys whose families moved
out of Foochow to other cities to escape trouble and some boys left to go into the studenhé&mig a great
farce.

For a week now the city has lived in terror. One of the armies of 10000 are planning fo edew days.

They want 6000 men as load coolies. To get them they send the soldiers anywhere to arrest anyone who looks as if
he could carry a load. Tuesday | spent the whole day to get a ton and a half of rice in to the College from just
beyond Ha Pua. Not a coolie could be found anywhere who would risk to pull a cart. We found one who would

go for $2.50 (for 2 hrs. work) if | would go all the way with him and guarantee to bring him back home. Well the

rice shop proprietor and | finally took an emptvo wheeled cartpulled it to the rice shop, loaded it with 10 bags

of rice each weighing 140 pounds and with three men= his clerks to push and pull, we started. Only a few rods away
from the shop we stopped to repair one of the rear legs of the learsh®p man stepped into a shop about 5 rods

ahead of the cart. As he came out of the shop a man seized him. | happened to be looking the other way. | heard the
ot her men shout AKeuk ni ah, Keuk niah. 0 slreengughhnave sei z
young chap of some 20 years was pulling the man along by the arm. | pointed my cane at him and shook my head
and he instantly released him. But with his pal the young chap came on past me and only 4 or 5 doors beyond
entered a carpenter shapd pulled out the proprietor and hustled him along by me. | stood in the middle of the

street and the poor fellow clutched my arm and begged me to help him. Before | could say a word, both brutes had
their knives out and threatening to disembowel himofHeourse let go of my arm and was hustled off to some pen
where he would have straw to lie-aro covering, no stool or bed and two bowls of rice a day, until the army is

ready to move. Then he will have to carry a load to no one knows where if heotldés Ibefore. The city is full of
mourning women and children whose husbands, sons and fathers have thus been forcibly seized. Yesterday some
2000 women of the poorer classes besieged the Army generals to pity them and let their men folks out. | never saw
a city so shut up. Not a shop open. Every morning some of us foreigners must go out to buy vegetables that are
brought in by women Even teachers and students are taken. The women that empty our commodes have not been
near us for three days. The villageg on the plain are all closed and the people do not dare even to open their

doors. It is a reign of terror. The people come to us begging us to go and get their men out. Three women were
waiting all the afternoon to get Miss Wiley and me to go to tryetiotheir men out. We are practically powerless.

Well this is the civilization of China and only Jesus Christ can save China from this. The number who see
this is few but increasing rapidly. And when we hear and see that the Christians to a verygiagestapefor
the pastors and preachers are on thetjody are in little danger of arrest. We realize that the Gospel not only saves

mends souls but their bodi es. It seems someti mes as if
civilization of the Middle AgesTurkey, Greece and China.
ltdés bed ti me. Write me how mama is and how she ani

God bless and guide and use you my dear-Bolyovingly Father

*kkkk



[This typewritten letteidlatedJanuary 21, 1923was written from Tungchou, China, by Mary to the home folk.
They received $5100 to complete their dormitory (plumbing and electricity). The contractors installed the stairs
incorrectly and they are now sagging. Letter from the ctibe of Virginia Van Ande]

N.C.A.S., January 21, 1923.
Dear Home Folk,

We have been having a dust storm today, the first for a long time. The house has been cold too. But the
heating plant is doing fine work. We can dress in comfort for trerst®mes up so quickly. | turn off my heat
because | can not get my room cold enough if | leave it on. Yet | can dress comfortable if | turn it on the minute |
am out of bed.

The chapel with only pipes near the ceiling, and three north windows, ha®bemhdt Hence | have had
the stove that used to be in Marthadés room put up t

Mr. Menzi has been in bed with Pharangitus(?) for the past two weeks. He is better now, but it will be
several days before he can get out. Those poor people, one of thesehall most of the time.

| went in on Friday for the reception at the Legation for all Americans. A talk with Dr. Fergerson will be of
benefit because he is to come down early in the new Chinese year for a talk on art. He is giving a series to the
Peking children.

| stayed with Jean and the Smiths and Heintz of Tsing Hua were there, also Alice Huggins. Since | had to
stay in, I made the most of the night and went to s
the Art Institute. Evig/body was there. Lura Aiken and her mother, just recently returned to Peking. How they were
dressed up! Lura is giving piano lessons, English lessons and studying music. Professor Hymans seems to have
taken her up.

Better than the reception or the Playthe dinner, was the news that Minnie Corbett gave me after the
play. She had received that day, news that Mrs. Schell had granted us $5100 gold with which to complete our
dormitory. HURRAH!! The money is here! Can you not see the Delco plant! thexXineek! set tubs and seats!

But the contractors did a dirty job on the stairs. They have hung them in midair without proper stays and
they are sagging so one is almost afraid to use them. On the top ones where the use is least, the drop is over three
inches. Li is at work making proper stays and will jack them up, and put posts from the first floor up. It will be less
artistic, but more secure.

Jan. 28. Lilooked over the job of fixing the stairs and apparently accepted it, last Monday. Nothing lsméee
Dr. Love sent yesterday to enquire and received word that he was too busy to do it. It is a matter of feeling because
the job was let to out of town men | fear. Meanwhile the stairs are slowly slipping each day. | have not gotten him to
do anythinghis year. He scorns my small jobs.
With love
Mary.

*kkkk

[This typewritten letter, datethnuary 28, 1923was written from Tungchou, China by Mary to the home folks.
Moore Gordon talked to them about the orphanage he founded in 1917. Shelwoll i ke a ATi p Top
ordered for her. Letter from the collection of Virginia Van Arjdel

January 28, 1923.

Dear Home Folks,

| have a letter started, but had to remove it to type examinations and can not find it. If | find it I can stil
enclose it. Exams are over for the children, but | am still in the throes of correcting. So far grades rang®from 25
Miss Burgess beats me with a 6 and a 98.

Last Saturday the Peking American School boys came down for an ice hockey game. Ittivag exci
There was no score during the four quarters so they played two extra five minute periods. They scored one goal
during the first five minutes, so won. They skate better than our boys but we had the best team work. Erick Thunder
shot the goal. It wahie speed with which he did it that accomplished the end. He escaped the outer guards and only
Stanley had to be dodged. Tomorrow we play them on the Legation rink. The boys have worked hard all week and
we hope for success. It is hard to get good prabtice now, because the ice had to be cut this week. The field is
cramped, especially as there are other children who want to skate also. Instead of fixing the moat this year, the
athletic associations have hired a man to sweep and water the pond. Werdelnob gni ze t he fAexcl
the Chinese boys to the pond, but asked for a divis
objection, the division was made and all has been well so far. For one thing, fewer Chinese boys than ewkr have ha
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skates. Four at once is the most | have seen. They skate along with our children and enjoy the fun. Miss Young and
Miss Carlisle have been very devoted to the sport, so the question of chaperone has not been any bother. That is
lucky for the girls!

OneSunday, Moore Gordon came down and told us about the work out at the orphanage. It was a bit long
but thoroughly enjoyable. He started with the reason for founding it, to care for orphans left by the floods of 1917
and then again by the famine of 1919 &oid the story. The special point of moral that he emphasized, was
obedience. They have a waiting list of several hundred. Two boys broke rules and went to Peking. On their return,
the boy who had a home he could go to was sent thither in spite of [ge#tidrpleadings. His place was needed by
a boy who would appreciate it. The other, who had no home, and for whom it would mean sure death to be turned
out, was put in the reformatory where there are only the barest necessities of life. But it meanhisditimgat the
end of the list of hundreds before he could hope to get back to the comforts he had been enjoying.

On Monday Chan Nai Nai 6s daughter came home il Il . Si
asked Alice to get her home before sheuld get too ill to get well quickly. She did not want to come, and the
authorities up there would not insist. Now she is here with a well developed case of Tuberculosis. Dr. Love has
taken her into the hospital and says there is a good chance faemgdmyt now it means a year or more. The poor
Amabh is of course quite broken up over it.

Miss Bailey is living up to her reputation and noting on the inspiration of the moment. Wednesday was the
camp fire birthday. On Monday, | got a note asking if sldd-come for the dinner on Tuesday night. She did. And
| think all went well. She had a ceremonial afterward, the first this year. | attended, and found it interesting. We are
working on the question of room order. No teacher was ready to undertakspbetion last semester, and | had
too many things to do. Hence | shut my eyes, rather than talk and not do. Now | am letting other things go if need be
and doing careful inspection. Any clothes on the floor at any time, of day or night, | confiscate. $aumie hours
of the day | take anything that is on the chairs or trunks too. Yes, | had to give in and let trunks stay in the rooms.
We had not chairs enough to furnish seats and one can not insist on the girls standing all the time they are in their
rooms

Phebeds | ett er" justamenthbrrtiedvayyThat ery aftéroon, came a bead man, and so
I have most of the things you want already bought. | was very glad of the account, for | had no idea where | stood.

Here is the list of what | hght to send you.

1 turquoise chain to sell for  $4.00

1 blue bird pin f fi fi 1.00

1 turquoise pendant i fi f 2.50

2 fi fi fi fi f 1
2 browni sh i i f i 1.75

1 set white jade fi fi f fi 3.00 pa

These are perfect and hard to get now.

| have some white chains, but nothing that is as long as Miss Schnieder wants. | am going to restring them
before | send. | hope to get the candown tomorrow. You wait and see if they are not prettier than some of the
others | have sent! None of the chains this time have the little boxes. | suppose they are too bulky for the peddlers to
bring around.

Did Miss Brewster ever get a turquoisetriachain? She originally wanted one. Please let her know if you
are telephoning, that | am enjoying the New York papers very much. | am sure you can assure her that | am not
using a great deal of time writing letters.

We expect two new boys tomorrowrtAur Hersay and Norman Long. That makes 32 boys in the boys
house. There will be 14 on each porch. Another one will have to sleep inside, for there just is not floor space for
another bed. The four oldest boys sleep inside. They are not returning ad waht to purchase sleeping bags
for the one year. We are sorry to loose Arthur Romig as he is such a fine student and always pleasant to have
around. William Cochran sends a small brother to take his place. We all hope he is as interesting.

lamenclos ng an advert iTopme Dupdfi ctah®@rdTiMp ss Mason had ¢
was most useful. This slip has been lost till | moved over. Since then it has been on my desk waiting for me to
remember to write about it. | have marked the sizartyalso the supplementary parts it would be wise to have
sent at the same time. | should think, that Flora might like one for Tientsin too. | should like to get it here for the
next examinations if possible. This is an old advertisement so prices maghenged. They were about $3.50
before the war. | hope they have gone down.

| am sorry | was so slow in getting the second luncheon set off. Some way there was a long time between
opportunities. It is more like the ones you have seen. Did | put a prit@ kb would be $9.00 or 10.00. The other is



much cheaper, $5.00. | write this late purposely, so Mother will take her real choice, unhampered by thoughts of
price.

| have had letters from Mariel Evans, Eleanor Mitchell, Miss Lathrop, recently. Thediit@re on Riga,
Latvia and having interesting experiences. The Yarrows are in Rowayton, Conn. if you want to hunt them up. Did |
write that Grace goes to Smith and her mother wrote for her grades? The Dildines are in Peking. Mary is so much
better thashe starts school this new semester. Mrs. Dildine writes that she hopes to send them back here, but if that
school comes up to grade, she must keep them home as the doctor does not yet give them a clean bill of health.

Mary was down for the game Saturdad it hurt her to have to root for any team but ours.

With lots of love,
Mary.

| enclose the bill for my Geographic, $3.50.

*kkkk

[This typewritten letter, dateleebruary 11, 1923was written from Tungchou, China by Mary to the family. They
have had hockey games this wintelary sends prices for some Chinese items sent back home to be sold. Letter
from the collection of Virginia Van Andgl

N.C.A.S. February 11, 1923.
Dear Family,
Mothers letter came this week. Rain and mud sowed go me. It is, of course, terribly dry here. A high
wind on Friday gave us a local dust storm, but it was short lived. Mrs. Gordon was out today for the first time in
over a week. She had the influenza such as has been going the rounds. Mr. Menek wagtajob this week,
after an absence of three weeks. It was good to have everything in full swing again.
Before Mrs. Gordon got ill she was in the nervous state, that is familiar to those of us who know her, when
everything was wrong. She sat on go®r children in the dining room till it was most trying. But she brought them
to time by refusing to make birthday cakes if they refused to heed her repeated requests for less noise. Five missed
out on cakes, then the noisy ones began to feel that toeasuch to impose a punishment on others for the sake
of the enjoyment they were getting. Also Mrs. Gordon began to feel that she had been too hard. The result was a
joint party for the five and Mr. Menzi who had been in bed on his birthday. It wasessuand | hope will be
useful in keeping order in the future.
Last week Cleora came down for the wesld. | made the first Divinity of the season. It was excellent.
Maude brought over some cherries and we added them. It was so good that Jean andifffadtyat all in
cleaning up the dish when she was down on Tuesday.
Alas we lost the third hockey game. There was no score for three quarters, then Millard Arnold shot a
pretty goal. No one could get another in. But the Puck traveled back anddféattt & almost made ones head
dizzy following it. Our boys did wonderfully well. It was a hard fair fight, with the most friendly spirit all through. |
went with the Tuttles for lunch and a committee meeting for the curriculum committee afterwardkétlestahard
and interestingly that it was 3.50 before | thought of my train. | rushed off and thanks to the train being late, made it
at Tung Pien Men. It was a forlorn team that waited for the train; tired and no thrill of victory to cheer them.
| mailedtwo packages to you on Monday. One was the toys etc. that | have had done up for so long, the
other contained,
3 turquoise pendants; 1 of hard stone and 2 of soft.
2 colored glass i
1 chain beads.
The prices are on them all, in gold, as you outtbteem. | shall not label any others, lest it get you into trouble
with customs. Have you had to pay anything on the stuff | have sent? Most people are groaning over duties, on
goods sent home. If you do, please add to the prices and reimburse youWelaes selling cheap enough, so
there ought to be no kick.

I am going to have AFour Chickenso mail here on
follows:

l. 1.
blue-glass beads $2.50 Turquoise matrix (solid}- $8.00
white b o p-e 250 A i -7.00 n with knot s

crocheted lingerie top---- 3.00

t

h



I. V.

Blue glass beads-$2.50 2 bunnies-------------=--=- .40 each
Pi nk b-e-n-&€50 f humptydumpty----------- .40
Humpty-dumpty----- .40 brown beads------------- 2.50

| have seven more strings to send some time, but have not gotten them done up. | took time last week to
make extensive purchases at Tais. The new year is at hand and even Tai was eagerddtsetisTdent last
Monday, I got from AJerryodo when he came down.

| had Alice Huggins over for dinner this noon. Miss Burgess had Miss Ingram, and Miss Fenn went over to
keep Miss Sailer company. | am going to start and entertain the compound peopde. ltis to get Maude until
after the baby comes, | fear. Bobby is a dear, so happy to be out after being in for several days with the flu.

Katherine Dodd has a small victrola and it has been going all day. | have not minded, because she has no
cheap,t ashy records, but many good, <classical ones. It wi
was. | have got to get hold of Katherine, she is all right here, but her attitude toward her mother in heart rending.

Monday | sent to Flora lastveek several prospectuses and some of the booklets giving the book lists. |
did not understand that the booklet was to have anything but the books desired in it, so that is all it contains. Some
of the other things are,

a safe

a victrola

outfit for teachers rooms i.e. sheets, towels, pillowcases, etc.

another piano

table linen, table cloths, 2 yards square, for ten tables.

napkins, 2 dozen.

large type revised version Bible for chapel.

money for servants quarters.

Flora knows the needs betthan |, for she worked more on that problem

I wonder how much you got for the fur coat? | am glad it is sold before it gets moth eaten or otherwise
injured.

Please give to the church for me $5.00, out of the funds that you collect from the salestd giea
something every year altho | am so far away.

When you get tired of selling things, just say the word and | will cease to send them to be sold. | enjoy
doing my part, but do not want to over do it for you. | sent the four packages to thesaffibey ought to travel
with this letter, and leave the"1.6

It is getting spring. | have had to turn the heat off and open my window. Also the ribbon on my machine is
winding itself up all crooked. It is a Remington ribbon, and | may have made a nstakeo economical. It costs
the same price as the Corona and is nearly twice as long. By winding it over onto my spool, and cutting it, it should
work.

| must write Miss Bailey. She has written early that she plans to come down, so | must answantShe w
to make gowns and have two ceremonials during her vacation.

Carrington Goodrich and Ann Swann were married last week Friday. | got an invitation on the evening
mail of the wedding day and the wedding reception was at 5.30. | did not attend. Bols 8hte seventh heaven.
Ruth is coming north for two weeks.

Lots of Care
Mary.

*kkkk

[This letter dated~eb. 11, 1923vas written from Foochow, China by Phebe to Ellen. In it she talks about her
recent trip to Sharp Peak where she was ba@he ponders about being an old maid as h&ri8ahday
approaches. Original letter is in the archives of Oberlin College.]
Foochow, China.
Feb. 11, 1923.
Dearest Mother,
We are in the midst of a real Foochow winter; cold that findshaigd you everywhere except as you hug
a stove, c¢cloudy days, and sometimes rain. In spite of
secretary, Miss Bosbyshell, and | started last Saturday for Sharp Peak and a week of party. Fasintrchihe s
day before for Diongloh and stopped here to have me put up his lunch. Just before he left your package came, and |



tore it open in time to |et him see his tie and the pi
childred r owed up according to age. Father is most desiroc
soon as you can get it here. Maybe Uncle Willis is sending him some.

Mar jorie has grown so that we kgtH thhdt, hemobébDots.h e ?!
you get this you wil/| probably get Dotés birthday gi ft
She ought to keep the room rather medium temperature and a pan of water on the radiator to make dampnes
enough to prevent cracking. If Dot likes hers well enough, (keep this secret, please) | hope to send Monnie one like
it, or if she prefers in green or black, for graduation next-1924. Please find out what her feelings are in this
matter.

Well, | must hurry now, after all this that started to be an introduction to this message, to thank you very
much for this | ovely paper. I was sorely in need of t
| love to use pretty paper, andhal love thisyeally, all the more because you sent it. Lots of love goes with the
thanks.

At Sharp Peak, | wished, as | stood in the suite where | was born that you and Father might have stood
there with me. | love the place because it is near theasel | love the sea! Perhaps | do because | was born near
it No place was familiar to me; and | didnodét get to
remembered. Some summer now, | want to go down for a week or two, ahdrsger ipleasant skies; for | like the
place.

These days since Wednesday have been full of unimportant things, paying last bills before the new year,
receiving furnituremy very first set, which really makes it most important, and just kicking aroumehieral. It
seemed strange today to go to Geu Cio Dong and see only a handful there, mostly not school girls. A schedule

agrees with me | know. I get mor e t-bonsurgiryy. Themame, and pl
old-maid is nearly i e , I guess. Thirty is fast approaching, and
last letter toyou still stands. | wonder what you will or have replied.

My new magazines came | ast week, amredtl ofpdlinti osn®d . h arp)
Dig. [Literary Digest is excellent, but it comes so fast that | have no time to keep up. Rates are about even; but |
shallhave moresetff espect i f | at | east approxi mate rkeoawdi ng t hi s
what to send for gifts. Perhaps if | just mention some things it will help. Records foW\itola] | sent a list of
last summer. Late books, either good fiction or worthyhdnct i on ar e fi ne. But for fic
rightof t he press, for we have already read AThis Freedom
reader s. Both Xmases so far we have had a | ot of cand

anyone. So a hice box would save mgd at Xmas. It is a luxury, ahdhould get on without-tand be called a
child or a tightwad, | suppose. But-----!
The family has written us very regularly this winter avelappreciate lit Please keep it up! We watch the
mails eagerly. Silame we t ake for HAAI Il 6s Well 0, however we never
love, and many thanks again for the lovely gift, from your eldestBjirtbe

| am enclosing just a tiny sprig of a flower | found at Sharp Peak. It was disigirek. | wish | could have
found a wild lilac on the way to the boat!

*kkkk

[This letter dated~eb. 11, 1923vas written from Foochow, China by Willard to Kathleen. He tells her about his
somewhat humorous wal ki ng t rthe ptatienj Diohg Ldhrand back petalksg a n d
briefly about the current state of affairs in Chinkathleen is 1&nd he celebrated his B&irthday. Letter in the
collection of Jill EImer Jackson.]

=
T

American Board Mission
Foochow, China

Feb. 111923
Dear Kathleen:

Last week | was in Diong Loh and no one got any letters for two reasons. (1) Last Sunday Mr. Topping and
| rose at a village called Kong Cheng. We walked from Diong Loh there= about 16 miles on Saturday. We had
Frank, Mr . emihup bunhg éusld nbtdind a coolie for one load so his house coolie took one load and
we put the bedding on Frank. He acted as if he thought that was Kong Ki¥j g but he carried it and Mr.

Topping on top of it for a while=about two mileShen he stopped and refused to go. Mr. Topping got off. Then
Frank went on all right. Sunday morning we found another coolie to accompany the house coolie and they took the



loads on 14 miles to where we were to spend Sunday night. We took Frankrard Wang long a village about
1500 feet up above the plain. This is a very interesting place. One of the leading business men of Sing Ha, a large
village on the sea comes from Nang long. His family lives there. He is a very earnest Christianrdiuemi is
very positive for Christianity in all that region. There are only 50 families in Nang long. They have given up all
idols and every form of idolatry. No more do they use wine at feast and superstition is gone. It is much like a
Christian vllage at homenot all the people are Christians but they are all favorable to Christianity. Most of the
men are in Sing Ha in business. We held a service at Nanghadglinner there and went down to Sing Ha in the
afternoon. The road was pretteasp some of the way but Frank carried either Mr. Topping or me most of the way.
We reached Sing Ha a little after 5. The wind was blowing very hard and it was some cold. We had to eat wholly
Chinese food at Neng Ing and that evening we had to havetafeging Ha. Down on the sea the wind blows
fiercely.

Monday morning it began to rain about 8:30. We had breakfast then we had set before us each four eggs
poached in sugar and water. | ate for breakfast 1 poached egg and two fried eggs. Mr.tdolppiregmn all =six.
Then just as we were starting a woman came in with two bowls of Hung Gang=rice vermicelli with an egg on it .
He ate the egg=seven. We walked about ten miles and stopped at a village and had another dish of rice vermicelli
with two eggs on it. He ate both= nine eggs Mr. Topping ate for breakfast last Monday.

You should have seen us as we left Sing Ha. The members sending us off with fire crackers. Frank is not
yet used to them and they were so near they flew all about undeetidde just danced for two or three minutes
with Mr. Topping on his back. When it finally occurred to him that by going forward he could get away from the
noise he just scooted.

We reached our next stopping place Siu Lai about 1:45. This was wayhHeme toward Diong Loh.
Going down we had made a detour to stop at Nang long. The last two hours of travel before reaching Siu Lai it
rained hard and the wind blew right in our faces so hard that it was useless to try to hold an umbrella. Isvas wet a
rat from my feet nearly to my hips. The wind blew the flaps of my overcoat about so that the rain got against my
legs. My cap was soaked. But the loads came about 20 minutes after we got to the chapel and | took a good rub,
put a blanket over my shiwlers and was all right. Just before we reached this village we had to cross a brook some
4 rods pbout 66 fegtwide. Mr. Topping was waiting for me and said we would both ride over. | laughed and said
that little pony could not carry two of us. But got off | jumped into the saddle and he tried to get on behind. But
he |l anded on the ponyds tail. The pony tried to kick
tail, his hind feet did not get very far into the air. Mr. T hadét off and the next time he landed near the saddle
and Mr. Frank took us over all right.

We had a nice service with over 30 people that afternoon. Next morning we started for Diong Loh and got

home a |ittle after 5 mdioedWisskuttigid somedangnage workl Thursddyay ed an
a.m. | walked 8 miles to long M??? and took the launch for h&mechow. The Diong Loh launch left at 5 a.m.
too early.

Your letter is with Phebe so | cannot answer it in time. But it was a vedylgtier. 9+{maybe he means
years in schoglshows that you are developing in the use of your mother tongue. My how would you like to see the
first | etter you ever wrote me. I have it preserved i
interesting as is the letter. Gould and Geraldine write as if is was good for them to get home for the few days at
Christmas.

Both the Southern generals have left Foochow. Hu Cundeildhe day that | left for Diong Loh. The
soldiers are still siemg a few men to carry loads but the streets are again supplied with rickshas and the shops are
open and in general Foochow appears natural for the first time since last September.

Commencement passed off very nicely. Civil Governor Ling Seng spdhke exércises. Ten students
from the middle school course and nineteen from the Higher Primary received diplomas. We are still buying land
and houses for enlargement.

My 58" birthday was the day | walked in the rain and got wet thru. | shall remenablemiy time. The
evening after we returned to Diong Loh the station were invited to dinner at Mr. and Mrs. Hubbards and to my
complete surprise a cake with birthday candles came on.

How you would enjoy the Topping children. Wilma is a little more thémyears old. Her hair is very
striking. Mama would have given a good deal to have had a baby with one tenth so many curls. Her hair is all curls
and it stands straight up all over her head. | never saw hair like it. Her mother cannot brush Eaciwhair
seems so full of kinks all the whole length. The baby is nearly six months old and sleeps from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m.
without disturbing anyone. A new boyds school buil din
new houseonthesitef t he ol d Gardner house is roofed in so the
Hospital on the land that used to be my garden is just getting the roof on.



Every one is very busy planning the work for next year= | mean next Chinese year. oléenigsion is
$3000 mex. short we have appointed a committee of twenty to raise this here in Foochow. We shall be on the job
when this reaches you. Please all of you pray that the money may come. | have talked for this method of raising
money for thevork for a long time. This is the first real attempt that had been made. | hope it will be successful.

China is a much distressed land. Conditions are as bad as they were under the old monarchy, but she has
more hopefor there is a deep thirst for kwtedge at least for an education and a Christian Education is her only
hope. Many mistakes will be made as she changes from chaos to order and many men will be killed, for life is very
cheap here as any previous letters have shown. Rattle brained yearagdiyoung women will make fools of
themselves and cause misery. But out of it all will come a China that will help the world.

May God be very good to you all

Very lovingly
Father
I 61 1 |l ook for a burette.

The young man who came with 5 athéto my study three weeks ago and demanded that the Foochow College
students go in a procession to the various officials to demand the stopping of siezing men for carriers shot himself
last week, accidentaly good thing for Foochow.

*kkkk

[This typevritten letter, datedVlarch 2, 1923 was written from Tungchou, China by Mary to the folks. She tells
about the various people and families of which she is acquainted with. Letter from the collection of Virginia Van
Andel]

N.C.A.S., March 2, 1923
Dear Folks,

I know | have been delinquent in writing and fear that another Sunday will pass without a letter. Hence, |
am writing instead of eating. That is not as bad as it sounds, for | had a most scrumptious tea at 4.00 and only a
short walk since.

Two weeks ago | went to Peking on Saturday afternoon by rickshaw to hear Kathleen Parlow a second
time. My man was a good one, but 5 miles this side of town he sold me to another fellow. This second-was slow
| o w.l would have arrived inime for dinner and no concert had not the Gibbs been trying to attend the same
concert and by auto, not rickshaw. | stayed in for the week end with Jean. We had Alfred Stanley and Margaret
McCann for Saturday night. We all went to the movies and saw aggogdof the Yukon.

On Sunday Jean and | went to the hotel for the music. It was an all classical program. A Mr. Ellis, third
Secretary, just new invited Jean over to hear his new piano, and try it as accompanist to her violin. Paul and | went
for audierce. Mr. Ellis is delightfully Naive.

The Burgess family were down here for two weeks camping out in the one time Hémahdhouse, now
the N.C.A.S. property. M B. was very ill with something similar to Typhus during the Christmas holidays and the
dodors forbade him doing any work till after the first of March. Hence the migration of the whole family. | was
over there for |l unch on Washingtonés birthday, and had
developed ear ache, so Stella anddbys made a hasty departure by auto Monday morning.

Jean Hunter arrived about 8.39 two weeks ago today. She is a darling. | saw her when four days old. She is
gaining and Maude is fine. Bobby gets terribly excited when we ask after the Shao baby. Bsiohgsiready to
give us all up as no good. A kite had gotten tangled in the outer branches of one of the trees. It floated most
delightfully in the wind and was a most desirable plaything. Yet we only tossed him and played get it. He really
wanted it!

The Faculty Entertainment was this last Wednesday night. We had the Chinese Players down. They gave
four plays, taking about two hours. After the first one, | invited small groups to go behind the scenes and watch the
man manipulate the figures. It was li&ke&Chinese audience after that with constant going and coming. But the
children enjoyed it that way, so why object!

Jean Josselyn, Minnie Corbett, and Lura Aiken were our only guest this year. As usual several did not even
reply. Flora can guess one or tnames. | think | shall recommend dropping them from our list of patrons.

Tuesday evening. | had a fine time at §difua, though not a very exciting one. We just talked on
Saturday eve. They had had fAWay Do ves OESurdayptwotpbople ni ght b
from the German Legation were out, Mr. and Mrs. Gipperich. They were very interesting people. He was born out
here and spoke beautiful English. She was not very fluent. | went to the Heintz for supper. On Monday morning, |
read n the library all the educational magazines | could find. It was like college days at Columbia.



Today Jena was down for her violin lessons. We went for tea at Mrs. Martins, the Alice Huggins and Miss
Sailor walked down the Tientsin road. | found thatlKing had arrived by the evening train. She was expected last
Friday, but bandits had fired on the outgoing auto so the autos were not running. The trouble proved short lived.
I have much work and several business letters, so must turn to those.
Lots of love.
Mary.

*kkhkk
[This letter datedViarch 2, 1923was written from Foochow, China by Charles M. Neely to Willard. Charles M.

Neely writes to Wi llard in praise of Wi llardbdéds daughte
archives of Oberlin College.]

N'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION
x=OK #H
cex Puot HAENG

M g E B

roocHow. CHINA

YOUNG WOME

Mar. 2, 1923

Dear Dr. Beard;

|l 6ve just been writing a note to Phoebe to thank h:
might be interested to hear how much help she was and how sincerely | apgretia havi ng her . I cou
Bible classes but | know Phoebe led hers well and that the girls enjoyed their discussion hours greatly. They said so.

And then, you know, Phoebe stepped into the gap that was left when the music director gotsshak in
and coul dndt come.

|l 6ve got the worl d mor e or-thé peaple who givegdu b pull dbwnvas d ed i nf
you touch and those who give you a lift and certainly Phoebe is one of the latter.

Sincerely
Charles M. Neely.

*kkkk

[This letter datedViarch 5, 1923was written from Foochow, China by Phebe to Ellen. Phebe talks about working
with and being inspired by some Chinese ladies. She is enjoying the start of spring and her work in the church with
Easter preparations. Origal letter is in the archives of Oberlin College.]
Foochow, China.
March 5, 1923.

My own darling Mother,

Later and later it has got and | have not written you to greet you on your own day" thfett218 lovely
spring month as it is Wi us. This note brings you my warmest love, and special birthday wishes. May the year
that starts for you on that day lead you forthwith new fields of usefulness, a new start in {&Earniagre not
happy unless we grow and learn, and all the happiagrd inspiration of knowing yourself needed by and useful to
many loved ones and friends. If Mrs. Cong and many others here knew | was writing they would ask me to say
Gung Li for your birthday, for they often ask for you and ask me to send theiirggeetl think it would please
them to get a word from you some time.

Since | wrote you last | have had a very rich and beautiful experience. During the week of Feb. 19 | was
with the Y.W. Conference at Sing Ding School. Living so intimately with theetaries, the three English ladies
there, and Anne Kentfield was a privilege. But working with and having two Chinese ladies from the Peking and
Shanghai association was an inspiration. They are every bit as fine as we are, and it gives me fresh tgumge
see in my girls here the kind of women they were, the contact with the girls, the use of Chinese in the discussion
group on Christianizing Relationships, and the responsiveness of the girls were all a very happy education to me.

| sno6t fulthat\Easterca@nes in the spring? | have been sleeping on the porch with Miss Pike, and
every morn we are wakened by the &é6Chinese Robinsdé wide
new growth in the leaf buds on the old treegamf of our new house, and the sun rises earlier each day. Some
days bring a warm damp earthy smell that intoxicates me with joy. And sometimes as | sit in chapel | look thru the



window at a curtain of green leaves and grown trunks and the sun shinitigettswaying leaves is enchanting.
What little things bring joy or sorrow!

| am doing evangelistic work at Sang Bo with the Bible woman and our girls who go there to help on
Sunday. We are doing intensive education on Easter and its story for tmeamétxt After a Sat. afternoon of
calling revealed discouraging ignorance and indifference in church members, it was very reassuring to see the
turnout we had Sunday A.M. Nearly all were men and women as opposed to mostly children at other times. And
when Mr. Goertz preached a short sermon after the pastors, the audience was most attentive. Pray that | may be
sensitive to the needs of other people, to suggestions sent by God and to His influence in this work.

My Easter Greetings to all the family. dpe you are all well and are not over working. When you get this
all the glory of spring will be bursting about you. | can almost feel it!

Tel l each of the girls to give you a big hug and bi
liket o do it mysel f! Listen to the Easter music for me,
piece for our concert here this next month.

Very much love from your oldest,
Phebe.

*kkkk

[This typewritten letter, datedarch 18, 1923 was written from Tungchou, China by Mary to the folks at home.
She found one of her teachers smoking in the building late at night. She inquires about the rumors that she has
heard about Flora not planning on returning to China. Letter from the dadleof Virginia Van Ande]

March 18, 1923.
Dear Folks at Home,

Phebeds letter mail ed "of MarchIVdtheosf maifed thé"évas tecedays e d me t h
later in reaching me. Such is the irregularity of the mails.

Yes Mother, e pipes all got fixed, and very quickly for this country. There are some leaks yet, but
nothing serious. Finally, | had a stove put in the chapel; we were paying out 10.00 per week for oil for heating. We
still pay out a lot, as the Menzis use the oilteeanost of the time. Last week the servants used all the oil in five
days that usually lasts seven. | made a terrible row about it, and now they want me to watch every move. | say no,
either they can be trusted within limits, or we can not use them. dlovessup with a bad headache and fever to
101.6 for three days so did not watch as closely as usual. | do not feel like trying it though, either physically or
otherwise.

Alfred Stanley is to get up tomorrow for the first time. He had the scarlet fetdlyland was over the
worst before we knew what it was. Jack West is down with a bad sore throat, but so far no rash has appeared. There
are no other suspects. Mrs. Stanley was here for three days but went home. She may return when the nurse leaves
and itgets lonesome for Alfred.

Several times lately | have been wakened by a strong odor of tobacco. Once | went down stairs and all
seemed serene. The servants were all in bed so was everyone else. A week ago, it happened again. | had been in bed
for most ofthe last four days and was too weary to go investigate. Last night | went down, Miss Carlyle it seems
i ndul ges, il ate at night, so what difference does it m
the house. She has decided noetonn for another year and is evidently going to be as reckless as she pleases. |
thought Miss Muir was indulging too, but she was not. She is a most capable woman, but spoiled by her life
overseas or else naturally unprincipaled.

What fun to have a fanyilparty on Mothers birthday. | should have liked to have been there. | am glad
Mother is keeping the colored set, it is more unique. If you can sell the other for anything over $8.00 | shall make
my usual allowance on it. If that is too much, get whatgam. Do you want such things to sell? | can buy as men
come around, if you do, or get in Peking.

How hard for Nellie and Hattie, to have Fraegbk{isinin-law, Frank Ernest Blakeman, husband of Nellie
Elizabeth Bearfitaken. And how hard to have to see tunffer so. Leaks of the heart are not always fatal. Bergen
Stelle has a rather bad one. To be sure, it is a constant source of worry. He is still in bed with a cold that would
hardly have bothered the rest of us. He runs a low fever every day. MrsaBte(Btarkson are going home with
Bergen this summer. Mrs. Stelle says that she could not be happy nor could Mr. Stelle to let him go alone, after this
siege.

Monday A.M. Mr. Bentley preached for us yesterday. The children volunteered remarks on bis serm
and every one was impressed with it. He used the story of Micaiah, Il Chronicles, 18, and brought home the lesson
of doing ones duty, hard though it be and against popular feeling.



We have had good rains right along and the country side is all plowigobatly planted. Miss Ingram,
Miss Burgess and | are going to take our tea and walk off somewhere this afternoon. She has a class till 3.15, so we
have gotten the tea things and will meet her at the Academy. My lunch box that Miss Bostwick gave mge is bei
used. It is so warm that one hardly needs a sweater even.

What do the rumors about Florads not returning meal
that Miss Smith had proved most satisfactory. Mrs. Evans is giving a course in Hista@tydalisworking up for
the little folks, and | get glowing accounts of it. She is writing it in the form of a scroll, beautifully illustrated, and i
fascinates the children. Also they get the facts and retain them.

There is a fad for Womens papers h@ee has started in Shanghai and one in Tientsin.

March 23 | am going to make an end of this letter and get it on its way. All the children were off yesterday
morning. The Shantung crowd traveled on the new steel train and were most delighted.rniga#moents even on
3" class. There are three berths on each side, and the seats are leather. It was most clean and unscratched as yet. In
the day time each compartment is supposed to hold eight. Our party was just sixteen.

There are seven of us here, notinting, the scarlet fever patient and the gastritis patient. Both are most
well. Philip will probably be out next week but Alfred has to do most of his pealing yet. We seven are planning for
the hills next Thusday to stay till Monday. We go Tan CheSSu, that being the one place to which no one of the
party has even been. We read Juliet Bredon on the[ptacé? last night, to the enjoyment of all.

| am going up tomorrow to attend the College club also to hear the Persian Garden, on Monday. | am
staying with Cleora at Teng Shih Kou. | have been to Jeans every time this winter, because she has been here and
given the invitation personally.

We are having guests this evening. The dining room is too full to have much company in term time. We
will haveto improve the few days we are here, if we get around.

Last Sunday Mr. Luders and two friends were here and accepted my invitation to stay for lunch. | got a
thank you note and a check for $50.00 two days later. It pays to entertain, at that rate.

With lots of love,
Mary.

*kkkk

[This letter datedViarch 18, 1923wvas written from Foochow, China by Willard to Marjorie. He tells her about

seven Chinese men who wanted to join the church and the superstitions of the boatmen. He talks aboutdis chicke
and the children living in the compound. Willard has some issues with some property he bought with graves on it.
He laments over the current political situation and the abuse of soldiers and the poor by the militarists. Original
letter is in the archies of Oberlin College.]

American Board Mission
Foochow, China

March 18, 1923

Dear Marjorie;

It must be your turn to get the letter this week. Last week | wrote to Gould, and asked him to send it to
Oberlin.

Today has been much like a day inyM& home. The sun has shone all day but not hot and bright. There
has been a dampness in the air that has made me wear an overcoat all day. This morning | went to the Upper Bridge
to church. There were seven rdearners who were thinking of joiningd church. We talked with them and
admitted three. One of these was an old man 74 years old. His two sons were already members. Another was a
young man whose brother has been a Christian School teacher in our mission for several years. The théat was a
relative of a teacher in Trinity College. There were two others pretty ming bek. (Do you know that means? Ask
Mama). But they were boatmen and knew no character and had not been learners very long. One was about fifty
years old and ran his boattlva crew of ten between Foochow and Upper Bridge and Kienning-tvenere
Archdeacon Phillips lives. The pastor = Ung Huai In and the church members were afraid he did not know quite
enough of the Truth to join the church yet. There is very muchtiyahnd superstition connected with a boat
captainbés I|ife. He must burn incense and shoot off th
built near the bad rapids to burn paper and incense to the idols to propitiate them sowiis ootebe wrecked. It
takes a very earnest boatman not to have anything to do with idolatry.



After admitting these three men four little babies were Baptized. One was a two month old son of pastor
Huai Li,- one was a four month old grandson of Hiise little boy of his oldest daughter who | married a little over
a year ago. She was one of Phebeds pupils at Ponasang
Yesterday Mr. St. Clair and | started at 12:15 for Kuliang. It was very cloudy and almost raining, so we
went prepared for rain. ook rickshas to Deuk Sei, half way across the plain, walked to Huang Sei the last
village before you reach the foot of Kuliang, took chairs from there to the foot and walked up. | went specially to
|l ook at Miss Toddébés coandgMr a.ndStadr rMy . waBretl cMiesss . Tod\wra s
thi nk has b o uidfdraninvestmentB e vealkes allGhe way down and across the plain to East gate
where we found rickshas. | stopped at Deuk Sei to see some little chicks thatsiveegghing. | gave the eggs to
Nuik Ciu the Christian fruit and vegetable man to set under his hen. | found 12 or 13 hatched out. He is to bring
them to me tomorrow. Then | shall have a regular chore night and morning to feed and care for themowhav
seven hens and one rooster over in my old chicken house. This month thus far | have brought in 82 eggs. | received
3 cents a piece for them.
Mr. Munson is very much better. He has been down stairs now for three of four days. They plan to sail
from Shanghai early in April.
Mrs. Cong asks me over and over to remember her to Mamma. She thinks a great deal of Mama and tells
me that Mama loved her very much.
The compound is quite |ively with c¢hi lgatat, Batbara hese d:
and Robert, Mr s . Dumasonés Paul and Marian, Mrs. St. C
They have a slide in the corner of the terrace near the big tbhekother side of the walk, and they enjoy it hugely.
They slide down one at a time or two or three at a time and sometimes on top of another. Betty has a doll as large as
a new born baby. Ellen is crazy to get it and shows much ingenuity in making plans to get Betty out of the way so
she can play with the dolFor several days Betty was out doors with the other children in the morning. Ellen
quietly slipped into the house, found the doll and played all alone with it for an hour or more. But one day Betty did
not go out and was playing with the doll hersElfen came in and saw the condition of things and asked Mrs. St.
Clair to send Betty out to play. Mrs. St. Clair said no Betty could stay in doors then what do you-shi@ogmt
to work to induce Betty to go out and she got her out and playinghvétbthers, then she slipped quietly in and got
the doll and played with it all alone.
My sheets have gotten beyond mending. For several months they have been pretty easily torn. | hoped to
get some from Miss Gar r et salnRhebe fouad juest fileyards of sheeting atéleng | s e ¢
Sings 91 inches widifive yards will make me two good sheets and enough to last me a long time. | did not
suppose that wide sheeting could be found in Foochow and | had told Phebe to buy sontiotiotbdsuitable
quality and | would have two widths sewed together.
| wish some of you would order for me the renewal of the Oberlin Alumni Magazine. If you, any of you,
care to see it. Have it sent to you and you send it on to me. A week or twaodéeeaiving it will make no
difference. | will send you the next money | get from Mr. Bidwell.

| see by the Sentinel that cousin Frank Blakendan[d ge Fr ank E. Bl akeman, spous
cousin, Nellie Beard Blakempwas very ill in Hartford, ©nn. and little hope was held out for his recovéiydge
Blakemen died around the time this letter was wijtten I wonder i f Dr. Jdsemeofar dbés dec

you used to help Mrs. Leonard | think.

| am having a very anxious time just now ptkee purchase of some land with graves on it between the
West Gate and the Upper Bridge. The graves are over half out. Someone had entered an accusation against the
villagers who sold and one has been arrested and trouble is being made. | hava piefoedfor the men to stay.
ltds no fun. The |l and is bei ng -af which Mrt Newetlisin¢htwge uni on N
with Mr. Billing.

510 boys are registered in Foochow Collegjaout ten have been turned awbour arrived fromsustain
Friday and are waiting till tomorrows faculty meeting to see if they can enter. Thus far the faculty are working
together finely.

Political conditions are still unsettled. Selfishness is the rule all over. Report says that a General Song is
coming down overland from Shaowu, Kienning, Yon Bing, Ciu Kau to Foochow about 40,000 soldiers to take
Foochow for the North again. | cry out, How long O Lord, how long , must these poor people be thus oppressed
plundered and killed to allow a few ambitiomdlitarists to play at getting power for themselves. They are using
soldiers and the poor just about as one used sticks ofwmathke a fireto make furniture or anything that he
wishes | just heard yesterday that a poor fellawember of Lau Memoriahurch, who was seized to carry loads
for the southern army when they left the last of Janw@yld not stand the hard work and the cold and snow up
country and died. This is the fate of many.



| saw Phebe only twice last week. She was here last &/eding when | came home from a wedding at
9: 30 pm. I wal ked out to Ponasang with her. She was
will please you al specially Mama.
May God daily become to each of you more real and magivéeeach of you more power daily to live a
forgoing life filled with goodwill for every one.
Very lovingly,
Father.

*kkkk

[This letter datedMarch 31, 1923wvas written from Foochow, China by Willard to Dorothy. He tells Dorothy of his
pride inher and Phebe. Life feels cheap to him in China since the October war. The letter is finished on Easter
Day. Original letter is in the archives of Oberlin College.]

Foochow, China

March 3£'1923
Dear Dorothy

You will receive a shocko get a letter in reply to yours so soon. But | see by my register that | have
addressed the others since | have you. Your letter has a good ringawiftlife had in it much that was worth
while for you, and so if you looked forward into the figgwith pleasant anticipation. Such an attitude of mind
spellssuccess | congratulate you on the choice the Baldwin girls made of their representatives in the social
functions. Of course way off here in China it cannot hurt you if | feel a littlerbitdo Just as | do when Phebe is
chosen for some important duty and when she accepts and performs it so quietly, so unostentatiously and so
efficiently. In the Easter Concert, she has had the entire training of the Wen Shan girls and she has Hadafjuite a
responsibility in the full charms all of which she has done admirably. She is making very pleasing progress in the
Chinese character. | think I wrote of how she filled in the breach for music in the Y.W. Conference.

| wrote about the experienceéMr. and Mrs. Christian on their way down river from Shaowu. He has
written out the account and has given me three copies. | am enclosing one. Could you let Gould and Geraldine see
it and then send it to Aunt Etta and Aunt Emma. | will senda cofyttce | t on . We all feel wi t h
protecting care was about them in this danger.

Life seems very cheap hetteas seemed so since the war last Oct. Yesterday a man from Kucheng, and
army officer who had been in Foochow for about two weeksniiva very fast life = with wine, and women, and
cards and gambling, went into the city from South Side to see the Military General to get him to act as
generalissimo in the Y.M.C.A. Campaign for members. His nhame was Ciu. He himself was leader tfi®ene of
t eams. He succeeded in getting General ??2?286s consent
electric light works an unknown man shot him thru the head and also thru the body and got away. He was taken to a
Japanese Hospital negrbMr. Cio Lik Daik was a close friend of his. Mr. Cio had after urged him to give up his
fast |ife. Mr. Cio went to call on him at 8 o0odclock |
very wicked man and that if he had listenednd obeyed him he would not have been shot. He asked Mr. Cio to
pray for him. Only a half hour or so after Mr. Cio left he died.

Sunday p.m- This is a lonely Easter day. This morning | went to long Gio Haeng. They have about 100
boys and girls thee in Kindergarten, and boys and girls day schools. Each child was given a national flag and the
procession marched into church and for an hour the children, their teachers and four or five Foochow College
Students had a nice Easter service. Then thdrehimarched out with their flags to the tune of Onward Christian
Soldiers. They found it as difficult to keep in time singing as the Oberlin Choir used to in their recessional. But the
whole was done by the Chinese themselaesl done very nicely.

| see Talcott and Baldwin this afternoon filled with girls in Easter dresses. When | was in College the girls
could not leave the boundary hedgesxcept as they went out to service. You are taking your afternoon nap and
doing your work | see no harmait in the work you mention. You free others for different kind of service. Itis
interesting to see the different ideas about keeping Sunday and other Holy Days. On Good Friday we suspended
classes and held a service in the morning and told the bbys play games at all during the day. You may
imagine what the foreign teachers thought when in the afternoon they saw the foreign men playing tennis. | deplore
more that hard feelings and ill exhibited in these matters than | do the things thatear&\donis it that people
show so much heat that sometimes grows into anger when they talk about the best way in which to foster the true
relations with God? | am getting to try to let others have much liberty in thought and action, for it seems to me tha
the whole world needs the forgiving spirit and geat that Jesus came to help men understand and to get.

Am | right in thinking that you will go thru the forms of graduating next June but will take further study
until June 1924 when you will actualiet your sheepskin?



Phebe and | plan to go buying jade and perhaps other things tomorrow p.m. after the Easter Concert. May
God give you all, the best things, and help you to receive and use them to make people happier.
Very lovingly Father

| sert you four tins of tea about a month ago.

*kkkk

[This letter, dated\pril 1, 1923 was written from Tan Che Ssu, China by Mary to the home folk. She and others are
taking a brief vacation to see some temples. Letter from the collection of Virginia Vel And

Tan Che Ssu

Easter Sunday

[April 1, 1923]

Yes, once again | am off with a party of left over children for a bit of vacation. We are eight, Miss Burgess,
the two West children, Mary MacKnight (11 yrs), Charles Leonard ()1 @tarkson Stelle and Lyman Martins.
We came up Thursday. On Friday it took all day to see this temple and the outlying little ones. One contains an
effigy of a priest in the depths of a cave. Yesterday we went over to Chick Tai Ssu, the secondrgptgestite
here. Tan Che Ssu is the largest and oldest and to my mind the most interesting. Today we have lain about camp and
the children have played tricks. First | appeared to myself in my khaki skirt, soiled middy, pink hat and high brown
shoes. Then MisBurgess the"2came out. | went to my room for something and found my pillow and night
clothes put to bed as a huge baby.

We have a court to ourselves now but have had two sets of neighbors, one Danish and the other Russian.
At least two other partiesere here last night. It is a large place. | had my fortune told this morning by pulling a
stick from a bunch which | shook according to custom. | am to be rich, prosperous, ?? for and go to Heaven.
Salvation for two targyees[type of coifd] !!

We left twvo boys behind, Alfred Stanley is still in quarantine for Scarlet Fever. Philip Newton overate
when out at Scout Camp and has been in bed with inflammation of his digestive tract ever since. | left most careful
instructions as to diet with Chin Shuh Fu ame official boy in charge. Doctor Love said there was nothing but
time and careful diet needed. He got in a hurry to get well and ate everything sent up, perhaps even ordered some
and so stays in bed longer. He runs a slight temperature, 100 or lessf thegime.

Mr. and Mrs. Menzi were at the Halls with the Fenns and were to stay at Kou Lau Tsi with them till they
should be off to the Great Wall with the Longs this weakl. We get back Monday evening and | spend the two
days making every body wordteaning house. Mrs. Gordon started the custom at Christmas of locking all the
dormitory doors so the servants are scared to be left with the place unlocked. | was sorry, for | prefer the old
method.

I sent off 3 packages tjoustenhefpori € esorhiatgrum.s 1l 6 lhlavl
al so send again costs of Miss Brewsterbd6s things as a |

Lots of love
Mary.

*%k%k%k *

[This typewritten letter, datedpril 14, 1923 was written from Tungchou, China Blary to the home folk. Mary
had a good trip to Tan Che Ssu. She gives prices for some Chinese merchandise she mailed. Letter from the
collection of Virginia Van Anddl

NORTH CHINA AMERCIAN SCHOOL
TUNGHSIEN, PEKING, CHINA.

April 14, 1923.
Dear Home Folk,
Having written several school invitations on my best note paper, | think the school can save me steps and
furnish a sheet of her paper to write home on. My last letter was written from Tan Che Ssu. We digdloave a
time in spite of the few difficulties. And everyone is the better for the trip. Our train coming in from Men Tou Kou
was half an hour late, so we had a rush to get the train for Tungchow. We did it, but had to leave all the baggage for
Fu Kuei to brirg. He waited for the round the city train and came as far as Che Hwa Men. From there he got



rickshaws because he was unable to get a cart as we ho
and had expected to get back Friday. She was vllesavere the first back. The invalids were less of invalids and the
servants had proved faithful to the trust at | east as
bit of care they needed.

Dr. Love says that Phil has had a light elttaf typhoid. He has been in bed a month. He is up in his room
every day now but not dressed as it is easier to keep him in that way. Flora can tell you Doctors trick of doing that.
Alfred Stanley is still pealing. | study with him occasionally by sittiugside the window or several feet away.

Last Monday about 50 of us went in to a lecture by Dr. Morris, Chief Geologist of Roy Chapman
Andrewbs expedition into Mongolia. The | ecture was gi vV
we weretheir guests.

On Tuesday evening, Mrs. Wilson, Mr. Walker, Dr. Waddell, and Miss Aiken came down and gave us a
concert. It was most excellent, and well appreciated even if some of the little folk did get sleepy.

Monday Morning. At last anotherhome¢l¢ er . The | ast came just before vacat
illness, this of his death. | wrote Hattie from the Hills. It was a good place to find some especially interesting things
to tell of.
I have not been able to find the account of thekpges | mailed before the Hills trip. | know that there was

a long white carved chain for 3.25, a shorter white carved chain (rosettes on the sides) for 2.50. Do not hope for
more of the last, for I, so far, have seen none.

1 pink glass chain for 2.50

1 brown carved seeds for 7.00

bunnies and humptgumpties for about 40 cents each

1 short lavender tiny bead chain for 1.00

2 bib, doily and napkin ring to match, for child for 1.50 each.

(Alice has cuter ones now with Chinese figures on them)

If there were other things, please appraise them for me. | shall find the list sometimeyleih?

Miss Brewsters center piece | valued at 6.00 gold. That is cheaper than | would go to the trouble it was for
anyone else. But | can not duplicate iframy as the delay on that was because the people have given up making
that pattern and had to hunt long to find a woman who knew how to make it. Another like it would be 10.00 or
12.00.

| will get Floras pieces of turquoise matrix some day. | have beemey wh er e but to Tiffany
find the ones with the gold in them. Jerry sent me a whole envelope full, but not with the gold.

To make the long chain of white, | had to get two chains and restring them, hence the higher price. | bought
some lacelte other day. | will send some as soon as | can get time to wrap it. That may be dutiable, if so the duty is
high. | sent in small packages to save export duty, and postage, also the probability of import duty. Have you had to
pay anything?

Yes | recognie the contents of the boxes. The silver slide is a gentlemans belt buckle, intended for Wells,
if you think best. You probably got a letter soon after the packages for | sent one, telling of the contents.

We are having another good rain. It was much rkedespite of the earlier ones. This will hustle things
along. Violets, Foxgloves, dandelion, vatch and the relatives of the Forget me nots are getting thick.

My neighbors are in bed and | must stop this noise so they may go to sleep.

Mrs. Menzi is in led again. It seems to be a sort of indigestion and she can eat but little. Dr. is a little afraid
of mild typhoidas with Philip Newton. | surely hope not.

I am wonderfully well, in spite of hard work. | had to take week end duty this week as Miss Gariylto
Peking Friday night and telephoned that she would not be back.

[The following is hand writteh

| went and watched Caroline have her bath a week ago last Sunday. She is beginning to be afraid of
strangers and | see too little of her not to beanger. Yesterday, | watched Jean Hunter. She is a darling, just
beginning to take notice. Bobby adores her but is inclined to be a bit rough.

I plan to be with W llard and Phebe this summer. F o
only be needed to close things up.
Lots of love
Mary.

Phebe is it not about time to deposit $10.00 of the univ[?] fund to ???



Hope Mother is fully revived long ere this reaches you.

Thanks to you and Miss Brewster for all the papers.

*kkk *

[This typewritten letter, datedpril 29, 1923 was written from Tungchou, China by Mary to the home folk. She took
the younger Campfire Girls on an outing. There was another house fire in the compound. She gives an update of the
co-workers and acquaintances. Lestfrom the collection of Virginia Van Andel.]

N.C.A.S., April 29, 1923.

Dear Home Folk,

Phebeds |l etter and the ones from Pear| Ri ver came
them get the Honor of identifying 15 trees. We wagyond that and did 25. They can not get the next 10 though,
for | have found only 2 more, on the campus.

Phebebds reference to finance in the church reminds
church for me. Take it from what you agetting from the sale of the things | am sending. There was nearly that
amount left after the last deposit of which you wrote. 40 cents for the lock is O.K. | forget what | did pay for it, but
not more than 30 cents silver at the most.

May 6. Guess whay latest fad is? | have handed over to the other office my allowance accounts, which
Miss Muir has wanted all along, but | would not give over because she groaned so over what she already had. Also |
have systematized my store so it takes less timeh&ruwyilliam Cochran left last week so | do not have the three
periods a week with him. Does not that sound as though | needed more to do? | thought so (in fact | planned to
make it seem so) hence | am st ar t israstSathréay, the28lehlled of o p
went out for picnic lunch and afterward spent the afternoon identifying 25 trees as | wrote above. The boys had
gone by the noon train for the week end, and the girls had hoped to go too, but Miss Bailey could ndkhgst off
was th.ei/r consolation party.

w , &
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This is probably a photo of Mary and her Camp Fire Girls getting ready to go on a picnic. Mary is at the far right of
the photo.
[Photo from a negative in the collection of Virginia Van Arjdel



On Wednesday nightdbtok t he ABr owni esdo out. They are the girls i1
Friday a squad of five and | went out. We told Chinese folk tales for entertainment and thereby each girl won an
honor. Also two girls fried their eggs on a stond amon a second. Marjorie Maxwell, the leader of the squad, won

an honor by planning and carrying out the picnic. This coming Thursday another squad goes out. We have much
fun, get acquainted, win honors and work off that superfluous energy that com#sev@piting days. | wish that

Flora could have seen Marjorie manage that picnic! She was efficiency itself, calm self contained and most
considerate of the girls and myself. It was Marjorie who took a torch and made sure that nothing was left behind. It
wasshe who rescued the things when a coolie kept hanging around as though there might be something he could
pick up. She is coming out this year and showing the fruits of the much thought and worry put on her. | shall never
get over the miracle of it, evehdugh every year in my teaching in boarding school | have seen it happen to one or
more girls!

Last Monday afternoon, Miss Burgess and | went into Peking. We shopped hard till 3.00 then went to Jean
Josselynds and rest ed ttingloh, sofwe again stargel eut for shdppiag. Veeovereni t t e e m
staying up to attend the College Club play, The Dover Road, by Milne. It was one funny thing after another till we
came away with our sides aching. | s for Mids Brewsset, Cagacandt e n Ph e
others. | think | have in hand everything ordered except one or two which | had sent earlier on a venture. | enclose a
list of the contents of 7 parcels. Two went yesterday, the others are waiting for the outer wrappers.

DrrWi |l der gave us a very good sermon today, on Alnsp
verses of the Bible for his text and showed how modern science had confirmed the story of the creation not
discredited it.

We had the Stelles, Mrs. SheffieMrs. Young and Dr. Wilder as guests tonight. Afterward Miss Young
had planned a musical evening. Several of the boys played, Mrs. Hunter came over and sang, Miss Young herself
had just started to play the ALargoed whasudMrlilsy fGDr do8m
is on fireo. We ran! But we arrived just after the fl a
the lamp lighted in her room. What happened will never be known. Two of the Academy boys were walkitig by a
saw the flames in the upstairs room. They tried the doors but they were locked. That Korean fellow who is so great
an athlete and who won over half the points in a triangular meet himself, was one of the boys. He climbed up the
side of the house and ihe window. The casing was locked so he broke the window. The revolving bookcase and
the books are ruined. The floor is badly burned under where the case stood. Fortunately the curtains had not caught
so the fire was closely confined to the one corner.hiduse was still full of smoke, but there was no danger, when
we left. The mattress was burned on one corner and the rug damaged.

Did I write that Miss Young had word several weeks
stay out now till theend of the summer at least and may stay longer. The Fiskins are probably taking the Stelle
house for next year. Captain Fiskin has the year for study, and they feel that this would be a fine place for the three
children. Mr. Stelle will make his headquens in Peking for the year. Mrs. Stelle and the boys leave in July.

Alice Huggins has just had word that the steamer on which she was to sail is taken off. She is out of a
sailing, so are a lot of other folk as Mr. McCann had booked a crowd to go together

Margaret Smith still writes as thought she were planning to stay home indefinitely. The people are hoping
that when she gets word that Mrs. Stelle is going she will decide that her family can get along and she can return.

Her father has remarried, aritht may make a difference, provided the new mother and the wayward brother prove
agreeable to each other. Miss Moody, new this year, has definitely been located here for next year, to help look after
the schools. She is of the famous Moody family and geeyming. Miss Dizney has been granted for the year at

least for the hospital. Dr. Love has two women nurses (Chinese) now and has begun to take out patients. One day
Miss Liu officiated at a birtlin the hospitahnd at the same time the other nurse waion a case in the village.

There was not ten minutes difference in the time of arrival of the two infants. Neither nurse called the doctor. It is a
triumph to have a nurse called here.

Dr. Love has a hospital baby now. Perhaps Flora will recall tHestaa/ed infant in the Station Class last
year, a child of over a year which was listless and weighed barely as much as when born. The same babe appeared
this year, no heavier, perfectly listless, helpless as a new born infant, yet nearly two yedrs pidttier had died
when the child was born, a relative had taken it and begrudged the food it ate. She had given it away and it was the
third woman who had it. She has been in the hospital three months now, and has gained several pounds, two the first
week has one continuous smile and is much beloved by both the nurses. She is sitting up and playing and no longer
keeps her hands where they are put.

AFour Chickenso was back for a call en route for M
and wasacting as interpreter for some well to do Chinese, was to travel by private auto and in style. Such is the way
of the best servants.



| have had two books from Miss Brewster lately. The last | have let Jean have the first reading of, as |
knew | should nbget at it for several days or possible weeks. | plan now to save them for summer. | had to inquire
what #fAin camerad meant. Jean, the diplomatbs wife, kne
Lots of love
Mary
| am anxious to hear again about Cousin Carrie. | do hope Elizgtvetested and is better. | may be en route home
a year from the time you get this. Mary.

Do you know if Joel and Grace Beard of Saybrook ever received the luncheon set | sent? | never had any word from
them.
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[This letter datedMay 20, 1923wvas witten from Foochow, China by Phebe to Ellen. Students paraded around
town on the Day of Shame for three hours and held a patriotic program in the evening. Three armies are on their
way to Foochow from the sout h gaQ@riginatlditer i in thoancbivesd now i f t
Oberlin College.]
Foochow, China.
May 20, 1923

Dearest Mother,

These |l ast months | dondét recognize myself as a col
dandy letter from Marjoriand from Dot, too, and it put Father and me into fine spirits. Even if Mr. Goddard says |
am the only one of my family that canét manage things,

Mr. Goddard has been here over two weeks and left today with the Létgeis rather strange and is
beginning to show his age, | thintkembling, etc. He is a good thinker, but there is something not reassuring about
him, that | dondt remember before at all. ddweré as | w
here. They made their headquarters with us in our new house with unfinished walls; but we saw them only at
breakfast and after 10 P.M. Tho Mrs. W. was not strong nor fond of walking; they saw most of the essential things
about Foochow, even theovk of other missions. Mr. Warner had a little movie machine, and a chromotone
Camera, so he took movies of several things. Father and | were reception committee, and enjoyed the time together
and with the Warner 6s. yTehde i at btolaed @ioltl e tnt esbos | cavteer trhiag!
specially next day. We love Mrs. Warner! She is such ardatid woman, so strong and sensible, with no
sheaking behind the batilking. Everything is in the open, whether it is hard or easay; and always fair. At
Dingloh they had half a week with two good sunny days. Just as they came, there was some trouble with the ricksha
men so we had to hire private ones to be sure of having conveyance when we wanted it.

Charles L. Gillette, M. D.

AN apostle of healing and a devotee

of beauty.

Mrs. C. L. Gillette

ER graciousness, poise and friendliness.
offer a sustaining buoyancy and ready
sympathy to everyone. Weare sorry the
tides prevented her two sons, Don and
Bobby from getting their pictures taken.

| have been preparirthe girls to sing at an entertainment the Y.M.C.A. was to put on, for the last three
weeks. It was to have been on the night before the day of shame and the Y.W. School Students decided it ought not
to be, so threatened to stop it. The Y.W. girls wese & give a little play that night. The studetame in and



took the best seats, which were reserved that night for the members, as the occasion was part of the Annual
Membership Campaign. Mr. Cio went in to ask them to leave and had just about edcedszh in stormed some
outside boys who are stirring up things in town, and started a row. Mr. McConnell tried to lead the boys out, and
received a rain of chairs. No program came off, and the Y.W. girls were safely sent away. That made us doubt
aboutthe propriety of our girls going over. We withdrew, and | think no program took place.

On the Day of Shame the students all paraded for three hours round town. They were quiet and orderly but
as it was a hot day many were sick or overcome on the weneliyeat. Our girls made flags and had a patriotic
program here in the P.M. They told about the River Conservancy, material that Mr. West had given the week before
at Anti Cob a very instructive evening with reflected pictures. Two of the girls &se g short play showing how
they could buy patriotic mada-China things of all sorts and just as good as those they got from Japan. The
student or gan?izkiking opra rofv dnalre baycotypoint,[so that was important that day. Last
Friday the student Assembly, a good organization talked all day passing resolutions finally that their government
must guang the Tupin and give the students representation in the Assemblies of the country. Two of our girls went.

Mr. Smith is very pessirstic about conditions and provinces. The three armies are on the way to Foochow from
the South, no one knows if there will be fighting for Foochow may buy them off.

Last Wed. our mission prayer meeting peadheat t he Ne\
people all seemed to have a good time, and the Legers were there for the last prayer meeting. They went yesterday.
The Munsons, Charlotte Neely and Helen Carter sailed in-Agrihome now. Eunice and Mary Pike go in a
month or so. Mary MclDre, who made such a name for herself with the bandits in the North started from Ling hai
yesterday and will be in Oberlin for commencement. You will all enjoy meeting her | know. She will look-you up
she asked me if she might. | sent your addreasa trying to get some rattan furniture to go with my wooden
things in my room but the man is too high. My two flowerwood book cases are already in use three weeks. Our
Kuliang family is at last fixed. Aunt Mary, Cleora Wannamaker, Miss Waddell, MdieBeand her two little
boys, and perhaps a Miss Cios of Peking. Al l pl ans ar
hope, so does Father, that you and Kathl een wil!/ go ea
worldsof good to have you there. | hope Dot and Monnie get the job at Thousand Islands. | am hoping to finish
language study this summer. Best wishes to all, and very much love from Phebe.

Aunt Phebe sent me a lovely box of Nabiscos for a birthday gif,. edhey tastegogood! Tell Dot to send her
summer address soon!
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[This letter, datedMay 28, 1923 was written from San Kuan Miao, China by Mary to the home folk. She went to
San Kuan Miao and attended a concert. Her birthday was celebratedwdke. Letter from the collection of
Virginia Van Andel]
San Kuan Miao.Nlear Peking
6.00 A.M.
May 28 [1923]

Dear Home folk

I am at Jeands, hence tAbsteianthamAderican vidinisoogcertwar i t z Kr ei
Saturday and 10 of us came up for that. Some went back by auto but others of us stayed ugraelwas

Yesterday Jean was playing for the music at the christening of Joyenne Sweet and Robert Bancroft
Reynolds and | too was invited. The babies were ded gurgled delightedly when Mr. Earnest Shaw put the water
on their heads. Afterward we took Marion and went to Central Park. We sat on a bench in a quiet corner while she
ran about and picked flowers and watched the almost steady stream of-pgssers

We went to the Hotel du Mond[?] for dinner. | wish we had discovered it earlier, it is so nice and clean and
reasonable in price. It is quite the thing to dine there quietly. One does not have to dress, as far as dinner at the other
hotels.

On Friday I&t | went to a dinner in the Central Park Hotel where Miss Jane Addams and Mrs. Caroline
Porter were the guests of honor. Mrs. Porter was and is welfare ?? for foreign students at Tenchow College. About
30 of us T.C.ites were present. | stayed with MiseXn

My birthday was a ??. | had to return by the early train from the TC China[?]. Miss Olive and Mrs.
Bonyer[?] came down and gave us a delightful concert. Mrs. Martin[?] and Mrs. Seib came too but did not perform.

We had tea at the school and Mrs. Gorthad made me a nice 3 layer birthday cake which was a real
surprise as | had been too busy to think. Then Kreisler in the evening.



The notepr some type of clo#} came a week ago and is still in my drawer and it is almost impossible to
getatailorrhave tried the two | had | ast Falll and Spring and
my own dresses during the 3 weeks | am at school after the close. Many thanks everyone, it is just what | want and
need.

I hope you all have a restfsimmer in spite of strawberries and[?] milk etc. We have had lettuce, radishes
and peas from the garden but not strawberries yet.

Lots of lot to all
Mary
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[This letter, datedune 5, 1923was written from Tungchou, China by Mary to the héoties. A wedding was held
that week. Their Warner Hall was dedicated. Commencement week was successful. She received word of her niece,
Anna Gil bert Beardbés death. Letier from the collection

June 51923
Dear Home Folks
We are having our first real hot spell. It began Sunday. Now it is 3.00 A.M. but to hot to sleep so | decided
to write the neglected home letter.
Last week Wednesday was the L&t®Wedding and nine from Tungchow attended. Four of us returned
by auto. he ceremony was in the big front court at Tung Fu. Dr. Smith led the bride to the altar. Dr. Wilder

performed the ceremony. Rosamund Frame was fl ower gir/l

in the big court where the living rooffjis andthe bridal party were in the living room. Anna Lane wore her

mot her ds wedding gown made over and her mothero6s slipp
That afternoon Mr. Keyto gave us an excellent talk

as Memorial .o

This last week ethwas a memorable one for Tungchow. Lu He dedicated Warner Hall and we had our
Baccalaureate Sermon at which Jean Hunter and Caroline Love were baptized. Mrs. Caroline Porter was down for
the afternoon. Jean and Mr. Josselyn were also over for lunch akdi®er was down. Mrs. Porter and | walked
along the moat, took a peek at the hospital and attended the lat part of the dedication service. Then we had a regular
Teacherb6s Coll ege tea, Mi ss P27, Dr . Mc @,a\licé HuggWs s . Fram
(to attend T.C. next winter) and I. The first three stayed for our service and went back by auto. Dr. and Mrs. Warner
were here, also the son. We had Dr. and Mrs. Warner for lunch Friday.

Phebeds | etter came \palslsogehe onatp MissiBtelsterSAsaorblyiegtlies encl o
expensive items. | should love to do it but my finances have not allowed it. If | could get advanced money | could
do it. | saw some wonderful ?? matrix, ?? etc. for $35, $50, $60 up. They are hetle bat have ready cash to
risk all on one big thing that | am not sure of a sale for. | will send a pretty pink tinted carved fish ?? which ought to
sell for about $20.00. It is unique and well carved, strung on gold thread. If | can | will get thelggested in
the letter. | fear it will be next fall though as | am planning to go to Foochow via Hongkong and cash is too low.

Today our boys and a lot of girls went to Peking for the third of the baseball games with the Peking
American School boys. (THast was ?? 1211 Peking; the second in Peking13 Tungchow) The team was met
at the train with a note saying that it was too hot and the parents would not let the boys play. Our team dred would
rooters were fAsor ed. Aodléhe last shapping soewtyana dlse douldatieddtteone t o
game.

I 611 finish |l ater for | am getting sleepy.

Wed A.M. ltis nearing the end of the last examination period and | have been in charge. We have all of the Romig
family here and the extra 4 askeeping in the infirmary. The rooms are lovely guest rooms when hung with curtains
and furnished.
Mrs. Martin had a gift of bedding and towels from |
institution if they did not need it. We received 12 $he@ pillow cases and 12 towels. It fixes us well for caring for
guests. Helen Harne®j[went home last fall without calling for any of her things so her bedding is here too.
Mot herés (May 2) letter followedyPhébeés5) Magpmeé) Mol
written May 14. Th &nna Gilbelt Beard, bornsAprih 25, 1896, diddéNovendber 5,[1922 of
chronic pulmonary tuberculosis with a duration of 3 yéaleath.
June 12



We had a very successful and attractive conumerent. The concert in the morning was excellent. | heard it from

the dining room as | had to be down by the spring fixi
brotherin-law) gave us over a dozen large asparagus ferns and ?heviilué and yellow flowers we bought made

the chapel most attractive.

We had a very small crowd bud aheeetivasi &d¥bucgeheo
what you put into ito. Bot h Geor g dadaaot hishedthemeady d wel |
enough to learn them. Miss Muir sang two solos. Mr. Romig in addressing the class congratulated the school and
class but said that the real honor of this class belonged to Miss Beard who had helped the boys through the earlier
years. There was instantaneous loud applause.

We had to dismiss He&Chinese nanjea few weeks ago and | missed him on getting the children off. The
new man knew so much more than | did that he called one less wheelbarrow each time etc. Consequseatly it wa

hectic time sending servants in all/l directions for the
| am glad Elizabeth is better and hope all are well now.
With love
Mary.

We leave by boat for Foochow Jund"26
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[This typewritten l#er, datedJune 25, 1923was written from Tungchou, China by Mary to the folks at home. They
are sleeping on the porch now that it has gotten hot. She will be taking a Japanese ship down to Foochow via
Shanghai and will visit Hong Kong on the way bacektér from the collection of Virginia Van Andel

June 25, 1923.
Dear folks at Home,

Last week | forwarded to Willard Phebd2hbe Marid last letter, as well as the next to last. | expect you
will not risk getting another to me here.

Miss Burgess and | have had a wonderfully cool time staying over. We moved at once to the big east
sleeping porch and have had cool breezes every night. The days for a week have been very hot, but the earth is not
yet so heated that it does not cool off at nighé $&dly need rain. The corn is curling every where except in the
fields next the moat. The grass that the gardener set out so hopefully two weeks ago is about half burned up. Two
men are busy most of the time carrying water for the many flowers set th.pliicture | took this last week is
good, it will show the walks and flower beds around the dormitory. | shall not get it till fall because it was taken for
the new prospectus and will be left with Mr. Menzi.

| am off tomorrow morning for Tientsin andiosteamer sails on Thursday. The other girls have never
stopped off in Tientsin and are desirous of a day there. We take a Japanese line and do not change at Shanghai.
Coming back we go to Hongkong and back to Shanghai and up by train. Laura wantatmwstep Tai Shan but |
know | shall be too poor to think of seeing anything | ever saw before, over again.

| had already sent a lot of beads before | began to get word of the duty you were paying. | will send no
more for a while. These last were mosthalds exclusively, so | hope duty free.

Mother | have mislaid the sample you sent so have not gotten the silk. | was in the Indian store one day and
looked, but he had no browns at all. He will have some in later in the season, so | will make thatyfiesbf
errands.

Mrs. Stelle is taking the rug to Miss Bostwick for me. | sent it to Shanghai and have written the Evans to
ask them to get it from the steamer for me. She stops at Evans but is going by train. Mrs. Fette gave me a lock for
ten cents, thdits into the buckle and answers the purpose of securing it. But | suspect that there are a few hundred
like it floating around.

Monday P.M. This morning Mr. Sun took Miss Burgess and me to see a Temple Fair not far from our East
compound gate. It wake first day so the people were few, but the stalls of toys, food, clothes, baskets, pitch forks,
scraps of sil k, bl own gl ass, ice cream, etc were al/l i
children. The goddog?] was dresseith green of a beautiful shade. It is the first | have seen which was in anything
but red or yellow.

My trunk is packed all but one dress which the washerman has not returned yet. | found these few dark nets
in cleaning out. They are too dark for me &edides | purchased 144 for $3.00 just lately, so am not in need. Please
use them

| must stop and order a bath, take some things to the neighbors, and be ready for supper at 7.00. We had
Chinese food at noon so | am not very hungry. | wish you couldhsesetvants make the stuff that looks like flat
sphagetti. 1 little piece a foot long will stretch to five or six feet, as they toss it about.



Lots of love
Mary B.
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[This letter, datedune 26, 1923was written from Century Farm, Shelt@&iT by Nancy Maria Nichols Beard to
Mary. She updates Mary on life at the farm. Letter from the collection of Virginia Van.JAndel

[June 26, 1923]
Dear Mary;,

Tuesday 5 P.M. a thunder shower has been in progress for over an hour. | am widmg bght. It has
been a hot day, but we had a nice breeze. Papa commenced haying, mowed yesterday and got in one load, before the
rain came to day. The rain will do a lot of good. Flora got papa ttopthg woods in April and get some laurel and
putunder the south west sitting room window at the end of the front porch. It was a rainy day and the laurel has
lived, putout new leaves and had one blossom. Our peonies have been beautiful but are about gone. We have a new
man a Paul Clapp, from northereihont. Harry, the milk boy is leaving and a little boy takes his place. Ethel
Bagby is here spends the night and Phebe takes her into her room. It is too bad, but one could not do better. We are
having strawberries. Mrs. Wetmore who has been here elexekswas called home last week on account of her
daughterds illness and | think does not intend to come
so she comes down on the porch each day. Dr. and Mrs. Phillips started with Mr. anceMiesby/for Wilkes
Barre, Pa. Monday to be gone a week.

We had a Mr. Wilhelm preach Sunday as a candidate.
Dr. Phillips has resigned to take effect next October which completes eight years here. Tnatede{er their
children did) their 58 wedding anniversary last Friday evening. The Church of the Redeemer gave them $600. and
our church gave them $50.

Oliver and Grace were up Sunday night. A Mrs. Revere was with them. She has taken one of their room
Stanley thinks he may come up a week from Sunday. | suppose Gould and Kathleen is some where on the way. He
was coming with his Aautod. We hear EIllen is coming on
Thousand Isles and choose seven aret@lpers. Geraldine and Marjorie are to go with her. Daniel and a boy were
here yesterday and to day picking cherries. Phebe says the cherries are very wormy. May God bless and keep you. |
suppose you are planning to be with Willard this summer andwamdering if | had better mail this to Foochow.

With love mother.

June the twenty sixth
Nineteen hundred and twertyree
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[This letter, dateduly 4, 1923 was written from the Seikyo Maru by Mary to the ones at home. She tells about her
trip on the Seikyo Maru on the way to Foochow via Shanghai. Letter from the collection of Virginia Vah Andel

Osaka Shosen Kaisha.
On board S/ S fiSei kyo Mar u
July 4, 1923

Dear Ones at Homme

This is the nGI orthree forgot ifuatilll witoth ép,my line & Day and reoled the date.
There are we three Americans (Cleora Wannamaker, Laura Cross and |) one Chinese, Mr. Lang and a Mr. Villas,
either Spanish or Phillipino later | think, a$dass passengers. We have akdarge enough so we can take 13
steps in pacing the |l ength or bredth of it. In the mid
the Saloon below. Our stateroom is a nice big one, 5 berths and 2 port holes. One bath roonederybdoty
with lavatories both Japanese and European style. When one wants a bath the tub is filled to within about 4 inches
of the top so we can rediscover Archimedes great law when there is a splash all over the floor. At first | wondered
why all bathes left their shoes outside the door, now | do not.

We are carrying bean cakes south. But tell Flora they were loaded with the cranes so we did not get that
interesting succession of thuds as they went to the bottom of the hold. We were 2 %2 days ahDainén
unloaded and loaded by day. Hence the nights were quiet though hot. To be sure we have a fan in our room but it is
fgone brokeo. So is the victrola in the saloon.



At Dairen we went out to Hishakura one afternoon and to Port Arthur[?] one dioe Jater there was
little to be seen as one is not admitted to the forts nor anywhere one wants to go. There was a special excursion for
the American sailors the day after we left. | wish we could have gone then as possibly they would really see things.

On July £'we were standing on the deck gazing into the harbor when we saw a grey nose of a boat round
the end of the wharf. 10 more followed and all flew the Stars and Stripes. It gave a thrill to see them there. (That
was our Fourth Celebration, Ilggils . ) We had noted that the city had fWel c
American Restauranto, fAWelcome Pool Roomo, #AWelcome Am
on the cordiality of the place to keep such signs up. Of course we thought therothie three distinguished
American ladies who were through passengers on the Japanese steamer for Foochow!! We stop only at Shanghai
then Foochow and are due tHt & makes a 9 day trip and we ought to be rested when we get there if naps morning
and afternoon and bed at 9.00 P.M. will do it. Laura is staying below as she does not find even this small motion
comfortable.

We were 2 | days in Tientsin at the McCannés becau:
not learn it till we reacheTientsin. It gave us a chance to visit ??ship and get soda, and coffee and sundaes a plenty.
| have engaged Madame Yanagi to make my Canton crepe that | have ordered from Canton. It is the heavy weight
and black. | shall have it a style suitable for dyeafternoon or informal evening. My gold dress is to be relegated
to2%best where it belongs. The Vice Con-endwhealtwas@adnt on wi t
she is getting the crepe, one piece for Jean and one for Mrs. Menzi and me.

The N.C.A.S. is seeing great doings this summer. N
next year to occupy the upper floors and Mr. Bealsy and the little boys the lower. The London Mission Home is
having a big verandah put on for sleepiRtumbers are to install the water system and the fire escape is to be added
to the dormitory. Electric lights are to wait till the compound decides whether to go in with us and the money is
borrowed for the new boy6s mobawihMrdadundwithteebigbos. S. home. M
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[Photo from the collection of Virginia Van Andel

We hear most delightful things of Mrs. Powell. She has been studying Chinese with a student from
Tungchow in antiipation of her trip to the Orient. Hazel Bailey knows the daughter at Nanking and has met the
mother. Her experience as Matron this last year was ideal as training for our work.

We have a rat on board. Cleora gave a horrified shriek one night when shiensawning and on the
ledge just outside the ventilator which is around the top of our state room. Laura met him in the hall one day. Last
evening we saw him playing in the life boat that is suspended ready for me. He came in on a rope, ran along the
chan and jumped to the floor. Cleora and | jumped, as the typical woman should, when he started in the direction of
our feet. We do not dare leave the stateroom door open at all for one day we did and he evidently got in, as we
found traces in several placésoll my kories[duffel bag§about to see if he has discovered my rug for Miss
Bostwick or the grain for Willard yet. Those stand in the hall. Our port holes are outside over so | guess we are safe.
Mr. Villas has a port hole over the front deck and tats came in it one night.



July5 The last two days both the other girls have lain low. Hence | made up to my fellow passengers and
the two men with the Captain and | played quaitggme similar to horseshde3he first day | won everything
with high scores. Last night | lost most ingloriously in two games after supper.

We three | adies have one corner of the dining room
accompanying menu is a good sample. So far everything has been good andkeell Toe butter is strong but
there is some very good jam so we seldom touch the butter. One other table is set and that is shared by the other two
passengers and the officers. They have either Japanese or European food served. Evidently thereaheseveral
passengers who do not appear on deck for several trays are sent down each meal. None of us have seen any other
evidence of the people. Yesterday a strange man appeared twice at the other table but he disappeared immediately
after eating.

Wearede i n Shanghai about noon today and | eave toni g!
Stelle to get as she comes through. Al so | |l eave a boo
and very good. | think Mrs. S and the boys wiljay reading it. We three have penned it ?? Dairen with pleasure.

Bergen was saying he did wish for me good books, ?? was nicer for a ?7? gift.

My next letter will be from Foochow. | do hope the summer finds you all well and that you keep so.

Pr o b a bé opmihg§dud way next spring. Hurrah!
Lots of love
Mary.

S.S. Seikyo Maru 1923
Tiffin Menu July 4"
Entrée
Shrimp on Toast
Stewed Beef and Cabbage
Minced Chicken With Rice
Meat Curry Rice
Cold Dish
Roast Leg of Lamb
Boiled Corned Beef
Man Saisage
Salad Cucumber
Boiled Potatoe
Sweet
Jam Pan Cake
Fruit Nut- tea and coffee
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[This letter datedluly 21, 1923wvas written from Alexandria Bay, NY by Marjorie and Dot to Ellen. Marjorie
thanks Ellen for a ring and requests some pins to wear tehvand a pocket book. She answers some questions
from Ell enés previous | etter and encourages her mother
in the archives of Oberlin College.]
Thousand Islands Country Club
Wellesley Island

Alexandia Bay
New York
July 21, 1923
Dear Mama,
Thank yousomuchf or t he ring. Il 6m sure | will Iike it, fr
set with my birthmonth stone. And now | really am to have it! Have you thought of KeZ2h®lea has never
gotten her ring either. I have no fancy pins of my ow

time; and if you could get mgerhaps a set of collar and cpffis (one large and two small) and one or two odd
ones. lwill pay for them all.
Now, for all your questions. You told us to beware of the mail yacht. In the first place, | doubt whether it
is a yacht or not. And we have not been in it yet. Then, it is not a sail boat. We have not seen one sail boat around



here. And I think we have written that we have seen only one or two canoes here, only one on the water; because
motor boats are too common; the waves from them would almost tip canoes over. Rowboats have to be careful.
Ans. 1. We have received all terboxes safely.
Ans. 2. | have not worn my silk skirt yet. | never know what we will finally do
of an evening; perhaps go in a row boat or something and the row boats

arendt so cl ean. I sltheéBayimteear it tonight i f we
motor boat.

3. I haven6t done anything with my brown crepe
to do?

4. We have gotten a nice ironing board; made for us by the carpenters!
5. I guess | ardoing almost as well as the other waitresses. You ought to
have asked Dot about that. She is doing very well; satisfactorily, | think,
to the boss, and certainly the same to us, from
partial at all, as | can see (again!)
6. About my tip, | did mean that | felt foolish in thaythat | did it, not
because did it. Every other one of my tips has been left beside dte,p
so | never have a chance to thank them.
About our finances, | wrote you that I, and | think Jerry, am going to use our tips and save our earnings.
Do you think we ought to send them to the bank? | mean, we will notadnamoney, any of it, till the end of the
summer . We could draw it and put it in the bank here
keep it until | want it.
| think | forgot to thank you for doing my skirt. | averygrateful to yal for the trouble you took with it.
We are going to the Bay at quarter to nine tonight so | shall wear it and be Oh! so careful of it. Lots of love
Marjorie

P.S. Please get away from Oberlin as soon as you can. We will enjoy our summer so mudthmoteimvthe
east . And do go to Aunt Myrabés if you have the chance

Dear Mamma;
| certainly would like a good Elgin watesomewhat larger than my last er@d an odd shape if there is a
pretty one. Use youugdgment.

I 611 send $10. right away. Have to pay my insur an:
Il 6d |'i ke the watch up here right aw-aopkifithheresreou can g«
any not too expensive.
Monyb6s in a hurry so
Love,
Dot.

*kkkk

[This letter, dateduly 23, 1923 was written from Kuliang, Foochow, China by Mary to the ones at home. She tells
of her trip via boat from Shanghai to Foochow. She is staying with Willard and Phebe on Kuliang. She may stay in
China unil 1925. Letter from the collection of Virginia Van Andlel

Kuliang #316
July 25, 1923
Dear Ones at Homme
We have been here two weeks and | realize that my last letter to you was mailed from Shanghai. The trip
down was somewhat roughttithe Seikyo Maru pitched instead of rolled hence a few of us graced the deck and
dining room. We stayed on the steamer at Shanghai. The first night we went with some ladies at the Missionary
Home whom we knew, to see JaverkButeve iGisseddha last darmbackitd Yaogu bl e 0 .
Ste Poo and had to go down by rickshaw. The crew had taken advantage of our lateness and preemptied the deck
chairs. Hence we spent the remainder of t habinfiTmor ni ngo
next night we stayed after supper amgpreemptied the chairs.
Every cabin filled up for Foochow. An English gentleman and his wife from Hongkong and a teacher at the
Shanghai Municipal School were the only AOriental. Mr. Smith was a very posailor and the teacher an



excellent one. I was highly amusenjdyed oshalwveatfiel fghtmese
to be shoto while the teacher gentl eman thougmt a man
hood.

We had to wait for 11.00 A.M. to 3.30 P.M. on the lea of an island because the head wind had delayed us
too late for the 6.00 A.M. tide. Then when we were finally safely on the launch, we cruised around at the Anchorage
over an hour to find a junkith cargo for our steamer. It was 9.00 when we docked and were hailed by Willard. We
took sampans across the river and rickshaws to the city compound. Mr. St. Clair and Willard were keeping house
with only the gardener for help. Mr. St. Clair had gotidime supper for us and we did justice to it in spite of the
5.00 o06clock supper on ship board.

We were up at 5.30 Tuesday morning to be off by 7.00. Our goods and some Willard was sending up made
15 loads. We took rickshaws across the plain and chairBhere was a strike on and people for two weeks had had
to wal k. Wi llard said it was a pull that enabled him t
of the Coolie Committee.

Several of the business men who come up every weekadclubbed together to walk until the coolies
come to terms. It means a great loss to the coolies for it is really the commuters who bring in the revenue for them.

One day | met Mrs. Cannon, whom Flora will remember lived next us at PeiTaiHo onersi8hmbas
three children and Bobby is a big slender rather pale boy of seven. Mrs. Price is here all the time. Junior aged 4
months is a solace to his mother and a beautiful baby.

The American Board started Mission Meetings last week Tuesday. | weheftour mornings and
enjoyed it. This week they are having executive sessions and visitors are not invited.

Phebe and | went to an A AlR2.00Hbesande crowddadamwthensetoy f r om
guests for tea in the afternoon. The ToppimMdats, Hoyts and Miss Burr have had various groups for dinner. We
have had guests twice for dinner, once for lunch and once for picnic.

We have plans for two or three functions a week so as to get in all whom we desire to see. We had a good
time at the Mision Picnic Saturday evening but had to cut it short to go hear Dr. Goforth tell of his experiences
with General Feng.

Last week one night Dr. Goforth arrived entirely unheralded with a letter inviting him to come for
conference July 229. No one had angkling of it but the Public Worship Committee have done well by him and
he is having meetings every afternoon and evening. | went Sunday so did all the household but we have had other
engagements ever since.

I have bought several embroidered garmemisessilver, some lacquer and a few scrolls. Alas, the lacquer
men have had a lot of new lacquer and it has been very interesting to see the colors of the fresh work. But | steer
clear now for | have on my right wrist one of the worst patches of pois@r had. It has run since Friday and is
only just getting better today. | never saw such large blisters. But unlike the poison oak infection, it did not make me
feel ill at all.

Everyone makes enquiry for Flora, especially the American Board people.

We gd a big bunch of papers since | arrived but no letters yet. A boat was due yesterday and | hope it
brought mail.



Thurs. A.M. Last night | christened my birthday ?? dress. | had a tailor here make that, also two Korean cloth

dresses a yellow and a bluéhe ?? is made like th _
with white organdy vest, collar and cuff. The occasion for dressing up was the entertaining of the Henry Lacys and

the Smiths and Mr. Farl ey. I am going to the Smiths Mo
this next year at Mount Holyoke.
Mot her 6s | etter came yesterday and | stopped writi:

to help Father and that Kathleen will be with Myra. Dorothy is quite a competent young waitress with full
responiility! It is nice that Ellen comes east for it would be lonesome with all the children gone.

The N.C.A.S. and Shanghai school children are making some money for the schools by getting up some
tableaux for August They have not started their canyas but will soon. They will charge 80 cent admission
and actors too have to pay. It is to be in the Club House as they hope for ?? ?? a ?? for any private house.

Will ardbés home is the same as befor edeyWidlagphas t hat t |
been made much smaller. It is just an octagon now. It was changed to allow more light into the kitchen.

I have my old job of 1915 and look over the fruit to be sure we get ripe fruit for breakfast. We had the first
mangoes today. Lechiese most gone. Peaches and plums are good.

Phebe K, Willard and | entered for the tennis tournament but have been unable to practice at all. Now the
time is so short, | fear | can not play at all.

The swimming tank has been closed since last Mondggttoleaned and mended. It needed it, for the
mud was awful and there evidently was a leak as it never filled full.

For two days we have had a real typhoon wind and occasional dashes of rain. Phebe and | got up early and
walked down the hill part way witWVillard who was off for a day in the city.

I 611 write again before we h'"aswerdtuon vialdoagkangand hat wi | |
Canton. We take a ?? boat which stops a day at Amoy, one at Swatow and lands us in Hongkong the fourth
morning. Then we return to Shanghdf 2lass on one of the Emperor Boats affttay by train to Peking.

There are a few things | want.

(1) 1 pair corsetd_a Camille Lox-it
391287 Size 26
| bought them in Shelton.
(2) 4 pair white cotton stockings
size10 (outsize) ribbed top preferred.

I am glad to hear of EIlizabethdés recovery, but wi sl
and quiet interfered with.

| had thought surely to see her next June but with Flora staying it does not Segworsant. A note for
Mrs. Corbett yesterday suggests 1925 as for tentative
and let you know what | reply to her.



Lots of love to every body.
Mary Beard

Phebe and Willard send love awdl write next time. He is in Foochow today and Phebe has just returned from an
all day job ?? trip. MLB

Written in phto album:fiAmerican Board picnic, Kuliang August 1993
[Photo from the collection of Virginia Van Andeald another copin the collection of John and Nancy Bujte



Close up view of théeft side of theprevious photo. Mary Beris the an standing nd from the left next to

the man holding the cane (wid believe isMr. Newell). Phebe K. Beard is the woman standmgth from the

right. Willard is the man sitting at the far right wearing a dark ja¢kmdlieve the lady standing at the far right is
Laura Ward.

Close up of right side of photo. | believe the seated man with the white beard and dark jackBtigs Mith his
wife, May, seated to his right, our left.



