
1923 

 
¶ Warren G. Harding dies, Calvin Coolidge becomes US 

President 

¶ Widespread Ku Klux Klan violence in the US 

¶ Nancy Maria Nichols Beard dies September 3, 1923. She 

was 80 years old. 

¶ Earthquake destroys 1/3 of Tokyo- about 140,000 in Tokyo 

and Yokohama were killed on the same day that Willardôs 

mother died 

¶ Political conditions around Foochow are still unsettled. 

¶ Mary is teaching in Tungchou, China. She is 41. Flora is 

back at Century Farm. She is 54. 

¶ Willard and Phebe are in Foochow, China. Ellen, Gould, 

Geraldine, Marjorie and Kathleen are in the U.S. 

¶ Willard is 58, Ellen- 55, Phebe- 28, Gould- 27, Geraldine- 

25, Dorothy- 22, Marjorie- 17, Kathleen- 15. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



[This letter dated Jan. 7, 1923 was written from Foochow, China by Phebe to Geraldine. Phebe asks Geraldine 

about her new teaching job in Michigan.  She refers to the death of their cousin Anna. A Red Cross Bazaar was held 

to raise money to cover the expenses from the October war.  Many plays and performances were given for 

Christmas and New Yearôs festivities were beautiful. Letter donated to Yale by family in 2006] 

 

        Foochow, China, 
         Jan. 7, 1923. 

Dear Geraldine, 

 It was very good to get your letter a few weeks ago, and know that you were really teaching.  At least for 

the first year it is very pleasant to be near the family, and it makes me envy you to be within calling distance of both 

Gould and the family.  For Gould it must be a treat to have you so near as 28 miles, for he has always been so far 

away that his seeings of us have been few and far between.  We have heard from three of the family about your 

football party at Ann Arbor, so I think it must have been a grand success. 

 Even tho you donôt like Junior Highs, and tho your town is small and the school run to athletics, it will be a 

fine experience for you to have had.  See if you canôt put into the children and teacher body more of a studious 

spirit.  Arenôt teachers supposed to change conditions in their schools as far as they can? 

 I am interested in the kind of people you have in town, and the amusements.  How do you get on with the 

teachers and of what caliber are they?  Being in Michigan would make me judge that the people were not very 
cultured, or the amusements very intellectual; and the teachers might easily be shallow and silly.  Do you have any 

trouble with discipline, and have you supplies enough?  Has anything been paid about teacherôs conventions or a 

teacherôs association to which you have to pay dues?  I hope your first year will be worth the doing and get fun out 

of all you can.  Keep up your music, too. 

 By this time you are probably back at work in the New Year.  The family was all together in Oberlin I 

suppose for Xmas and New Years.  I am sorry I didnôt send anything; but mine went earlier in the year.  Did you 

ever get that package I sent in June with fan, embroidery, etc in it?  We had cards from oodles of people and boxes 

from the farm, Aunt Ettaôs, and I got postals from the Chinese from Aunt Emma.  We shall be more than eager to 

hear of the party you had at Oberlin. 

 Of course we were prepared all summer for the news from Bridgeport.  I hardly know what to write Aunt 

Grace and Uncle Oliver and since reading ñThe Vocation of Griefò in the Dec. Atlantic, I am glad I have not written 
before.  I thoroughly agree with his sentiments.  I canôt be sorry really for Anna, and I am glad the parents are taking 

it so bravely.  As you said it seems such a waste of time, suffering and strength.  If their lives had been more full of 

a constructive gospel, there would have been more joy in the memory of them.  If their death had been surrounded 

with less sadness and trouble the memory of their lives would be worth the suffering. 

 Mother may have let you see my last letter of about three weeks ago.  I told about giving a paper in 

Foochowôs Arts and Crafts at the Anti-Cob [Anti-Cobweb Society].  I am thinking of revising and adding to it, and 

possibly printing it.  Of that we shall say later.  Our last two Anti-Cob have been most enjoyable.  The one before 

Xmas was a carol evening.  A trained choir gave several familiar pieces in such a finished American way, as we 

hear only at such occasions.  After the flatting, discords and gaps where held note should be that I hear in the school 

all the time, I am really evaporated into air at hearing pure real music.  Last Friday night we were at Black Rock 

Hill - the Y.M.C.A. house.  The University men gave a play that came out in the Atlantic two years ago- ñIf 

Shakespeare were here todayò.  Their attempt at an English brogue was very funny! But it was good.  Then followed 
the number of the evening- a play in which Eunice Thomas was the leading lady called ñSuppressed Desiresò.  It is 

pretty good so far as feeling for marriage is concerned, and it was played very well.  Our next meeting is a District 

School, and our supper is to be a box lunch and an auction!  Aintô it fun?  Really you wouldnôt know Foochow now.  

There is so much society doings, and the missionaries are as much of it as anyone. 

 The biggest excitement before Xmas was the Red Cross Bazaar that the community gave to glorify the 

$1000 expenses incurred at the time of the October war by the mission hospitals.  Mrs. Price gave the Consulate for 

the building and different ladies took charge of various booths.  When I went in the Canton and Swatow booths 

stood at the right in front.  There were marvelous embroidered nighties and doilies etc., silver, carved ivory and 

other lovely expensive things.  Next came the Foochow booth filled with Chinese writing paper, silver pins, spoons, 

etc, Lacquer, Chinese umbrellas, and even stockings that are made here.  In the Shanghai booth were cloth for 

dresses, hats that were lovely, menôs silk neckties, silk stocking Chinese dolls, etc.  There was a white Elephant 
booth where second hand bedding, books, and odds and ends made fun; a fancy article booth and one of the largest 

displays of gold lacquer I ever saw.  It was an education to see it.  Upstairs was a toy room where there were 

Chinese-made dollôs furniture sets, dang sticks and the cutest little baskets, round and square, and pails; Chinese 

dollôs shoes, paper dolls, knitted sweater sets, and everything you could imagine.  The baby bottle came in handy 



and was very dainty; for there are lots of babies coming or come.  In the hall was the candy booth which our 

American sailors from the gunboat Helena patronized well.  From that alone we made $216, for all the materials for 

the candy were given by stores and individuals.  Tea and a cafeteria supper were served in a tea room that was very 

attractive.  Orrin Maine and Dr. Lacy came in at the last on a boat from Shanghai that brought us a lot of Xmas 

mail.  In all I believe they made about $1300.  

 On Friday, the next day came our lunch exercises for Xmas at Geu Cio Dong.  I had trained the Go Deng 
or Grammar School girls to sing for it, the H.S. girls, and the boys in the church school.  Besides I had to play a 

violin solo also.  The most interesting number on the program was the little play the church school girls gave of the 

Wise and Foolish Virgins.  A screen was the house into which the bride groom dressed like a Chinese groom went 

with the Five Wise ones.  Everything was so simple, and all done in real Chinese fashion that it gave me a new 

vision of the story.  It almost shocks you to see these stories you have always considered more or less sacred 

dragged out and played with no reverence at all.  Yet that is their way, now- a childish way, and I am not sure they 

donôt get a good deal more from seeing it than from the reading.  So it was in the Mediaeval Mirade Plays. 

 Friday night our girls sang carols under our windows, and I was so tired I barely heard them.  They went 

home on Sat. for the weekend to Monday. 

 Sat. P.M. the mission Xmas came, and I enjoyed seeing the children say pieces and sing songs.  Santa 

Claus nearly scared some of them out of their lives, but Billy Bedient wasnôt afraid.  I left before it was over, and 

took our girls to sing at a Y.M.C.A. entertainment.  The Y.W. gave six tableaux of the scenes of Jesusô birth, and the 
girls sang a verse of a card to go with each scene.  They also sang a song of this ???.  The last number was a movie- 

Uncle Tomôs Cabin that I saw from the stage, the back of the picture.  Topsy was the main part of the play and the 

Chinese did appreciate her pranks.  Mrs. Cong a Bible woman was greatly impressed with Little Evaôs pity and 

eagerness to teach Tom to pray and write and that all Chinese should see it for that reason. 

 On Sunday Father spoke at Sang-Bo my church.  I stayed to a feast there and had a program in the 

afternoon. Before that was over I had to rush into the city to help with a program there. On Monday A.M. Mrs. St. 

Clair had two Chinese families in for a Xmas tree, then we went around the compound to see the other Xmases.  I 

came out to get our own tree for the girls ready for the night. 

 We had a little program of Scripture carols etc; then Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus came in covered with snow, 

from America and gave out the gifts from girls.  Two of the girls acted the Santa Clause parts dressed in our hats 

and coats.  It is amazing how many gifts they are beginning to give each other; for in the houses they have no 
celebration of any kind, even the pastors.  I got several interesting gifts- a teapot, a handkerchief, a silver pin, candy, 

and a lovely pair of bedroom slippers like field woman shoes made of velvet.  I prize them highly. 

 School has been going on as usual since then; we didnôt have vacation for New Yearôs Day. 

 Last weekend Father and I took Dr. Sydney Gulick down to Hai Gie- the University.   We spent the 

weekend with the Bedients and enjoyed little Philip the new baby, and Billy came in on Sunday A.M. and got into 

bed with me for a good talk.  We walked around and saw the sights in the A.M. and had a meeting in the P.M.  All 

the faculty eats Sun. night suppers together and that night we had a very good Chinese supper.  The Prices and 

McConnells were also down and went back with us that night on the launch. 

 Yesterday I gave a concert for all the organ and piano students in the school.  We sent out ticket invitations 

thru the week, and practicing has been deadly monotonous and persistent all the week.  At 2:30 not a soul seemed to 

have come, but after we got started people appeared from nowhere till the room was full. One girl attacked the piano 

so violently that all the children laughed.  But on the whole it was fairly good.  Tea and cakes afterward seemed to 
hit the spot. 

 A week ago Wed. Father and I enjoyed a party at Mrs. Reevesô.  We played singing proverbs, and 

charades, and they were rich.  Miss Lambert suggested that we ladies all lie on the floor and pretend illness to 

illustrate ill  for illuminate and we did it- mixed company, too.  Refreshments were like a little supper.  The English 

are delightfully simple and refreshing in their parties. 

 On two different nights recently the army in Foochow has celebrated our New Year with a parade.  Seldom 

have I seen such beautiful lanterns, and such interesting placards and floats.  The one I saw last Sat. night was the 

dragon, with an immense head, followed by a tail nearly 300 ft. long.  It was built in little humps like that mounted 

on boards held together by a wooden pin, and carried on the shoulders of men about 4 ft. apart.  All was beautifully 

lighted with candles.  Next came a gold fish as high as a man- a marvel in red.  Then came several bundles of 

flowers as high as the fire gates along the streets.  Each flower and some of the leaves were lighted by candles, and 
to see these gigantic carnations, trumpet flowers, lotus flowers, tube lilies, etc., coming along in perfect form was 

beautiful. 

 The New Year vacation is only three weeks off and I have not planned to go anywhere.  One of our ladies 

is going up near Shaowu and if she got back in time I should go with her.  But I may teach a Y.W. class in Chinese 



at the conference they have this vacation, so I must be on hand.  There are many trips I can take by the day, and I 

shall study Chinese.  Last Thurs. I passed three more exams not awfully well, and by April I want to finish all my 2 

yearsô work if possible. 

 I have all the music for graduation so I feel busy.  The girls are singing the ñLost Cloudò in three parts and 

are doing it well.  Also ñFollow the Gleamò. 

 Will Dorothy graduate- that is take part in the graduation festivities as a graduate this year in June?  If so I 
want to send her the gift for graduation now.  Please let me know soon so it will reach her in time. 

 Do write and tell me of the family and of yourself.  Do pass my letters much so you will all get all the 

news.  Iôll try to resolve this year to write every week.  I am proctoring a study hall now and it is easy compared to 

one in America.  Lots of love, best New Years wishes, Phebe. 

 

*****  

[This typewritten letter, dated January 9, 1923, was written from Tungchou, China by Mary to the home folk. The 

railroad strike has delayed some students arrival back to school. The compound gatemanôs house caught fire and 

awoke Mary in the middle of the night. Postal rates have returned to their original prices. The school pipes burst 

over the holiday and Maryôs ink bottle froze. Letter from the collection of Virginia Van Andel.] 

         January 9, 1923. 

Dear Home Folk, 
 Back at school and deep in work. Not all the children are in yet. Poor Franz Crumpacker and Edith Watson 

got to Shih Chia Chuang and were delayed by railroad strike. Franz after two days got on his wheel and got home in 

three days hard riding. So he got there for Christmas. Edith could not do so, being a girl and living twice as far 

away. She finally got there on the 28th. School had closed the 15[th]. Franz returned yesterday and we look for Edith 

tomorrow. Isabel Hemingway is coming then too. She has quite recovered. 

 We are all excited over Kathleen Parlow [violin virtuoso]. 18 of us are planning to treat ourselves to seats 

on Thursday afternoon. She plays at the Peking hotel at 5.15 so we can easily return that night by auto. The papers 

give wonderfull accounts of her recitals in Tientsin. 

 I will go to back history. I stopped on my ?? trip for twenty four hours at Tenghsien to visit the Dodds. It is 

an awful place to stop at for no train arrives at a civilized hour nor leaves at one either. I came up by the Mail to get 

there at the best hour possible and that was 11.00 P.M. It meant sitting up all night too for the Mail carries only 1st 
class sleepers and my ticket was 2nd class. Mrs. Dodd was a thoughtful hostess and insisted on my having breakfast 

in my room. She put it on the score of the New Years guests she was expecting and the need of having the house 

ready to receive from 150-200 Chinese at an early hour. Anyway I slept till 8.00 and got rested. All the foreigners 

came in for tea that afternoon and we had a right good time visiting. I came up with the children and we came out 

by auto, getting here soon after midnight. Hot cocoa tasted good, for it was cold! 

 I got some kind of infection on my face and got the swelled head on the left side. Dr. Love did my facial 

decorations in iodine for a few nights and the thing responded right away so now I am nearly normal, but skinning. 

That and a cold made me feel tired so I took a weekend off, went without suppers and had breakfast in bed. It has 

saved me something, I know not what. For I feel all right and ready for work. You see I did not even write letters, 

but slept most of the time.  

 On Saturday night, we had a scare. I had gone to bed and was asleep. A disturbance or the light wakened 

me. My room was flooded with light. I was out of bed right soon and at the window. The gateman had a huge pile of 
fuel, enough to last him all winter, piled near his house. That is not so very far from the dormitory! It was all ablaze. 

Fortunately there was very little wind and that toward the west, hence away from us. Mr. Menzi was out there and 

had started the men to pulling out the bundles of straw that were not afire and so saved about two dozen good sized 

bundles. The gateman and his family had withdrawn into the house, and closed it tight and were waiting to burn, I 

guess. Leonard pulled him out and set him to work. He tried to have them shovel on enough dirt to save part of it, 

but the man got tired and our servants would not work if he lay down on the job. The stuff blazed low all night till 

after 7.00 A.M. I think the man must have sat out by it to watch it, for I awoke about two and he was there, and he 

was there when the train came in. All the children were down skating. Mr. Lund showed wisdom in finding out that 

they could be of no help and making them stay. I prevented any wild excitement. 

 The magazines are coming all right and are getting read too. We wish I had gotten the model for the rack 

from Miss Bostwick, as we talked so often last year of it. 
 My Digest still comes. I think I paid for two years before coming out. I had that in mind to do and thought 

I did it. I feel sure I must have for since October 28 I [have] been receiving two copies. Please write and ask to have 

my subscription extended for another year, instead of doubled as they are doing now. 



 The government changed the postage rates back to the former ones on the first of January. Several 

provinces had refused to recognize the increase and it was a mess. If a letter went out of the province the four cents 

was collected at the receiving office, if it stayed in nothing happened. Chihli, of course, could not revolt, but the 

papers could talk. 

 When we got back, the thing we have kept from happening for seven years happened. The servant had not 

kept enough fire and the pipes in the school house were burst. In all the north rooms and one section of each radiator 
was broken. ñSmily Liò is still at work fixing them. We are taking out the pipes in the store room and using the 

good coils to replace the broken ones. Owing to the way the system was put in, we can use the good radiators and 

all the south rooms. A stove in the study hall makes up for the non use of part of the system. Floraôs old room is like 

a barn. Recitations that are scheduled for that room, are conducted in the teachers sitting room over here.  

 My ink in the store was frozen. By some miracle, the bottles did not burst. I would have been a mess had 

they done so, for I made up three quarts last fall, thinking it would last most, if not all the year.  

 When in Shanghai, I met Mr. and Mrs. Yard. They were in Nichols once. He is a Methodist minister. She is 

still most fond of the Plumb girls and corresponds with each of the three. Ruby is evidently the one for who she has 

the greatest fondness and admiration. I remember, that they spoke of a friend, a missionary in Szechuan. But they 

are now transferred to Shanghai and live in the same compound as Harriet. She has three fine girls, the oldest either 

a junior or senior in high school. Mrs. Yard looks young enough to be a senior herself. I expected her to show me 

some infants when she spoke of her children. 
 I enclose one of the two letters that Mr. Scott has sent me. Flora may be near Springfield as able to call. I 

must close this and answer the two letters recently received with questions galore. I know I have not written of all 

the important happenings, but I think none of the most important are left out. 

 Letters from Margaret Smith still say she will not return for several years. Frances Gray is engaged to Mr. 

Hayes. He is nearly her age. Everyone seems happy about it except the Methodists who lose a fine helper. They will 

get married in the spring. Mrs. Martin has not been well all fall, so Jim Hunter took the Sunday School. She is better 

now, and will take her class back when Maude has to give up hers to care for ñJeanò. Franz Crumpacker has been 

bubbling over since his return. It is partly his joy at getting back, and partly the joy that his nose is to be broken 

before many months, as he learned during vacation. 

 I did not get the box of toys etc. off before going to Shanghai. I could not mail it here (Tunghsien) and was 

not foresighted enough to take it to Shanghai and mail it at the U.S. post office. Iôll save postage now with the 
reduced rates. 

    Lots of love 

     Mary 

 

*****  

[This letter, dated January 18, 1923, was written from Foochow, China by Willard to Gould. Willard comments on 

the popularity of football in America. He writes from Ponasang because in the present reign of terror the women 

teachers want a man around for safety. He talks about how the army is seizing coolies off the street for labor 

workers. Letter from the collection of Virginia Van Andel.] 

 

American Board Mission 

Foochow, China 
Wen Shan Girlsô School      Foochow, Fukien 

Jan. 18, 1923 

Dear Boy [Gould]:- 

 Your good letter came about ten days ago and I read it and Phebe has read it and reread it I suppose and 

just returned it yesterday. The girls have both written most enthusiastically about the football game. Dorothy was 

hilarious about it and Geraldine says the people in America are football crazy. The papers say Yale has filled her 

Bowl twice this fall with nearly 80000 people each time and has had several tens of thousands in it at other times 

and has taken in about $150000 in gate receipts- enough to build and equip and run for ten years a school like 

Foochow College with five hundred boys. And this $150000 is only a part of the cost of the game to the visitors. 

Think of what many parties paid in auto hire, tolls, hotel bills etc. from New York and Boston and other places. 

Well the people in the dear, old home land are not all bankrupt. 
 There are many things in my daily routine to make me think of you. Each morning as I put on my tie I 

catch it with the clasp you gave me several years ago. Every time I go to any thing special I put in the stick pins you 

traded with me. It takes too much time to put it in every day. And when I go away for the night I have you along in 



the form of my travelling case with every thing in it that I need for the night, or rather in the morning. I wonder if 

you have ever worn the dress coat I left. 

 I am writing this at Ponasang. All the ladies were away except Miss Pike and Phebe and in the present 

conditions, they kind oô like some one around. It seems strange to sit down to write a letter with a good chance of 

being able to finish it at one sitting. It is very quiet here and no teacher, student or other person knows where I am. 

In the city I very seldom have an evening to myself. Last evening three men came in after supper- each for a private 
interview. At 9:10 p.m. the last one went and I was free to see Phebe home to Ponasang- 10:30 p.m. found me back 

home and ready for bed. It was a nice crisp night and we enjoyed the walk. These walks together are a very great 

pleasure to both of us. They do us both good too,- often it is impossible for me to get the exercise I ought to have in 

the day time, and a brisk walk out to Ponasang and back is as good as a fire to put one to sleep and keep him there 

all night. Then we have the road all to ourselves at that time of night in these conditions and we have most helpful 

talks.  

 Day after tomorrow examinations begin. Commencement comes on Jan. 31. Then a vacation. Do you know 

that no student is more grateful for vacation than the teachers are. Phebe is debating whether to go to Sharp Peak for 

a week- to Diong Loh for a week or to Shaowu for three weeks during vacation. I have promised to go to Diong 

Loh. 

 The term has been a hard one in some ways. We started out very auspiciously with a very large enrollment- 

the largest of my fall term in the history of the College. The teachers were in their job and the boys were doing fine 
work when the war came and of course put every thing on the ñblinkò. Conditions all thru Oct., Nov., Dec. and Jan. 

have been very unsettled and it has been impossible to do good work. We lost some 60 boys whose families moved 

out of Foochow to other cities to escape trouble and some boys left to go into the student army- which is a great 

farce. 

 For a week now the city has lived in terror. One of the armies of 10000 are planning to leave in a few days. 

They want 6000 men as load coolies. To get them they send the soldiers anywhere to arrest anyone who looks as if 

he could carry a load. Tuesday I spent the whole day to get  a ton and a half of rice in to the College from just 

beyond Ha Puo Ga. Not a coolie could be found anywhere who would risk to pull a cart. We found one who would 

go for $2.50 (for 2 hrs. work) if I would go all the way with him and guarantee to bring him back home. Well the 

rice shop proprietor and I finally took an empty two wheeled cart- pulled it to the rice shop, loaded it with 10 bags 

of rice each weighing 140 pounds and with three men= his clerks to push and pull, we started. Only a few rods away 
from the shop we stopped to repair one of the rear legs of the cart. The shop man stepped into a shop about 5 rods 

ahead of the cart. As he came out of the shop a man seized him. I happened to be looking the other way. I heard the 

other men shout ñKeuk niah, Keuk niah.ò They have seized him. He is seized. I looked around and sure enough a 

young chap of some 20 years was pulling the man along by the arm. I pointed my cane at him and shook my head 

and he instantly released him. But with his pal the young chap came on past me and only 4 or 5 doors beyond 

entered a carpenter shop and pulled out the proprietor and hustled him along by me. I stood in the middle of the 

street and the poor fellow clutched my arm and begged me to help him. Before I could say a word, both brutes had 

their knives out and threatening to disembowel him. He of course let go of my arm and was hustled off to some pen 

where he would have straw to lie on- no covering, no stool or bed and two bowls of rice a day, until the army is 

ready to move. Then he will have to carry a load to no one knows where if he does not die before. The city is full of 

mourning women and children whose husbands, sons and fathers have thus been forcibly seized. Yesterday some 

2000 women of the poorer classes besieged the Army generals to pity them and let their men folks out. I never saw 
a city so shut up. Not a shop open. Every morning some of us foreigners must go out to buy vegetables that are 

brought in by women.- Even teachers and students are taken. The women that empty our commodes have not been 

near us for three days. The villages out on the plain are all closed and the people do not dare even to open their 

doors. It is a reign of terror. The people come to us begging us to go and get their men out. Three women were 

waiting all the afternoon to get Miss Wiley and me to go to try to get their men out. We are practically powerless. 

 Well this is the civilization of China and only Jesus Christ can save China from this. The number who see 

this is few but increasing rapidly. And when we hear and see that the Christians to a very large degree escape,- for 

the pastors and preachers are on the job- they are in little danger of arrest. We realize that the Gospel not only saves 

menôs souls but their bodies. It seems sometimes as if parts of the world had turned back and taken up the 

civilization of the Middle Ages- Turkey, Greece and China. 

 Itôs bed time. Write me how mama is and how she and the ñkid sistersò are situated. Are they comfortable. 
God bless and guide and use you my dear Boy -    Lovingly   Father 

 

*****  



[This typewritten letter, dated January 21, 1923, was written from Tungchou, China, by Mary to the home folk. 

They received $5100 to complete their dormitory (plumbing and electricity). The contractors installed the stairs 

incorrectly and they are now sagging. Letter from the collection of Virginia Van Andel.] 

        N.C.A.S., January 21, 1923. 

Dear Home Folk, 

 We have been having a dust storm today, the first for a long time. The house has been cold too. But the 
heating plant is doing fine work. We can dress in comfort for the steam comes up so quickly. I turn off my heat 

because I can not get my room cold enough if I leave it on. Yet I can dress comfortable if I turn it on the minute I 

am out of bed. 

 The chapel with only pipes near the ceiling, and three north windows, has been too cold. Hence I have had 

the stove that used to be in Marthaôs room put up there. 

 Mr. Menzi has been in bed with Pharangitus(?) for the past two weeks. He is better now, but it will be 

several days before he can get out. Those poor people, one of them has been ill most of the time. 

 I went in on Friday for the reception at the Legation for all Americans. A talk with Dr. Fergerson will be of 

benefit because he is to come down early in the new Chinese year for a talk on art. He is giving a series to the 

Peking children. 

 I stayed with Jean and the Smiths and Heintz of Tsing Hua were there, also Alice Huggins. Since I had to 

stay in, I made the most of the night and went to see ñEnter Madamò, given by Peking talent under the auspices of 
the Art Institute. Everybody was there. Lura Aiken and her mother, just recently returned to Peking. How they were 

dressed up! Lura is giving piano lessons, English lessons and studying music. Professor Hymans seems to have 

taken her up. 

 Better than the reception or the Play, or the dinner, was the news that Minnie Corbett gave me after the 

play. She had received that day, news that Mrs. Schell had granted us $5100 gold with which to complete our 

dormitory. HURRAH!! The money is here! Can you not see the Delco plant! the fine fixtures! set tubs and seats! 

 But the contractors did a dirty job on the stairs. They have hung them in midair without proper stays and 

they are sagging so one is almost afraid to use them. On the top ones where the use is least, the drop is over three 

inches. Li is at work making proper stays and will jack them up, and put posts from the first floor up. It will be less 

artistic, but more secure. 

  
Jan. 28.  Li looked over the job of fixing the stairs and apparently accepted it, last Monday. Nothing has been done. 

Dr. Love sent yesterday to enquire and received word that he was too busy to do it. It is a matter of feeling because 

the job was let to out of town men I fear. Meanwhile the stairs are slowly slipping each day. I have not gotten him to 

do anything this year. He scorns my small jobs. 

     With love 

      Mary. 

 

*****  

[This typewritten letter, dated January 28, 1923, was written from Tungchou, China by Mary to the home folks. 

Moore Gordon talked to them about the orphanage he founded in 1917. She would like a ñTip Top Duplicatorò 

ordered for her. Letter from the collection of Virginia Van Andel.] 

 
         January 28, 1923. 

Dear Home Folks, 

 I have a letter started, but had to remove it to type examinations and can not find it. If I find it I can still 

enclose it. Exams are over for the children, but I am still in the throes of correcting. So far grades range from 25-97. 

Miss Burgess beats me with a 6 and a 98. 

 Last Saturday the Peking American School boys came down for an ice hockey game. It was exciting! 

There was no score during the four quarters so they played two extra five minute periods. They scored one goal 

during the first five minutes, so won. They skate better than our boys but we had the best team work. Erick Thunder 

shot the goal. It was the speed with which he did it that accomplished the end. He escaped the outer guards and only 

Stanley had to be dodged. Tomorrow we play them on the Legation rink. The boys have worked hard all week and 

we hope for success. It is hard to get good practice here now, because the ice had to be cut this week. The field is 
cramped, especially as there are other children who want to skate also. Instead of fixing the moat this year, the 

athletic associations have hired a man to sweep and water the pond. We did not recognize the ñexclusive ñrights of 

the Chinese boys to the pond, but asked for a division of hours for the ñcompound pondò. No one made any 

objection, the division was made and all has been well so far. For one thing, fewer Chinese boys than ever have had 



skates. Four at once is the most I have seen. They skate along with our children and enjoy the fun. Miss Young and 

Miss Carlisle have been very devoted to the sport, so the question of chaperone has not been any bother. That is 

lucky for the girls! 

 One Sunday, Moore Gordon came down and told us about the work out at the orphanage. It was a bit long 

but thoroughly enjoyable. He started with the reason for founding it, to care for orphans left by the floods of 1917 

and then again by the famine of 1919 and told the story. The special point of moral that he emphasized, was 
obedience. They have a waiting list of several hundred. Two boys broke rules and went to Peking. On their return, 

the boy who had a home he could go to was sent thither in spite of petitions and pleadings. His place was needed by 

a boy who would appreciate it. The other, who had no home, and for whom it would mean sure death to be turned 

out, was put in the reformatory where there are only the barest necessities of life. But it meant waiting his turn at the 

end of the list of hundreds before he could hope to get back to the comforts he had been enjoying. 

 On Monday Chan Nai Naiôs daughter came home ill. She has not been well for several months and I have 

asked Alice to get her home before she should get too ill to get well quickly. She did not want to come, and the 

authorities up there would not insist. Now she is here with a well developed case of Tuberculosis. Dr. Love has 

taken her into the hospital and says there is a good chance for recovery, but now it means a year or more. The poor 

Amah is of course quite broken up over it. 

 Miss Bailey is living up to her reputation and noting on the inspiration of the moment. Wednesday was the 

camp fire birthday. On Monday, I got a note asking if she could come for the dinner on Tuesday night. She did. And 
I think all went well. She had a ceremonial afterward, the first this year. I attended, and found it interesting. We are 

working on the question of room order. No teacher was ready to undertake the inspection last semester, and I had 

too many things to do. Hence I shut my eyes, rather than talk and not do. Now I am letting other things go if need be 

and doing careful inspection. Any clothes on the floor at any time, of day or night, I confiscate. During some hours 

of the day I take anything that is on the chairs or trunks too. Yes, I had to give in and let trunks stay in the rooms. 

We had not chairs enough to furnish seats and one can not insist on the girls standing all the time they are in their 

rooms. 

 Phebeôs letter came Friday the 26th, just a month on the way. That very afternoon, came a bead man, and so 

I have most of the things you want already bought. I was very glad of the account, for I had no idea where I stood. 

 Here is the list of what I bought to send you. 

  1 turquoise chain to sell for     $4.00 
  1 blue bird pin      ñ   ñ     ñ        1.00 

  1 turquoise pendant ñ  ñ    ñ       2.50 

  2        ñ           ñ       ñ   ñ    ñ       1.75 each 

  2 brownish     ñ       ñ   ñ    ñ       1.75   ñ 

  1 set white jade  ñ   ñ   ñ    ñ        3.00 pair or 1.50 each 

   These are perfect and hard to get now. 

 

 I have some white chains, but nothing that is as long as Miss Schnieder wants. I am going to restring them 

before I send. I hope to get the cord in town tomorrow. You wait and see if they are not prettier than some of the 

others I have sent! None of the chains this time have the little boxes. I suppose they are too bulky for the peddlers to 

bring around.  

 Did Miss Brewster ever get a turquoise matrix chain? She originally wanted one. Please let her know if you 
are telephoning, that I am enjoying the New York papers very much. I am sure you can assure her that I am not 

using a great deal of time writing letters. 

  We expect two new boys tomorrow, Arthur Hersay and Norman Long. That makes 32 boys in the boys 

house. There will be 14 on each porch. Another one will have to sleep inside, for there just is not floor space for 

another bed. The four oldest boys sleep inside. They are not returning and did not want to purchase sleeping bags 

for the one year. We are sorry to loose Arthur Romig as he is such a fine student and always pleasant to have 

around. William Cochran sends a small brother to take his place. We all hope he is as interesting. 

 I am enclosing an advertisement of the ñTip-Topò Duplicator. Miss Mason had one at Monticello and it 

was most useful. This slip has been lost till I moved over. Since then it has been on my desk waiting for me to 

remember to write about it. I have marked the size I want, also the supplementary parts it would be wise to have 

sent at the same time. I should think, that Flora might like one for Tientsin too. I should like to get it here for the 
next examinations if possible. This is an old advertisement so prices may have changed. They were about $3.50 

before the war. I hope they have gone down. 

 I am sorry I was so slow in getting the second luncheon set off. Some way there was a long time between 

opportunities. It is more like the ones you have seen. Did I put a price on it? It would be $9.00 or 10.00. The other is 



much cheaper, $5.00. I write this late purposely, so Mother will take her real choice, unhampered by thoughts of 

price. 

 I have had letters from Mariel Evans, Eleanor Mitchell, Miss Lathrop, recently. The Mitchells are on Riga, 

Latvia and having interesting experiences. The Yarrows are in Rowayton, Conn. if you want to hunt them up. Did I 

write that Grace goes to Smith and her mother wrote for her grades? The Dildines are in Peking. Mary is so much 

better that she starts school this new semester. Mrs. Dildine writes that she hopes to send them back here, but if that 
school comes up to grade, she must keep them home as the doctor does not yet give them a clean bill of health.  

 Mary was down for the game Saturday and it hurt her to have to root for any team but ours. 

    With lots of love, 

     Mary. 

 

I enclose the bill for my Geographic, $3.50. 

  
*****  

[This typewritten letter, dated February 11, 1923, was written from Tungchou, China by Mary to the family. They 

have had hockey games this winter. Mary sends prices for some Chinese items sent back home to be sold. Letter 

from the collection of Virginia Van Andel.] 

 

        N.C.A.S. February 11, 1923. 

Dear Family, 

 Mothers letter came this week. Rain and mud sound good to me. It is, of course, terribly dry here. A high 

wind on Friday gave us a local dust storm, but it was short lived. Mrs. Gordon was out today for the first time in 

over a week. She had the influenza such as has been going the rounds. Mr. Menzi was back on the job this week, 

after an absence of three weeks. It was good to have everything in full swing again. 
 Before Mrs. Gordon got ill she was in the nervous state, that is familiar to those of us who know her, when 

everything was wrong. She sat on the poor children in the dining room till it was most trying. But she brought them 

to time by refusing to make birthday cakes if they refused to heed her repeated requests for less noise. Five missed 

out on cakes, then the noisy ones began to feel that it was too much to impose a punishment on others for the sake 

of the enjoyment they were getting. Also Mrs. Gordon began to feel that she had been too hard. The result was a 

joint party for the five and Mr. Menzi who had been in bed on his birthday. It was a success and I hope will be 

useful in keeping order in the future. 

 Last week Cleora came down for the week-end. I made the first Divinity of the season. It was excellent. 

Maude brought over some cherries and we added them. It was so good that Jean and I had no difficulty at all in 

cleaning up the dish when she was down on Tuesday. 

 Alas we lost the third hockey game. There was no score for three quarters, then Millard Arnold shot a 

pretty goal. No one could get another in. But the Puck traveled back and forth so fast it almost made ones head 
dizzy following it. Our boys did wonderfully well. It was a hard fair fight, with the most friendly spirit all through. I 

went with the Tuttles for lunch and a committee meeting for the curriculum committee afterward. We talked so hard 

and interestingly that it was 3.50 before I thought of my train. I rushed off and thanks to the train being late, made it 

at Tung Pien Men. It was a forlorn team that waited for the train; tired and no thrill of victory to cheer them. 

 I mailed two packages to you on Monday. One was the toys etc. that I have had done up for so long, the 

other contained, 

  3 turquoise pendants; 1 of hard stone and 2 of soft. 

  2 colored glass ñ 

  1 chain beads. 

The prices are on them all, in gold, as you out to sell them. I shall not label any others, lest it get you into trouble 

with customs. Have you had to pay anything on the stuff I have sent? Most people are groaning over duties, on 
goods sent home. If you do, please add to the prices and reimburse yourselves. We are selling cheap enough, so 

there ought to be no kick. 

 I am going to have ñFour Chickensò mail here on the street, four packages tomorrow, contents may sell as 

follows: 

 I.      III.  

blue-glass beads -- $2.50   Turquoise matrix (solid) -- $8.00 

white bone   ñ -----  2.50          ñ            ñ  with knots -  7.00 

     crocheted lingerie top ------ 3.00 

 



          II.      IV. 

Blue glass beads----$2.50   2 bunnies--------------------.40 each 

Pink bone     ñ------- 2.50   humpty-dumpty------------.40 

Humpty-dumpty ----- .40   brown beads---------------2.50  

 

 I have seven more strings to send some time, but have not gotten them done up. I took time last week to 
make extensive purchases at Tais. The new year is at hand and even Tai was eager to sell. The things sent last 

Monday, I got from ñJerryò when he came down. 

 I had Alice Huggins over for dinner this noon. Miss Burgess had Miss Ingram, and Miss Fenn went over to 

keep Miss Sailer company. I am going to start and entertain the compound people. It is too late to get Maude until 

after the baby comes, I fear. Bobby is a dear, so happy to be out after being in for several days with the flu.  

 Katherine Dodd has a small victrola and it has been going all day. I have not minded, because she has no 

cheap, trashy records, but many good, classical ones. It will not be the demoralizing influence, that Dixieôs machine 

was. I have got to get hold of Katherine, she is all right here, but her attitude toward her mother in heart rending. 

 MondayðI sent to Flora last week several prospectuses and some of the booklets giving the book lists. I 

did not understand that the booklet was to have anything but the books desired in it, so that is all it contains. Some 

of the other things are, 

 a safe 
 a victrola 

 outfit for teachers rooms i.e. sheets, towels, pillowcases, etc. 

 another piano 

 table linen, table cloths, 2 yards square, for ten tables. 

 napkins, 2 dozen. 

 large type revised version Bible for chapel. 

 money for servants quarters. 

        Flora knows the needs better than I, for she worked more on that problem 

 I wonder how much you got for the fur coat? I am glad it is sold before it gets moth eaten or otherwise 

injured. 

 Please give to the church for me $5.00, out of the funds that you collect from the sales. I mean to give 
something every year altho I am so far away. 

 When you get tired of selling things, just say the word and I will cease to send them to be sold. I enjoy 

doing my part, but do not want to over do it for you. I sent the four packages to the office, so they ought to travel 

with this letter, and leave the 16th. 

 It is getting spring. I have had to turn the heat off and open my window. Also the ribbon on my machine is 

winding itself up all crooked. It is a Remington ribbon, and I may have made a mistake to be so economical. It costs 

the same price as the Corona and is nearly twice as long. By winding it over onto my spool, and cutting it, it should 

work. 

 I must write Miss Bailey. She has written early that she plans to come down, so I must answer. She wants 

to make gowns and have two ceremonials during her vacation. 

 Carrington Goodrich and Ann Swann were married last week Friday. I got an invitation on the evening 

mail of the wedding day and the wedding reception was at 5.30. I did not attend. Bob Shaw is in the seventh heaven. 
Ruth is coming north for two weeks. 

    Lots of Care 

     Mary. 

  
 *****  

[This letter dated Feb. 11, 1923 was written from Foochow, China by Phebe to Ellen. In it she talks about her 
recent trip to Sharp Peak where she was born.  She ponders about being an old maid as her 30th birthday 

approaches. Original letter is in the archives of Oberlin College.] 

        Foochow, China. 

         Feb. 11, 1923. 

Dearest Mother, 

 We are in the midst of a real Foochow winter;  cold that finds and hugs you everywhere except as you hug 

a stove, cloudy days, and sometimes rain.  In spite of the untoward weather, Reiltia Allen, Miss Hartwellôs new 

secretary, Miss Bosbyshell, and I started last Saturday for Sharp Peak and a week of party.  Father had started the 

day before for Diongloh and stopped here to have me put up his lunch.  Just before he left your package came, and I 



tore it open in time to let him see his tie and the pictures.  These last are very good I think especially of  ñThe four 

childrenò rowed up according to age.  Father is most desirous of having a set for himself.  Please send a duplicate as 

soon as you can get it here.  Maybe Uncle Willis is sending him some. 

 Marjorie has grown so that we both thot her Dot.  She is wearing Dotôs Honey I hat, isnôt she?  Just before 

you get this you will probably get Dotôs birthday gift of lacquer.  I hope it reaches her O.K. and that she likes it.  

She ought to keep the room rather medium temperature and a pan of water on the radiator to make dampness 
enough to prevent cracking.  If Dot likes hers well enough, (keep this secret, please) I hope to send Monnie one like 

it, or if she prefers in green or black, for graduation next June-1924.  Please find out what her feelings are in this 

matter. 

 Well, I must hurry now, after all this that started to be an introduction to this message, to thank you very 

much for this lovely paper.  I was sorely in need of this and Gouldôs beautiful box as all my nice stationary is gone.  

I love to use pretty paper, and I shall love this, really, all the more because you sent it.  Lots of love goes with the 

thanks. 

 At Sharp Peak, I wished, as I stood in the suite where I was born that you and Father might have stood 

there with me.  I love the place because it is near the sea, and I love the sea!  Perhaps I do because I was born near 

it.  No place was familiar to me; and I didnôt get to the beach, for our hurried departure.  That I think I would have 

remembered.  Some summer now, I want to go down for a week or two, and see it under pleasant skies; for I like the 

place. 
 These days since Wednesday have been full of unimportant things, paying last bills before the new year, 

receiving furniture- my very first set, which really makes it most important, and just kicking around in general.  It 

seemed strange today to go to Geu Cio Dong and see only a handful there, mostly not school girls.  A schedule 

agrees with me I know.  I get more things done, and planning a dayôs work is less energy- consuming.  The name, 

old-maid is nearly mine, I guess.  Thirty is fast approaching, and unless I hurry, Iôll still be an old maid.  So far, my 

last letter to you still stands.  I wonder what you will or have replied. 

 My new magazines came last week, and I felt so happy to see the ñEtudeò and ñCurrent opinionò. The Lit. 

Dig. [Literary Digest] is excellent, but it comes so fast that I have no time to keep up.  Rates are about even; but I 

shall have more self-respect if I at least approximate reading this thro.  Gould said in his last, that he didnôt know 

what to send for gifts.  Perhaps if I just mention some things it will help.  Records for Vic. [Victrola] I sent a list of 

last summer.  Late books, either good fiction or worthy non-fiction are fine.  But for fiction youôll have to get them 
right off the press, for we have already read ñThis Freedomò and ñIn the days of Poor Richardò.  Missionary folks is 

readers.  Both Xmases so far we have had a lot of candy, and for appearances sake Iôve eaten most as much as 

anyone.  So a nice box would save my face at Xmas.  It is a luxury, and I should get on without it- and be called a 

child or a tight-wad, I suppose.  But--------! 

 The family has written us very regularly this winter and we appreciate it!  Please keep it up!  We watch the 

mails eagerly.  Silence we take for ñAllôs Wellò, however we never cease to pray that you are well.  Very much 

love, and many thanks again for the lovely gift, from your eldest girl- Phebe   

 

  I am enclosing just a tiny sprig of a flower I found at Sharp Peak.  It was originally pink.  I wish I could have 

found a wild lilac on the way to the boat! 

 

*****  
[This letter dated Feb. 11, 1923 was written from Foochow, China by Willard to Kathleen. He tells her about his 

somewhat humorous walking trip with Mr. Topping and ñFrankò to the station, Diong Loh and back.  He talks 

briefly about the current state of affairs in China.  Kathleen is 15 and he celebrated his 58th  birthday. Letter in the 

collection of Jill Elmer Jackson.] 

American Board Mission 

Foochow, China 

 

      Feb. 11-1923 

Dear Kathleen:- 

 Last week I was in Diong Loh and no one got any letters for two reasons. (1) Last Sunday Mr. Topping and 

I rose at a village called Kong Cheng.  We walked from Diong Loh there= about 16 miles on Saturday.  We had 
Frank, Mr. Toppingôs horse with us but he could not find a coolie for one load so his house coolie took one load and 

we put the bedding on Frank.  He acted as if he thought that was Kong King  ing[?]  him but he carried it and Mr. 

Topping on top of it for a while=about two miles.  Then he stopped and refused to go.  Mr. Topping got off.  Then 

Frank went on all right.   Sunday morning we found another coolie to accompany the house coolie and they took the 



loads on 14 miles to where we were to spend Sunday night.  We took Frank and went to Nang Iong a village about 

1500 feet up above the plain.  This is a very interesting place.  One of the leading business men of Sing Ha, a large 

village on the sea comes from Nang Iong.  His family lives there.  He is a very earnest Christian and his influence is 

very positive for Christianity in all that region.  There are only 50 families in Nang Iong.  They have given up all 

idols and every form of idolatry.  No more do they use wine at feast and superstition is gone.  It is much like a 

Christian village at home- not all the people are Christians but they are all favorable to Christianity.  Most of the 
men are in Sing Ha in business.  We held a service  at Nang Iong- had dinner there and went down to Sing Ha in the 

afternoon.  The road was pretty steep some of the way but Frank carried either Mr. Topping or me most of the way.  

We reached Sing Ha a little after 5.  The wind was blowing very hard and it was some cold.  We had to eat wholly 

Chinese food at Neng Ing and that evening we had to have a feast at Sing Ha.  Down on the sea the wind blows 

fiercely. 

 Monday morning it began to rain about 8:30.  We had breakfast then we had set before us each four eggs 

poached in sugar and water.  I ate for breakfast 1 poached egg and two fried eggs.  Mr. Topping took them all =six.   

Then just as we were starting a woman came in with two bowls of Hung Gang=rice vermicelli with an egg on it .  

He ate the egg=seven.  We walked about ten miles and stopped at a village and had another dish of rice vermicelli 

with two eggs on it.  He ate both= nine eggs Mr. Topping ate for breakfast last Monday. 

 You should have seen us as we left Sing Ha.  The members sending us off with fire crackers.  Frank is not 

yet used to them and they were so near they flew all about under his feet.  He just danced for two or three minutes 
with Mr. Topping on his back.  When it finally occurred to him that by going forward he could get away from the 

noise- he just scooted. 

 We reached our next stopping place Siu Lai about 1:45.  This was on the way home toward Diong Loh.  

Going down we had made a detour to stop at Nang Iong.  The last two hours of travel before reaching Siu Lai it 

rained hard and the wind blew right in our faces so hard that it was useless to try to hold an umbrella.  I was wet as a 

rat from my feet nearly to my hips.  The wind blew the flaps of my overcoat about so that the rain got against my 

legs.  My cap was soaked.  But the loads came about 20 minutes after we got to the chapel and I took a good rub, 

put a blanket over my shoulders and was all right.  Just before we reached this village we had to cross a brook some 

4 rods [about 66 feet] wide.  Mr. Topping was waiting for me and said we would both ride over.  I laughed and said 

that little pony could not carry two of us.  But he got off- I jumped into the saddle and he tried to get on behind.  But 

he landed on the ponyôs tail.  The pony tried to kick but with two big men on his back and one of them right on his 
tail, his hind feet did not get very far into the air.  Mr. T had to get off and the next time he landed near the saddle 

and Mr. Frank took us over all right. 

 We had a nice service with over 30 people that afternoon.  Next morning we started for Diong Loh and got 

home a little after 5 oôclock Wed. a.m.   I  stayed and examined Miss Nutting in some language work.  Thursday 

a.m. I walked 8 miles to Iong M??? and took the launch for home- Foochow.  The Diong Loh launch left at 5 a.m.- 

too early. 

 Your letter is with Phebe so I cannot answer it in time.  But it was a very good letter.  9+ [maybe he means 

years in school] shows that you are developing in the use of your mother tongue.  My how would you like to see the 

first letter you ever wrote me.  I have it preserved in my trunk.  Mamaôs description of the task is almost as 

interesting as is the letter.  Gould and Geraldine write as if is was good for them to get home for the few days at 

Christmas. 

 Both the Southern generals have left Foochow.  Hu Cung Do- left the day that I left for Diong Loh.  The 
soldiers are still siezing a few men to carry loads but the streets are again supplied with rickshas and the shops are 

open and in general Foochow appears natural for the first time since last September.   

 Commencement passed off very nicely.  Civil Governor Ling Seng spoke at the exercises. Ten students 

from the middle school course and nineteen from the Higher Primary received diplomas.  We are still buying land 

and houses for enlargement. 

 My 58th birthday was the day I walked in the rain and got wet thru.  I shall remember it a long time.  The 

evening after we returned to Diong Loh the station were invited to dinner at Mr. and Mrs. Hubbards and to my 

complete surprise a cake with birthday candles came on. 

 How you would enjoy the Topping children.  Wilma is a little more than two years old.  Her hair is very 

striking. Mama would have given a good deal to have had a baby with one tenth so many curls.  Her hair is all curls 

and it stands straight up all over her head.  I never saw hair like it.  Her mother cannot brush it down.  Each hair 
seems so full of kinks all the whole length.  The baby is nearly six months old and sleeps from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. 

without disturbing anyone.  A new boyôs school building is going up at Diong Loh and also one at Ing Hok.  The 

new house on the site of the old Gardner house is roofed in so the men need not fear the rain.  The new Womenôs 

Hospital on the land that used to be my garden is just getting the roof on. 



 Every one is very busy planning the work for next year= I mean next Chinese year.  The whole mission is 

$3000  mex. short we have appointed a committee of twenty to raise this here in Foochow.  We shall be on the job 

when this reaches you.  Please all of you pray that the money may come.  I have talked for this method of raising 

money for the work for a long time.  This is the first real attempt that had been made.  I hope it will be successful. 

 China is a much distressed land.  Conditions are as bad as they were under the old monarchy, but she has 

more hope- for there is a deep thirst for knowledge at least for an education and a Christian Education is her only 
hope.  Many mistakes will be made as she changes from chaos to order and many men will be killed, for life is very 

cheap here as any previous letters have shown.  Rattle brained young men and young women will make fools of 

themselves and cause misery.  But out of it all will come a China that will help the world. 

 May God be very good to you all 

    Very lovingly  

     Father 

Iôll look for a burette.   

 

The young man who came with 5 others into my study three weeks ago and demanded that the Foochow College 

students go in a procession to the various officials to demand the stopping of siezing men for carriers shot himself 

last week, accidentally- a good thing for Foochow. 

 
*****  

[This typewritten letter, dated March 2, 1923, was written from Tungchou, China by Mary to the folks. She tells 

about the various people and families of which she is acquainted with. Letter from the collection of Virginia Van 

Andel.] 

         N.C.A.S., March 2, 1923. 

Dear Folks,  

 I know I have been delinquent in writing and fear that another Sunday will pass without a letter. Hence, I 

am writing instead of eating. That is not as bad as it sounds, for I had a most scrumptious tea at 4.00 and only a 

short walk since. 

 Two weeks ago I went to Peking on Saturday afternoon by rickshaw to hear Kathleen Parlow a second 

time. My man was a good one, but 5 miles this side of town he sold me to another fellow. This second was slow- s      
l     o    w. I would have arrived in time for dinner and no concert had not the Gibbs been trying to attend the same 

concert and by auto, not rickshaw. I stayed in for the week end with Jean. We had Alfred Stanley and Margaret 

McCann for Saturday night. We all went to the movies and saw a good story of the Yukon. 

 On Sunday Jean and I went to the hotel for the music. It was an all classical program. A Mr. Ellis, third 

Secretary, just new invited Jean over to hear his new piano, and try it as accompanist to her violin. Paul and I went 

for audience. Mr. Ellis is delightfully Naïve.  

 The Burgess family were down here for two weeks camping out in the one time Howard-Smith house, now 

the N.C.A.S. property. Mr. B. was very ill with something similar to Typhus during the Christmas holidays and the 

doctors forbade him doing any work till after the first of March. Hence the migration of the whole family. I was 

over there for lunch on Washingtonôs birthday, and had the whole family over here for Sunday dinner. Vinton 

developed ear ache, so Stella and the boys made a hasty departure by auto Monday morning.  

 Jean Hunter arrived about 8.39 two weeks ago today. She is a darling. I saw her when four days old. She is 
gaining and Maude is fine. Bobby gets terribly excited when we ask after the Shao baby. Bobby was most ready to 

give us all up as no good. A kite had gotten tangled in the outer branches of one of the trees. It floated most 

delightfully in the wind and was a most desirable plaything. Yet we only tossed him and played get it. He really 

wanted it! 

 The Faculty Entertainment was this last Wednesday night. We had the Chinese Players down. They gave 

four plays, taking about two hours. After the first one, I invited small groups to go behind the scenes and watch the 

man manipulate the figures. It was like a Chinese audience after that with constant going and coming. But the 

children enjoyed it that way, so why object! 

 Jean Josselyn, Minnie Corbett, and Lura Aiken were our only guest this year. As usual several did not even 

reply. Flora can guess one or two names. I think I shall recommend dropping them from our list of patrons.  

 Tuesday evening.  I had a fine time at Tsing Hua, though not a very exciting one. We just talked on 
Saturday eve. They had had ñWay Down Eastò the night before so there were no movies. On Sunday, two people 

from the German Legation were out, Mr. and Mrs. Gipperich. They were very interesting people. He was born out 

here and spoke beautiful English. She was not very fluent. I went to the Heintz for supper. On Monday morning, I 

read in the library all the educational magazines I could find. It was like college days at Columbia. 



 Today Jena was down for her violin lessons. We went for tea at Mrs. Martins, the Alice Huggins and Miss 

Sailor walked down the Tientsin road. I found that Dr. King had arrived by the evening train. She was expected last 

Friday, but bandits had fired on the outgoing auto so the autos were not running. The trouble proved short lived. 

 I have much work and several business letters, so must turn to those.   

     Lots of love. 

      Mary. 
 

*****  

[This letter dated March 2, 1923 was written from Foochow, China by Charles M. Neely to Willard.  Charles M. 

Neely writes to Willard in praise of Willardôs daughter Phebe and her work as a missionary. Original letter is in the 

archives of Oberlin College.] 

 

 
 
        Mar. 2, 1923 

Dear Dr. Beard; 

 Iôve just been writing a note to Phoebe to thank her for her help in the Conference and it struck me you 

might be interested to hear how much help she was and how sincerely I appreciated having her.  I couldnôt visit the 

Bible classes but I know Phoebe led hers well and that the girls enjoyed their discussion hours greatly. They said so. 

 And then, you know, Phoebe stepped into the gap that was left when the music director got stuck in Amoy 

and couldnôt come. 

 Iôve got the world more or less roughly divided into two classes- the people who give you a pull down as 

you touch and those who give you a lift and certainly Phoebe is one of the latter. 

   Sincerely- 

    Charles M. Neely. 
 

*****  

[This letter dated March 5, 1923 was written from Foochow, China by Phebe to Ellen.  Phebe talks about working 

with and being inspired by some Chinese ladies.  She is enjoying the start of spring and her work in the church with 

Easter preparations. Original letter is in the archives of Oberlin College.] 

         Foochow, China. 

          March 5, 1923. 

My own darling Mother, 

 Later and later it has got and I have not written you to greet you on your own day, the 29th of this lovely 

spring month as it is with us.  This note brings you my warmest love, and special birthday wishes.  May the year 

that starts for you on that day lead you forthwith new fields of usefulness, a new start in learning-for we are not 

happy unless we grow and learn, and all the happiness and inspiration of knowing yourself needed by and useful to 
many loved ones and friends.  If Mrs. Cong and many others here knew I was writing they would ask me to say 

Gung- Li for your birthday, for they often ask for you and ask me to send their greetings.  I think it would please 

them to get a word from you some time. 

 Since I wrote you last I have had a very rich and beautiful experience.  During the week of Feb. 19 I was 

with the Y.W. Conference at Sing Ding School.  Living so intimately with the secretaries, the three English ladies 

there, and Anne Kentfield was a privilege.  But working with and having two Chinese ladies from the Peking and 

Shanghai association was an inspiration.  They are every bit as fine as we are, and it gives me fresh courage to try to 

see in my girls here the kind of women they were, the contact with the girls, the use of Chinese in the discussion 

group on Christianizing Relationships, and the responsiveness of the girls were all a very happy education to me. 

 Isnôt it wonderful that Easter comes in the spring?  I have been sleeping on the porch with Miss Pike, and 

every morn we are wakened by the óChinese Robinsô wide rollicking repertories and other bird calls.  Each day sees 
new growth in the leaf buds on the old trees in front of our new house, and the sun rises earlier each day.  Some 

days bring a warm damp earthy smell that intoxicates me with joy.  And sometimes as I sit in chapel I look thru the 



window at a curtain of green leaves and grown trunks and the sun shining thru the swaying leaves is enchanting.  

What little things bring joy or sorrow! 

 I am doing evangelistic work at Sang Bo with the Bible woman and our girls who go there to help on 

Sunday.  We are doing intensive education on Easter and its story for the next month.  After a Sat. afternoon of 

calling revealed discouraging ignorance and indifference in church members, it was very reassuring to see the 

turnout we had Sunday A.M.  Nearly all were men and women as opposed to mostly children at other times.  And 
when Mr. Goertz preached a short sermon after the pastors, the audience was most attentive.  Pray that I may be 

sensitive to the needs of other people, to suggestions sent by God and to His influence in this work. 

 My Easter Greetings to all the family.  I hope you are all well and are not over working.  When you get this 

all the glory of spring will be bursting about you.  I can almost feel it! 

 Tell each of the girls to give you a big hug and birthday kiss for me, and Gould too if he is there.  How Iôd 

like to do it myself!  Listen to the Easter music for me, too.  Iôll be teaching the Hallelujah Chorus and the Easter 

piece for our concert here this next month. 

   Very much love from your oldest, 

     Phebe. 

 

*****  

[This typewritten letter, dated March 18, 1923, was written from Tungchou, China by Mary to the folks at home. 
She found one of her teachers smoking in the building late at night. She inquires about the rumors that she has 

heard about Flora not planning on returning to China. Letter from the collection of Virginia Van Andel.] 

 

          March 18, 1923. 

Dear Folks at Home, 

 Phebeôs letter mailed the 13 of Feb. reached me the 8th of March. Mothers, mailed the 6th was two days 

later in reaching me. Such is the irregularity of the mails.  

 Yes Mother, the pipes all got fixed, and very quickly for this country. There are some leaks yet, but 

nothing serious. Finally, I had a stove put in the chapel; we were paying out 10.00 per week for oil for heating. We 

still pay out a lot, as the Menzis use the oil heater most of the time. Last week the servants used all the oil in five 

days that usually lasts seven. I made a terrible row about it, and now they want me to watch every move. I say no, 
either they can be trusted within limits, or we can not use them. I was done up with a bad headache and fever to 

101.6 for three days so did not watch as closely as usual. I do not feel like trying it though, either physically or 

otherwise. 

 Alfred Stanley is to get up tomorrow for the first time. He had the scarlet fever lightly and was over the 

worst before we knew what it was. Jack West is down with a bad sore throat, but so far no rash has appeared. There 

are no other suspects. Mrs. Stanley was here for three days but went home. She may return when the nurse leaves 

and it gets lonesome for Alfred. 

 Several times lately I have been wakened by a strong odor of tobacco. Once I went down stairs and all 

seemed serene. The servants were all in bed so was everyone else. A week ago, it happened again. I had been in bed 

for most of the last four days and was too weary to go investigate. Last night I went down, Miss Carlyle it seems 

indulges, ñlate at night, so what difference does it makeò. I asked her to please go out doors hereafter, not smoke in 

the house. She has decided not to return for another year and is evidently going to be as reckless as she pleases. I 
thought Miss Muir was indulging too, but she was not. She is a most capable woman, but spoiled by her life 

overseas or else naturally unprincipaled. 

 What fun to have a family party on Mothers birthday. I should have liked to have been there. I am glad 

Mother is keeping the colored set, it is more unique. If you can sell the other for anything over $8.00 I shall make 

my usual allowance on it. If that is too much, get what you can. Do you want such things to sell? I can buy as men 

come around, if you do, or get in Peking. 

 How hard for Nellie and Hattie, to have Frank [cousin-in-law, Frank Ernest Blakeman, husband of Nellie 

Elizabeth Beard] taken. And how hard to have to see him suffer so. Leaks of the heart are not always fatal. Bergen 

Stelle has a rather bad one. To be sure, it is a constant source of worry. He is still in bed with a cold that would 

hardly have bothered the rest of us. He runs a low fever every day. Mrs. Stelle and Clarkson are going home with 

Bergen this summer. Mrs. Stelle says that she could not be happy nor could Mr. Stelle to let him go alone, after this 
siege. 

 Monday A.M.  Mr. Bentley preached for us yesterday. The children volunteered remarks on his sermon 

and every one was impressed with it. He used the story of Micaiah, II Chronicles, 18, and brought home the lesson 

of doing ones duty, hard though it be and against popular feeling. 



 We have had good rains right along and the country side is all plowed and partly planted. Miss Ingram, 

Miss Burgess and I are going to take our tea and walk off somewhere this afternoon. She has a class till 3.15, so we 

have gotten the tea things and will meet her at the Academy. My lunch box that Miss Bostwick gave me is being 

used. It is so warm that one hardly needs a sweater even. 

 What do the rumors about Floraôs not returning mean? Are they true or only rumors? I think that I wrote 

that Miss Smith had proved most satisfactory. Mrs. Evans is giving a course in History that she is working up for 
the little folks, and I get glowing accounts of it. She is writing it in the form of a scroll, beautifully illustrated, and it 

fascinates the children. Also they get the facts and retain them. 

 There is a fad for Womens papers here. One has started in Shanghai and one in Tientsin. 

  

March 23  I am going to make an end of this letter and get it on its way. All the children were off yesterday 

morning. The Shantung crowd traveled on the new steel train and were most delighted. It has compartments even on 

3rd class. There are three berths on each side, and the seats are leather. It was most clean and unscratched as yet. In 

the day time each compartment is supposed to hold eight. Our party was just sixteen. 

 There are seven of us here, not counting, the scarlet fever patient and the gastritis patient. Both are most 

well. Philip will probably be out next week but Alfred has to do most of his pealing yet. We seven are planning for 

the hills next Thursday to stay till Monday. We go to Tan Che SSu, that being the one place to which no one of the 

party has even been. We read Juliet Bredon on the place[porch?] last night, to the enjoyment of all. 
 I am going up tomorrow to attend the College club also to hear the Persian Garden, on Monday. I am 

staying with Cleora at Teng Shih Kou. I have been to Jeans every time this winter, because she has been here and 

given the invitation personally. 

 We are having guests this evening. The dining room is too full to have much company in term time. We 

will have to improve the few days we are here, if we get around. 

 Last Sunday Mr. Luders and two friends were here and accepted my invitation to stay for lunch. I got a 

thank you note and a check for $50.00 two days later. It pays to entertain, at that rate. 

    With lots of love, 

      Mary. 

 

*****  
[This letter dated March 18, 1923 was written from Foochow, China by Willard to Marjorie. He tells her about 

seven Chinese men who wanted to join the church and the superstitions of the boatmen.  He talks about his chickens 

and the children living in the compound.  Willard has some issues with some property he bought with graves on it.  

He laments over the current political situation and the abuse of soldiers and the poor by the militarists. Original 

letter is in the archives of Oberlin College.] 

 

American Board Mission 

Foochow, China 

 

      March 18, 1923 

Dear Marjorie;- 

 It must be your turn to get the letter this week.  Last week I wrote to Gould, and asked him to send it to 
Oberlin. 

 Today has been much like a day in May at home.  The sun has shone all day but not hot and bright.  There 

has been a dampness in the air that has made me wear an overcoat all day.  This morning I went to the Upper Bridge 

to church.  There were seven men-learners who were thinking of joining the church.  We talked with them and 

admitted three.  One of these was an old man 74 years old.  His two sons were already members.  Another was a 

young man whose brother has been a Christian School teacher in our mission for several years.  The third was a near 

relative of a teacher in Trinity College.  There were two others pretty ming bek. (Do you know that means?  Ask 

Mama).  But they were boatmen and knew no character and had not been learners very long.  One was about fifty 

years old and ran his boat with a crew of ten between Foochow and Upper Bridge and Kienning here, - where 

Archdeacon Phillips lives.  The pastor = Ung Huai In and the church members were afraid he did not know quite 

enough of the Truth to join the church yet.  There is very much idolatry and superstition connected with a boat 
captainôs life.  He must burn incense and shoot off the tripod when he starts up river, and he must go to the temples 

built near the bad rapids to burn paper and incense to the idols to propitiate them so his boat will not be wrecked.  It 

takes a very earnest boatman not to have anything to do with idolatry. 



 After admitting these three men four little babies were Baptized.  One was a two month old son of pastor 

Huai Li,- one was a four month old grandson of his,- the little boy of his oldest daughter who I married a little over 

a year ago.  She was one of Phebeôs pupils at Ponasang. 

 Yesterday Mr. St. Clair and I started at 12:15 for Kuliang.  It was very cloudy and almost raining, so we 

went prepared for rain.  We took rickshas to Deuk Sei, half way across the plain, walked to Huang Sei the last 

village before you reach the foot of Kuliang, took chairs from there to the foot and walked up.  I went specially to 
look at Miss Toddôs cottage and at Mr. Belchers.  Mr. and Mrs. Storrs want Miss Toddôs cottage.  Mr. Newell I 

think has bought Mr. Belcherôs ï for an investment.  We walked all the way down and across the plain to East gate 

where we found rickshas.  I stopped at Deuk Sei to see some little chicks that were just hatching.  I gave the eggs to 

Nuik Ciu the Christian fruit and vegetable man to set under his hen.  I found 12 or 13 hatched out.  He is to bring 

them to me tomorrow.  Then I shall have a regular chore night and morning to feed and care for them.  I have now 

seven hens and one rooster over in my old chicken house.  This month thus far I have brought in 82 eggs.  I received 

3 cents a piece for them. 

 Mr. Munson is very much better.  He has been down stairs now for three of four days.  They plan to sail 

from Shanghai early in April. 

 Mrs. Cong asks me over and over to remember her to Mamma.  She thinks a great deal of Mama and tells 

me that Mama loved her very much. 

 The compound is quite lively with children these days.  Mrs. Rogers Ellen, Mrs. Legerôs Margaret, Barbara 
and Robert, Mrs. Dumasonôs Paul and Marian, Mrs. St. Clairôs Betty.  These are playing together all over the yard.  

They have a slide in the corner of the terrace near the big rock,- the other side of the walk, and they enjoy it hugely.  

They slide down one at a time or two or three at a time and sometimes on top of another.  Betty has a doll as large as 

a new born baby.  Ellen is crazy to get it and shows much ingenuity in making plans to get Betty out of the way so 

she can play with the doll.  For several days Betty was out doors with the other children in the morning.  Ellen 

quietly slipped into the house, found the doll and played all alone with it for an hour or more.  But one day Betty did 

not go out and was playing with the doll herself. Ellen came in and saw the condition of things and asked Mrs. St. 

Clair to send Betty out to play.  Mrs. St. Clair said no Betty could stay in doors then what do you suppose- Ellen got 

to work to induce Betty to go out and she got her out and playing with the others, then she slipped quietly in and got 

the doll and played with it all alone. 

 My sheets have gotten beyond mending.  For several months they have been pretty easily torn.  I hoped to 
get some from Miss Garretsonôs sale but someone else got them all.  Phebe found just five yards of sheeting at Heng 

Sings 91 inches wide ï five yards will make me two good sheets and enough to last me a long time.  I did not 

suppose that wide sheeting could be found in Foochow and I had told Phebe to buy some cotton cloth of suitable 

quality and I would have two widths sewed together. 

 I wish some of you would order for me the renewal of the Oberlin Alumni Magazine.  If you, any of you, 

care to see it.  Have it sent to you and you send it on to me.  A week or two in my receiving it will make no 

difference.  I will send you the next money I get from Mr. Bidwell. 

 I see by the Sentinel that cousin Frank Blakeman [Judge Frank E. Blakeman, spouse of Willard Beardôs 

cousin, Nellie Beard Blakeman] was very ill in Hartford, Conn. and little hope was held out for his recovery [Judge 

Blakemen died around the time this letter was written].  I wonder if Dr. Leonardôs death will effect you- some of 

you used to help Mrs. Leonard I think. 

 I am having a very anxious time just now over the purchase of some land with graves on it between the 
West Gate and the Upper Bridge.  The graves are over half out.  Someone had entered an accusation against the 

villagers who sold and one has been arrested and trouble is being made.  I have to find a place for the men to stay.  

Itôs no fun.  The land is being bought for the union Normal and Middle School- of which Mr. Newell is in charge 

with Mr. Billing. 

 510 boys are registered in Foochow College- about ten have been turned away- four arrived from sustain 

Friday and are waiting till tomorrows faculty meeting to see if they can enter.  Thus far the faculty are working 

together finely. 

 Political conditions are still unsettled.  Selfishness is the rule all over.  Report says that a General Song is 

coming down overland from Shaowu, Kienning, Yon Bing, Ciu Kau to Foochow about 40,000 soldiers to take 

Foochow for the North again.  I cry out, How long O Lord, how long , must these poor people be thus oppressed 

plundered and killed to allow a few ambitious militarists to play at getting power for themselves.  They are using 
soldiers and the poor just about as one used sticks of wood- to make a fire- to make furniture or anything that he 

wishes- I just heard yesterday that a poor fellow- member of Lau Memorial church, who was seized to carry loads 

for the southern army when they left the last of January- could not stand the hard work and the cold and snow up 

country and died.  This is the fate of many. 



 I saw Phebe only twice last week.  She was here last Wed. evening when I came home from a wedding at 

9:30 pm.  I walked out to Ponasang with her.  She was looking very well.  Iôll enclose a letter from Mrs. Neely that 

will please you all- specially Mama.  

 May God daily become to each of you more real and may He give each of you more power daily to live a 

forgoing life filled with good-will for every one. 

   Very lovingly, 
    Father. 

 

*****  

[This letter dated March 31, 1923 was written from Foochow, China by Willard to Dorothy.  He tells Dorothy of his 

pride in her and Phebe. Life feels cheap to him in China since the October war.  The letter is finished on Easter 

Day. Original letter is in the archives of Oberlin College.] 

         Foochow, China 

         March 31st 1923 

Dear Dorothy;- 

 You will receive a shock to get a letter in reply to yours so soon.  But I see by my register that I have 

addressed the others since I have you.  Your letter has a good ring to it, - as if life had in it much that was worth 

while for you, and so if you looked forward into the future with pleasant anticipation.  Such an attitude of mind 
spells success.  I congratulate you on the choice the Baldwin girls made of their representatives in the social 

functions.  Of course way off here in China it cannot hurt you if I feel a little bit proud.  Just as I do when Phebe is 

chosen for some important duty and when she accepts and performs it so quietly, so unostentatiously and so 

efficiently.  In the Easter Concert, she has had the entire training of the Wen Shan girls and she has had quite a bit of 

responsibility in the full charms all of which she has done admirably.  She is making very pleasing progress in the 

Chinese character.  I think I wrote of how she filled in the breach for music in the Y.W. Conference. 

 I wrote about the experiences of Mr. and Mrs. Christian on their way down river from Shaowu.  He has 

written out the account and has given me three copies.  I am enclosing one.  Could you let Gould and Geraldine see 

it and then send it to Aunt Etta and Aunt Emma.  I will send a copy to Shelton.  We all feel with them that Godôs 

protecting care was about them in this danger. 

 Life seems very cheap here- has seemed so since the war last Oct.  Yesterday a man from Kucheng, and 
army officer- who had been in Foochow for about two weeks, living a very fast life = with wine, and women, and 

cards and gambling, went into the city from South Side to see the Military General to get him to act as 

generalissimo in the Y.M.C.A. Campaign for members.  His name was Ciu.  He himself was leader of one of the 

teams.  He succeeded in getting General ???ôs consent to be generalissimo.  While riding in his rickshaw near the 

electric light works an unknown man shot him thru the head and also thru the body and got away.  He was taken to a 

Japanese Hospital nearby.  Mr. Cio Lik Daik was a close friend of his.  Mr. Cio had after urged him to give up his 

fast life.  Mr. Cio went to call on him at 8 oôclock last evening.  He was rational and told Mr. Cio that he had been a 

very wicked man and that if he had listened to and obeyed him he would not have been shot.  He asked Mr. Cio to 

pray for him. Only a half hour or so after Mr. Cio left he died. 

 Sunday p.m. - This is a lonely Easter day.  This morning I went to Iong Gio Haeng.  They have about 100 

boys and girls there in Kindergarten, and boys and girls day schools.  Each child was given a national flag and the 

procession marched into church and for an hour the children, their teachers and four or five Foochow College 
Students had a nice Easter service.  Then the children marched out with their flags to the tune of Onward Christian 

Soldiers.  They found it as difficult to keep in time singing as the Oberlin Choir used to in their recessional.  But the 

whole was done by the Chinese themselves- and done very nicely. 

 I see Talcott and Baldwin this afternoon filled with girls in Easter dresses.  When I was in College the girls 

could not leave the boundary hedges, - except as they went out to service.  You are taking your afternoon nap and 

doing your work I see no harm at all in the work you mention.  You free others for different kind of service.  It is 

interesting to see the different ideas about keeping Sunday and other Holy Days.  On Good Friday we suspended 

classes and held a service in the morning and told the boys not to play games at all during the day.  You may 

imagine what the foreign teachers thought when in the afternoon they saw the foreign men playing tennis.  I deplore 

more that hard feelings and ill exhibited in these matters than I do the things that are done.  Why is it that people 

show so much heat that sometimes grows into anger when they talk about the best way in which to foster the true 
relations with God?  I am getting to try to let others have much liberty in thought and action, for it seems to me that 

the whole world needs the forgiving spirit and good-will that Jesus came to help men understand and to get. 

 Am I right in thinking that you will go thru the forms of graduating next June but will take further study 

until June 1924 when you will actually get your sheepskin? 



 Phebe and I plan to go buying jade and perhaps other things tomorrow p.m. after the Easter Concert.  May 

God give you all, the best things, and help you to receive and use them to make people happier. 

    Very lovingly  Father 

 

 

I sent you four tins of tea about a month ago. 
 

*****  

[This letter, dated April 1, 1923, was written from Tan Che Ssu, China by Mary to the home folk. She and others are 

taking a brief vacation to see some temples. Letter from the collection of Virginia Van Andel.] 

        Tan Che Ssu 

        Easter Sunday- 

        [April 1, 1923] 

 

 Yes, once again I am off with a party of left over children for a bit of vacation. We are eight, Miss Burgess, 

the two West children, Mary MacKnight (11 yrs), Charles Leonard (11 yrs), Clarkson Stelle and Lyman Martins. 

We came up Thursday. On Friday it took all day to see this temple and the outlying little ones. One contains an 

effigy of a priest in the depths of a cave. Yesterday we went over to Chick Tai Ssu, the second largest temple out 
here. Tan Che Ssu is the largest and oldest and to my mind the most interesting. Today we have lain about camp and 

the children have played tricks. First I appeared to myself in my khaki skirt, soiled middy, pink hat and high brown 

shoes. Then Miss Burgess the 2nd came out. I went to my room for something and found my pillow and night 

clothes put to bed as a huge baby. 

 We have a court to ourselves now but have had two sets of neighbors, one Danish and the other Russian. 

At least two other parties were here last night. It is a large place. I had my fortune told this morning by pulling a 

stick from a bunch which I shook according to custom. I am to be rich, prosperous, ?? for and go to Heaven. 

Salvation for two targyees[a type of coin?] !! 

 We left two boys behind, Alfred Stanley is still in quarantine for Scarlet Fever. Philip Newton overate 

when out at Scout Camp and has been in bed with inflammation of his digestive tract ever since. I left most careful 

instructions as to diet with Chin Shuh Fu and one official boy in charge. Doctor Love said there was nothing but 
time and careful diet needed. He got in a hurry to get well and ate everything sent up, perhaps even ordered some 

and so stays in bed longer. He runs a slight temperature, 100 or less, most of the time. 

 Mr. and Mrs. Menzi were at the Halls with the Fenns and were to stay at Kou Lau Tsi with them till they 

should be off to the Great Wall with the Longs this week-end. We get back Monday evening and I spend the two 

days making every body work cleaning house. Mrs. Gordon started the custom at Christmas of locking all the 

dormitory doors so the servants are scared to be left with the place unlocked. I was sorry, for I prefer the old 

method. 

 I sent off 3 packages just before coming up. Iôll have to send prices later as I have not the lists here. Iôll 

also send again costs of Miss Brewsterôs things as a letter is evidently lost. 

    Lots of love 

     Mary.  

  
**** * 

[This typewritten letter, dated April 14, 1923, was written from Tungchou, China by Mary to the home folk. Mary 

had a good trip to Tan Che Ssu. She gives prices for some Chinese merchandise she mailed. Letter from the 

collection of Virginia Van Andel.] 

 

NORTH CHINA AMERCIAN SCHOOL 
TUNGHSIEN, PEKING, CHINA. 

------------------------------- 

          April 14, 1923. 

Dear Home Folk, 

 Having written several school invitations on my best note paper, I think the school can save me steps and 

furnish a sheet of her paper to write home on. My last letter was written from Tan Che Ssu. We did have a good 

time in spite of the few difficulties. And everyone is the better for the trip. Our train coming in from Men Tou Kou 

was half an hour late, so we had a rush to get the train for Tungchow. We did it, but had to leave all the baggage for 

Fu Kuei to bring. He waited for the round the city train and came as far as Che Hwa Men. From there he got 



rickshaws because he was unable to get a cart as we hoped. He got in about 8.00. Mrs. Gordon had gone to Mooreôs 

and had expected to get back Friday. She was ill so we were the first back. The invalids were less of invalids and the 

servants had proved faithful to the trust at least as far as Philipôs diet was concerned. That was the most important 

bit of care they needed. 

 Dr. Love says that Phil has had a light attack of typhoid. He has been in bed a month. He is up in his room 

every day now but not dressed as it is easier to keep him in that way. Flora can tell you Doctors trick of doing that. 
Alfred Stanley is still pealing. I study with him occasionally by sitting outside the window or several feet away.  

 Last Monday about 50 of us went in to a lecture by Dr. Morris, Chief Geologist of Roy Chapman 

Andrewôs expedition into Mongolia. The lecture was given under the auspices of the Peking American School and 

we were their guests.  

 On Tuesday evening, Mrs. Wilson, Mr. Walker, Dr. Waddell, and Miss Aiken came down and gave us a 

concert. It was most excellent, and well appreciated even if some of the little folk did get sleepy. 

  

Monday Morning.  At last another home letter. The last came just before vacation. That told of Frankôs serious 

illness, this of his death. I wrote Hattie from the Hills. It was a good place to find some especially interesting things 

to tell of.  

 I have not been able to find the account of the packages I mailed before the Hills trip. I know that there was 

a long white carved chain for 3.25, a shorter white carved chain (rosettes on the sides) for 2.50. Do not hope for 
more of the last, for I, so far, have seen none. 

  1 pink glass chain for 2.50 

  1 brown carved seeds for 7.00 

  bunnies and humpty-dumpties for about 40 cents each 

  1 short lavender tiny bead chain for 1.00 

  2 bib, doily and napkin ring to match, for child for 1.50 each. 

   (Alice has cuter ones now with Chinese figures on them) 

 

 If there were other things, please appraise them for me. I shall find the list sometime, but    -when? 

 Miss Brewsters center piece I valued at 6.00 gold. That is cheaper than I would go to the trouble it was for 

anyone else. But I can not duplicate it anyway as the delay on that was because the people have given up making 
that pattern and had to hunt long to find a woman who knew how to make it. Another like it would be 10.00 or 

12.00. 

 I will get Floras pieces of turquoise matrix some day. I have been everywhere but to Tiffanyôs and can not 

find the ones with the gold in them. Jerry sent me a whole envelope full, but not with the gold. 

 To make the long chain of white, I had to get two chains and restring them, hence the higher price. I bought 

some lace the other day. I will send some as soon as I can get time to wrap it. That may be dutiable, if so the duty is 

high. I sent in small packages to save export duty, and postage, also the probability of import duty. Have you had to 

pay anything? 

 Yes I recognize the contents of the boxes. The silver slide is a gentlemans belt buckle, intended for Wells, 

if you think best. You probably got a letter soon after the packages for I sent one, telling of the contents. 

 We are having another good rain. It was much needed, in spite of the earlier ones. This will hustle things 

along. Violets, Foxgloves, dandelion, vatch and the relatives of the Forget me nots are getting thick. 
 My neighbors are in bed and I must stop this noise so they may go to sleep. 

 Mrs. Menzi is in bed again. It seems to be a sort of indigestion and she can eat but little. Dr. is a little afraid 

of mild typhoidas with Philip Newton. I surely hope not.  

 I am wonderfully well, in spite of hard work. I had to take week end duty this week as Miss Carlyle went to 

Peking Friday night and telephoned that she would not be back. 

[The following is hand written:] 

 I went and watched Caroline have her bath a week ago last Sunday. She is beginning to be afraid of 

strangers and I see too little of her not to be a stranger. Yesterday, I watched Jean Hunter. She is a darling, just 

beginning to take notice. Bobby adores her but is inclined to be a bit rough. 

 I plan to be with Willard and Phebe this summer. For how long Iôll decide later. As far as I can see, Iôll 

only be needed to close things up. 
    Lots of love 

     Mary. 

Phebe is it not about time to deposit $10.00 of the univ[?] fund to ??? 

 



Hope Mother is fully revived long ere this reaches you. 

 

Thanks to you and Miss Brewster for all the papers. 

 

**** * 

[This typewritten letter, dated April 29, 1923, was written from Tungchou, China by Mary to the home folk. She took 
the younger Campfire Girls on an outing. There was another house fire in the compound. She gives an update of the 

co-workers and acquaintances. Letter from the collection of Virginia Van Andel.] 

 

         N.C.A.S., April 29, 1923. 

Dear Home Folk, 

 Phebeôs letter and the ones from Pearl River came yesterday. I was off with the Camp Fire girls to help 

them get the Honor of identifying 15 trees. We went beyond that and did 25. They can not get the next 10 though, 

for I have found only 2 more, on the campus. 

 Phebeôs reference to finance in the church reminds me that I have forgotten to ask you to give $5.00 to the 

church for me. Take it from what you are getting from the sale of the things I am sending. There was nearly that 

amount left after the last deposit of which you wrote. 40 cents for the lock is O.K. I forget what I did pay for it, but 

not more than 30 cents silver at the most. 
 May 6.  Guess  what my latest fad is? I have handed over to the other office my allowance accounts, which 

Miss Muir has wanted all along, but I would not give over because she groaned so over what she already had. Also I 

have systematized my store so it takes less time. Further William Cochran left last week so I do not have the three 

periods a week with him. Does not that sound as though I needed more to do? I thought so (in fact I planned to 

make it seem so) hence I am starting the ñtalked ofò picnics with the Camp Fire girls. Last Saturday, the 28th we all 

went out for picnic lunch and afterward spent the afternoon identifying 25 trees as I wrote above. The boys had 

gone by the noon train for the week end, and the girls had hoped to go too, but Miss Bailey could not get off. This 

was their consolation party.  

 
This is probably a photo of Mary and her Camp Fire Girls getting ready to go on a picnic.  Mary is at the far right of 

the photo. 

[Photo from a negative in the collection of Virginia Van Andel.] 



On Wednesday night I took the ñBrowniesò out. They are the girls in training for Camp Fire but now too young. On 

Friday a squad of five and I went out. We told Chinese folk tales for entertainment and thereby each girl won an 

honor. Also two girls fried their eggs on a stone and won a second. Marjorie Maxwell, the leader of the squad, won 

an honor by planning and carrying out the picnic. This coming Thursday another squad goes out. We have much 

fun, get acquainted, win honors and work off that superfluous energy that comes with the spring days. I wish that 

Flora could have seen Marjorie manage that picnic! She was efficiency itself, calm self contained and most 
considerate of the girls and myself. It was Marjorie who took a torch and made sure that nothing was left behind. It 

was she who rescued the things when a coolie kept hanging around as though there might be something he could 

pick up. She is coming out this year and showing the fruits of the much thought and worry put on her. I shall never 

get over the miracle of it, even though every year in my teaching in boarding school I have seen it happen to one or 

more girls! 

 Last Monday afternoon, Miss Burgess and I went into Peking. We shopped hard till 3.00 then went to Jean 

Josselynôs and rested till four. She had a committee meeting on, so we again started out for shopping. We were 

staying up to attend the College Club play, The Dover Road, by Milne. It was one funny thing after another till we 

came away with our sides aching. I had just gotten Phebeôs letter asking for the things for Miss Brewster, Cora and 

others. I think I have in hand everything ordered except one or two which I had sent earlier on a venture. I enclose a 

list of the contents of 7 parcels. Two went yesterday, the others are waiting for the outer wrappers. 

 Dr. Wilder gave us a very good sermon today, on ñInspiration and Revelation.ò He took the first five 
verses of the Bible for his text and showed how modern science had confirmed the story of the creation not 

discredited it. 

 We had the Stelles, Mrs. Sheffield, Mrs. Young and Dr. Wilder as guests tonight. Afterward Miss Young 

had planned a musical evening. Several of the boys played, Mrs. Hunter came over and sang, Miss Young herself 

had just started to play the ñLargoò when Mrs. Gordon opened the door and announced casually ñDr. Smithôs house 

is on fireò. We ran! But we arrived just after the flame was flooded out. Auntie Ming was taking a bath and had left 

the lamp lighted in her room. What happened will never be known. Two of the Academy boys were walking by and 

saw the flames in the upstairs room. They tried the doors but they were locked. That Korean fellow who is so great 

an athlete and who won over half the points in a triangular meet himself, was one of the boys. He climbed up the 

side of the house and in the window. The casing was locked so he broke the window. The revolving bookcase and 

the books are ruined. The floor is badly burned under where the case stood. Fortunately the curtains had not caught 
so the fire was closely confined to the one corner. The house was still full of smoke, but there was no danger, when 

we left. The mattress was burned on one corner and the rug damaged. 

 Did I write that Miss Young had word several weeks ago of her fatherôs death? Her mother is planning to 

stay out now till the end of the summer at least and may stay longer. The Fiskins are probably taking the Stelle 

house for next year. Captain Fiskin has the year for study, and they feel that this would be a fine place for the three 

children. Mr. Stelle will make his headquarters in Peking for the year. Mrs. Stelle and the boys leave in July. 

 Alice Huggins has just had word that the steamer on which she was to sail is taken off. She is out of a 

sailing, so are a lot of other folk as Mr. McCann had booked a crowd to go together. 

 Margaret Smith still writes as thought she were planning to stay home indefinitely. The people are hoping 

that when she gets word that Mrs. Stelle is going she will decide that her family can get along and she can return. 

Her father has remarried, and that may make a difference, provided the new mother and the wayward brother prove 

agreeable to each other. Miss Moody, new this year, has definitely been located here for next year, to help look after 
the schools. She is of the famous Moody family and very charming. Miss Dizney has been granted for the year at 

least for the hospital. Dr. Love has two women nurses (Chinese) now and has begun to take out patients. One day 

Miss Liu officiated at a birth in the hospital and at the same time the other nurse was out on a case in the village. 

There was not ten minutes difference in the time of arrival of the two infants. Neither nurse called the doctor. It is a 

triumph to have a nurse called here.  

 Dr. Love has a hospital baby now. Perhaps Flora will recall the half starved infant in the Station Class last 

year, a child of over a year which was listless and weighed barely as much as when born. The same babe appeared 

this year, no heavier, perfectly listless, helpless as a new born infant, yet nearly two years old. The mother had died 

when the child was born, a relative had taken it and begrudged the food it ate. She had given it away and it was the 

third woman who had it. She has been in the hospital three months now, and has gained several pounds, two the first 

week, has one continuous smile and is much beloved by both the nurses. She is sitting up and playing and no longer 
keeps her hands where they are put. 

 ñFour Chickensò was back for a call en route for Mongolia the other day. He was very much dressed up 

and was acting as interpreter for some well to do Chinese, was to travel by private auto and in style. Such is the way 

of the best servants. 



 I have had two books from Miss Brewster lately. The last I have let Jean have the first reading of, as I 

knew I should not get at it for several days or possible weeks. I plan now to save them for summer. I had to inquire 

what ñin cameraò meant. Jean, the diplomatôs wife, knew.  

     Lots of love 

      Mary 

I am anxious to hear again about Cousin Carrie. I do hope Elizabeth got rested and is better. I may be en route home 
a year from the time you get this.   Mary. 

 

Do you know if Joel and Grace Beard of Saybrook ever received the luncheon set I sent? I never had any word from 

them. 

 

*****  

[This letter dated May 20, 1923 was written from Foochow, China by Phebe to Ellen. Students paraded around 

town on the Day of Shame for three hours and held a patriotic program in the evening. Three armies are on their 

way to Foochow from the south but they donôt know if there will be fighting. Original letter is in the archives of 

Oberlin College.] 

        Foochow, China. 

        May 20, 1923 
Dearest Mother, 

 These last months I donôt recognize myself as a correspondent.  I am so delinquent.  Just a week ago I got a 

dandy letter from Marjorie and from Dot, too, and it put Father and me into fine spirits.  Even if Mr. Goddard says I 

am the only one of my family that canôt manage things, I am proud of my sisters who can. 

 Mr. Goddard has been here over two weeks and left today with the Legers.  He is rather strange and is 

beginning to show his age, I think- trembling, etc.  He is a good thinker, but there is something not reassuring about 

him, that I donôt remember before at all.  Just as I wrote Geraldine the last time, Mrs. Warner and her husband were 

here.  They made their headquarters with us in our new house with unfinished walls; but we saw them only at 

breakfast and after 10 P.M.  Tho Mrs. W. was not strong nor fond of walking; they saw most of the essential things 

about Foochow, even the work of other missions.  Mr. Warner had a little movie machine, and a chromotone 

Camera, so he took movies of several things.  Father and I were reception committee, and enjoyed the time together 
and with the Warnerôs.  Their boat got in so late that we stayed at the Gilletteôs over night, coming up on his launch 

specially next day.  We love Mrs. Warner!  She is such and all-round woman, so strong and sensible, with no 

sneaking behind the back-talking.  Everything is in the open, whether it is hard or easy to say; and always fair.  At 

Dingloh they had half a week with two good sunny days.  Just as they came, there was some trouble with the ricksha 

men so we had to hire private ones to be sure of having conveyance when we wanted it. 

 

 
 I have been preparing the girls to sing at an entertainment the Y.M.C.A. was to put on, for the last three 

weeks.  It was to have been on the night before the day of shame and the Y.W. School Students decided it ought not 

to be, so threatened to stop it.  The Y.W. girls were also to give a little play that night.  The students came in and 



took the best seats, which were reserved that night for the members, as the occasion was part of the Annual 

Membership Campaign.  Mr. Cio went in to ask them to leave and had just about succeeded, when in stormed some 

outside boys who are stirring up things in town, and started a row.  Mr. McConnell tried to lead the boys out, and 

received a rain of chairs.  No program came off, and the Y.W. girls were safely sent away.  That made us doubt 

about the propriety of our girls going over.  We withdrew, and I think no program took place. 

 On the Day of Shame the students all paraded for three hours round town.  They were quiet and orderly but 
as it was a hot day many were sick or overcome on the way by the heat.  Our girls made flags and had a patriotic 

program here in the P.M.  They told about the River Conservancy, material that Mr. West had given the week before 

at Anti Cob- a very instructive evening with reflected pictures.  Two of the girls also gave a short play showing how 

they could buy patriotic made-in-China things of all sorts and just as good as those they got from Japan.  The 

student organization (ñarricyò)[?] is kicking up a row on the boycott point, so that was important that day.  Last 

Friday the student Assembly, a good organization talked all day passing resolutions finally that their government 

must  guang the Tupin and give the students representation in the Assemblies of the country.  Two of our girls went.  

Mr. Smith is very pessimistic about conditions and provinces.  The three armies are on the way to Foochow from 

the South, no one knows if there will be fighting for Foochow may buy them off. 

 Last Wed. our mission prayer meeting was at the Newellôs and was followed by a picnic supper.  The 

people all seemed to have a good time, and the Legers were there for the last prayer meeting.  They went yesterday.  

The Munsons, Charlotte Neely and Helen Carter sailed in April- all home now.  Eunice and Mary Pike go in a 
month or so.  Mary McClure, who made such a name for herself with the bandits in the North started from Ling hai 

yesterday and will be in Oberlin for commencement.  You will all enjoy meeting her I know.  She will look you up- 

she asked me if she might.  I sent your address.  I am trying to get some rattan furniture to go with my wooden 

things in my room but the man is too high.  My two flowerwood book cases are already in use three weeks.  Our 

Kuliang family is at last fixed.  Aunt Mary, Cleora Wannamaker, Miss Waddell, Mrs. Bedient and her two little 

boys, and perhaps a Miss Cios of Peking.  All plans arenôt quite sure, but I am glad I know who is coming.  I do 

hope, so does Father, that you and Kathleen will go east this summer or go to Cousin Addieôs.  It would do her 

worlds of good to have you there.  I hope Dot and Monnie get the job at Thousand Islands.  I am hoping to finish 

language study this summer.  Best wishes to all, and very much love from Phebe.  

 

 Aunt Phebe sent me a lovely box of Nabiscos for a birthday gift, early.  They tasted so good!  Tell Dot to send her 
summer address soon! 

 
*****  

[This letter, dated May 28, 1923, was written from San Kuan Miao, China by Mary to the home folk. She went to 

San Kuan Miao and attended a concert. Her birthday was celebrated with a cake. Letter from the collection of 

Virginia Van Andel.] 

       San Kuan Miao. [Near Peking] 
        6.00 A.M. 

        May 28 [1923] 

Dear Home folk- 

 I am at Jeanôs, hence the hand writing. Fritz Kreislerôs [Austrian born American violinist] concert was 

Saturday and 10 of us came up for that. Some went back by auto but others of us stayed up. He was grand! 

 Yesterday Jean was playing for the music at the christening of Joyenne Sweet and Robert Bancroft 

Reynolds and I too was invited. The babies were dear and gurgled delightedly when Mr. Earnest Shaw put the water 

on their heads. Afterward we took Marion and went to Central Park. We sat on a bench in a quiet corner while she 

ran about and picked flowers and watched the almost steady stream of passers-by.  

 We went to the Hotel du Mond[?] for dinner. I wish we had discovered it earlier, it is so nice and clean and 

reasonable in price. It is quite the thing to dine there quietly. One does not have to dress, as far as dinner at the other 
hotels. 

 On Friday last I went to a dinner in the Central Park Hotel where Miss Jane Addams and Mrs. Caroline 

Porter were the guests of honor. Mrs. Porter was and is welfare ?? for foreign students at Tenchow College. About 

30 of us T.C.ites were present. I stayed with Miss Knox. 

 My birthday was a ??. I had to return by the early train from the TC China[?]. Miss Olive and Mrs. 

Bonyer[?] came down and gave us a delightful concert. Mrs. Martin[?] and Mrs. Seib came too but did not perform. 

 We had tea at the school and Mrs. Gordon had made me a nice 3 layer birthday cake which was a real 

surprise as I had been too busy to think. Then Kreisler in the evening.  



 The note[or some type of cloth?] came a week ago and is still in my drawer and it is almost impossible to 

get a tailor. I have tried the two I had last Fall and Spring and now am trying for ?? ??. I think Iôll end by making 

my own dresses during the 3 weeks I am at school after the close. Many thanks everyone, it is just what I want and 

need.  

 I hope you all have a restful summer in spite of strawberries and[?] milk etc. We have had lettuce, radishes 

and peas from the garden but not strawberries yet. 
    Lots of lot to all 

     Mary 

 

*****  

[This letter, dated June 5, 1923, was written from Tungchou, China by Mary to the home folks. A wedding was held 

that week. Their Warner Hall was dedicated. Commencement week was successful. She received word of her niece, 

Anna Gilbert Beardôs death. Letter from the collection of Virginia Van Andel.] 

 

          June 5- 1923 

Dear Home Folks- 

 We are having our first real hot spell. It began Sunday. Now it is 3.00 A.M. but to hot to sleep so I decided 

to write the neglected home letter. 
 Last week Wednesday was the Lane-?? Wedding and nine from Tungchow attended. Four of us returned 

by auto. The ceremony was in the big front court at Tung Fu. Dr. Smith led the bride to the altar. Dr. Wilder 

performed the ceremony. Rosamund Frame was flower girl and wore ñmy pink wedding dressò. The reception was 

in the big court where the living room[?] is and the bridal party were in the living room. Anna Lane wore her 

motherôs wedding gown made over and her motherôs slipper. 

 That afternoon Mr. Keyto gave us an excellent talk a the Memorial Day exercises on ñDedication the same 

as Memorial.ò 

 This last week end was a memorable one for Tungchow. Lu He dedicated Warner Hall and we had our 

Baccalaureate Sermon at which Jean Hunter and Caroline Love were baptized. Mrs. Caroline Porter was down for 

the afternoon. Jean and Mr. Josselyn were also over for lunch and Dr. Wilder was down. Mrs. Porter and I walked 

along the moat, took a peek at the hospital and attended the lat part of the dedication service. Then we had a regular 
Teacherôs College tea, Miss P??, Dr. McCall, Mrs. Frame, Mrs. Boynton, Dr. and Mrs. Timothy L?, Alice Huggins 

(to attend T.C. next winter) and I. The first three stayed for our service and went back by auto. Dr. and Mrs. Warner 

were here, also the son. We had Dr. and Mrs. Warner for lunch Friday. 

 Phebeôs letter came yesterday with Stanleyôs enclosed also the one to Miss Brewster. As to buying the 

expensive items. I should love to do it but my finances have not allowed it. If I could get advanced money I could 

do it. I saw some wonderful ?? matrix, ?? etc. for  $35, $50, $60 up. They are here but I do not have ready cash to 

risk all on one big thing that I am not sure of a sale for. I will send a pretty pink tinted carved fish ?? which ought to 

sell for about $20.00. It is unique and well carved, strung on gold thread. If I can I will get the beads suggested in 

the letter. I fear it will be next fall though as I am planning to go to Foochow via Hongkong and cash is too low. 

 Today our boys and a lot of girls went to Peking for the third of the baseball games with the Peking 

American School boys. (The first was ?? 12-11 Peking; the second in Peking 13-12 Tungchow) The team was met 

at the train with a note saying that it was too hot and the parents would not let the boys play. Our team and would-be 
rooters were ñsoreò. A half day wasted! I had gone to do all the last shopping so everyone else could attend the 

game. 

 Iôll finish later for I am getting sleepy. 

  

Wed A.M.  It is nearing the end of the last examination period and I have been in charge. We have all of the Romig 

family here and the extra 4 are sleeping in the infirmary. The rooms are lovely guest rooms when hung with curtains 

and furnished. 

 Mrs. Martin had a gift of bedding and towels from Dr. Jeffersonôs church for the hospital or other 

institution if they did not need it. We received 12 sheets, 6 pillow cases and 12 towels. It fixes us well for caring for 

guests. Helen Harnett[?] went home last fall without calling for any of her things so her bedding is here too. 

 Motherôs (May 2) letter followed Phebeôs (May 7) on the next mail and yesterday (June 5) came Motherôs 
written May 14. That told of Anna Gilbertôs [Anna Gilbert Beard, born April 25, 1896, died November 5, 1922 of 

chronic pulmonary tuberculosis with a duration of 3 years] death. 

June 12 



We had a very successful and attractive commencement. The concert in the morning was excellent. I heard it from 

the dining room as I had to be down by the spring fixing lunch till too late to dress. Captain Fiskin (Genevieve ??ôs 

brother-in-law) gave us over a dozen large asparagus ferns and ?? with the blue and yellow flowers we bought made 

the chapel most attractive.  

 We had a very small crowd but an enthusiastic one. Dr. L? Wektinôs[?] theme was ñYou get out of life 

what you put into itò. Both George and John did well. She read their essays as they had not finished them early 
enough to learn them. Miss Muir sang two solos. Mr. Romig in addressing the class congratulated the school and 

class but said that the real honor of this class belonged to Miss Beard who had helped the boys through the earlier 

years. There was instantaneous loud applause.  

 We had to dismiss He [Chinese name] a few weeks ago and I missed him on getting the children off. The 

new man knew so much more than I did that he called one less wheelbarrow each time etc. Consequently it was a 

hectic time sending servants in all directions for the neighborôs wheelbarrows at the last minute.  

 I am glad Elizabeth is better and hope all are well now.  

    With love 

     Mary. 

We leave by boat for Foochow June 26th.  

 

*****  
[This typewritten letter, dated June 25, 1923, was written from Tungchou, China by Mary to the folks at home. They 

are sleeping on the porch now that it has gotten hot. She will be taking a Japanese ship down to Foochow via 

Shanghai and will visit Hong Kong on the way back. Letter from the collection of Virginia Van Andel.] 

         June 25, 1923. 

Dear folks at Home, 

 Last week I forwarded to Willard Phebes [Phebe Maria] last letter, as well as the next to last. I expect you 

will not risk getting another to me here. 

 Miss Burgess and I have had a wonderfully cool time staying over. We moved at once to the big east 

sleeping porch and have had cool breezes every night. The days for a week have been very hot, but the earth is not 

yet so heated that it does not cool off at night. We sadly need rain. The corn is curling every where except in the 

fields next the moat. The grass that the gardener set out so hopefully two weeks ago is about half burned up. Two 
men are busy most of the time carrying water for the many flowers set out. If the picture I took this last week is 

good, it will show the walks and flower beds around the dormitory. I shall not get it till fall because it was taken for 

the new prospectus and will be left with Mr. Menzi. 

 I am off tomorrow morning for Tientsin and our steamer sails on Thursday. The other girls have never 

stopped off in Tientsin and are desirous of a day there. We take a Japanese line and do not change at Shanghai. 

Coming back we go to Hongkong and back to Shanghai and up by train. Laura wants to stop and see Tai Shan but I 

know I shall be too poor to think of seeing anything I ever saw before, over again. 

 I had already sent a lot of beads before I began to get word of the duty you were paying. I will send no 

more for a while. These last were mostly beads exclusively, so I hope duty free.  

 Mother I have mislaid the sample you sent so have not gotten the silk. I was in the Indian store one day and 

looked, but he had no browns at all. He will have some in later in the season, so I will make that one of my first 

errands. 
 Mrs. Stelle is taking the rug to Miss Bostwick for me. I sent it to Shanghai and have written the Evans to 

ask them to get it from the steamer for me. She stops at Evans but is going by train. Mrs. Fette gave me a lock for 

ten cents, that fits into the buckle and answers the purpose of securing it. But I suspect that there are a few hundred 

like it floating around. 

 Monday P.M.  This morning Mr. Sun took Miss Burgess and me to see a Temple Fair not far from our East 

compound gate. It was the first day so the people were few, but the stalls of toys, food, clothes, baskets, pitch forks, 

scraps of silk, blown glass, ice cream, etc were all in readiness for tomorrow. I bought three little toys for Mr. Sunôs 

children. The god [dog?] was dressed in green of a beautiful shade. It is the first I have seen which was in anything 

but red or yellow.  

 My trunk is packed all but one dress which the washerman has not returned yet. I found these few dark nets 

in cleaning out. They are too dark for me and besides I purchased 144 for $3.00 just lately, so am not in need. Please 
use them 

 I must stop and order a bath, take some things to the neighbors, and be ready for supper at 7.00. We had 

Chinese food at noon so I am not very hungry. I wish you could see the servants make the stuff that looks like flat 

sphagetti. 1 little piece a foot long will stretch to five or six feet, as they toss it about. 



     Lots of love 

      Mary B. 

 

 *****  

[This letter, dated June 26, 1923, was written from Century Farm, Shelton, CT by Nancy Maria Nichols Beard to 

Mary. She updates Mary on life at the farm. Letter from the collection of Virginia Van Andel.] 
          [June 26, 1923] 

Dear Mary; 

 Tuesday 5 P.M. a thunder shower has been in progress for over an hour. I am writing by lamp light. It has 

been a hot day, but we had a nice breeze. Papa commenced haying, mowed yesterday and got in one load, before the 

rain came to day. The rain will do a lot of good. Flora got papa to go [to] the woods in April and get some laurel and 

put under the south west sitting room window at the end of the front porch. It was a rainy day and the laurel has 

lived, put-out new leaves and had one blossom. Our peonies have been beautiful but are about gone. We have a new 

man a Paul Clapp, from northern Vermont. Harry, the milk boy is leaving and a little boy takes his place. Ethel 

Bagby is here spends the night and Phebe takes her into her room. It is too bad, but one could not do better. We are 

having strawberries. Mrs. Wetmore who has been here eleven weeks was called home last week on account of her 

daughterôs illness and I think does not intend to come back. I think perhaps we can get along as Elizabeth is better 

so she comes down on the porch each day. Dr. and Mrs. Phillips started with Mr. and Mrs. Wetherby for Wilkes 
Barre, Pa. Monday to be gone a week. 

 We had a Mr. Wilhelm preach Sunday as a candidate. He was much liked. I suppose youôve been told that 

Dr. Phillips has resigned to take effect next October which completes eight years here. They celebrated (or their 

children did) their 50th wedding anniversary last Friday evening. The Church of the Redeemer gave them $600. and 

our church gave them $50. 

 Oliver and Grace were up Sunday night. A Mrs. Revere was with them. She has taken one of their rooms. 

Stanley thinks he may come up a week from Sunday. I suppose Gould and Kathleen is some where on the way. He 

was coming with his ñautoò. We hear Ellen is coming on to Putnam. Dorothy is to take charge of a company at 

Thousand Isles and choose seven or more helpers. Geraldine and Marjorie are to go with her. Daniel and a boy were 

here yesterday and to day picking cherries. Phebe says the cherries are very wormy. May God bless and keep you. I 

suppose you are planning to be with Willard this summer and I am wondering if I had better mail this to Foochow. 
     With love   mother. 

 

June the twenty sixth 

Nineteen hundred and twenty-three 

 

*****  

[This letter, dated July 4, 1923, was written from the Seikyo Maru by Mary to the ones at home. She tells about her 

trip on the Seikyo Maru on the way to Foochow via Shanghai. Letter from the collection of Virginia Van Andel.] 

 

       Osaka Shosen Kaisha. 

        On board S/S ñSeikyo Maruò 

         July 4, 1923 
Dear Ones at Home- 

 This is the ñGlorious Fourthò, but we all three forgot it until I wrote up my Line a Day and noted the date. 

There are we three Americans (Cleora Wannamaker, Laura Cross and I) one Chinese, Mr. Lang and a Mr. Villas, 

either Spanish or Phillipino later I think, as 1st class passengers. We have a dock large enough so we can take 13 

steps in pacing the length or bredth of it. In the middle of it is the Captainôs room and the glass topped ventilator for 

the Saloon below. Our stateroom is a nice big one, 5 berths and 2 port holes. One bath room does for everybody 

with lavatories both Japanese and European style. When one wants a bath the tub is filled to within about 4 inches 

of the top so we can rediscover Archimedes great law when there is a splash all over the floor. At first I wondered 

why all bathers left their shoes outside the door, now I do not. 

 We are carrying bean cakes south. But tell Flora they were loaded with the cranes so we did not get that 

interesting succession of thuds as they went to the bottom of the hold. We were 2 ½ days at Dairen and only 
unloaded and loaded by day. Hence the nights were quiet though hot. To be sure we have a fan in our room but it is 

ñgone brokeò.  So is the victrola in the saloon. 



 At Dairen we went out to Hishakura one afternoon and to Port Arthur[?] one day. At the later there was 

little to be seen as one is not admitted to the forts nor anywhere one wants to go. There was a special excursion for 

the American sailors the day after we left. I wish we could have gone then as possibly they would really see things.  

 On July 1st we were standing on the deck gazing into the harbor when we saw a grey nose of a boat round 

the end of the wharf. 10 more followed and all flew the Stars and Stripes. It gave a thrill to see them there. (That 

was our Fourth Celebration, I guess.) We had noted that the city had ñWelcome, Sakura Beerò, ñWelcome, 
American Restaurantò, ñWelcome Pool Roomò, ñWelcome American Hotelò, etc. everywhere and had commented 

on the cordiality of the place to keep such signs up. Of course we thought them there for the three distinguished 

American ladies who were through passengers on the Japanese steamer for Foochow!! We stop only at Shanghai 

then Foochow and are due the 8th. It makes a 9 day trip and we ought to be rested when we get there if naps morning 

and afternoon and bed at 9.00 P.M. will do it. Laura is staying below as she does not find even this small motion 

comfortable. 

 We were 2 İ days in Tientsin at the McCannôs because the steamer was ñput upò a second time and we did 

not learn it till we reached Tientsin. It gave us a chance to visit ??ship and get soda, and coffee and sundaes a plenty. 

I have engaged Madame Yanagi to make my Canton crepe that I have ordered from Canton. It is the heavy weight 

and black. I shall have it a style suitable for dressy afternoon or informal evening. My gold dress is to be relegated 

to 2nd best where it belongs. The Vice Consul at Canton with his wife was at Jeanôs one week-end when I was and 

she is getting the crepe, one piece for Jean and one for Mrs. Menzi and me.  
 The N.C.A.S. is seeing great doings this summer. No 34 has all been papered and painted for the Menziôs 

next year to occupy the upper floors and Mr. Bealsy and the little boys the lower. The London Mission Home is 

having a big verandah put on for sleeping. Plumbers are to install the water system and the fire escape is to be added 

to the dormitory. Electric lights are to wait till the compound decides whether to go in with us and the money is 

borrowed for the new boyôs porch at the L.W.S. home. Mr. Fenn is to be with Mr. Lund with the big boys.  

 

 
Written in album: ñFront view  Girlôs Dormò  

[Photo from the collection of Virginia Van Andel.] 

 

 We hear most delightful things of Mrs. Powell. She has been studying Chinese with a student from 

Tungchow in anticipation of her trip to the Orient. Hazel Bailey knows the daughter at Nanking and has met the 

mother. Her experience as Matron this last year was ideal as training for our work. 

 We have a rat on board. Cleora gave a horrified shriek one night when she saw him running and on the 

ledge just outside the ventilator which is around the top of our state room. Laura met him in the hall one day. Last 
evening we saw him playing in the life boat that is suspended ready for me. He came in on a rope, ran along the 

chain and jumped to the floor. Cleora and I jumped, as the typical woman should, when he started in the direction of 

our feet. We do not dare leave the stateroom door open at all for one day we did and he evidently got in, as we 

found traces in several places. I roll my kories [duffel bags] about to see if he has discovered my rug for Miss 

Bostwick or the grain for Willard yet. Those stand in the hall. Our port holes are outside over so I guess we are safe. 

Mr. Villas has a port hole over the front deck and two rats came in it one night. 



 July 5    The last two days both the other girls have lain low. Hence I made up to my fellow passengers and 

the two men with the Captain and I played quoits [a game similar to horseshoes]. The first day I won everything 

with high scores. Last night I lost most ingloriously in two games after supper.  

 We three ladies have one corner of the dining room to ourselves and are served ñEuropean food.ò The 

accompanying menu is a good sample. So far everything has been good and well cooked. The butter is strong but 

there is some very good jam so we seldom touch the butter. One other table is set and that is shared by the other two 
passengers and the officers. They have either Japanese or European food served. Evidently there are several other 

passengers who do not appear on deck for several trays are sent down each meal. None of us have seen any other 

evidence of the people. Yesterday a strange man appeared twice at the other table but he disappeared immediately 

after eating.  

 We are due in Shanghai about noon today and leave tonight. I leave Miss Bostwickôs rug here for Mrs. 

Stelle to get as she comes through. Also I leave a book, ñThe Willing Homeò. It is one of those Miss Brewster sent 

and very good. I think Mrs. S and the boys will enjoy reading it. We three have penned it ?? Dairen with pleasure. 

Bergen was saying he did wish for me good books, ?? was nicer for a ?? gift. 

 My next letter will be from Foochow. I do hope the summer finds you all well and that you keep so. 

Probably Iôll be coming your way next spring.  Hurrah! 

   Lots of love 

     Mary. 
 

 

S.S. Seikyo Maru 1923 

Tiffin Menu July 4th 

Entrée 

Shrimp on Toast 

Stewed Beef and Cabbage 

Minced Chicken With Rice 

Meat Curry Rice  

Cold Dish 

Roast Leg of Lamb 
Boiled Corned Beef 

Man Sausage 

Salad Cucumber 

Boiled Potatoe 

Sweet 

Jam Pan Cake 

Fruit Nut- tea and coffee 

 

*****  

[This letter dated July 21, 1923 was written from Alexandria Bay, NY by Marjorie and Dot to Ellen. Marjorie 

thanks Ellen for a ring and requests some pins to wear, a watch and a pocket book. She answers some questions 

from Ellenôs previous letter and encourages her mother to get away from Oberlin for the summer. Original letter is 
in the archives of Oberlin College.] 

Thousand Islands Country Club 

Wellesley Island 

Alexandria Bay 

New York 

 

          July 21, 1923 

Dear Mama, 

 Thank you so much for the ring.  Iôm sure I will like it, from your description.  I have always wanted a ring 

set with my birthmonth stone.  And now I really am to have it!  Have you thought of Kathleen?  She has never 

gotten her ring either.  I have no fancy pins of my own, I am using that round circle friendship pin of Dotôs all the 
time; and if you could get me perhaps a set of collar and cuff pins (one large and two small) and one or two odd 

ones.  I will pay for them all. 

 Now, for all your questions.  You told us to beware of the mail yacht.  In the first place, I doubt whether it 

is a yacht or not. And we have not been in it yet.  Then, it is not a sail boat.  We have not seen one sail boat around 



here.  And I think we have written that we have seen only one or two canoes here, only one on the water; because 

motor boats are too common; the waves from them would almost tip canoes over.  Rowboats have to be careful. 

 Ans. 1.  We have received all three boxes safely. 

 Ans. 2.  I have not worn my silk skirt yet.  I never know what we will finally do  

              of an evening; perhaps go in a row boat or something and the row boats 

              arenôt so clean.  I shall wear it tonight if we go over to the Bay in the  
              motor boat. 

         3.  I havenôt done anything with my brown crepe dress yet.  What ought I  

               to do? 

         4.  We have gotten a nice ironing board; made for us by the carpenters! 

         5.  I guess I am doing almost as well as the other waitresses.  You ought to  

              have asked Dot about that.  She is doing very well; satisfactorily, I think, 

              to the boss, and certainly the same to us, from all I can see.  And she isnôt  

                           partial at all, as I can see (again!) 

                       6.  About my tip, I did mean that I felt foolish in the way that I did it, not 

                            because I did it.  Every other one of my tips has been left beside the plate, 

                            so I never have a chance to thank them. 

 About our finances, I wrote you that I, and I think Jerry, am going to use our tips and save our earnings.  
Do you think we ought to send them to the bank?  I mean, we will not draw our money, any of it, till the end of the 

summer.  We could draw it and put it in the bank here until we go home.  But Iôd rather just let the management 

keep it until I want it. 

 I think I forgot to thank you for doing my skirt.  I am very grateful to you for the trouble you took with it.  

We are going to the Bay at quarter to nine tonight so I shall wear it and be Oh! so careful of it.  Lots of love   

Marjorie 

 

P.S. Please get away from Oberlin as soon as you can.  We will enjoy our summer so much more with you in the 

east.  And do go to Aunt Myraôs if you have the chance.  It will be good for both you and K. 

 

 
Dear Mamma;- 

  I certainly would like a good Elgin watch- somewhat larger than my last one- and an odd shape if there is a 

pretty one.  Use your judgment. 

 Iôll send $10. right away.  Have to pay my insurance policy, so canôt send more. 

 Iôd like the watch up here right away if you can get it.  I would also like a pretty pocket-book if there are 

any not too expensive. 

  Monyôs in a hurry so 

    Love, 

     Dot. 

 

*****  

[This letter, dated July 23, 1923, was written from Kuliang, Foochow, China by Mary to the ones at home. She tells 
of her trip via boat from Shanghai to Foochow. She is staying with Willard and Phebe on Kuliang. She may stay in 

China until 1925. Letter from the collection of Virginia Van Andel.] 

 

         Kuliang #316 

         July 25, 1923 

Dear Ones at Home- 

 We have been here two weeks and I realize that my last letter to you was mailed from Shanghai. The trip 

down was somewhat rough but the Seikyo Maru pitched instead of rolled hence a few of us graced the deck and 

dining room. We stayed on the steamer at Shanghai. The first night we went with some ladies at the Missionary 

Home whom we knew, to see Jackie Coogan in ñTroubleò. It was clever. But we missed the last car back to Yang 

Ste Poo and had to go down by rickshaw. The crew had taken advantage of our lateness and preemptied the deck 
chairs. Hence we spent the remainder of the ñmorningò slapping mosquitoes and perspiring down in the cabin. The 

next night we stayed after supper and we preemptied the chairs. 

 Every cabin filled up for Foochow. An English gentleman and his wife from Hongkong and a teacher at the 

Shanghai Municipal School were the only non-Oriental. Mr. Smith was a very poor sailor and the teacher an 



excellent one. I was highly amused to have the former say any one who really ñenjoyedò such a ñslight seaò ñought 

to be shotò while the teacher gentleman thought a man who was ill in such a ñgentle seaò quite a ñdisgraceò to man 

hood. 

 We had to wait for 11.00 A.M. to 3.30 P.M. on the lea of an island because the head wind had delayed us 

too late for the 6.00 A.M. tide. Then when we were finally safely on the launch, we cruised around at the Anchorage 

over an hour to find a junk with cargo for our steamer. It was 9.00 when we docked and were hailed by Willard. We 
took sampans across the river and rickshaws to the city compound. Mr. St. Clair and Willard were keeping house 

with only the gardener for help. Mr. St. Clair had gotten a fine supper for us and we did justice to it in spite of the 

5.00 oôclock supper on ship board. 

 We were up at 5.30 Tuesday morning to be off by 7.00. Our goods and some Willard was sending up made 

15 loads. We took rickshaws across the plain and chairs up. There was a strike on and people for two weeks had had 

to walk. Willard said it was a pull that enabled him to get coolies because he is head of the ñCouncilò and Chairman 

of the Coolie Committee.  

 Several of the business men who come up every week end have clubbed together to walk until the coolies 

come to terms. It means a great loss to the coolies for it is really the commuters who bring in the revenue for them.  

 One day I met Mrs. Cannon, whom Flora will remember lived next us at PeiTaiHo one summer. She has 

three children and Bobby is a big slender rather pale boy of seven. Mrs. Price is here all the time. Junior aged 4 

months is a solace to his mother and a beautiful baby.  
 The American Board started Mission Meetings last week Tuesday. I went for the four mornings and 

enjoyed it. This week they are having executive sessions and visitors are not invited. 

 Phebe and I went to an ñAt Homeò one morning from 10.30 -12.00. The same crowd had another set of 

guests for tea in the afternoon. The Toppings, N?ts, Hoyts and Miss Burr have had various groups for dinner. We 

have had guests twice for dinner, once for lunch and once for picnic. 

 We have plans for two or three functions a week so as to get in all whom we desire to see. We had a good 

time at the Mission Picnic Saturday evening but had to cut it short to go hear Dr. Goforth tell of his experiences 

with General Feng. 

 Last week one night Dr. Goforth arrived entirely unheralded with a letter inviting him to come for 

conference July 21-29. No one had any inkling of it but the Public Worship Committee have done well by him and 

he is having meetings every afternoon and evening. I went Sunday so did all the household but we have had other 
engagements ever since. 

 I have bought several embroidered garments, some silver, some lacquer and a few scrolls. Alas, the lacquer 

men have had a lot of new lacquer and it has been very interesting to see the colors of the fresh work. But I steer 

clear now for I have on my right wrist one of the worst patches of poison I ever had. It has run since Friday and is 

only just getting better today. I never saw such large blisters. But unlike the poison oak infection, it did not make me 

feel ill at all. 

 Everyone makes enquiry for Flora, especially the American Board people. 

 We got a big bunch of papers since I arrived but no letters yet. A boat was due yesterday and I hope it 

brought mail. 

 



Thurs. A.M. Last night I christened my birthday ?? dress. I had a tailor here make that, also two Korean cloth 

dresses-, a yellow and a blue. The ?? is made like this  
with white organdy vest, collar and cuff. The occasion for dressing up was the entertaining of the Henry Lacys and 

the Smiths and Mr. Farley. I am going to the Smiths Monday evening to hear one of Helenôs letters. She is a Junior 

this next year at Mount Holyoke. 

 Motherôs letter came yesterday and I stopped writing to read it. Am so glad that Gould is to be on the farm 

to help Father and that Kathleen will be with Myra. Dorothy is quite a competent young waitress with full 

responsibility! It is nice that Ellen comes east for it would be lonesome with all the children gone.  

 The N.C.A.S. and Shanghai school children are making some money for the schools by getting up some 

tableaux for August 4th.  They have not started their canvas yet, but will soon. They will charge 80 cent admission 

and actors too have to pay. It is to be in the Club House as they hope for ?? ?? a ?? for any private house.  

 Willardôs home is the same as before except that the room built for Flora and now occupied by Willard has 

been made much smaller. It is just an octagon now. It was changed to allow more light into the kitchen. 
 I have my old job of 1915 and look over the fruit to be sure we get ripe fruit for breakfast. We had the first 

mangoes today. Lechies are most gone. Peaches and plums are good.  

 Phebe K, Willard and I entered for the tennis tournament but have been unable to practice at all. Now the 

time is so short, I fear I can not play at all.  

 The swimming tank has been closed since last Monday to get cleaned and mended. It needed it, for the 

mud was awful and there evidently was a leak as it never filled full. 

 For two days we have had a real typhoon wind and occasional dashes of rain. Phebe and I got up early and 

walked down the hill part way with Willard who was off for a day in the city.  

 Iôll write again before we have to leave. That will be about August 12
th
 as we return via Hongkong and 

Canton. We take a ?? boat which stops a day at Amoy, one at Swatow and lands us in Hongkong the fourth 

morning. Then we return to Shanghai 2nd class on one of the Emperor Boats and 2nd day by train to Peking. 

 There are a few things I want. 
(1) 1 pair corsets- La Camille- Lox-it 

 3912-8? Size 26 

 I bought them in Shelton. 

(2) 4 pair white cotton stockings 

 size 10 (outsize) ribbed top preferred. 

 

 I am glad to hear of Elizabethôs recovery, but wish you could get help, so Phebe need not have her room 

and quiet interfered with.  

 I had thought surely to see her next June but with Flora staying it does not seem so important. A note for 

Mrs. Corbett yesterday suggests 1925 as for tentative contract when I come out. Iôll talk it over with Will and Phebe 

and let you know what I reply to her.  



  Lots of love to every body. 

    Mary Beard 

 

Phebe and Willard send love and will write next time. He is in Foochow today and Phebe has just returned from an 

all day job ?? trip.  MLB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Written in photo album:  ñAmerican Board picnic, Kuliang  August 1923ò. 

 [Photo from the collection of Virginia Van Andel and another copy in the collection of John and Nancy Butte.] 

 



 
Close up view of the left side of the previous photo. Mary Beard is the woman standing second from the left next to 

the man holding the cane (whom I believe is Mr. Newell). Phebe K. Beard is the woman standing fourth from the 

right. Willard is the man sitting at the far right wearing a dark jacket. I believe the lady standing at the far right is 

Laura Ward.  

 

 
Close up of right side of photo. I believe the seated man with the white beard and dark jacket is Mr. Bliss with his 

wife, May, seated to his right, our left.  

 


