1918

1 America wins war with Germany

1 Worldwide Influenza epidemit 20 million die by 1920,
500,000 of them in the U.S.

1 German Kaiser Wilhelm Il abdicates

1 Gould learns to fly at Kelly Airfield in San Antonio, TX

1 Florais 49 and Mary is 3@hey are in Tunghou, China
teaching at the North China American School.

1 Willard, Ellen, Marjorie and Kathleen are in Foochow,
China.

1 Phebe, Gould, Geraldine and Dorothy are in the U.S.

1 Willard is 53, Ellen 50, Phebe23, Gould 22, Geraldine
20, Dorothy 17, Marjorie 12, Kathleen10.



[This letter, datedanuary 5, 1918was written from Tunghsien, Chihli, China by Mary to the ones at home. She
tells about their Christmas and New Years. Mary had a fur coat made and she feels that fur istiiveghieskeep
the cold out. Letter from the collection of Virginia Van Aridel

Tunghsien, Chihli
January 5, 1918

Dear Ones at Home

Two letters have come to give us holiday cheer this last week. The Nov 24 reached us By hedé&c.
3 on Jan. 3so you see they made good time. The Christmas parcel did get here before Christmas but Flora kept it
until Christmas morning. Many thanks for the Bible. It seems strange to not have to keep a look out for stray leaves
or to hold b¢h covers firmly because of the broken back.

When you write of the shortage of sugar | hardly dare make candy any more. But our native supply is good
and as yet plentiful, so | have indulged twice in the luxury of doing so. Last Wednesday two of tReAY §ifls,
Mrs. Williams and Mrs. Holmes, walked down via the stone road. They lunched with us and we persuaded them to
spend the night. For entertainment we invited in the three young men and made Divinity Fudge. We had a great
surplus of milk and the Iitbes were increasing alarmingly so we had crackers and milk for supper. That is a great
luxury here and one seldom indulged in because of the impossibility of obtaining the milk.

| must go back farther for news for Flora said she had not written sincel stosed. On Christmas day
we had one side of the breakfast table covered with parcels and cards. When we were through eating we began and
opened them. Flora gave me a lunch dish to match some napkins which she bought for me at Pei Tai Ho last
summer.tis a beauty. The Bible was among the parcels too. After breakfast | visited nearly every home in the
compound on various errands for our little play or the games of the evening. Incidentally | watched the two littlest
babies at their baths, enjoyed amgbise of the ecstasy of the Love children over their tree, and said a Merry
Christmas to Helen Corbett who was in bed with a bad cold.

We three were invited to Mrs. Stellebs for dinner.
notwithus | played #fpillow ducko with the children before

After dinner we had to leave soon. Miss B and | to help set tables for our compound supper which was to
be held in our dining rooms. | worked until 3.45 then came logez to complete final preparations for our play at
5.00 P.M. We made paper chains and stars, put snow on the floor, lit the lights etc. The actors and actresses were
ready promptly but we had to wait for our audience. The play lasted only twenty nbotitee children were very
dear and sweet. The littlest ones were in high glee in the new kind of game and quite unconscious of any spectators.

We had a short delay before supper, that the small babies might be fed and the older children redressed
afterthe play. The eleven children were together at one table which was decorated with a Santa Claus drawing a
sled over the ice (a mirror) surrounded by snow banks. In the sled were sticks of achmdhtied ribbons, one of
which extended to each place. 8ifvindividual candlesticks with red candles added to the future appearance. There
were twenty five of us adults at four different square tables.

After supper we progressed again and went to Mrs. |

thenwe pl ayed fAiQuestion and Answer 0, iStage Coacho, and
after a full but happy day. For AQuestion and Answer 0
right hand neighborandananswerthi s | eft. The question starts, AWhat v
Al wouldod. When all are ready the | eader asks his ques

answer that has been given him by his neighbor. Thenebigid person asks his question of someone else. Some
very amusing combinations occur sometimes.

Your cold weather came a little earlier than ours and was nearly if not quite as cold. Our coldest was 6
degrees above zero as far as | know. We had thredmayccession when it was 10 degrees above at 7.15. It was
interesting that every morning the temperature was 2 degrees while we were at breakfast. | laid it to the fact that the
sun rose during the time. It is a little warmer now so the thermometd0abi88.30 when we go to breakfast is 16
degrees, 18 degrees or 20 degrees above zero. We are having so much wind that it seems even colder than it is. Mr.
Porter was counting the windy days and the number in succession was 19 last | knew. We hawt éxaetyndtay
but one since then.

The Friday after Christmas (the™8wvas the day of our Tungchow Old Home celebration. It was a better
afternoon, cold (12 degrees) and very windy. Several guest did not come because of the weather. We had a lap
supper aMrs. Stelles 39 of us. Then we adjoined to one big sitting room for a musical. The program was arranged
in three parts. The first and last were musical. The middle one was reminiscences of first days at Tungchow. We
began with Dr. Goodrich who arrived §éars agahen Mrs. Sheffield, 48 years ago and ended with Mrs. Huggins



who reached China last Fall and comes here to live next Fall. After the program we had a Virginia Reel and ended
with a Grand March.

Saturday morning we played Rook part of the marimentertain the girls. In the afternoon some of the
people took a long walk but | was not equal to it. Mrs. Corbett gave a tea so | went there instead, and walked to the
station to see the guests off. Dr. Porter arrived that evening to spend Sundalpmith went to church at the

Porters. There were ten of us. After dinner we had gam
departed.

On Monday Dr . Porter, Mi ss Bost wi ck, FIl ora and | al
returniip f r om Mrs. Corbettdés Sunday night. (We had had sup

gate) in Peking and poked around in Chinese shops; curio shops, silk shops, brass shops and any kind that took our
fancy. For lunch we went to the Bakeryavh they serve hot drinks and fancy cakes. We had chocolate and cream
puffs to supplement our sandwiches.

On New Yeardés Day Flora and | made the fiOne Egg Cal
with coffee or tea to all adults who were in tloenpound. We were twenty because there had been a breakdown on
the morning train and only Mrs. Love had thought to go to Peking at the late hour of 11.30.

Did | write that | have my fur coat and like it very much. The sleeves were too short but the tailor
lengthened them. | have worn it to Peking twice and it is good to be able to keep warm. My blue coat did not keep
out the wind inspite of its weight. The Chinese have a saying that neither wadded garments nor woolen ones can
keep out the wind, only fur nado it. | believe it now. No woolen garment could be warmer than my blue coat made
from one of Benédés bl anket s, but | have been cold in th
Chien Men | ast Monday. We rignoas prasent ahdperhapsg dche meet twé. slowrwe x t  y e a
are debating how to have it made up. We will have it made with a white covering so that the real covering can be
changed. We do that because it is so very expensive to get fur sewed at home and so cliegavec$é0 to get
mine made.) The covering will be more reasonable at home unless you want a silk one. Jean Dudley will take it
home for us next June and remail it to you from her home. Flora and | will get a little wear out of it this winter. |
wish yau had it in hand to protect you against the cold of which Phebe writes.

| did not intend the lace for anything in particular. For Christmas if you decided, or for yourselves or for
sale. | bought them because | considered them very pretty and most béasoaial knew you girls could either use
them yourselves or find a user. | have a slip with the insertion and lace to match in the flounce and like it very
much. Do you want more? A lace man visits us here at irregular intervals and has very pretity. patter

We are still watching the mails for news of Su3i®@ hndéds arri val . I was glad to
could get up for Thanksgiving and that they returned all safely. It is too bad that Frank has been ill again. We had
letters and handkerchidfimom Hattie this week.

How | should | ove to see Benébés children, Hel ends b
with Jenn and Betty. Betty reminds me of Edith Louise when her age very much. | try to picture Edith as a big girl
and wonderfil should know her now.

| am glad you are keeping Ruths room as she wanted it. | hope Aunt Ella and Uncle Dan still keep well.
They must feel that the extra care last winter paid.

| shall write Seaver soon at that lengthy address. Please sendme Th&rp ur gessebds addr ess
that, so | can write them a note too. | wonder if Leolyn and Dr. Morgan are East yet. They were expecting to go East
| heard since they could not go to Europe as they had planned.

Itis 9.00 PM Saturday and the latesialve sat up except when we had company or were out this vacation.

Sunday P.M. This morning was glorious, calm, not very cold and dear. Miss Bostwick and | decided to
make the most of the good day and walkh@river. It is about two mikeeast of us ahused to be the head of
navigation where all the tribute rice was unloaded for storage or for reshipment to Peking via the canal or stone
road. The wind rose and when we reached the river it was blowing a gale. The sand was blowing like a-Gobi dust
stomThe river was frozen and the dust so thick we coul d
almost touched them. We came home in the lea of the city wall so got out of most of the wind. The dust was not bad
except for the half mile next thver. It is time to dress for lunch. Lots of love and wishes for the new year, that it
may be full of joy and blessings for you all.  Mary.

*kkkk

[This letter, datedanuary 6. 1918was written from Foochow, China by Willard to his mother. Mrs. Frank

Buckman came to Foochow and spoke of forgiveness to fellow men. This inspired Willard to ask Mr. Peet for
forgiveness over their differences. Mr. Peet had previously been recalled by the Board. Many babies have been born
lately to the missionaries in FoooW. Letter from the collection of Virginia Van Andel



Foochow China
Jan 8'1918
Dear Mother:

The |l ast mail brought your god | etter. Phebedbds <cam
enjoy some of those apples! And hoauywould enjoy some of our roses that hang in profusion on the bushes, and
more yet some of my lettuce and turnips and fresh beets, and in another ten days or two weeks green peas. The
weather has been very cold for a month. Each morning in the diningth@dtimermometer says about 40 degrees.

One morning | ast week Mrs. Kinnear sent up a cake of i
wearing our thickest clothes. But the days are bright and clear and the air dry. This is much hetterdhep
cold and ten degrees higher.

I have just written the girls that Ellen tells me to spend next Summer with them. She thinks it is too much
for her to go and take the girlies so | may be in Pei Tai Ho next Summer.

Ray Gardner wants to get madim the summer and wants me to marry him, but there are plenty of others.

Did | write any thing about the visit of Mrs. Frank Buckman and party to Foochow some three weeks ago?
Their message was very simple and given very quietly and informally to groafis of twenty five. Lead Men to
Jesus was the message= do personal work. To do this one must get right with his fellow men. To feel hard against
another makes any body shrink from speaking personally to others urging them to accept Jesus and’ bersaved.
was some confessing while the party were htirey spent a week in Foochehbwut the greatest results with us have
come since the party left. In the College there were nine men of the graduating class who had not joined the church.
To day | baptizedhese nine men. From the Higher Primary here twenty one united with the church and there were
three from the government Silk School, making in all 33. Many of the boys have made confessions of wrong deeds.

I n one of EIIl ends c lcard®@essed thatethephad agreed fo urithaad say theywwere a ¢
unable to get all the lessem, boy who for three years has declared he would never become a Christian, rose the
other day and said Al believe in Jesus and | am going

After thinking the matter over very carefully for several days | went over and had a talk with Mr. Peet. You
knew the Board recalled him in 1915. He did not go home. Then the Board got the N. China mission to call him up
there to join that mission to be supisal by the Board. He refused to go. Then the Board wrote definite instructions
to stop his salary Aug11917. Since then he has lived in his own rented house and is doing odd jobs as he gets a
chance.

| have felt pretty hard against him for severahgjs that he has done that were against me personally and
for others against me because | was head of the College. Such thoughts and feelings against any man are not right.
A man cannot properly express Jesus to others while he is allowing such thoudbhtdiagd to find a place in his
heart. So | went to Mr. Peet and told him that | had felt hard toward him and that | was going to stop it and that |
should treat him as a friend. | have so written the Board, and | have told him that | would remowectdinsbio
his returning to the mission as far as | was concerned, and that if he returned | should work with him in peace. So far
he has not in any way acknowledged that he has done any wrong. So | do not know what the result will be.

All the members ofhe mission are trying to make it possible for him to return. As far as | can see all has
been done that can be done until Mr. Peet himself does something.

We look for news that Dr. Shelton has his promised gold piece to Pearl River. Every week bengs a
American to Foochow and there are more to follow. Gillettes in Diong Loh a boy. Charles Gorden. Then Elizabeth
Waterbury Beach came. Then Pricella Belcher. Then Kathleen Twiley McConnell Y.M.C.A. Storrs, Leger,-Kellogg
McClure are to follow. Oh | forgt one or two down in Hinghua.

Gould is | suppose somewhere in training for the war. | pray that he may not only resist temptation but that
he may while in camp and always be aggressive in helping other boys to resist and keep straight.

May God be wity ou al | . Ruthés spiritual preserves is a gr
Thanks much for pumpkirand other things came @Ktanley and Myra gloves. Lots of love Wil

*kkkk

[This letter, datedanuary 20, 1918was written from Tunghesin, China by Mary to the ones at home. She is glad
to hear that Myra and Stanldyave a new baby naméthncy Nichols Beard after her grandmother. The school now
has two pianos. The plague is bad in Northern China. Letter from the collection of Virginfandat]

Tunghsien
January 20, 1918
Dear Ones at Home



Hurrah for Nancy Nichol s! Phebebds | etter came this
her so | hastened to announc e iftyfeurthwedding an@versary.TTbereshay i s F
lies another cause for rejoicing. | do hope Father continues to improve after Phebe wrote last. He has my sympathy
for I had to be careful of what | ate and not to exercise too robustly for so very long. My thiahhis recover as
fully as | have so he can eat what he likes and do the same with impunity.
I s Mot herdéds rheumati sm better? | was glad to read 1
beneficial to Mother. We have a Christmas presentfisther for the next two years which ought to be good for
rheumatism. Jean Dudley will bring it in June so you will get it out of season. Even though it seems too heating
when it comes, save it till December and try it.
This week our second piano arrivadhis is an American one but much cheaper than the one Mrs. Corbett
got for us. We were paying $5 a half hour per year for practice pianos and renting every piano in the compound for
as long as the owners would let us. If we charge tho some and hawenopiano we will soon pay for it. Then too
we can use it all day instead of only at certain times when the owners are away and will not be disturbed. Eight men
were supposed to carry it down but they got tired of their job and hired a cart for the laslesvdrheir reason

was unique. AThe road was so rough we could not carry
are without springs of any sort.
FIl ora was in Peking | ast Monday t o rdaghrd. Patershort paj

gave a tea and invited her to read it for us here. It was on Moral training of children of early school age and | am
sure we all enjoyed hearing it.
We had Mrs. Ballon in for lunch on Thursday. Her baby is better and she went to Teen&saturday.
Dear little lad, he has had a hard time getting started, but is gaining his five to eight ounces a week regularly now.
Last night we had Miss Margaret Smith and Miss Huggins (Mable) in for supper. They will be here
regularly and live in th&Vest end here next year. Miss Smith is here now and lives with Mrs. Love.
The news for the plague district is most unsatisfactory. The three doctors who went up have returned. The
authorities worked against them on all points so they felt they were doiggod. There are no trains to the north
of Peking except specials to carry mail or officials who are authorized to go into the district. The quarantine in
Shansi is as strict as they can make it, but that is not very good. At one place the statiowasagiie incensed

because two troublesome foreigners were interfering with his business of selling tickets.[ i Report of t he
Pl ague Prevention Bureau 191MAgdell]i s in the collection of

Dr. Smith preached for us today and gave@au si ng t al k. AWisdom is better t
little bit of foolishness wildl spoil the wholeodo were h
il lustrates well . For instance 0 @imarelésslyrdrogpedocalaombr eak u
spoiled 1800 yards of c¢cloth before it was discoveredo,

minded descendents in the Virginia family while the good blood of Jonathon Edwards gave a less multitudinous but
more useful one in Massachusetts. He is speaking more slowly these days and, | think, more impressively.
| go to Peking tomorrow on the early train for a final appointment at the dentist. It is my first (the three
visits) Dentistry in nearly two years éhhad not a great deal of work. | hope this finds you all well once more.
Soon we will be hearing that Nancy Nichols is developing. | went in and played dolls with the children tonight just
because | was hungry to get hold of Nancy. A doll is a mighty pobstitute, | tell you! | shall give young David
Burgess an extra squeeze tomorrow.
With lots of love
Mary L. Beard.

P.S. | enclose a draft of $25 to be put on my account. Life Insurance policies have been paid and | fear my acct. is
low. Wirtten on back on Monday . Lovingly Mary.

*kkkk

[This letter, datedanuary 20, 1918was written from Foochow, China by Willard to his parents. Gould is in the
aviation corps and Willard is glad he is happy there. Willard writes this letter whiléngdir a boat and some

natives think he is doing arithmetic. Because of the drought, water is expensive, small pox is worse, business is bad,
and the political situation is uncertain. They are using native wheat and sugar because of the war. Lether from t
collection of Virginia Van Anddl

Foochow, China.
Jan. 26/ 1918.
Dear Parents:



As | write here by my fireside you are just getting up on this the fifty fourth anniversary of your wedding
day. | send my heartiest congratulations lhoge there may be many happy returns of the day. | can not realize that
within a few years | shall be fifty three years old, and that | have a son in the army. Gould wrote a week ago that he
was to take his last examination for the aviation corps the aekhe wrote. | could write pages about my
feelings but it is needless. | am content and happy if he is where he believes God wants him to be. There must be a
tremendous wave to pull young men into the war. | have wandered far in this paragraph frerhbegan. It only
shows that thetwar is the all absorbing topic and will ket down. | must stop now and get to bed. More later.

Feb. £

The days between Jan 20 and today have been more than full with examinations, committee meetings,
Commencemestetc. It is necessary for all the schools to have meetings of their Boards of Management near the
end of the yearjust before commencement. | find myself now Chairman of three Boards of Management of Union
institutions and Treasurer of one, and Chairmoftne Board of Management of Foochow Coll. We held the Union
Commencement of all our Mission schools in Foochow on Wed. p.m. Jaiit@®array is somewhat impressive.
Foochow Girl ds Col 4 galuwmtes

i Col |l ege9
i Girlds Coll ege9Hi ghe
Womands Bible Schodl

Primary

= E = jn} S } S } e 14

Kindergarten Training School 2
Foochow College High School 16
i A 11 A gher Primary
55

Theoratoof t he day was Miss Lawrence Thurston President of
very nicely. The day was perfect. In the evening of the day came the Alumni dinner, with some 130 to sit down.
This year it was a coed affair withso®ed al umnae of the Girl éds Coll ege prese
in Foochow, but all seemed to enjoy the innovation. There were present a young man, an alumnus of Foochow
Coll ege and his fianc® just g¢gr agdthesdtwodvouldmat knowinghehavgi r | 6 s
attended the same church at the same-tiesé they should see each other.
| am writing now at 7:30 a.m. in a boat on the river= waiting. | am on my way to Diong Loh to marry one
of the students. Thelaunchwassaid be st arting at 6 o0o6clock or a little
start about 9 o06clock. After the momentum reached in t
so surfeited with time.
Letters come from some gbu all the time, either by way of Tungchow or direct. The last letter brought
the glad news that Nancy Nichols had come, and that she and her mother were both doing well. Just as examinations
were closing at the College Mr. Ding Ming Uong sent me a sayang that a son was born to him that a.m. and the
next day Mr. Ding Kai Ceng another teacher had a daughter. During the past five weeks our mission has been
increased by girls in the Beach, Belcher and Storrs homes and a boy in the Gillette homeagexi(fréle 5, a girl
Kathl een said AWhy papa, you and Margar et -Beatteare are t w
arriving from the shore with passengers, when we aretffidl boat | meannot us passengerse will start.
Last Saturdy we had, for Foochow a unique treat. A sister of Miss Daisy Brown is here visiting her. This
sister graduated from the Oberlin Conservatory of Music last June in Pipe Organ. She gave a Recital last Sat. p.m. to
about 80 foreigners and 200 Chinese omiiw Pipe Organ. It was a rare treat for it is very rare in Foochow
even in China that we can get the organ and the artist together. We have two men to pump for all ordinary playing.
But for her we had to put on four, and it made them sweat. We aldweh#miplay for Commencement. (The boat is
filling with men, women and childrermnd tobacco smok&.hey say | am doing examples in Arithmetic.)
We plan to go to Ing Tai for a part of the vacatiostarting Feb. 8 and getting back Feb. 20. This wikhbe
long time for me to be away. In April | shall plan to go to Shanghai to attend the Annual Meeting of the
Continuation Committee of the 1910 Edinburgh Missionary Conference. And | am seriously contemplating
spending the summer with the girsomewhere.
The weather continues cold and dry. Each morning the ther. is at 40 degrees above in the dining room. The
days are getting a little longer and the sun warms things up in the middle of the day but at 4 p.m. it begins to get
cold. We have had no rain sinitee first of Nov. Wells are getting dry everywhere and people are paying 10X for
ten gallons of water in some places and in other places they are drinking muddy water. Small pox esvivay e
the drought. Business is very bad. Political conditionsreaestate of uncertainty. We do not know just what they
are. General Li here keeps himself very close, and his soldiers are in evidence everywhere. | suppose there is



fighting about Swatow. Canton province is against the Peking government and theyaiose @anton. There is a
report that the President Feng has left the Capitol for parts unknown.

This is the season of birthdays in the Beard family. Mother was 75 if | reckon correctly on dam iy
of my commencement will be 53 in four days. Mgorie 12 on Feb. 17. Father 76 on Feb. 18. Stanley 35 Feb. 20.
Flora 49 Feb. 25. Dorothy 17 on Feb. PBhat is all that | think of just now. | wonder how many mistakes | have
made.

Do you remember how cousin Charlie Beard of Milford used to tell ddtegemed as if he could
remember the date of birth, marriage etc of all his relatives and neighbors.

Your letters telling about Thanksgiving came not long ago, telling how war conditions changed the dinner.
We have made changes in our table fare-aebas compulsory or radical as you have been obliged to do tho.
American flour is about 12 cents gold a pound here. | looked up native wheat and an old mill and since Nov. we
have used this native wheat ground in our own mill and made into-g&fm$iavehad no raised bread for three
months. | did the same for sugar. The granulated was costing us about 12 cents per |b. gold. | buy-tienative
coffee sugar at horna little brownish and soft and damp, for about 8 cents gold. It makes a big differghee i
price of living. We are better physically too for eating the coarse flour. It is turning things up side down tho for you
to have wheatless days and us to add more wheat to oubatieffor the sake of economy.

We are filling up at 8:30 still fil ling up. Why did | not quietly take my rest till day light and get up as

usuali nst ead of rolling out at 5 o0o6clock and starting be
I 611 c- the lengestretiew! have written in a longnéd. We think of you and talk of you often.
Did I thank you for the pumpkin? It came al/l right

things came by last mail.
May God bring peace among the creations in His own time and make wsrajl lo
Lovingly
Will.
Feb. 7 His letter telling us that he was accepted is here and his banner also.

*kkkk



This photo was taken between 191920 when Kathleen and Marjorie were living in China with Willard andrill
Willard and Ellen are seated in the middle with Marjorie next to Willard and Kathleen next to Ellen.
[Photo from the collection of John and Nancy Biitte
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[This letter, datedanuary 21, 1918was written from Tunghsien, Chihli, China by Florahe folks at home. The
Rockafeller Foundation has taken an interest in the school. They are happy about the birth of Nancy Nichols Beard
to Myra and Stanley. Will is coming to Pei Tai Ho for the upcoming summer without Ellen, Marjorie, and Kathleen.
Pneunonic plague is coming closer to Tungchou. Letter from the collection of Virginia VanJAndel

[Jan. 21, 1918]
Dear folks at home:

Again it has been a long time between my letters. It seems to take so much time to attend to my school
duties andd the looking forward for future expansion. In fact there is hardly a week without some new plan or
devel opment. We are well settled for this year but t
already four children more booked foext year than the number going to America.

The latest sight on the horizon is the interest that the Rockafeller Foundation has taken in us. Our trustees
invited their China Medical Board to come in on the union basis and Mr. Roger Green who is thatdipiecing
the Rockafeller affairs out here has written to the American office recommending it so probably there is little doubt
but that they will come in. We hope they-dmd as generously as their superior pocket book should allow them.

Mr. Green isalso one of the members of an interesting association of American business men who are trying to help
China and American several different ways, to be mutually useful to each other. Mr. Green spoke to the

association as one of their banquets and satdothe of the ways in which they could further their usefulness was to

get behind this school and the one in Peking and give them a good backing aB® about to be discovered. Three
gentlemen are coming to visit us. One, a millionaire bachelor busmass, one who represents
York), and one belonging to some banking corporation. We are going to let all these granders sit at our table and eat

he

t

h



of our school fare. They are to see us with as little of the show side as possible. MroP#teetdnion Language
School in Peking is to report to the Executive Meeting of the Association next Friday night and then we are
expecting our trio of wvisitors. Mr . Pett erhopingfer t o tell
resuts.

School has moved along so pleasantly this year, since we have more teaaretbough we are still
short. We are asking that our staff next year may be as many as six all time teachers. | do hope we may really have
this number for | would like thave one year of a fairly normal amount of work to do, in order to let the people here
realize that | am acquainted with something else than the pots and pans of a school, but | can forego that if there is
no opportunities.

The last letter thatcamefromome t ol d of [ ittl e Nancy Nichols Bear
clapping our hands for Nancy, both because of her safe arrival and because of her appropriate name. We are hoping
for more news.

Will 6s | ast | etter s athesumrheavith us bereiinghe Natla Wé havegqai i ng t o
had time so far to plan what we shall do, but we want to show him some of the sights and then go to Peitaiho for the
rest of the summer. | did hope to escape Peitaiho this summer but it will be worthilthéonhim to go and we
shall enjoy it with his company. Mary likes it tremendously because of the bathing. Will will enjoy that too, besides
meeting all the people. Ellen and the girls are not going to come. Ellen thinks it will be better for thermnaved t
so far in the summer time. Perhaps she is wise, but we are sorry that they are not coming.

Did I tell you that Maryés Bible and my hand mirrol
to have each.

All North China is just now muchoncerned because of the epidemic of the pneumonic plague. It is slowly
inching its way toward these parts, but there are several doctors doing all in their power to stop its spreading. It is
more fatal than the bubonic plague, but by quarantine can bpediasat entirely, as it is carried only by man.
Several foreigners in Peking have left, but | wonder how much these who have gone to Shanghai are bettered as
there is a big epidemic of smglbx on down there.

Hope | shall not let so long a time elapsédoe | write you again.

Yours lovingly
Flora Beard

Tunghsien, Chihli,
Jan. 21, 1918.

*kkkk

[This small typewritten letter datethn. 24, 1918vas written from Foochow, China by 9 ¥ year old Punk
(Kathleen) to her sister Dot (Dorothy). Letteiiisthe collection of Jill EImer Jackson. Included is an envelope
about 20 X 40 and is addressed to:

Miss Dorothy Beard

110 East College StTank Home]

Oberlin

Ohio]

Foochow China
Jan. 24 1918

Dear Dot:

| have not gotten a letter frogou for a long time. | am so glad that | have a little cousn*. But | wont see
her until she is two year olds will I. | am just aching to see her. Mr. and Mrs. Stors have a little baby too. | expect
you will laugh at my writing but it wont stay irMirs. Newell has leant us a book to play out of. And there is afale
[awful pr et ty piece in it. I't is called ATHE EVENI NG STAR
afale pretty too. Anot her i s ATHEel ®RA baddr kndovh Beécausel am j u
there is no one here to tell me how. Ho say Gould | should have written to him well will you take a message to him
or |l et him read this letter. Tell him thatofladye dondt ¢

waiting for their husubund* just about a foot high. Papa lets me tipwrite all | want to. It is lots of fun doing it do

you have one to do it with. Miss Lyda Brown is here that lady that Pebe meat at least she said she did. have you

seen herdast night we meat her. We are invited over there for dinner Sunday. This is the writing paper Monnie

gave me for a Christmas Presnt. Now | have nothing mo
lots

and lotsand lotsofloveyous | ovi ngly Punk Beardéé



*kkkk

[This letter, datedanuary 29, 1918was written from Tunghsien, Chihli, China by Mary to Stanley and Myra. She
sends her congratulations to Stanley and Myra on the birth of Nancy. Letter from the collection of Virginia Van
Andel]

Tunghsien
Chihli, China
[January 29, 1918]
Dear Stanley and Myra

We received news of Nancy Nichols just one month from the date of her arrival. Please receive the
congratulations of this Aunt and give my bestlovetb e newest ni ece. Stanl eybds | ett e
Sunday. We are glad you like the lunch cloth or tea cloth. It was instead of the cable message that never got off on
your wedding day. | tell Flora it will be more practical and lasting thasiramessage.

We are in the midst of our mid year examinations and | am guarding four industrious students. Today was
the heaviest day so several have but little need of hard studying now.

Tonight Flora has gone to the weekly compound supper. The &di¢sking turns entertaining on Prayer
Meeting nights. The first was last week. It was my night off so | went. It was a success both as a supper and as a
Prayer Meeting. We had some delicious croquets which Myra may like to try. Two cups mashed paatop, o
ground peanuts, a little onion mixed and rolled into croquets which were fried in deep fat. We are very sociable with
a second weekly gatheriiigfhe Journal Clubat which we discuss current events. | have not been free to attend
one of those meetgs yet. Our teas are becoming more often and men are often admitted within the ?? circle. That
was because we discussed that said men wanted to come. Dr. Arthur Smith is a tea devotee.

Herebés my best |l ove for Myr a, .|Bpieernnhergndamhalnayeo ur dau
too. | hope to hear again soon that all continues to go well with you all.
Lots of love
Mary.

January 29, 1918.
P.S. Your letter was censored. | hope the censor appreciated the import of its contents. Do dagou?
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[This letter, datedrebruary 9, 1918was written from Tunghsien, Chihli, China by Mary to the ones at home. She
talks about a Holyoke |l uncheon, the Past Time Club mee
No. 1 5 @dfrom thelcalection of Virginia Van Andgl

Tunghsien
Chihli, China
Feb 9, 1918.
Dear Ones at Home,

The above address is not correct because | am in Peking spending Sunday with Alice Frame. | came up last
evening with thelgildren. Tomorrow we are to have a Holyoke luncheon. Caroline Smith is up from Tientsin. Dr.
Striker, Mrs. Stiffler and Alie live here and | have come so there will be five. The sixth, Helen Hopkins, was at
college one year only and unfortunately is at Pa[?] for her New Year holiday.

Tomorrow is Chinese New Year and the church this morning was very sparsely filled because the men and
women are home getting ready for the festivities. It s a very great day for the Chinese who have not as individuals
yetadopted the foreign New Year.

At the Tientsin meeting of our Board Miss Dudley was asked to return for another year and has accepted.
We are to have at | east one new teacher and two if the
in the funds. Their entering will bring more funds also more pupils. The American man has promised us the same
cottage we had this year for at least another year with the probability of its being made ours permanently. Our last
news from Willard is that he witome north to spend the summer with us but that Ellen and the girls tdibme.

We are home hunting at Peitaiho but have not been able to make settled plans yet.

Last week | fixed our electric bells down at school. All that was needed at the cutisgew batteries
but | found a broken wire at the school home. Flora had the promise of a college student to do it but we were weary
of waiting.



On Thursday two of the girls and | made a record trip to the malt candy shop. Mrs. Lyons wanted candy to
take home with her and we went after it. We walked out in about twenty minutes and generally we take thirty five or
forty.

Last week Monday we had our second Past Time Club meeting of the year and initiated four new
members. Of course it was a good time argay one, but time to Tungchow customs not a late one. | had supper
with Mrs. Wickes last Sunday evening and went over early to watch Alice be put to bed. Alice is a darling and coos
and laughs for the sheer joy of living. Again on Tuesday | was théne ©Gompound supper and Prayer Meeting.

Alice was c¢crying lustily at first but | did not see he
arrived. Dr. Smith started the meeting and wondered why some of us were embraced with [Bughterds of
his first ?2? were AThough he seems to |linger | ong, He

Thurs. P.M. We had a Holyoke luncheon of four on Monday and a fine time. | returned that night. On
Tuesday nothing particular happened. Yesterday | took a wéikhvis. Love and had tea with her afterward.
Today she gave a tea for a guest. We were a large company with seven guests here. | enclose an order for some new
corsets. | fear you can not get exactly what | want for Ruth wrote the last were a chandessimaket was old
style. Please get the nearest.
Lovingly Mary.
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[This partial letter, date@bout February 198, was written from Century Farm, Shelton, CT by Gould to Marjorie
most likely. Gould talks about seeing relatives at church and gféregs a ride home. He has heard that Willard is
going to spend next summer with Flora and Mary. Letter from the collection of Virginia Van Andel, daughter of
Willard F. Beard]

[About February 1918

éhave to go to schoupl until July to broke[?] i

I went to church today and saw Well s, Dani el and E¢
them. They are holding service in the Sunday School room because of fuel conservation. After church | took Cousin
May[or Mary? | , Ho wa r dddasint Abbig horeerin, the Maxwell then returned for Aunt Phebe and
grandma.

| suppose you are having lots of fun out there. Can you play tennis yet? Aunts Mary and Flora write that
Pappa is to spend next Summer with them.
| suppose | will be on the farrmtil about the first of or the middle of March when | will be called to Conf.
Give my love to Father, Mother and Punk,
Your brother Gould
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[This letter dated~eb. 11, 1918vas written from Ing Tai, China by Willard to his daughter Geraldine ditiginal
letter is held in the archives of Yale Divinity School. Willard talks about the combined commencement exercises of
the American Board Schools in Foochow, his surprise birthday party and the latest births on the compound.]

Ing Tai, Foobow China
Feb. 11" 1918

Dear Geraldine:

| have just written Gould and am putting it into your letter to forward to him. We suppose he is by this
time in some aviation camp, and you will doubtless know where to send this letter. We hawkanlattes from
any of you girls for a long time and my letters have not been as regular as | want them to be, for the past two
months.

Our commencement took place Jaff' @802 p.m. 1 do not have a program to send from here so will have
to send it in tle next letter. We had a union commencement of all the American Board Schools in Foochow.

Foochow Girls College came first with 4 graduates.
fi ColMfege 9 i A
i i Mi ddl e School i 16
fi Girlds College Higher Primary f
fi Bi bl e Wanands Training School A
fi Col |l ege Hi ghdér Pri mdrly f
fi Kindergarten Tr2aifini ng School fi



Tot al 55 i

We had a good audience that remained till the benediction was pronounced and the band began to play.
Mrs. Lawrence Thurston Presideof the Union Girls College at Nanking gave the address. There were no orations
by the graduates. The girls schools had one represent
distribution of diplomas, and each of the boys schools hadepnesentative to reply. The 55 graduates sat in the
body of the church in the front seats and came up one by one, passed across the stage and received their diplomas,
down the other side of the platform, around to the front door of the church and liaek seats. This was as
interesting to the audience as to the Oberlin audience on these occasions. There is so much political disturbance in
China and General Li is in the civil war, with his soldiers fighting Cantonese soldiers near Swatow thatimene of
of ficials attended. Gener al Li and one other sent rep
spent seven years in England and spoke English well. It was interesting after the exeecfeesigners and these
two representatis were invited to our house for tea. | sat to talk with these two with one of our tedihéiga
as interpreter. These two spoke mandarin only as | thought after we had conversed thus thru an interpreter for half
an hour or so | chanced to learn ttias men had understood all the English | had been using before Mr. Nga had
put it into mandarin.

We had the pain this year of usfng graduation to two boys frothe Middle School course and of holding
back diplomas from several otheseme because ¢y had to make up one or two subjects and some because they
had borrowed money and must refund it to get their diploma.

Mama gave me a surprise on my birth@dlayr tried to. In the afternoon | was at a Committee meeting and
Mr. Eyestone said to me thag lvas sorry he and Mrs. Eyestone could not come to dinner that evening in response
t o Mrs. Bear d6s i nthat Mama wa®getting upla pastya W tuingd owud that anly tbose in the
compound could come. Word about an hour before dixinekeger came up to say that he was afraid that he and
Mrs. Leger and Dr. and Mrs. Kinnear could not come. So we had us four. Mr. and Mrs. Scott, Mr. Gardner, Mr.
and Mrs. Christian. Just as we were thru dinner Mr. Leger wrote up that MargarettBlizedper arrived at 7:40
06 ctlweightnayet ascertained. Kathl een at once said, A Wh y
makes six babies in our mission within about 5 weeks.

On the last Sat. of the term Mr. Ding Ming Uong had a son &edthe next day Mr. Ding Kai Ceng,
another teacher had a daughter born on commencement day his eldest boy graduates.

I am not writing in this anything about Goul dés su:
letter and know our pridi@ his achievement. You will be much to higou and Phebe and Dorothy.

Ing Tai is full of guests this vacation. We fellrs. Newell and Dwight and Marion Jean and Misses
Steinbeck and Steel Brook.

May God keep us all in His love

Very lovingly you father Willard L Beard
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[This letter, datedrebruary 23, 1918was written from Tungchou, China by Mary to the ones at home. They had a
school Valentine party with Kupie decorations. They saw many intricate lanterns at the Chinese Feastrof Lante
Festival. The board of trustees voted to continue the school. Letter from the collection of Virginia Vdn Andel

[Feb.23, 1918]
Dear Ones at Homme

The Valentine party was a thing of the future when | last wrote. We teachers worked hake ibpretty
and lots of fun. | enclose the menu and place cards which tell their own tales. The Kupie will stand it you give her a
push. Kupies two feet high with huge red crepe sashes wee most effective in the sitting room. Several games
demanded heart® we used the strings of hearts as part of the decoration. Red strips of crepe paper twisted was
fastened from the center to the corners and centers of the sides. In the dining room we attempted no decorations
except on the tables. The menus, place c&/istrips of paper with hearts at the corners and a flowered center
piece on which stood a large Kupie with a red ribbon bow bigger then ?? made the room very festive. We had only
candle light, from three lanterns hung and shaded candles on the tables.

On February 81 attended a luncheon of the College of Man of Peking at the Hotel de Pekin. We voted to
start an American Coll ege Womanés Club and talked of a
was a business meeting at which the ctustn was adopted. We have the H.C.A. basis of membership
graduates of accredited colleges for active members but associate members may be anyone who had taken any
college work. We wanted it broader but the Friday Club felt that would be encroachtihgir premises so we



became exclusive. The luncheon was a most enjoyable affair. We had no morning train then we had to take the noon
one and be late. Moreover we had to leave early to get the afternoon one back. | sat near fiveridighbors

Dantonof Tsing Hua College, Mrs. Dotson who sings so well, Mrs. Arnold wife of the Advisor to the government,

and Mrs. Reinsch, wife of the Minister. As we returned we met Mr. and Mrs. Reed just leaving for Peking. Mrs.

Reed was Holyoke 1917 and a teacher shlyn Mar tin | ast year in American. We
birthday party for Shattons third birthday.
OnFebruary1®l t ook back the Studentés League which | ha

could not manage the children and tleague was getting to be a mob meeting for entering complaints of all sorts
and making forth motions about affairs that are none o
no right to interfere oleagwepfea kamoal do affiaved with f'earrwas t he chi |

Saturday February 15 was the Chinese feast of lanterns festival. Dr. Fenn was down to speak for us the
next day. A party of 16 of us including six adults and all the high school children. We walked icity that
evening. We found the silk shop beautifully illuminated. The fronts were solid thin silk lanterns made flat and
painted with figures. Dr. Fenn said the paintings were historical but he could not interpret them. Inside was a
splendid array of fanclanterns all lit and graphophones grinding out the loudest music obtainable. Several lanterns
had inner figures that revolved with the heat of the candles. The crowd was so great we made an individual line and
passed in and out too rapidly to get det&llar boy went as guide or we never would have found these except by
the crowds. The first we saw were two fishes hanging outside a store. They were about two feet long and had huge
black eyes and pink scales. We decided they were ice when we saw aospeittatit his hand to catch the drops of
water the candles ?? were causing. Inside was a figure of a woman standing on her hands on the back of a horse at
full gallop and several other human ice figures. In the silk stores we passed we could see rows ahldnterns
and on the fronts were the flat lanterns similar to those on the one we entered. A second store had the ice lanterns
and much more elaborate ones. One was a tombstone in a circular summer home effect. The stone and pillars were
of ice so vere the lanterns some three feet high and the lion such as is used to guard all palace entrances. Opposite
this was a pagoda about 5 feet high, two huge jardiniéres 2 X 1 ¥ ft, a clock with a face 1 foot in diameter a tall
pedestal with a small vase oraitd an ice mountain side. On the mountain side stood a tiny pagoda, a bridge,
miniature figures, idols etc. All were hollow except the mountain. That was illuminated by candles standing on it.
The hollow figures are made on models made of grass. Partgef ave poured over them until the ice is thick
enough to be strong. Then the grass is pulled out. All month long the store keeper occasionally pours water over the
figurines. They are displayed for three nighte 14", 15", and 18&' of February.

Lag Tuesday we had compound supper at Dr. and Mrs. Smiths. We teachers take regular turns now. Flora
was busy on her report for Trustee Meeting so took my turn at home to get extra time to write. Dr. Smith lead and
had special prayers for each and every pludishe work, our school included.

The Trustee Meeting was one of deep interest. We are delighted that they voted to continue the school as
though nothing had happened also to give us a new teacher next year if possible. We think the ABCFM and Presby.
Boards will give more largely rather than have the project fail.

Our book ANo 13 Washington Streetodo arrived | ast we:q
completed two scenes; Delnoce one and Katherine is working on another. We have to givednthevsek in
May so must hurry.

Yesterday was a holiday for us. All the Tientsin children and Tsing Hua ones went home. Two others went
visiting so we have only seven girls left. They gave a play yesterday afternoon then we served tgeforgadind
old- over here. We had a right good time.

Last evening | took supper at Mrs. Smiths and Mrs. Huggins home. They had expected guests who failed to
appear so Grace and | went and ate a most delectable meal.

We are still knitting. | think | am almost througihd some one appears with a skein or so more of yarn. |
am tired of it and loosing my own enthusiasm so it is not easy to get the children to help.

| hope you are all keeping well. I do not know if Flora has written recently. If not this is the fesiret
three weeks. We are busy and happy you see.

Lots of love
Mary.
February 23.



Tight Scuseze-
CEdied clonia

—-—— i

Cream.’

&
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[This letter, datedMarch 3, 1918 was written from Foochow, China by Willard to the folks at home. He mentions
Gould being in the aviation corps ancetpressure that young men must feel to go to war. College opened up with
the usual number of students. The Red Cross and War Re
by Censor No. 141706. Letter flrom the collection of Vir

Foochow China
March 3 1918
Dear Folks at Home:



This is the old name | used to address you by when | wrote from Oberlin and Hartford over a quarter of a
Century ago. It gets harder for me to answer all letters, with each yasuto myself that it is because of increased
responsibilities and | can make out a pretty good case. When | was in Oberlin | had the one home letter to write each
week. In Hartford | had the same until the last year when my sweetheart was added. And ian@hi came out
alone in 1912 | had only the home letter to my own people. But in 1912 | had two homes to write to and now | have
the same and there are other friends that are pretty insistent and then | feel it a duty teliket®ts. Bean and
Raymond and Mol lie Jewett of Mt. Vernon. Then on this
me and it all helps to fill up the chink of time | used to take to write letters in.

The last mail that came yesterday morning brought gooddédttam all our dear ones in the U.S. ,

Elizabeth, Emma, Phebe, Geraldine, Dorothy and Mrs. Bean, Dwight Goddard, Will Garland and others. The mail
before this one brought one from Oliver and one from Gould that told us of his success in getting in&didine a

corps. He enclosed the service flag and | suppose he is now in a training camp from all | hear and read it must be
very uncomfortable at home for a young man, if he does not join the forces going to war.

The letters are all full of high prices,alshortage, scarcity of some food products. We are feeling it to
some extent but not as you do. We have had the coldest winter since | have been in China, but it has been dry and
clear and | have enjoyed go has Ellen and so have the girlies. We h#iwaken a cold bath each morning and
have been quite well. We eat more wheat for economy and can get sugar and meat as usual. My garden is furnishing
all the vegetables we wartdauliflower, cabbageChinese cabbage the seeds for which | am going to sgrid you
in time for planting in the Sprindettuce, beets, turnips, carrots, celery and we have had peas twice. My early peas
were injured by the heavy fronts just as they were in bloom. The later peas are as fine as | ever saw and will be good
in a week or two. | wish father could have my gardener for his farm. He is strong and faithful. Seven hens laid three
eggs to day.

Feb. ' We all started for Ing Hok and got back home Feb. 20. We had a delightful trip and | got a lot of
reports and letters witen and had six days with no prosecuted[?] work to do. Then the rest of the days we were
there | had Bible Readings and addressed at the Conference they were holding. The girlies had a fine time with
Eunice and Margaret Smith. On the Wednesday we were Weewent into the country about five miles to a feast.

While at dinner there was as severe an earthquake as | ever experienced. It did no damage near here= except to
topple over some old walls that were ready to fall. But in Swatau some thousanddefymerepkilled by falling
walls and the buildings of the Presbyterian mission were made uninhabitable.

College opened last Thursday with about the usual number of students. The most gratifying factor is the
number of old students that return. They aretically all back. There is a very evident increase in the thirst for an
education among the young of both sexes in Foochow. This is one of the most hopeful signs for the Chinese nation.

Red Cross and War Relief are after us from all sides for moneyarelttas been a greater urge on the
part of needy students for help than formerly. One boy has depended on a relative who is on a Chinese gun boat for
help at the beginning of each term. He does not know where this relative is now and | have advanted him $
Three or four others could not return without aid and | have given it, as it takes only $5 or $10 to make it possible
with what he can get for him to continue his work. Now | must get to work and write letters to see if | can find the
money.

| wroteyou of the visit of Mr. Buchner and party last December. He is coming againtué this month.
Sherwood Eddy is also coming then for special meetings with men who have been prepared to hear him.

| wonder how Father will get along on the farm thisryean he find College boys who will put in his
crops? | wish | could come home and do it.

You are wondering how | could write all this and not mention Miss Nancy Nieldlaye thought of her
much and after. What a lot of sunshine she will bring tdtimee. Does Stanley know how to hold her. He never
had the experience in baby tending that the rest of us had. He only furnished in himself the baby for us to practice
on. Did | write you that on the evening of my birthday as Ellen was surprising me htite dinner party,

Mar gar et Elizabeth Leger arrived at 7:40 p.m. and Kath

Thank you Elizabeth for the Bank receipt for $30.i0@erest on the $1000 note. As to the $100 from Ruth.

Will you put it into the Derby Savings Bank for mé&dded later If Liberty Bonds will be better buy $100 worth
for me.] Exchange is so bad here that | will wait a while at least if that is all right. Do you want a receipt? In what
form? How sweet the memory of Ruth is. Bhilips wrote recently and spoke very nicely of her as does every one.
Huntington will greatly miss Mrs. Hawley.
With love to all
Will

*kkkk



[This letter, datedarch 3, 1918 was written from Foochow, China by Willard to Stanley, Myra aaddy
Nichols. He talks about Gould and the war. The drought is serious and some schools are delaying their opening.
Letter from the collection of Virginia Van Andel

Foochow China
March 3rd 1918

Dear Stanley, Myra and Nancy Nichals:

| congratulate you all in the happy arrival of Nancy. How | should have enjoyed seeing Papa try to hold her
the first time. You see | had a lot of practice before my own babies getamet¢he new papa furnished no small
part of it. But Stanley had nae to practice on. Now you are a family of three and the third member is the center of
the home and of the universe. Let it be so and enjoy it. God wants is to. What shall we do when Kathleen is no
longer our babwith us | cannot begin to express the jdyave taken in having the girlies with us the past year and
a half. We look forward to two years more of it and then in 1920 we plan to take them home and come back without
them.

Gould is one happy beyf he is as happy now as when he wrote on theiegenf the day he passed his
tests for the aviation corps. | have never known of his being so exultant over any thing. He is where he wants to be
and where he believes God wants him to be and both Ellen and | are glad with him. The war is bringind the worl
together and by its demands is making every inhabitant think seriously. It does not yet greatly affect us. We buy
almost nothing that comes from the U.S. and we eat almost entirely things that we can get here. Prices are higher but
not seriously. A fewhings we cannot geblack darning cotton for instance. My garden is now in the prime and is
giving us all the vegetables we can-camrseansdicthatdshal a | ot
plant as soon as it rains. The droughtattigg very serious. Wells are dry and people are getting sick from using
bad water. Our wells are as yet all riggwtme schools in Foochow City have been obliged to postpone opening for
want of water.

The North and South are still fightingver powerFoochow is full of soldiers. They say the South will
take it in a few weeks. In the mean time we go on with all our work as usual.

The beI!hhas rung for the students to go to bed so | will say good night and add a word sometime tomorrow.

March5

College is again in full swing or trying to get there. We are changing from 30 min. classes to 45 min.
classes and teachers and students are a little at sea to know just what to do. But thus far there is a good spirit. About
the usual number are here. We thougétcould spread out a little and not be so crowded but the boys came and we
are crowding them in.

The one secure feeling that | have now with the nations of the world at war and China, Russia and Mexico
in the throes of internal war, is that God is os tHirone and waiting till men get rid of these wicked minds to pour
out blessings on them. May He bring peace in His own time.

With all love and praying the Father to give you the best things
Will.
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[This letter, datedarch 3, 1918 was witten from Foochow, China by 9 ¥z year old Kathleen to her Aunt Phebe.
She talks about the drought, sugar famines and all the babies born recently. Letter from the collection of Virginia
Van Andel

Foochow China
March 3 1918
Dear Aunt ebe
Thankyou very much for the | etter you sent me, and
went over South side to a friend of ourés. There is a
stayed over night and went home text day.
| expect there are lots of signs of the war in America, but out here everything is natural.
I have heard of sugar famines do you have one? We
There have been a good md&ncilaBelenbryMargertElizabeth Legernt er . Th
Margert Shippen Stors, and Kathleen Findley McConneaol. Three other babies are Charles Jorden Gillitte, Elizabeth
Waterberry Beach, and Edwin Francis Jones.
Marjorie and | are the oldest children in the compound.



March 10 We are having rain today, This is the first ra@iaythat we have had for seven months. It is just
pouring today. The Chinese were so in need of rain that they sold water in the City at three cents two buckets. Then
they took an idol and paradl@round the streets and took it in to the river and showed it how shallow the water was.

I will tell you my height and weight. | am four feet four ¥z in. height and 73 pounds. Could you please tell Edith that
| thank her very much for her letter.

With lots of love to all the farm

| am Kathleen C. Beard

*kkkk

[This letter, datedarch 1918, was written from Tungchou, China by Mary te thnes at home. A potential plag
case near where she and others traveled has put them in quarantine for abokt &keesings in a double quartet.
Mary hears of shortages back in the U.S. and feels like they are living in luxury in comparison living in China.
Willard will be spending summer in Pei Tai Ho with them but will leave Ellen and the girls in Foochowfroatter
the collection of Virginia Van Andégl

Sunday P.M.

[March 1918
Dear Ones at Home,

We can not complain of nothing interesting doing about us these days. Last week Monday six of us walked
to Peking and had a most delicious Chinessif at a native restaurant. We were ravenous but the food was plentiful
and extra good.

Dr. Love was of the party and when we reached the Old Stone Bridge (some 2000 years old) he suggested
cutting across by the dirt roads instead of following the stoaé. We were ready for any suggestions and had all
followed the stone road on previous trips so took the suggestion. Near the end of the walk it came out that there had
been a suspicious death in a camp we thus avoided. We returned that eveningabyltitaivas well we did, for we
have been in quarantine until this morning when a regular passenger train visited us once more. We have had a
special every day to bring mail, freight and depredations to investigate but we have not been travelling.

Whetherthe case was plague or no is uncertain as no others took the trouble and the few who did have
some slight ailments or symptoms all recovered. No Case of plague has ever been known to recover. Dr. Love and
Mr. Gordon have been on the road all the time watgthe suspected camp, Doctor having been home once for
half an hour in the week. There are other cases of these and one death in a camp two miles farther away but we are
not quarantined as that takes the trouble some six or seven miles from us. Qftb@ihses kept us in quandry as
to whether we could have any spring vacation. How things look hopeful and we will have it unless Dr. Love
disappears.

On the 18 we started in practicing for a double quartet. Mrs. Porter and Jean are sopranos, Mts. Corbe
and | altos, Mr. Porter and Mr. Woodall, tenors, Mr. Beers and Mr. Wickes basses. We have great fun at rehearsals
and to day made our first public appearance at church. Our hour of practice is 9.00 P.M. on Wednesday as it is the
only time we are all fig together. Miss Bostwick has been ill with a bad cold all week but is some better. She goes
with the children on Thursday to TeChow to stay for the full ten days. | hope she gets rested for she is too worn out
to do effective work and she will not go tecband give herself a chance to recuperate. Perhaps a household with a
doctor father and a doctor mother will make her do so.

Mr. Woodall who was leaving on a commission to escort coolies to France has of course lost that
commission since no more cooli@e being sent. He does return to America in June and will enlist. Mr. Beers has
agreed to stay one more year. He is here, knows the work, has enough of the language to help and is doing good
work apparently. Mr. Jordan is doing only relief work and hasgi of the men on the stone road. Mr. Stelle
returns this week from a months stay in the flooded district. Everywhere work is short two or more workers who are
off for flood relief or plague work. Doctors are a scarce quantity with eight in Shansi aatforguent intervals
all along lines where there is, or was, or may be trouble.

Phebeds |l etter of Feb. 3 came this week and | stop]
have lost one on the way and this was the first since a letter Date 23 sent by Willard and one Dec. 16 direct.

The severe cold and the coal shortage must have made the winter hard. Sometimes | feel two luxurious here. Sugar

is plentiful, wheat flour as cheap or cheaper than any other, coal in abundance and emegt Spthe meatless,

heatless, sweetless, and wheatless days or meals are mere words to us. There was a clever poem on the subject in the
Digest recently. Did you see it?

I hope that Father continues betsséwassommytdoheahoht t he r
Please convey my love. Also please take a share to Uncle Dan and Aunt Ella and tell them | am glad to hear such
good reports.



l

Mr s . Hawl ey wi || surely be missed in Huntington. S|

Mr. Corbet gave Flora a pretty compliment. When she was in Shanghai he asked how things were going.
Everything was apparently gliding smoothly and | state
his work and have it go on just the same in herralzse . 0

I gave Phebeds message of | ove to Mrs. Corbett and
lady.

Mon. Mar 25;

It is al most Stanleydés birthday and now for a few

our ages in yeat
It began to rain Saturday evening and kept it up all day yesterday. When the rain ceased, the wind rose and
has blown a gale all night and so far this morning. On the fourth floor we get the full benefit. It reminds me of
fi R o-a&lye-Baby, Inthetre¢ op . 0
We do not need the rain this spring because so much water got frozen into the ground that it is very wet as
it thaws out.
How | should love to see Nancy Nichols! The compound baby is getting old enough to be afraid of
strangers and | do not seerfoften enough to cease to be a stranger.
We are looking for Willard to come up this summer but he has not yet set any date for us to expect him. |
do wish Ellen and the girls were coming too.
A year from now we will be excited over the prospect ohan June. | hope we will not have the
prospect of having our boat taken off for war usage that those booked on the Canadian lines have this year.
I must c¢close this ramble with | ots of |l ove to you
stockings. The bills inside and out were different so we do not know whether a pair was taken for toll en route or
left out. Phebe wrote to expect 4 pair so since there are 5 | suspect the later. As my stockings are holding out thus
far, and Fsheigtakibgsthe atockings) so pplease change the charge at your end.
Lots of love to you all
Mary

*kkkk

[This letter, datedMarch 1918 was written from Tungchou, China by Flora to the folks at home. She discusses the
pneumonic plague and isgeriousness. Letter from the collection of Virginia Van Ahdel

[March 1918]
Dear folks at home:

At | ast we have received a letter from you. It is
sure we have missed one or twds@my union suits came this week and | am glad to have them so that | shall not
have to keep the other old ones over the summer. We have had a very kind winter with not more than one or two
zero mornings. | have had to put my underwear on with unusuaygren for it has been so tender that my fingers
went through like paper but the weather has been so comfortable that now for two weeks | have been wearing my
summer underwear.

To-day we are havéhpving a bit of quite unusual weather. At home it wobklcalled a northeaster but it
is now clearing off and it may end up in a Gobi dust storm. It has rained quite steadily forfouertgurs and all
nature has expanded its thanks. The grass is green and we shall have some blossoms in a day or two on our
flowering almonds. The children have been bringing violets in for two weeks.

This is our week for vacation to begin and we are still on the anxious seat about the pneumonic plague.
You doubtless have had rumors of it in your papers homén Shansi andear the Great Wall. All the Peking
doctors have been out fighting it. There is no cure, so they have just established quarantine whenever there was a
case sometimes sealing up a whole village and leaving a guard of soldiers to guard the gates, whittratrtban
people had to be left to die by themselves. This may seem terrible but the disease is so contagious that it seems to be
the only way to stamp it out.

Two weeks ago when | came back from Shanghai, | saw a huge square of Chinese all squhging on
ground at Pukow (across the river from Nanking). When | asked the coolie carrying my suitcase why they were
there under guard, he answered that they were sick. The Chinese word for sick and soldier are so nearly the same
that | did not think much abobit, but upon reaching Peking, | found that a Shansi official has come down into
Shantung and died. His wife had traveled with him, had taken the disease and still traveled on at every place she
stopped she left trouble and now rumor has it that there tmemtyfour deaths in Nanking last week.



We have been having our own private seatmut four miles from here. One of the men working on the
stone road between here and Peking died very suddenly on his way in to the hospital. It looked very suspicious
although there is not conclusive proof that it was more than pneumonia. However the whole camp of eighty men
was put into strict quarantine and Dr. Love has been in charge now for five daday Tie was letting all but a few
men out. One man should halied yesterday, but instead he is getting well! The test is very much the same as with
the eating of toadtools. For five days we had no trains from Peking and our mail had to come down by donkey.
The trains started again-ttay so we hope our experierisever. The children could not get home to Peking
yesterday so they went-tlay, wearing masks over nose and mouth. There was probably no need of it, but perhaps
it was wise.

With all these happenings we cannot tell whether we will be able to go hoavellifig is such a
dangerous thing just now. Here in Tungchow we are safer than anywhere else, in our big open compound away by
itself. We are all hoping for warm weather soon for that is death to the plague germ. Between the plague, floods,
and politics poor China is indeed hard pressed. Out of it is coming some good for the people in the submerged
districts are so eager for the Gospel that all the educational institutions are sending many of their teachers
(foreigners) and many of the Chinese instructiown to help out. Now there is a request for the whole
Theological student body to go. It is certainly a wonderful opportunity. Several women (foreigners) are out
itinerating in boats, for some places, where there were villages, are now fifteen feethmavater, and the poor
villagers are huddled in spots near by.

While | was in Shanghai, | met a man who had just returned from New York and he said United States was
a very different place from what it had been, especially the East. He said thethbeopleere seriously in earnest,
but he spoke of the West as showing little change asagehough they had not yet felt the situation. | am sure you
have suffered far more than we here. It has seemed almost luxurious to me to be living so comgorzblsnee
this winter, while so many others have been sacrificing so much. We have had all the wheat, sugar, meat, and
everything else that we have usually to eat, in an abundance. It did not seem a wise move to have the children go
without any ofthesefo | am sure in this country and climate chil d
can be gotten.

On another paper | have written one or two needs. | am sorry to trouble you, for | know you are busier than
me, and | shall not need many moraetfs with just the one more year to plan for.

Two weeks later:l thought this letter had been mailed and | wonder what you did get in my last letter
probably one of Wi ll&és | ast |l etters to us.

Since | wrote the first three sheets we have gotten ofi@ithildren who were going home for vacation. It
has been proven by the plague experts that we never had any cases of plague near us nor in Peking. The cases were
pl ain pneumoni a. Because of this Mary fteraHdilstaadden si x ¢
Beers has gone with six boys about six miles from Mar
from Mary yesterday was enthusiastic with its good time. They will all retunmotwow. The weather has been
ideal not too smny- for tramping.

| have been here alone with the exception of little Clarkson Stelle, whose father and mother are attending
the annual mission meeting in Tientsin. | see little of him except at meal times for he is out playing with his two
small chumsDudley Porter and Hunter Corbett.

| have been getting a lot of work done such as having ink wells put into 36 desks, getting our front porch
screened for the summer, setting out over a hundred roses, and over fifty spireas, making the walks around the
school building, setting out three trees, cleaning our two buildings, and a few smaller kinds of work in the line of
spring cleaning. | am not going to get all done that | wanted but some things can wait until June, and some will wait
for another spring. Ira very anxious to leave the school established so that our successors can put on the fine
touches. | have been acquiring properties all this-y&sd for from gifts mostly. A letter from Dr. Bain (whose
daughter | chaperoned to Shanghai) tells us tha $ending us a check of $50 to be spent for the children and
teachers. We shall probably invest it in school ground apparatus and maps.

With love to you aH

i
y

Flora Beard.
P.S. Phebebds | etter to me f or alhigel rdiévedtothehathe lastsfydurer e and
cold winter. It must have been a fatal one to many who
wrote from Mt. Herman school that there had been so much snow that they had not been able tonddamiythi
out-of-doors. F.B.
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[Photo from the collection of Virginia Van Andel
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[Thisletter, datedViarch 12, 1918 was written from Tungchou, China by Flora to the folks at home. The school is

getting some backing frothe Rockafeller Center, the YMCA and possibly from the American Business Association.

North China is dealing with floods, pneumonic plague and unstable government. Theeenveélop | abel ed A Ope
byCensorNo 14140. Letter frovManAndek col |l ection of Virginia

[March 12, 1918]
Dear folks at home:

The calendar with the picture of Bends garage came
with Ben, Wells, and Dani el in it, Benhdseboan®lar gui bhin
otherwise.

To-day the Sentinels camene telling of the death of Mrs. Edward Hawley. | wonder what her husband
will do for a home now?

Three weeks later (at leastyearing Tientsin for ShanghaiThe paper and the calendar tire last news
that we have had from home, so we do not know how you spent Christmas. | hope Mary will have some good newsy
letters from you when | get back to Tungchou. | am returning from taking one of our girls to Shanghai to meet her
parents who are cdng up from Singapore. Her father has been called to Washington Dr@agine to help Mr.

Hoover, for he was one of the Belgian Relief Corps.

School has been proceeding on very pleasant lines as usual this year. We are adding to ourselves pupils,
matefals, and more missions in the union standing back of the school. The Rockafeller Foundation, the Y.M.C.A.,
and possibly the American Business Association are to be added to the three Blethdglist, Presbyterian, and
American Board. This means addedmay for supporting the school. We have been getting a fine lot of advertising
free and iS just the kind that we walately and our number of pupils for next year will probably reach to fifty. We
like this but just how we are to house them all is ttoblem before us. We are assured of our fifth teacher next year
and we may have the sixth. We want to have large enough faculty to do all of our own teaching without having to
call on the people in the compound.

Will is coming up to spend the summer withand we are looking forward to a good visit with him. We
hope to get in some trips on our way to Pei Tai Ho and also to do some entertaining while there. We have been very
fortunate in renting a brand new cottage for 100 taels (about $140 silver) smowilkbe no more than Mary and
| have had to pay for one room per season. Miss Dudley wishes to spend August with us and that will help. If we



should ask to have any parcels sent to Pei Tai Ho, will you please assure the home postmasters ttfité ie an o
which parcels and any other kind of mail can be sent during the summer months. There are over 2000 people there
in July and August and we have all the usual concessions to a summer resort.

North China has had its troubles this yédirst, thefloods which are not yet gone, and now the fatal
pneumonic plague which has spread over such a wide ter
much longer as the sun is getting farther north every day. Now Peking is entering on lgeeyehtion a little
earlier than usual. Pres. Feng wants to resign but he is at a loss to find the official to receive his resignation, since
there is no Parliament and no Vice President. Some of the wealthy Chinese are leaving bag and baggegg to get a
from feared looting. | do not know what is to happen but | hope it may be as peaceful as the others have been.
Certainly our Central Government has not been of such character as to command our respect and confidence, and if
a change could put a littleackbone into the affairs of state every one would welcome the change.

Please excuse the extra quirks in this letter. The lurching of the train have been to blame for them. Do you
realize that a year from now Mary and | will be booked for returning home?

Yours lovingly
Flora Beard.
Mar. 12, 1918.
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Report of the Shansi Plague Prevention Bureau 1918
Charles W. Young, M.D.
Peking, June 5, 1918
Excerpt from Page 4

ABubonic plague is transmitted thahichthisanfmalism t he i nf

infested. The flea leaves the body of the rat dead of plague and attacks man in quest tfdbisd blood. The

only method of clearing a region of bubonic plague is to stamp out the infection among the rodents, which

practicaly means el iminating the rodent from that area. Thi
AExperience shows that in India about 3% of those

pneumonia. It should be noted, however, that except those whphewmonia, bubonic plague patients do not

infect others. There have been several small epidemics of pneumonia. Most of these have occurred in warm

countries and the victims were usually the doctors or attendants in the hospital where the patient was leelng e d . 0
Experience in the Manchurian epidemic showed that in pneumonic plague, infection is from man to man

through the fine droplets of saliva or sputum coughed out by the patient, and our experience in the present epidemic

would seem to confirm the opon that this is the only method of infection. The difference in the ease of spread of

pneumonic plague in India and in Manchuria is due, according to Teague, to the more rapid dissipation of the

droplets coughed out by the patient in the warmer clinkégéhas estimated that evaporation is thirty times more

rapid in the hot Indian climate thanitisatthemid nt er t emperature in Manchuria. o
iAs we may safely assume that infection is only thi

prewention of the disease is the isolation of the sick, the quarantine of infected comniuthiiess, the prevention

of travel and trade between such communities and the uninfected country beyond. The methods of dealing with an

epidemic of pneumonic plagaee, therefore, very much simpler than those necessary for stamping out bubonic

pl ague. 0

[Booklet from the collection of Virginia Van Andel
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[This letter, dated\pril 18, 1918 was written from Shanghai, China by Willard to Flora and Mary. A cibieen
has been formed to unite the Presbyterian Board, the L.M.S. and the American Board. He traveled to Shanghai on a
steamer with a circus that had recently performed in Foochow. Letter from the collection of Virginia Vah Andel

Missionary Home
Shanghai
April 18, 1918.
Dear Flora and Mary;
Why could not Flora and | have so timed out visits to Shanghai that we could have met here? | eame up,
starting a week ago toda#pril 11- arriving Sunday April 14th. | went to Nanking tme night train to attend a



meeting of representatives from the Presby., L.M.S. and Am. Bd. Bodies in China to consider a union of these three
bodies. We were all pleased with the steps taken on the unanimous vote of those present to ask the thwee bodies t
appoint a comm. to draw up a basis of union to be submitted to the three-bdilibe machinery is now in
motion for the organic union of these three churches and as many others as will join.

| had a rich experience on the way up from Foochow. We had a Circus in Foochewa good one, with
trained elephants, tigers, lion, bears, monkeys, zebra, Shetland ponies and horses. All these animals and the whole
troupe some 17 Europeans and a whole raft of Indians were on the ship. | came Ghimedsde thing could not
get even a Chinese roeso | slept with all clothes and shoes on in the center of the Chinese quarters, and ate
Chinese food,got on allrighttoein ot a qual mo as Flora said on her retur

Tuesday eveningfter the coference on Union in Nanking Dr. F.K. Sanders and | took dinner with Mrs.
Thurston at Ginling College and from dinner went straight to the train for Shanghai.

Wed. | was all day in the Advisory Council of the China Christian Educational Association. Toalay
shoppedlooked over the Commercial Press and given two interviews.

To morrow the China Continuation Comm. convenes and holds until ALilz¥4 Smith and Miss Miner
are here.

Sunday | called on Mrs. Marin. Your visit with her did her a fog@od. She spoke of it several times with
great interest and pleasure.

Gould was in Shelton according to the last lettesaiting for his call to go to the training camp.

All were well in Foochow when | left. Mr. Hodous has asked to stay at home$ Rear Gardner and his
fiancé Miss Thompson are appointed missionaries of the Board in Foochow. Miss Wiley has resigned from the
mission to stay with her mother. A telegram came to Shanghai yesterday a.m. telling us that Mr. Graham C.M.S.
Foochow funing[?had been shot by pirates.

College closes July® | shall take the first boat after that for Shanghai. | have not yet decided about route
from Shanghai to Pekind%lass on the trairrém here to Nanking is all right for a lone man and is half theepri
of 1 class | want very much to go one way by traand do not greatly hanker after the steamer.

In these uncertain timewith the whole world at the most savage war ever known and with China in civil
war it is good to know God and to know thatidl@t the head of things and will straighten out the world as soon as
men will allow.

Lovingly Will

*kkkk

[This letter, dated\pril 21, 1918 was written from Tungchou, China by Mary to the ones at home. She tells about

her trip to the Western Halwith a group of girls. The school has been busy knitting items for the Red Cross. She is
proud of Gould for volunteering for the war. The envel
the collection of Virginia Van Andgl

[April 21, 1918]
Dear Ones at Home

Last week was my week to write but | l et the time ¢
gone and nothing done. 6 To go back to vacation, Fl or a
Hill s. We had one servant and used the caretaker for cooks. The donkey or donkey boy carried lunch for all day

picnics.
We got out there Wednesday noon and spent the rest of the day making beds, settling, exploring our hilltop
etc and trying to get a fire far hot dinner. The next day (Thursday) we went off to the west and followed the river
valley for miles up to some limestone quarries and a most interesting cave. In the cave were stalactites and
stalagmites beautifully formed. We entered near the toprafuntain and went down about 200 or 300 feet into its
heart. Just below the entrance was a small temple kept by two priestesses. No priest was in evidence but four small
boys acted as guide to see us aboutofthe@avetowd ussafely man bea
down and back. o She beat and called for sever al mi nut e
went off across the river, and over the plains to the south to a temple called Chieh Tai Ssu (Je Tie ssl) & the temp
is a wonderful huge white barked pine. The temple was built in"tiver@ury and was used as a resort by Chien
Tung. There we went into a second cave. This one was larger and had many passages, low and narrow leading off
from the big hollow. We followd them until the smoke of the torches nearly suffocated us. We crossed the river on
ferries and they are most unique. The current is very strong in the middle of the stream. The natives have only man
power to propel the boat. So they have a cable stebttress the river. This presses against a rotating, upright



wooden cylinder and the men pull on the cable to get us across. We all got on, girls, donkeys and donkey boys. Our
fare (or rather what we paid) was 20 cents for the party of 19 counting twemllagd four legged passengers too.

. i e L okl : " ~a :' 2 ey TN
Wr i t t en Tripto @heilb Taingsil Farryboat, Donkeys ride with as
[Both photos from the collection of Virginia Van Andel

On Saturday we went in the morning over the hills to a big cave where we daghere fine clear white
crystals and loafed around to gaze at the views. We were home for lunch and about 4.00 started down the hill to
visit a very old temple on a hill just across the railroad. Near the base of the hill are several door spaces built into
the hill side. They were built by a eunuch many years ago. He had connived the idea of drowning out Peking to get
out the reigning Emperor and putting himself in power. Two more girls joined us that night so we returned in time
to wait on the embankmerdrfthe evening train. On Sunday we walked over to Wo Fo Ssu, or the Temple of the
Sleeping Buddha. En route we stopped in the old Hunting Park which was demolished by the French and English in
1868, as a part of the punishment for mistreating Englishasbjehe grounds are still beautiful with the lovely old
trees, winding paths, brooks and ruins. We next went to Bi Yun Ssu where there is a room containing statues of the
508 followers of Buddha who followed him from Tibet. One was a cripple and a ré&ndd him all the way.
Some brought pet animals, cats, dogs, birds, etc. The three leaders hold positions of honor in the center of the room.



It is a regular maze to wander about the corridors. There we drank from a natural sulphur spring. We direbed to

top of the fine towered pagoda and had a fine view of the country. There were 104 steps. Wo Fo Ssu is rented for 99
years by the Y.M.C.A. so quite modernized and well repaired. It is quite a popular place for week ends or for a
summer resort. We canme on Monday and had Tuesday to get cleaned up and tidied up for school.

OQur doubl e quartet still thrives. Last night we ga:
stunt night and sang a round and popular sing for a second number. Weirappaech again soon in a selection
from Elijah.

Our Red Cross work grows apace. | have returned 8 sweaters, 6 scarfs and 1 pair of socks. We have 9
sweaters, 14 scarfs and 6 pair of socks largely done. This week we commence making pillows for caisvayescen
filling them with bits snipped from the left overs of the garments. Also those not already at work start on the colored
squares for afghans for convalescents. | am nearly to the neck of my own third sweater. | have it at hand every
where except in $mol, church and dining room. How Ruth would enjoy knitting and how well she could do it.

We have had a nice letter from Elizabeth lately. The Sentinels come occasionally and are most welcome.

Tomorrow we are up early to be off for a day of sight se€lihg British Legation with the story of the
siege by Mrs. Stelle, Coal Hill and the Winter Palace. It is a full day but the places are near together.

How awful the war news has been. We pray that the lines may not break and that the end may be near. The
paper that said we had had only the fAhoney moonodo and t
do you hear from Gould. | hate to think of his getting into it, but love him the better for volunteering.

| do hope you are keeping well arithit some help for the farm appears. The papers even mention
importing help and | wonder if they will do it.

The people here are much upset in plans because the express boats are all commandeered. Now our only
connection is by Japanese lines and smallsh@&300 tons or so. Dr. and Mrs. Love are forced to wait until July so
are others we know. When will it end!

| must get into bed for my 6.00 A.M. rising. Already | am in my night robe as it will be a short process.

Lots of love
Mary.
April 21, 1918.
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[This letter, dated\pril 22, 1918 was written from Princeton, N.J. by Gould to Dot. He is having a military
uniform made for $55 and includes photos taken of him and his fellow soldiers in military training. He is paid only
$33 a month. Létr from the collection of Virginia Van Andel

U.S. Army
School of Military Aeronautics
Princeton, N.J.

April 22, 1918.
Dear Dot:
I am again in AEO week. Things have been happening
review last Sturday to which all the Parents, relatives, and sweethearts were invited. | would have invited Annie
and some one of the Aunts but | have no dress uniform

a day as that in these old togs.
| am geting a uniform made. It will cost me $55 for suit alone but will have to have it sometime anyway. |
am sending a few pictures that a photographer took of us; the writing on the back of each explains it fully. | am also
sending you a letter | just receivBdm Mamma. Tell Phebe that | quite agree with Marjorie. You will see the point
after you have read Mammabs | etter.
| had hoped to be able to send you girls some money, but now with $33 per month | will hardly have
enough for my own expenses.
Maude senine a fine box of fudge the other day, | ate the last piece today.
I didnét study any yesterday, Il was so tired that |
and there was no one here to bother me.
This week our squadron is five more sheathan last week. We had an hour exam in Military Law and a 2
hour exam in Motors besides the regular wireless exam. | got the motors pretty good but | rather think | just skinned
by the Mil. Law. | knew the stuff allright but | just pulled a bone on ¢uestions.
As my roommate says, this isndét studying, so good |
Your loving brother, Cadet M. Gould Beard



[The following photos are from the collection of Virginia \emdel]
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Written on back of photdiSqu adr on fi C&. Goilgavwershe tbplmre thelnfantie right on top
helping a man up. My roommate is at the lower left hand corners of theiboxhv hi s hand wup t o

Written on back ofthe photdSqu adr on f C4. Bokira.sTke ink armove¢ft drrbw below mejpoints
to my roommate and the pencil arrow to tnf@rrow above men in middle of phgto
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[This letter datedApril 30, 1918was written from a Missionary Home in or near Shanghai, China by Willard to his
daughter Phebe. A circus had been in Foochow and Willard hgdtton the same steamer going to Shanghai as

the circus and all of the animals associated with it. He had no room so had to sleep in the middle of it all. He
attended meetings in Nanking and Shanghai. Pirates killed a fellow missionary in Zuhning 6omilesochow

and 2 foreigners are held for ransom in Northern China. He gives Phebe advice on work, school and who to talk to
if she is troubled. Letter donated to Yale by family in 2006.]

Missionary Home
April 30" 1918
Dear Phebgdaudter:-
To night | am just going to begin this letter and hope to finish it tomorrow. | left home a week ago last
Thursday just after lunch. A circus had been in Foochow and the wholéd thihguropean Performersountless
Indian workmen, two elephants horses, a dozen ponies, a zebra, 2 tigers, 1 lion, 4 bears, hyenas, dogs,-monkeys



