1902

1 November21st Willard travels to Shaowu and returns to
Foochowsometime after Januafy2, 1903

1 Volcanoon Martinique explodes causing 30,000 deaths in
St. Pierre

1 Aswan Dam in Egypt completed

1 Willard is 37 years old, Eller84, Phebe7, Gould 6,
Gealdine 4, and Dorothy turns 1.



[This letter datedlan. 19, 1902vas written by Willard and Ellen to the folks at home. He talks about a trip to Ing
Hok and of his busy schedule for his upcoming week. Letter ddoatede by family in 2006.]

American Board Mission.
Foochow, China, Jan. £91902.
Dear Folks at Home:

According to my Correspondence Register | wrote you Dé%. 1901, No. 25. Yor letters have come in
nicely. One came Dec. 18, amgo came Jan.-11902. The same mail brought a good lettenf Oliver and one
from Dwight.| have not mailed a letter this year thus far.

Dec. 28", 1901 Mr. Smith and | started for Ingokito make a tour of the fieltlVe returned Jan™"8 It
rained dittle the day we started, but the sun very soon dispelled all the clouds and wefheivgesther for all the
trip. We held communion at Gak Liang, P&oh, Diong Keng and Sung Kalun. all thirteen were admittedd] the
churches on this trifflhe IngHok people wer@verjoyed at seeing Mr. Smitfihey greeted him everywhere with
firecrackers, and feasts, both of wihihe endured with good grade every chapel the people were packed in
almost solid and listened perfectly to the preaching.

We returred Jan. 8to be present at some of the meetings during the Week of Prayer and to get Miss
Newton, Mrs. Smith and Dr. Emily D. Smith to take them up to Ing Hok for the Quarterly Meeting of that station
held Jan. 147 16" So we were off again last Mday morning Jan. 13 and returned yesterday, Saturday Jan.

18". The weather again was perfeaiyarm and clear withelightful moon light evening&he meetings were full
in their attendance and a beautiful spirit of brotherly love prevailed thrftigbtighout]. The new missionaries for
that station are very much pleased with their nemdand the people and the wdrkmy opinion they are
peculiarly fitted for this work.

A letter from Mr. Goddard yesterday states that he has accepted a poghidkyman and Gordon who
make machine forgings in Worcester, Mass. They will keep their home in Lancaster, and Mrs. Goddard will remain
there. Dwight will be on the road some of the time.

We received the sles you sent by mail all righthe children sem to be sbd well now.They are all
three in my little study as | write thisThey have just gotten tired of looking at pictures and have found a box of 2
X 4 plates for a camera that Ellen had some fa&ry and which is now usele3siey have been dte well, and are
growing finely.Ellen ard Dorothy are upstairs asleep. Ellen is quite viaticothy thinks teething is pretty tough
business. | rather think if she alone were consulted she would prefer not to have any teeth and get her living all her
life as sheid during the first six monthsShe is learning to navigate,dthey say she can stand alomam almost
a stranger to her. | have been away so much during the past month.

This morning | preached * the Baccalaureate before the Thedlsglckents who graduate next Thursday.

The service was held at Gen Ci Dong, and the students
Seminary attended beside the usual membership of the church. | spoke on Jan 15 = fruit beacioming lveeek

will be full. Tomorrow | have an engagement with the dentist in a.m. a committee meeting to arrange a song service

for Easter in p.m. On Tues. a meeting of the trustees of the Anglo Chinese College of Meth. Mission, Wed.

graduation exercisad Foochow College Am. Board. Thursday Graduation exercises Theol. Semy. Fri. go to

mountain to look after cottage and several other items of business, Sat. examination of candidates for Theol. Semy.

| am enclosing $5.00 Canadian paper money in tttisrlelf | am owing you take it to pay yourself. The
remainder put in bank.

The weather is surprisingly warm. | have not yet put on winter flannels nor my heaviest clothes. We have
no fires in the house and doors and windows are open. Friday ooatheoiming down the river we could not wear
overcoats. It was too hot.

Have | written about our surprise learning of the engagement of Miss Newton? Where did the news
come from? Apparently she is as far from that point as ever, and as firmly amhtldcyoung women coming to
the field should keep from entangling alliances as ever.

[The following written in parenthesis was written by Ellen

(A Miss Gluck of the Methodist Mission was engaged to a Dr. Charles who came to Foochow on the sante streame
on which Miss Newtortame last summeBut that engagement is now brokéoes not this explain the mistake?

Ellen.)

To us as a family, scattered all over the United S
have come in big showersrihg the past years. We must all strive to be very useful to Him, and to be ready to be
used by Him in any capacity.

With lots of Love from us all Will



[The following was written by Elleh

*| want to add a note about that sermon which Waluld be too modest tarite. One of our most candid judges

among the missionaries of our Board here heard that sermon and told another missionary that it would have been a
fine sermon in English but it waspecially forceful in Chinesé& man who can gach such sermons as that ought

to be released from the drudgery and given the opportunity to preach. Ellen.

*kkkk

[This letter dated~eb. 2, 1902vas written by Willard from Foochow, China. He talks about graduation exercises
at the Seminary and dengim student his diploma. He continues to travel to Ing Hok where the missionaries are
having success. He is purchasing property for a new church in An long Die. The previous church burned. Willard

mentions his Uncl e Th e oYae bydaindy inRk@G&.]t h . Letter donated

American Board Mission.
Foochow, China, Feb"% 1902.

Dear Folks at Home

My register tells me that | mailed just one letter to a foreign country during the month of January. That one
was to you on Jan. 19 We have received none from you since that time.

Since | wrote last the various institutions of learning in Foochow have held their graduation exercises. The
Seminary closed with exercises January.2Six young men received diplomas. Another has caegkhe
course, but rumor has it that he was married a year
College a year ago now and rumor says they were married without the Christian ceremony, and that they now have
a child over a montbld. They bah flatly deny the whole thindJntil the truth comes out he will have to go
without his diploma.

Last Tuesday | returned to my old occupation of going to Ing Hok. During the past five weeks | have spent
twenty three days in that fieldag Tuesday Mr. and Mrs. Smith, Dr. Smith and Miss Chittenden moved up. We
had four boat loads of freight and passengers. The first day found us at Gak Liang at 10 p.m. It was rather a long
journey. But the weather was warm and the next day we hadyatéigltrip over land from Gak Liang to Ing Hok,
arriving at 4:30 p.m. The goods on the boats did not arrive till Thursday about 3 p.m. | was kept very busy Wed.
evening and all day Thurand until noon Friday helping them make arrangements for stthéng, and settling
various questions relating to the work of thédfieext yearThe Chinese year closes next Friday. (Chinese New
Years is next Saturday.) The friends had perfect weather to begin their new life in the new home. Everything is
propitious for a great blessing to be poured out on the Ing Hok people through these new servants of God. There is
a great movement toward the church in most of the field; the brotherly feeling that exists between all the workers
forms an avenue by which the H@ypirit can enter and which He can use; the preachers seem to be fully alive to
the possibilities and the dangers of the situation; there are not a few church members who can be relied on and who
are men of prayer; lastly Mr. Smith seems to me to be aoff@od. He has a good level head, and a large stock of
common sense which seems to be consecrated to Godbs
Emily Smith is a true hearted, natural woman whom everyone likes. These three will ivatteeof the Ing Hok
people for Christ.

| started for home Friday at 1 p.m. A strong head wind and very shallow water made our progress very
slow, and it was 5:45 yesterday when | reached home Friday night. The weather changed and it begaméo rain. T
wind blew thro the boat terrifically all day yesterday and the Chinese passengers sat and shivered. |rowed and
poled the boat to keep warm. We have had very warm weather until this cold snap. When | took the boat Fri. noon
| had to take off my coand unbutton my vest to be comfortable. At night | wanted coat and overcoat on, all
buttoned tight. | put on winter woolens last night for the first time.

Florence Kinnear has what Doctor calls Diphtheria. Eunice Kinnear is at the Anchorage, Paatr@sd M

are at Miss Newtonbés, and the youngest Gerald is now

Hodous are staying there with him. The old house is nearly all torn down. Only two rooms with bath rooms left.
The new Gi rrisiigsapi@yooh theesijeef the sest of the house and the adjoining land. Part of the roof
boards are on already, and rafters are going up on other parts.

Ellen and the children are all quite will. Dorothy is developing fast. She claps her handsské&ero,
shakes her hand for good bye, folds both hands and gives the Chinese greeting, says papa and mama. She pulls
herself up by a chair or our knees and walks along holding on to thicrgeps all right; not yet weaned! and she
is not anxiousd be!!

| am going to purchase a piece of land for a church dbAgn Die. The churclthere was burned last
August. The members have had ety hard time for two year#t.is one of the important points in this field. Itis a

t
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large center in itself ahwe must have a church for the existence of our work there. Rents are very high. We were
paying about $40 gold a year on the old church for $325 gold. | can purchase a piece of land on which the church
members will erect ahurch building and parsonagéis will make one very tight fisted all the year unless gifts
come from home to help out. If you, any of you, hear of anyone who desires to help in this enterprise, | am praying
that you will give him these few facts and introduce him to me. Neaclygar since 1898 we have shouldered all
the financial responsility we took upon ourselve®ut God had taken care of us and money has come for all needs.
So we will trust Him for this.

With lots of Love to all

will

The | ast pamere fa%e mtcicmallnd o f [Theéodoré EdwafdBeaoddbo Dee. 81s183Be at h .
d. Dec. 9, 19011

Four brothers L to R: Oliver Gould Beard, Jamé¢enry Beard TheodoreEdward Beed, William ThomasBeard
Taken beforddecemberl901. William Thoma®eard and Theodore Edward Beard were ligtatie 1870 census
as being inte business of Paper Manufacturingy.T. and T.E. Beard was the name of their compasayes
Henry Beard ran a store, was a State Representative in 1883 and then went intodhedraisiness which
Bennett N. Beard eventually took over.

[Photo from the family of Myron Gould Bedrd



From the Evening Sentinel December 10, 1901:
BEARD- Long Hill, Huntington, Dec. 9, Theodore E. Beard, aged 68 years, 11 months, 15 days. feuviees s
will be held at the house, LonglHion Wednesday, at 2 o'clock.

*kkkk

[This letter dated~eb. 9, 1902vas written from Foochow, China by Willard and Ellen to the folks back home. It is
now the Chinese New Year. Willard went with a group arattissionaries to witness the worshipping of the

Emperordés tablets. Letter donated to Yale by family

American Board Mission.
Foochow, China, Feb"91902.

Dear Folks at Home

Last weeki Feb. 2°the letter was written to ydout none have been received. | believe no mail has come
from America during the week.

Friday night we passed from the old Chingsar to the new Chinese yed@he past week has therefore
been a very busy one. | have been away from the station so nmiredy the past month that all the business and
plans of the month were crowded into this one Ist week. To add to the rush the bargain for the purchase of a piece
of land for the theological seminary was consummated last Tues. evening and the ownergdasveinihg at 8
p.m. to sign the bargain agreement. But they had not fixed it up among themselves completely and it was 11:50
p.m. when they left the house after having signed the paper and received the first payment of $200 out of the $3500
which they vere or are to receive for the land and houses on it.

Thursday afternoon we ran away for a fewhehours and
foll owing is writ t]&heGeérman EdndulehadGent ott a gedeval invitatiometgublic to
visit his gardens and see the orchids which are now in bloom. He has quite a collection mostly imported | think.

After taking afternoon tea with Mr. and Mrs. Mar sh and
children enjoyed gly the privilege of running about the grounds and watching the swans, geese, ducks-and gold
fi shes; and searching for the electric light bulbs set

and yell ow and r ¢hdchifdiemgoa tolgét outlfar a ride or watlcasiboadlydhey are shut
up in the compound in their own little world so much of the time.
OQur Consul 6s wife, Mr s . Gracey sails very soon for
wish you might meet her but think there is little probability that you will have the opportunity as she will spend
most of her time in Vermont.

Last week | examined my three station classes and
Bible woman who usually assists me was ill | examined them alone this time. Miss Newton, on her return took
charge of all three Bible classes; so | have only these three classeShow. [ | et t er now changes ba

handwritingl Don 6t y o u wnite bkéathid? coul d

Friday was the last day of the Chinese year. On the first day of the year, usually about 3 a.m. the officials
of Foochowi all the higheronesne et at t he Emperorés Temple to worship |
ceremony, sbwent this year. Mr. Gardner, Mr. Peet, Hodous and | of our mission, Wilcox and Simester of Meth.
Mission and a Mr. Shipway of the Eng. Baptist mission of Shantung were the members of the party. We watched at
the Temple from a little after 3 a.m. till3® before the highest officidlthe Viceroy arrived. Just as he came, Mr.
Wilcox fainted dead away. We carried him out into the open air and he soon came to himself, but he did not want to
be left alone so | remained with him and did not see the wiersfermance. | saw one man go thro the ceremony
however. Itis simply kneeling three times and bumping the head on the hands which are put down to the ground. It
requires about three minutes.

Yesterday we had to dinner with us Mr. and Mrs. Lacy,#d Mrs. Semester, Mr. and Mrs. Marsh,
MessersCaldwell and BucknallOn China New Years the streets are almost vacant and these people enjoy walking
over.

Ell en attended a musical given at Dr. El &wny Lyonds
good organist. | heard him in the city Friday evening. So | returned home and put the children to bed while Ellen
and Mrs. Hodous went to hear Mr. Shipway.

This is the season of Beard birthdays. Mothers Jan\2ide Feb. 5, fathers 18 Flored s - Best wishes
to all.

With Love to all of you
Wil
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[This letter dated~eb. 16, 1902vas written from Foochow, China by Willard to the folks at home. Because of the
Chinese New Year, they have been attending many feasts. Thevellt@re low and rain is needed. Letter
donated to Yale by family in 2006.]

American Board Mission.
Foochow, China, Feb. £61902.

Dear Folks at Home

Your last letter arrived Feb. T@&nd my last started Feb.",(No. 3. The week tsasped away and one
hardly knows where it has gone or what he has accomplished. Still there has been something each day to demand
ti me and attention. We have attended feasts on two da
themissonpayer meeting at our home on Wed. afternoon; EI|I €
one afternoon; Mrs. Gracey is going to America for a visit of a few monttesyd we went over for a walk on S.
Side with the children yesterday afternodrast evening the deed for a piece of property adjoining our new house
on the west was signed. The property is 140 X 75 frethased for the Theological Semy.

The weather continues very pleasant. Every day the sun rises bright and clear, andtbatvaemeed
little or no fire. Chinese feasts are thick nowadays, one tomorrow, another next Thursday, and now last week.

| think | wrote that the $11.00 for Upper Bridge work from the ladies in Huntingtow known as the city
of Sheltoih came by youtast letter. | will write Miss Wooster sometime. It seems as if duties only increased as the
months go by. But the last weeks of the old Chinese year and the first few of the New Year are always very busy.
With both educational and evangelistic wottkalve no vacation except as | run away from everything and then
problems only wait till | return. Dr. Kinnear and family have moved over S. Side again and this leaves me the only
man here who can talk.

Monday morning.

Another bright warm day. We mustgyrnow that the rainy season will soon come. Wells are

very low. Ellen and the children are quite well. Dorothy creeps all over the house and walks by chairs. All send
love. Gould walked with me last Saturday a stretch of 2 miles where we restad halir. Then we walked back,
took afternoon tea with Dr. Lyon half an hour. Then walked 2 %2 miles thro the Chinese streets home. He would
not admit that he was tired. How is that for 5 years?

| must close now and go to a feast.

Lots of Love
Will.

*kkkk

[This letter datedMar. 2, 1902was written from Foochow, China by Willard to folks at home. His children have

the chicken pox. He talks of a big funeral of a Chinese Christian man. Willard expresses concern of the drought.
He expects thtehe and the family will be leaving China for America in one year. The Y.M.C.A. has offered Willard
a job as Secretary. Letter donated to Yale by family in 2006.]

American Board Mission.
Foochow, China, Mar."$, 1902.
Dear Folks at Home:

| wrote last two weeks ago. Your letter came last Thursdme from mother and one from Phebe in the
same mail. My letter of Feb. $Was No. 4.

The most important news during the past two weeks, to you would be the fact that the children laave all h
the chicken pox. Some three weeks or more ago Phebe had an eruption, and Ellen asked Dr. Kinnear to look at her.
He said little about it and gave her a few doses of salts. Soon Gould had a few pimples. A week ago last Thursday
night Geraldine was vg restless. | was away over last Sunday, when | returned last Monday Dorothy was quite
sick. Ellen became exercised about her Sunday morning and sent for the Doctor. He came again Monday morning
and again Tuesday. But Dorothy is all right now as hagpgver creeping all over the house and as big as a queen
when someone will hold her hands and help her to walk. Geraldine has diarrhea today. But she is around all the
time much as usual and seems better tonight. Otherwise we are all well.

A week a@ last Friday Mr. Hodous and | went to Chong Ha. That day we attended the funeral of a man
83 years, a life long resident of Chong Ha. For about 30 years he has been an earnest and consistentt@ristian,
pillar of the Chong Ha church. He was thdedt man in Chong Ha and the most respected. He was a well to do
man. One of his two surviving sons is a preacher at Sang Po in the suburbs station. He was my first Chinese



teacher. The other son is an agnestithere is such a thing in China. Hisly concern is to get and keep money.
You may know that one of the most harped on charges against Chinese Christians is that they do not care for their
deceased ancestors. So this preacher decided to make as big a funeral for his father as Chosgwanel/er
think he succeeded. | counted 100 persons in the procession dressed-imalnitengi and there were as many
more in citizens dress. At the feast while | was eating there were 18 tables with 8 persons= men at a table. This
was only about &lf the company. The expense of such a funeral would cost about $300.

For Sunday we wergcross the river to Deng Chisaturday evening we did not retire until about 11
ob6cl ock. There were 8 or 9 men t ondévangelisiicssenice e&dndadyor adm
the chapel, which could hold about-T#as packed at three services. Five united with the church.

The Theological Seminary opened Thursday F&B. Zomorrow | expect all the young men in their
places and in the harnesBoday | conducted communion at Sang Tung Gio, two men united with the church.

| think | have already written that the shoes you sent by mail arrived safely. The cards came all right.
Yesterday we received notice that a box of cards was on the way @ro

The drought is becoming serious. Wells everywhere are very low. The wheat is much injured. There is
scarcely water enough in the rivers for boats to ply up and down. Not only is there no rain but the weather is very
warm. The first of Feb. Iyt on woolen under drawers, but | had to take them off a week ago, and one day this last
week | had to take off my woolen undervest. But March has not gone by yet, and sometimes we have a lot of cold
wet weather in this month.

If all goes well we shalldon our way home or abioto start by a year from now. How quickly the time
will fly! And how much there is to be done before then! | wonder where o il be while in the state&llen
has a leaning toward New Britai will be central for both or homes and the educational facilities for thiéddcen
are of the first ranK. think | have not written you that while | was in Nanking last November Mr. Mott asked me to
sever my connection with the Am. Board and accept a Secretaryship under theAY iNChina The only reply |
made was to give him permission to talk with Dr. Smith and to tell him that | should surely remain h&r@0atil
and then take a furloughlow | have not spoken to yone about this except DwighBeside Mr. Mott and somaf
the Y.M.C.A. secretaries here in Chjfawight and Ellen, no one knows of the proposition, and would prefer you
not to mention it. | suppose | ought not to have put it in this letter but you can keep this one to yourselves and
merely give the coentsto other friends.The Y.M.C.A. work in China has very many attractive features for me,
but | am not convinced yet that | can be more useful t
keep right on in this work where | am now.

With Lots of Love to all
Will.

*kkkk

[This letter datedViarch 16, 1902was written from Foochow, China Willard to the folks at hom®&aughter,
Dorothy, still has the chickenpoRr. Torrey arrived and spoke at various venues. Rain is still need¢ldefavells.
He requested some itefios the family to send to himetter donated to Yale by family in 2006.]

American Board Mission.
Foochow, China, March 161902.
Dear Folks at Home

Your last letter arrived Feb. 28 One came frorPutnam by the last mail March".11 wrote last Feb.

17" no, it was March %, No. 5. Dorothy was just recovering from the chicken pox. She is all right now, and
developing fast. She tries to imitate sounds both in talking and singing. And of tmg $e express her own

thoughts by a language which seems to be in a state of transition. She understands much that is said to her. Each
morning she comes in to eat oat meal with her papa. This morning she was finished before the amah came for her
and so she got down on the floor. She had a napkin ring playing with it and got tired of it and left it lying on the
floor near her. | asked her for it, pointing to it and she immediately picked it up and put it into my hand. The others
and Ellen are alivell. Ellen is pretty tired, for we have had no cook since Feébag8 she has had to oversee
operations in the kitchen. A new cook came yesterday.

Dr. Torrey from Chicago arrived last Tues. at noon. He spoke at 2:30 p.m. that day to a union Chinese
audience. That night he went into the city and spoke to the boys of our college. The Wed. morning at 10:30 and
again at 2:30 p.m. he spoke to union audiences wfeSb.At 4:30 he addressed the foreigners on the filling of the
Holy Spirit and went stralg from this meeting to the steamer.

| began on the auditing of the mission accounts last Monday and must finish tonm@rrdwesday
morning | plan to start foing Hok. The Ing Hok people all came down to see Mr. Torrey. Mr. and Mrs. Smith



returned lasFriday morning, taking with Mr. and Mrs. Hodous. | plan to take both Smith and Hodous on the tour
of the Ing Hok field this timeWe plan to be home two weeks from yesterday.

The weather continues to excite the wonderment of all. The ther. now at.@t3(&gisters 73 degrees. |
have worn my heavy overcoat once only this winter. We purchased less than the usual amount of fuel this season
and have not used a tenth of it. A little rain has fallen during the past week, but it has not effectethaslls. |
increased the water in the riversasoto help boat traffic somBut the past four days have been clear and warm.
| think we shall need a few more articles from home in the June shipment from Boston
1 pair shoes for myself No.19donot purchasevershoes.

1 peck shelled corn.

4 qgts. Rye.

Some dried pumpkin.

1 pair knitted wool gloves for mysélfblack about 50-75 cents.

Lovingly
Wil

*kkkk

[This letter datedViarch 30, 1902rom Foochow, China by Willard to folks at hemHe had just returned from
Ing Hok where he toured the area with other missionaries. His children are doing well. An Easter Praise Service is
planned for the next day. Letter donated to Yale by family in 2006.]

American Board Mission.
Foochow, China, March 30 1902.

Dear Folks at Home:

| wrote two weeks ago= March 16No. 6. Since then three letters have arrived from you. Two of them
came ye;qterday. When | wrote last | was in the midst of auditing the Mission accounts. fiffigsed Monday
March 17"

Tuesday morning March 18 was off for Ing Hok. Miss Chittenden and Dr. Emily Smith who had been
in Foochow went up with me. Mr. and Mrs. Hodous had gone up with Mr. and Mrs. Smith four days previous. We
reached IngHokabut f our o0o6cl ock Wednesday afternoon. Thur sda
matters, and Friday morning Hodous, Smith and | started for a tour of the remote part of the field. Two days of stiff
walking found us at Diong Keng the farthest abldpom Foochow. We had the best of opportunities for selling
books and speaking to the people all along the way. Atdiikeng we admitted two womeBunday morning in
the afternoon we went over to Sing Kan and held Communion. That night Smith wadltadée had fortunately
engaged a boat to take us down the river. He ate nothing Monday or Tues. But was all right when we reached Ing
Hok Tues. p.m. Thurs. morning Hodous and | started for two other chapels U Nyiong and Puai Siok. Dr. Smith and
Mrs. Hodous came down the river in a boat Friday p.m. and took us on a little above Gak Liang. We four reached
home a little before noon yesterday.

All the dear ones here were all rigi@eraldine had put the sewing machine needle thru her finger but she
had already forgotten which finge¥accination had run itsotirse and taken its departu@ould had become
ent husiastic over a gun with which he was going to #
the sky was up there,and wosich oot i t |, upon which Geraldine solemnly
know God and Jesus are up there. o

The insurance receipt came all right. | am afraid a letter was lost a year ago but this receipt makes it all
right. | am glad that you hawewind mill and Phebe you will enjoy it fully as much as you anticipate. | can see
fatherdéds | ook of satisfaction as he sits by the faucet
well? Where does all the water come from. How | #théke to hear from James! What are his plans on
graduation?

s h
a



3 he Century Far windmil ot 1913
[Photo from the collection of John and Nancy Biitte

Tomorrow we are to have a day of song = an Easter Praise Service = all day. The exercisdsraesdn
and to be mostly of singing by the students in the schools of the three missions. It is an experiment and if it proves
successful is to be a permanent institution for Easter Monday. | reside at the opening session and give an address in
the aftenoon. Ellen has been teaching the Seminary boys and teaches on Easter another for the evening session.
With lots of love from us all
Wil

P.S. | am sending under another cover sixphiotos#n t he back of each | glatggotdi cat ed
cracked but the essentials are all right.
w
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[This letter datedApril 13, 1902was written from Foochow, China by Willard to the folks at home. He talks about
the money exchange rate and troubles with their cook cheating thetelldH#f a foundry accident and the
resulting death of a Christian Chinese man. Letter donated to Yale by family in 2006.]

American Board Mission.
Foochow, China, April 13 1902.

Dear Folks at Home:

| wrote March 38, No. 7. = two weks ago. March J%wo letters came from youjust at this point in
my writing the American mail was announced. But there was nothing from any of our relatives in tHarthme

All has moved in usual channels during the past two weeks. We hawecaale | think Ellen can in
some measure sympathize with the housekeepers at home who have so many trials in connection with cooks and
other servants. The Chinese money shops cash my checks on the bank, and give me as much as the bank does, so



the easist way for one to get money is to give a check to the cook and tell him to bring the money. But the
guestion of exchange is a deep one here and an ever varying one. Just now | receive from the Chinese money shops
for each dollar on the check 10 dimes @03ccash. The other day the cook cashed a check and brought me only 13

%, cash premium on each dollar. This was the day after | reached home from Ing Hok, and | had not enquired after
the rate of exchange, so | said nothing. But on enquiry | foundténéorbe 20 instead 13-¥:simply told the cook

to bring me 6 ¥z cash more for each dollar on the face of the check. He looked at me said in a low voice something
about the money shop cheating him. But the next day he brought the balance of the mMengurdhased some
strawberries very early for about 20 cents per quart. The cook knew it and the next time we took accounts with him
the price he had paid each day for strawberries was the same as on that first day. On enquiry Ellen found the price
to be 9 cents per qt. We simply allowed him the 9 cents per qt. Well this is very disgusting. But there are few
cooks in Foochow or in China who do not plan regularly to get about as much from their squeezes as from their
wages.

Mr. Ding Ming Uong was pesented by his wife with a nice boy a week ago last Wed. It lived only 5 days.
This is the second boy they have lost. One little girl more than two years old seems strong.

A week ago a very sad incident occurred in an iron foundry run by a membertéftPuo Ga church. He
had purchased a quantity of old iron which had been taken from the wreck of a vessel lying off the coast of Fukien
in the north of Foochow. He had just started the furnace, when an explosion occurred that killed two men on the
spd and so injured another that he died two nights afterward. The reason for the explosion or what exploded is all a
mystery. The furnace is uninjured, and so is the house, in fact there is nothing now to indicate that anything our of
the ordinary has ocered in the shop. The man was a church member and so the piwsstor Di ngadds f at her
other Christians helped him all that was possible. He had to give the families of each of the men killed $400. This
made a total of $1200. All the negotiations weoae thro the pastor and Christians. The man alsbtodee a
liberal given to the idolatrous feedll of this made the head of the temple near by angry, and they filed with the
Sub Prefect an accusation against the man to the effect that he haddfficighammunition secretly and while
melting it, the explosion occurred. This put a very serious aspect on the matter for if the official could be made to
believe the accusation, the man woul d |SulsReefett ansdheh e ad.
assured me the church member would not be injured.

Rain has been trying very hard to fall for the past two weeks. The top of the ground is fairly wet now but
wells ard springs are little affecte@ur 50foot well gives us fine watei.here must have been heavy rains up river
toward Shaowu for the river is quite full. Spring is here and over, if we compare it with New England, for all fruit
trees are freed from deoms and full of green frui@ur earliest fruit the Bi Ba has beennirarket for oveia week.
Strawberries are oldCucumbers and peas aredd-lowers are in profusioithe farmers a beginning to reap the
wheat.The rice fields are being made ready for the crop which is now in beds waiting the time for transplanting.

Ellen and the children are all very well. Dorothy still wants someone to hold one hand while she walks.
What would the grandmothers and auwswith her if she were home®/e are nearly ruining her.

All send lots of love
Your
Will.

*kkkk

[This letter datedApril 20, 1902was written from Foochow, China by Willard to folks at home. He talks about the
property he bought to rebuild a burned church at An long Die. He tells funny stories about his children and
imagines what must be going otntlaat time of year on the family farm. Letter donated to Yale by family in 2006.]

American Board Mission.
Foochow, China, April 20, 1902.
Dear Folks at Home:

A week ago a short letter started for Shelton, No. 9. Day beforedagt@etter came from mothefhe
same mail brought two letters from Turkey, in one of which was a draft for $8.80 gold, and in the other the
announcement that $26.40 was to come for the support of a preacher in the Ing Hok field.

Last Tuesday | gave up othausiness largelyrad became a real estate agémthe morning | received the
deeds for a piece of property adjoining the old Gen Cio Dong church for which | gave $900 mexicans. In the
afternoon | received the deeds for acpief property at An long Dié&ou remember that the church there was
destroyed by fire last AugusIo rent has cost me about $100 mexicans every year. It is also unsatisfactory and we
could not find a house that was large enough. A piece of land on which the house was buyead texstfar from
the old site, and having a large open space on two sides was offered for sale at $500 mex. The mission has no



money. The church members promised to build the church if | would buy the land. | bought it. And now | must
trust God to sed money fromsome one to meet the expenBee churches here are all doing better this year than
last in their contributions, and the number of students in the seminary is less than last year. Mr. Smith promised to
meet the deficiency in the Ing Hok fiel So | shall be able to pull thro. In the evening of the same day a mortgage
deed on the property purchased for the seminary was brought in. The face of this deed called for $435 mex.

As | look from my study window | see Dorothy in a little wagon whige bought for Gould. Geraldine is
drawing her with mama very near.

Geraldine pIIig Dorothy in a bugey902.
[Photo from the collection of John and Nancy Biitte

Phebe and Gould are playing about, while Ponto is everywhere trying to steabfaiitdread that the children are
eating. The weather for two weeks has been very fitful and hence very trying. One day we take off our flannels and
put on summer clothes and use fans. The next day we put on all our flannels and our overcoatsadire have

meal times. The consequee is we all have some cold3orothy is made to feel cross by hers. But she is not

willing to give up at all, and is up with the rest, ta
intheeveningEl | en was teaching the Catechism to Geraldine 1t
AAdam. 0 Aioh, yes Adam. 0 AWho was the first woman?0o0

Hodous and | were rolling the tennis court last evgijuist at dark. The children wanted to help and Geraldine is
never behind in any thing of that sort. So she put her hands on theadtene one 16 or 18 inches in diarand
was going to push from behind. Of course she almost immediately fouselftgming over the roller. Well she
landed all right in front of the thing and stopped it. No harm done but one girl scared.
We are glad to hear of grandmotherés good health.
The box of cards anthagazines arrived all right. You know the Powers demanded an indemnity from
China. To pay the indemnity the powers also helped China increase the duty; on imports. At present the customs
put a duty of 5% on every item in the invoice. We paid 5% owndhee of the contents of that box as it was entered
on the invoice, i.e. 5% of 2.00 in Mexicans. Now from whom did it come? There was mliothliat | imagined
came from Mr. Kinneston. As soon as | find out the source | will write the sender théirkin
Spring is opening on the farm. How | should like to help put in the oats and potatoes and fix the ground for
corn. This is what you are doing now. The farmers here are just setting out their rice and reaping the wheat. Friday



morning we had attle cloud burst for about 15 minutes water simply fell in streams. This has affected well some,
and it made the rice planters happhe river is very full so there must have been nice rains up country.
We all send love to all
Will.

P.S. I amsending the photos of Geraldine to Putnam, one is for you.

This looks like knitted swimsuits on L to R: Dorothy, eraldine, Gould, Phebe in about 1902
[Photo from the collection of John and Nancy Biitte
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[This letter datedViay 11, 19@ was written from Foochow, China by Willard to the folks at home. He talks about
the seriousness of the drought and how some Chinese pray to the idols for rain. The Christians prayed for rain and
eventually it did rain. Letter donated to Yale by farinilR006.]

American Board Mission.
Foochow, China, May 17 1902.
Dear Folks at Home
Your last letter arrived April 22. My last was written April 20, No. 9. The next week on Monday April
28 | was off for Ing Hok to hold the QuartgiMeeting with the preacher, teachers, and all pastors of that station. In
Foochow | had not realized the full extent of seriousness of the drought. But when we reached Gak Liang the road
was full of men and boys in white carrying idols and flags antinfgegongs. These had been to Ing Hok City that
day to pray to the idols to send rain. The fields had not been touched this spring. They remained just as they were
left after the harvest last fall. Rice was frightfully high and going up all the firhe.people were getting
desperate. At Ing Hok City the condition was if possible worse. The different villages were sending large
deputations to the country seat daily to pray for rain. The magistrate had to come out for each deputation and burn
incenseo the spirits. Two days previous to my arrival he got tired of the ordeal and first took his morning nap and
lunch. When he did at last emerge from his yamen the people who had come a long distance at much expense were
so angry that they stoned himn@e day that | arrived April Z%he upper part of the Ing Hok field was visited by
a very heavy shower. This somewhat appeased the people, so the magistrate was not again molested.



The meeting with the helpers was a success. The influence of tightreas very manifest in a certain
soberness, which gave to the sessions a grave tone. In my life | never realized such a serious condition of affairs.
One could i magine some of the horror of t hleitdbeami nes i
not rain what shall we do?0 I't was wusually answered

On Thursday evenindhe closing session of the meetinging Lik Huck, preacher at Gak Liang said he
had been for some days on the point of senlditigrs to every church in the field asking them to unite on a
particular day in praying for rain. It was then decided to set apart Vlag 4 day when every church in the Ing
Hok field should be much in very earnest prayer to God for rain. | waskdti@sy that day and about 30
Christians joined their voices in importunate prayer that God would pity the people and send the rain. The next day
about 11 a.m. heavy showers fell in all parts of the field. On the next day*Mesated hard. Thereds been
rain every day this week until today, so the prayers

Today | conducted communion at Dung Song and received two men. In the audience was a Buddhist
priest. | spoke with him after the service and asked him if hadmmesl the Doctrine | was preaching as one at
enmity with the religion he stood for. He said Ayour
purchased 25 cents woritha testament, a hymn book and a book on prayer. This is the firsttpaekshave ever
seen who showed any desire to become a Christian. | shall watch the case with interest.

Ellen has a lot of photos of the children which Mr. Hodous took for her. They are in many attitudes and
degrees of gesture. The plates areirptieot ogr apher 8s hands and we wil|l mai |
How | should like to see the Grandparents when they first look at them. Some of them are real worgeal art
enough for the baby magazine.

We are all wellDorothy is proud of heaccompliéments in the line of walkinghe gets up and starts off
in the middle of the floor. But long trips are still taken on hands and knees.

With love to all
wiill

*kkkk

[This letter datedViay 18, 1902vas written in Foochow, China by Witthto the folks at home. In it he talks about

the previous purchase of land for a church and the patience of the Chinese character. He ponders as to the reasons
of the natural destruction of the town of St. Pierre on Martinique. Wells are filling mabktithe plague is

returning. Letter donated to Yale by family in 2006.]

American Board Mission.
Foochow, China, May 18 1902.

Dear Folks at Home:

| sent a letter one week ago No. 10. Your last arrived April 22. Last Monday Iregtstudy from 12
p.m. until 7 p.m. with a lot of men finishing up the purchasing of a piece of property that | bought in Feb. of this
year. On the property were six mortgage deeds. These had been bought off= redeemed and what money was left
divided amonghe original owners. In the U.S. all this would be the business of the original owners, and the
purchaser would have had nothing to do with the business. But here | have had much to do with the redeeming of
these deeds. Monday the climax was reachsinply lent my study for the last battle ground and sat and listened
and looked on. These times afford me the very best opportunities for learning the Chinese character. Patience is the
attribute that al ways i mpr eocesnetseallgnexpress tiemuhlityy edo notkhoew wor d
that we have one word that fully gives the meaning of the characteristic which | refer to. It is the pmieioto
till you gain your point, not agitated in the mean time by anything that may transpire

One day this week | cleaned out some of my old letter tills. The next day Ellen found Geraldine cutting up
some of the old letters, and noticed a peculiar sheet among them. She examined it and found the receipt of my Life
Insurance Policy for 1901. oSt was due to my negligence that | did not find it in its proper place this year.

It was terrible news that must have startled you a week ago, about the destruction of St. Pierre and other
towns in the West Indies. | think this is a little more teerithian anything | have ever known in my own memory.
Is man becoming so wicked that God allows these forces to destroy him in this way? When one thinks of the loss of
life thro flood, fire, famine, war and now fire from the earth, in the past few yeacsrhbut think of the picture in
Matt. 24. And then when he thinks of the wickedness in his own heart, he wonders how God has been so long
patient with man[On May 8 1902, Mount Pelee on the island of Martinique erupted killing 30,000 people.]

Foochowand the surrounding country has been blessed by good rains again this week. Not till last
Thursday were the fields and irrigation canals all filled with water. | think now the wells are feeling the increase in

[@ e}



the supply a little. Our well dug in March giving us very nice watecoming from 50 feet down in the earth the
water ought to be well filtered. We do not however drink and of it until it has been boiled.
The plague is here aga@imot yet alarming, but just beginning. Rice and all food 1y dear more so
than last year or year before, when the people complained of hard times. Owners of houses and rice fields must pay
taxes to help meet the indemnity, and all together the people think they are having a hard time.

Tuesday 7 a.m.
I meantto have finished this letter yesterday. But there was not a moment to do anything except talk with

people. It was one of those days when two and three parties come at once on all sorts of business and other things.
Another mail came Sunday afternoowe hoped for letters by it, but none came.

Last fall when | was in Shanghai, the old fever to do business got the best of me for a time and | ordered of
a son of a former Foochow missionalr. Osgood now agent for the N.Y. Import and Export Co., 10 dmxf
soap and 12 watches. My thought regarding the soap was to help the poor Christians by allowing them to take it at
cost price and sell it for an advance. | have had a chance to let one or two shops take a lot of it but | refused them,
the poor oneare selling it all right. The watchédour are gone already.

Exchange is causing much concern here. Every day there is a drop in silver. The last | hear $1 in gold
brought $2.17 in silver i.e. as we say exchange is 41 1/2, a silver dollar is Wdrtteats. Merchants who import
from countries whose basis is gold must charge tremendous prices when they sell in silver. If the present rate of
exchange continues prices will go up in all lines. We shall have to raise in wages of servants andielsaandoo
in all eatables. But in purchasing land and property the low exchange will benefit us.

The weather is getting quite hot, tho as yet the extreme heated periods are very short, only a day or two at a
time, so is quite endurable.

Ellen and the chiren are quite well. Dorothganwalk across the room but she needs a little
encouragement. The other day | mailed to Mr. Kinney & 11 photos 2 of each kind, of the children. | have
not yet written them to divide with you. But will try to do.slf they do not come to you soon after this reaches
you just drop them a line.

With lots of love to all
Will.

*kkkk

[This letter datedlune 22, 1902vas written from Foochow, China by Willard to the folks at home. Mr. Brockman
of the Y.M.C.Ais requesting that the missionary board release Willard from his duties so that he may work for the
Y.M.C.A. The plague is how causing deaths. Missionary families are beginning to go to Kuliang for the summer.
Letter donated to Yale by family in 2006.]

American Board Mission.
Foochow, China, June %21902.
Dear Folks at Home:

Time has flown rapidly since | wrote last, on May"18lo. 11 if my register is correct. Letters were
received from you on May #'7and June 2%

It seems hailgl credible that over a month has passed in which | have not written you. But if this is so |
shall have to go back a month to begin. The most important event during this time, to us, was another visit of Mr.
Brockman[Fletcher Sims Brockmuespeciallyto present to the mission the matter of our transfer to the Y.M.C.A.
work. He had seen two members of the mission in Shanghai and they told him to come down and talk with the
mission, so on Wed., May 28e told the mission that the International Comeeitof the Y.M.C.A. wished them to
release me. Atthe Annual Business Meeting of the Mission Jufig, 1e mission considered the question and
voted to release us if the Board would send another man to take our place. Hence we will wait till tiygvBsard
its decision before we know what is in store for us. | have no anxiety over the matter. There is an abundance of
work in the field of the Y.M.C.A. in Foochow and we shall find more than we know how to accomplish if we come
back to our place here this mission. Ellen and | both feel that it is a question for the International Comm. and the
Board to decide rather than for us to say the final word. And we feel that God will direct these men alright.

The weather has become hot. Ellen and thidrein went up to the mountain on Thursday. It was rather a
hot trip. | came down Friday afternoon. Ellen wrote last night that they were all right. Dorothy had been troubled
seriously with prickly heat and she was not happyte fretful. But | trusshe will be all right soon in the
mountain air. During the past month there has been very much rain with muggy weather. We have had no floods
yet. Today the water in the river is very high and some of the lowest streets are flooded. The riceerydmeés v



just in bloom, and I trust God will not allow a flood to come to injure it. The people have had a hard time for the
past few years in many ways. This year the drought raised the price of food tremendously, and the plague has
caused confusion imany parts of Foochow and in some of the villages on the plain.

In the vicinity of our house and of Ponasang and of Geu Cio Dong the plague has been very bad. | allowed
the seminary to disband for the term without examinations on account of the raivgeplague and because the
boys were becoming somewnhat alarmed. This was Mipa@londay. The next Friday the seminary cook died.
He began to feel badly the day he went home. The teachers and students are thus far all right. The pastor of Gen
Cio Dong lost two children last week but not from plague. They went to see the Dragon Boat races two weeks ago
and it is thought they ate something that did not agree with them. Today | conducted communiGiuat e
preacher was taken during the rtitgst night with what they pronounce the plague. Thus far our mission workers
have been wondrously spared and the deaths among the Christians have been comparatively few.

On Friday morning while | was at the mountain we saw Dr. and Miss Bement conschtouse they have
rented. We went over to see them and learned they had arrived at our house at Gek Siong Sang Thursday evening at
8 o06clock, spent the night wit Kulidvg inthaearly mding.. Hodous an
Yesterday a littlafter noon Mr. Walker walked in on us here and his daughter followed immediately. So we are
fine here over Sunday; Mr. and Mrs. Hodous, Mr. and Miss Walker and myself. The Hinmans came down from
Shaowu with the Bements and are on the mountain. Dr. \Bliissome next week.

It was a quarter of a century ago day after tomorrow when | had the inexpressible joy of finding the first
colt. The picture of old Kate and little Daisy as they ran away from one in the pasture east of the house is as fresh to
dayas ever.

At the business meeting of the mission last week a vote was passed to ask the Prudential Committee to
grant us a furlough to begin early in 1903.

This means that we will probably start for the dear home land in February next. And then wifllicttrae
questions of where we will live and what we will do. Both these will be much dependent on the decision of the
Board regarding our transfer to the Y.M.C.A. secretarial force of China.

We had a good long letter from Mary by the last mail. Orfgwadays previously Miss Worthley had told
me that her sister and Mary had found each other at Mount Holyoke. But what is James going to do? | have not
heard direct from him more than once since he entered college.

| sent you some time ago several plgo&phs of the children. In this letter | enclose another. | hope it will
retain some of its outlines. It has not yet been toned. | love it. Dorothy is too cute for anything = girls language.

With lots of love to all
Will.

*kkkk

[This typewitten letter datedluly 7, 1902waswritten by J.R. Mott to Willard discussing the release of Willard
from the American Board and upcoming employment with the Y.M.C.A. Letter donated to Yale by family in 2006.]

July 7", 1902.
My dear Mr. Beard

Your letter of May 1% reached me last week. | had also a few days before that received a letter
from Brockman telling me about your favorable decision and also the willingness of your mission to release you for
the Association work. | have alidawritten Brockman that the International Committee will most gladly extend a
definite call to you to become one of the foreign staff in China. | have not doubt in my own mind that God is
leading you and all of us in this matter and that this plan wihoup for you the work for which you are peculiarly
qualified and a work of the greatest possible importance with reference to the evangelization of China. To avoid
any misunderstanding and friction, it is most desirable that the leaders of the AmBerdecdrin this country be led
to release you for this work with good spirit. | regret that it will not be possible for me to get to Boston to see them
before | start for Europe three days hence. | shall be back in the early autumn and can take thye withtttrem
early in October. | think this will be far better than to attempt to adjust the matter by correspondence. | send you
this word at once that you may know what my plan is and also that you may see that nothing is done in Foo Chow to
reverse tk action already taken or to prejudice the case with the Board prior to my getting the full case before them.
| feel confident that this course will comment itself to your best judgment. | feel all the more reconciled to this
daily in view of that Brockran reports about your not being able to enter into the new relationship until probably



eighteen months later or thereabouts. Let us in the meantime continue in prayer that God may continue to manifest
Himself by unlocking the doors for you to get out il field of great opportunity.

With kindest regards to Mrs. Beard and yourself,

| am,
Very cordially yours,

JR Mott
Rev. W. L. Beard,
American Board Mission,
Foo Chow, China

*kkkk

[This letter datedluly 13, 1902wvas witten from Kuliang near Foochow, China by Willard to the folks at home.
Kuliang is full of missionaries now. Cholera and plaque are present in the Foochow area. Willard talks of his
children and what they are doing. He talks about what the family lmeusing on the farm back home and how he
wishes he could be there. Letter donated to Yale by family in 2006.]

American Board Mission.
Guliang pr Kuliang], Foochow, China, July 131902.
Dear Folks at Home:

The last letter started fromh@a June 2%. July 8" brought one from you. When | wrote the last letter
Ellen and the children were here on the mountain. | was at Gek Siong Sang. | came to the mountain the next
Tuesday and went down the next Monday and came back the followingdBlyurl have been here since.

The mountain is about full i.e. the cottages are. Some want to come but can find no room. The Chinese
are glad to come up to get out of the plague, which is still bad, altho report says that there is a little decrgase duri
the past few days. A school tbac at Ing Hok died last weeke was a graduate of the seminary and was
appointed to teach a school and oversee a place which we opened tbis tygamain street in Ing Hokhe work

was most encouraging untilitwasuddenl y cut short by the teachero6s deat

Peak that the cholera is bad there. It has claimed a valuable womiaar fwom the Diong Loh fieldThe preacher
who was taken with the plague ati 8iu June 2% is improving. Yes, it seems as if nature never was subject to as
many disturbaces as it has been this yeline presence of the plague all about us intensifies the feeling of the
insecurity of this life.

We have all been quite well since coming to the mountHire dildren are growing fatresterday Ellen
let them put on their old clothes and wade in the rice fields for two hours. Such fun! Ph&mubhdnd
Geraldine all wentDorothy would have been just as eager to go if she had known enough. She is geanffto
the veranda and walk about out of doors on the lawn. She is now learning jostadiingle words. She eats like
an American pig. It takes two cups of milk and five heaping tea spoon fulls of oat meal to satisfy her at breakfast.
Ellen said gsterday that it seemed as if she did nothinghelserepare food for Doroth@ur whole family is
troubled in the same waWe are eating a prodigious amount of fruit. But as long as we keep well it is all right
cheaper and infinitelynore satisfactgrthan drugsWe have at last found a man to take the place of cook. He is not
a cook only a coolie but he seems brightling and capable of learningllen can leaveim to prepare some

meals aloneBut we do notfrom a selfish standpof- object toE | | e n 6 s Hec lweadis fineg .
| think | have written you that we received the little shoes for Geraldine and that slhrenyanuch
pleased with thenOne more box from homie all that we shallreceivB.h e ot her day whil e at

mentioned that they were going to Englamekt March.We would like to go home that way if it is just as well all
around, and it would increase the pleasure of our trip to go with them.
On the fourth we were loyal and had cake andiiearn, a speech and finerks. The children rarched
and sang 0 Gadde geite todk thg @ezoth in marching and singinghey all wore hts made of
starsand stripe&er al di ne6s would keep falling off and Goul d
in seeing that it was picked up and put on.
You are all at home moand cherries are nearly gofidie mowing machine is rattling daily and the barns
are being filled with hay. How | wish | was in thi®rk with you for the seasolVill next year bring mehe
pleasure?



All send love,
Will.

*kkkk

[This letter datedluly 27, 1902wvas written in Kuliang, near Foochow, Chibg Willard to the folks at homele
tells of a mild typhoon in the ared@he plague is bath Foochow near their compound. Rits expensivé.etter
donated to Yale by family in 2006.]

American Board Mission.
Guliang pr Kuliang], Foochow, China, July 37 1902.
Dear Folks at Home:

No. 13 started homeward July™4The last letter received arrived Julf 8Sirce coming to Guliangur
mail has been very scard&/e are already beginning to feel the effect of vacation days at home.

This year here in Foochow has been all upset weatherwise. From last August until this year in May we had
not one rain storm that affted the wells. With July this year the wind began to blow. First we had a week of
heavy showersone each afternoon with heavy winds. Then a week of nice weather. Then a week of strong south
wind closely related to a typhoobast Thursday the winchanged into the east and Friday typhoon gusts presented
themselves. All day yesterday thvend was very high and gustlyast night it increased in violence and gave us a
fair typhoon but with no rairifoday is a repetition ofbt night, with almost noira A typhoon usudy expends
itself in 48 hoursThe wind becoras rain and the storm is ov&ut there is no evidence of the end of this one yet.

So far there is no damage reported.
Tuesday morning July 29".

| went to Foochow yesterday with abdit errands and returned at night. It was rather hot, but before |
reached the top of the mouimta had to put on my overcodthe plague near our house has ceased. But near our
city compound and in many other partghad city it is as bad as evé@dnemeets coffins everywhere, and corpses
are fequently lying on the bridg®ice is dearer than ever and the officials are importiagd selling it at a
discount.They sell to each person only 30 or 40 cents worth so that dealers cannot take advanéageiod
purchase in large quantitiescatnen sell at a large profitast week one day two church members came up to
Guliang to ask me to write the Sub Prefect asking him to give them the privilege of buying 30 bags or so at a time to
be sold to the Chstians. They said he had already sold them 30 bags, but must have my approval before letting
them have more. | doubted their motive somewhat and told them | would think it over. | found out yesterday that
they had made a new profit of about $10.00 @3b bags which the official had sold them. It is needless to add
that 1did not write the Sub Prefechis is one of the failures of the church members. | sometimes wonder if we do
not give a false view of the Christians by telling only of the goodsle& of those only who are true. In this
connection | ought also to say that PastonddHo is was who told me about the profit these men had made on the
rice adding AThey of course wil/ bl ame dme very severel

Well, we are all wellDorothy is having a hard time cutting heeteeth, but is otherwise weltllen is stil
doing the baking and cookinBut we have help promised.

The Guliang Convention began Sunday p.m. with the sermon by Archdeacon Bafikirgd<ong who
is spending the summer at Guliang.

Love to all
Will.

*kkkk

[This letter datedAug. 17. 1902vas written in Foochow, China by Willard to the folks at home. The plague as not
as prevalent but cholera is bad and he ponders ifdtaanliness or Christianity that keeps the cholera from

infecting many foreigners (missionaries) and Chinese Christians. Willard stays busy even while on the mountain
(Kuliang) with missionary work. He tells a funny story about the children in theigldeaihd Mr. Bliss and Miss

Bortz just became engaged. Letter donated to Yale by family in 2006.]

American Board Mission.
Foochow, China, Aug. 17, 1902.
Dear Folks at Home:
The last letter from you arrived Jul{’.81 wrote last on Julg7" No. 14. just at the beginning of our
Convention. The weather favored both the foreign and the Chinese Conventions this year. For several years
something either a typhoon or political disturbance has occurred to partly break up one or both.



The plague has abated quite a good deal in the City and Suburbs. Near our house in the Suburbs where it
was so very bad in May and June and part of July it has ceased. But Cholera has come in to take its place in
claiming victims so theeath rate is nearly trsame Cholera has not been as bad attmg since our first year
hereMingUo n g 6 s wa%attdclked, but is now wellhe report is that it does its work very quickly this year.

Many dieafter 3 or 4 hours of illnessVhen will people learn that @aliness is necessary to life? A week ago last
night a Chinese teacher died here on the mountain from plague contracted in Foolghaaay or two beforeét

made something of a stir. But thus far me @lse has taken the disedsis to me wonderfithat thousands of
Chinese are carried away with these diseases whilelthegt attack the foreigneins.must be either a direct
intervention of God or it must be due entirely to cleanliness and adherence to theHaakhods we have learned
them.It is also wonderful to me that so few of the Chinese Christian workers fall victim of these scourges. | can
explain this also only by one or both of the above methods.

| was in Foochow agjn last Wednesday for the dahe Sang Tung Gio people (churttgve moved to a
cleaner locality where they have a nice large hoapable of seating 300 peoplde Anlong Die church is going
up nicely. At Gen Cio Dong walls are coming down and going up and old buildings are being removed, so that the
land will beready for the new church when we go doww about six weeks from nowhe buildings on the lot
adjoining our residence are being refitfedthe Theological Seminari week ago today six united with the
church at Ha Puo Ga. The Ing Hok travelling Evaisgstarted with $28o go thro the Ing Hok field, visiting
each chapel, a few days ago. So you see, even altho | am not at Foochow there is work to think and famagt about,
have in mind all the timé hen here on the mountain every day is full, andn scarcely find time for the
correspondence that ought to be done.

| received a letter from Mr. Mott the other day,iehhl forward to youl have not yet heard what the
decision of the Board at Boston is about releasing us for the Y.M.C.A. work.

Lastweek a tiger was caught &pit about 4 miles from her®any of the Kuliangite have been over to
visit him. We are preparing to go tomorrow morniitg Kuliang. We ar e trying to start at 5
household, even Dorothy. She will enjine ride.

We are all well. The children are growing like pigs. They especially enjoy wading in the rice fields. A
few days ago Phebe and Gould went over across thdeids i front of our cottag&seraldine was about to
follow them. The path is bout 6 in. wideOn the left is the rie field with its water and mun the right is the

next rice field 6 feet bel ow. The bank between is per
little wet and slippery. | heard a terrific screanMa ma | pal | in de wice peald, 0 rep
out , I saw a |little mud image standing against the ban
didndét wait pod me. I k n o wwaders to gettloeumiuctioff pelaviddntly ishe roled We | | i

down off the path on the upper field and stuck in the lower field on her back so as taoeerliger face with the
water.This stick her head well into the mu@he is all right now.
We helped celebrateeh Ki ngés Coronation a week ago yesterday.
engagement of Dr. Bliss and Miss BoB®[t7. Miss Borts will now go to Shaowu.
With lots of love to all
Will.

*kkkk

[This letter datedAug. 31, 1902vas written in Kuliamg near Foochow, China by Willard to the folks at home. He
is leaving for Ing Hok with Mr. Smith for a week. Cholera and plague have delayed the opening of schools. He
talks of how his family is doing. He tells of taking them on a walking trip to tigerdhat was captured. The end

of the letter is missing. Letter donated to Yale by family in 2006.]

American Board Mission.
Kuliang, Foochow, China, Aug. 311902.
Dear Folks at Home:

Aug. 17" was the date on which the Ist letterrttd for Shelton, No. 15. Two days later, Aug” &detter
arrived from Shelton. Aug. #ne came from Etta from Meridian, N.Y. Aug."2@nhe came from Emm&.our
letter cantained a good many acciderige are hourly expecting another, from the steadue yesterday, and hope
for better news.

We receive from you a letter which related the home coming for vacation of the different members of the
family, and as we sit down to answer it the fact dawns upon us that as we write you are preparirey smaoator
another year of work in different places. | suppose some of you are even now back at work. | am reminded also
that my own vacationf this is not a misnomeiis at an end. Mr. Smith and | plan to start next Thursday for Ing



Hok to be gon@ne week. | have set Sept™s thedate for opening the semina@ther schools do not open till
Oct. 20on accant of the plague and choleBut we closed a month earlier in the spring than usual on account of
the plague, and then there is now rakisess near our house, and we shall have only about ten men in all so | am
not going to postpone the opening. Nearly all other schools have lost students during the summer from plague or
cholera. We have our full number to begin school this fall. Thk obthe seminary died, otherwise our ranks are
unbroken. This fall the seminary will be in the house adjoining our own house, which will be much more
convenient, and a great saving in time and strength.

| am writing at my desk in the room in whichi&l and our three girls sleefllen and Phebe and
Geraldine and Gould are on the beds as{@gEllen and Geraldine arEhe other two are hard at work resting
judgingfrom the grunts and floppindporothy is with Se So out of doors. Weall well. Dorothy is getting fat.
She delights to get out in the grass and in the wind and run. For two days the wind has been very strong. The little
girl can scarcely stand againstBut she runs about in high glee with hair flying in the breeze, tumbling dodn a
staggering about, and even sliding down the terrace boy fashion, which would wear out her pants if she wore them.
Gould is happy with his kitesle is getting ery proficient in flying themGeraldine was four years old last Mon.
Ellen planned a partyf little folks for Tues. Itained. Postponed till FridaZ h i | dr ends meeting prev
arranged conflicted. Postponed till yesterday and 21 little folks about the table aeatimgches made a pretty
sight. We remarked that there was hope for Anmeeiitthe group; and for England too. Phebe is learning to read
fast and is making progress in playing hymns and chords on the organ.

The last time | wrote we were about to start to see the tiger. We mailed that letter on our way that Monday
morning. We were off at 6:10 a.m. The whokaiily 8, and one of the amaltould walked all the way over, a
distance of about 7 miles. We were there at 813 trip over was delightfuMost of the path was along the top
of the mountain, winding in and outossing divides at the heads of valleys with the gorges stretching down away
from us on either hand. A thunder storm had passed around us two hours before, and the fog and sun were then
struggling for preeminence. As the fog lifted now and then we calighytses of the Foochow plain lying calmly
and hot below. When nearly there we turned sharply to the left and took and old military road 3 ft. wide and went
down stone steps for about 1500 feet. We were rewarded by the sight of a huge tigress Bittiggaimdthe
bottom of a pit about 13 feet deep and as large as an ordinary well. The pit was well covered with poles which were
weighted with large stones. She seemed quite resigned and did not care to show off at that time of day. | let down a
boneof beef to her and she ate it gratefully. A wooden basin of water she shivered with one snap of her jaws, but
lopped the water most gratefully when she found what it was. The chitkegpt Dorothy enjoyed seeing the
tiger very much. Dorothy preferreddass of Postum Cereal Cofféehe method of trapping is very simple. A
hole is dug, and covered with slight bambooshisso as to
from one direction onlyOn the side oppositegrapproach a goé fastenedThe tiger has to pass over the hole to
get at the goat and falls in.

We found a nice shady nook for our lunch and reached home at 1:00 p.m.

Some of the foreigners have been over to see if thawemare tigers about the placealdwell ofthe
M.E. [page ends here and no other page was wjith it
[Willard begins to refer to Harry Caldwell who became known not only as a Methodist Missionary but as a famous
tiger hunter in Fukien Province. WakylCaltdiwel 1 dmi spynat e
Caldwell wrote about his fathend his tiger huntingn China Coast Family]

*kkkk

[This letter datedsept. 21, 190%vas written in Foochow, China by Willard to the folks at home. He has been to
Ing Hok and is preparing for thepening of the Seminary. Three missionary couples will soon be maiBiéesk,
Caldwell and Wilkinson. He is still awaiting imdl decision of his release ftothe American Board to go to work
for the Y.M.C.A. He updates at the end of his lettentethf his attendance at the Bliss/Bortz wedding. Letter
donated to Yale by family in 2006.]

American Board Mission.
Foochow, China, Sept. 211902.

Dear Folks at Home:

August 3f'the last letter started from Kuliang for Shelton No. R8etter came from you on Sept."10
Since writing, Mr. Smith and | have be& Ing Hok.We started from Kuliang Sept"4nd arrived at Ing Hok
Sept. €'the next day. Sunday | conducted communion at Ing Hok City Ch@rciMonday we walked up inthe
mountains about five miles to see two churches. Tues, we started for home and reached Foochow Wed. for dinner.
Mr. Smith went to the mountain that afternoon. | went up Friday morning. Last Tues. afternoon ‘Sepani®



down again to preparerfthe opening of the Seminai@n Thursday the boys began to corfReday al but two

came.One of these is ill. Regular work will begin tomorrow. | remained here todantuct communion at

Dung SongTwo were received. It was a pleasure and an inspiréo speak, because the people were so

appreciative in their attention and interest. Dr. Kinnear and his family aarfrem the Peak last Tuesddhey

wi || live over on S. Side in a house beraesg$harg t o t he
Peak will be in Foochow or at Kuliang tomorrow. | hope to get upagenountain tomorrow mornings you have

already heard Dr. Bliss and Miss BorBoft7 are to be married tomorrow evening at the home ofavid Mrs.

Gardner on KuliangThe next day Mr. @ldwell is to marry Miss Cop&hey are of the Meth. Mission. Miss Cope

arrived from America a week ago today. OctDt. Wilkinson andViiss Osley are to be marrietheyare Ch.

Mi ss 6y S o cSoeathyof thpheee missionsds aweddingGoul d i s t o be ribbon bear e
wedding which is to be in the church at Kuliang.

The box from Shelton that you sent to Boston arrived last week | have not opened it for Ellen enjoys
nothing so much as opening and taking batdontents of the home box&8e have received from you no letter
giving us the content&rom the rattle | know there is corn in it and the invoice says there are shoes in it.

During the last two weeks two letters have come from Dr. Judson Smith, Barsingly opposing our
leaving the mission to take up the Y.M.C.A. work. Mr. Mott however has not yet seen him so we will still wait for
the final decision.

Tues. morning

| came up the mountain yesterday a.m. We all attended the wedding of Dr. BligésarBorts BortZ
last evening,all except Dorothy. It waswerypleasant weddingdnly our own mission and the Am. Consul were
present. Dr. and Miss Bement started for Shaowu two weeks ago, so they were not present. Mrs. Hodous was
unable b atterd on account of ilines§Vith the exception of these three all the members of the mission were
presentall the children except Dorothy.

The weather has been very hot anttry for a week. There was a change yestertlaig morning a strong
north wind isblowing and it is cold.

We are all wel going to another wedding this p.m.

With lots of love to all
Will.

*kkkk

[This letter datedDct. 5, 1902was written in Foochow, China by Willard to the folks at home. He relates some
details about the IBs/Bortz and the Caldwell/Cope weddings. He talks about how his family is doing and that the
children are looking forward to going back to America. Letter donated to Yale by family in 2006.]

American Board Mission.
Foochow, China, Oct."5 1902.

Dear Friends at Home:

| wrote last Sept. 21 No. 17. Your last arrived Oct™?2 A letter came from Putnam Sept"29

| wrote on theeve of our three weddingall passed off very pleasantly. Sept"®Pr. Bliss and Miss
Borts [Bort7 were married at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Gardner on Kuliang. Mr. Gardner performed
the ceremony. | cannot describe the brides costume and such details. | know however thatnigenasddivery
pleasant affairThe cottage was exquisitelyawated with ferns and flowers and palms. Ray Gardner was ring
bearerand Ruth Peet was floweirl. The cottage in which Mr. and Mrs. Gardner live this summer has a long
veranda. This was enclosed with a cotton cloth attached to the veranda posts,ifid Khinese lanterns of
different design furnished light teswas we sat at the long tablgith the exception of Mrs. Hodous who was ill all
the mission were presergxcept Dorothy,children and all, 47no | forgot that Dr. and Miss Bement hadrtstd
for Shaowu before the weddinBhe wedding trip was from the Gardner cottage to the BBdg4cottage a ride
of 15 minutes in a sedan.

Tues. Sept Z3Mr. Caldwell was married to Miss Cop&his ceremony was in the Kuliang chapel at 3
p.m. the clapel was beautifully decorated with bamboos and parts of the decorations from the nighfHedore.
Caldwell s would have a son, John C. Cal dwel Chnhawho in 1
Coast Family] At Dr . Bl i s sudmissiendwere invijed.oAt theychapel wedding all were invited,
including French and GermarGould with Arten Main and two little girls bore the ribbons that fencederatbles
for the bridal partyAfter the ceremony Mr. and Mrs. Lacy gaa receptio at their cottageAfter this the bride and
groom went to FoochovAnoldsroe hung on (Theeveather fordbetidtiseseonbdaings was cloudy
but it did not rain.



Our mission held a business meeting on Tues. a.m. and all day Wed. Thurstbdaachow and
returned Fri. to the mountain. Sat. and Mon-onéd spent
for a new road (public) around a nasty village. Sunday | read a sermon at the chapel. Thirty were in attendance.
The waldings and the delay in opening schools on account of the cholera accounts for the numbers at the mountain
so late.
On Tues. Sept. $0we moved to FoochawVe had a pleasant cool day and every thing moved smoothly.
Mr. and Mrs. Hodous still remain onglmountain. Mrs. Hodous is not able to take any nourishment and has sat u
but little for overamonttA doct or sai d to me the other day, @Al wonde
She ishaving an unusually hard timklr. and Mrs. Smith are vg happy anticipating a Christmas gift.

Monday morning;

| opened the box from home Saturday. Everything was intact. The shoes with soles and all came O.K. We
shall enjoy the new corn and rye.

The children are all well, andeatalking much of goinggme.Dorothy is learning toun, and it takes off
some of her fat. She is just learning to talk, and is actually beating Geraldine in clearness of enunciation. We have
added to the pets for tlohildren a little black goao now thg have a dog, a cand a goatEllen is well and we
are all showered with blessings from the Great Giver of all.

Lovingly
Will.

*kkkk

[This letter datedOct. 11, 1902vas written in Foochow, China by Willard to the folks at home. He tells them that
his furlough for tle upcoming year has been granted but before that he will make a trip through the Shaowu field.
Again, there is a lack of rain and cholera and plague are still a problem. Letter donated to Yale by family in 2006.]

American Board Mission.
Foachow, China, Oct. 1, 1902.

Dear Folks at Home:

My last was written just a week ago, No. 18. Your last came @SctAhothe home mail came this
morning.Secretary Judson Smith writes that our furlough has been granted by the Prudential Comim niexbeg
year at any time the mission here may agree upon. | have offered to take a trip thro the Shaowu field this fall and
winter if the mission so desirAs the subject is discussed | do not find that any other member of the mission can
go. For this eent | shall either go alone or try to get some one from outside our mission to go with me. In either
case | expect to be accompanied by Pastor Diong of the Shaowu station who understands the Foochow dialect. |
must use the Foochow and he will translate Mandarin or Shaowu or some other jargon.

Dr. and Miss Walker were with us last week from Monday till Wed. | went with them to the Upper
Bridge- where the Huntington ladies are helping in the wartkere their boats were waiting. Dr. and MBiss
had gone up in their boat in the afternoon and were in bed when we arrived at 9 p.m. They have had a fine breeze
up river since starting and mus well along on the journeyhey need rain to give more water for the boats to get
over the rapids. Dr. @hMiss BemenfLucy P. Bemehhave been in Shaowu for threeeks alreadyThey are
building.

Il 6m sending by t hi soumeydidtribuse@snyeu likSlerna some of tivédmi tacPutnaym.

Mr. and Mrs. Hodous expect to come down from the maairidenorrow. Mr. and Mrs. Smith plan to
come down and stifor Ing Hok next Thursdaylhey have had a nice quiet time for study during the past two
weeks.

We have had no naifor nearly or quite a month. Everything is very drlge farmers must work
cortinually to pump water into their rice fields.



Chines ethd of ppin water into fields. Peple turn a wheel by Wlking on its pales and thus bringing the
water up on a conveyor type mechanism.
[Photo from the collection of Virginia Van Andel

Cholera and plague are still about. This past week our oldest and most valued Bible Woman krsawn as
Chio Cia died of choler&he has been vefgeble for four or five year8ut she has worked for the salvation of her
sisters in Foochowo the very las Her example will never be lost, faithfulness and patience will diviighter
because of her lifaVe met at Gen Cio Dong Thursday morning for a memorial service.

The same day there died of plague one of the pillars of the An long Die ¢haggbungman in the prime
of life, earning money and giwj it to the church liberallyHis father is a church member and his youngest brother
is a graduate of the Seminary ammv preaching at An long Di@he new church at An long Die of red brick is
roofed in awl fast approaching completioi/e are now working on the plans for Gen Cio Dong and | hope
operation may be begun before long.

Many are now having what Dr. Woodhill calls grippe. Both foreigners and Chinese are affected.

Mr. Hubbard writes that he willot come back this year.

We are all wellDorothy is fast learning to talk.

With Love to all
Will.

*kkkk

[This letter datedOct. 26, 1902vas written in Foochow, China by Willard to the folks at home. Drought is getting
worse and there have beeo typhoons. He tells of a nighttime houseboat trip on the river with Ellen and the four
children to visit three churches under his care. Cholera, German measles and now Dengue fever is a problem.
Letter donated to Yale by family in 2006.]

American Board Mission.
Foochow, China, Oct. 361902

Dear Folks at Home:

Letter no. 19 was started on its journey east O&t. The last from you arrived Oct’®2 One came from
Phebe Oct. 23rd.

All moves much as usual hefEhe sky continuet be clear anthe drought is becoming sevesdtho at
this time of year it is much less alarming than in the spring time.

Mr. and Mrs. Hodous came down from the mountain O&. 28rs. Hodous is quite like herself again, is
eating to make up for héwng fast and is studying again. Mr. and Mrs. Smith and Dr. Smith moved from Kuliang



to Ing Hok Oct. 18. The weather on the mountain hasmenusually nice all summa#/e have no typhoon and
no hard storms yet reasonable rains have kept the cropsagdadte peple good natured’he weather continues so
warm that those who remained up there late were much favored. Miss Worthley and Miss Osborne are still there.
Miss Osborne has not been well for more than a week and we are expecting her home=Rimvasang soon.

A week ago yesterday Ellen and the four children and myself started on a house theabfoer side of
the islandThere are three churches over there in my care. We took the boat at 5 p.m. at Foochow The moon rose
at 6 p.m. and fawd us at Pagoda Anchorage just turning to go up river on the other side of the island. The moon
was glorous, the water smooth as glabse breeze just held us against the last of the outgoing tide. We were
alone. All the servants, except the cook wtas\astep, we had left at home&he children enjoyed it fully as much
as the older ones. We sailed till 2:30 Sunday morning and anchored in the river (Ing Hok) between Ding Chin and
Chong Ha. Sunday morning the children were up with the first ray df ligheakfast was over and we were off for
Ding Chin at 9 o0ob6cl ock. The distance is 2 | miles. I
Twelve persons were asking to be admitted to the church. | had to examine these while Effenfkaptchildren
T a genuine menagerie for the Chinésguiet. Eight wereleemed worthy to be admittetind at 11:30 we began
the service, which cl os eahhaadtunciwhichiwe taciefk2 p.m. wefvereagainr se t he
on the boaand eating dinner. | was so tired that | took a little rest, whilbdhé pushed across thru riv&hen we
all went in to the Chong Ha church. We were late for the Y.P..B.ing Peopl eds Society for
Endeavor]but saw the pastor and hantiily, theschool and some of the membénshonor of our coming the
pastor 6s wife cooked ofuswith anleggorf each boitmas ceeved with clfiop sticke a ¢ h
Gould fairly devoured his, and asked for Geraldines. Dorothy alsal atee could getlt was the first time we had
seen the children eat with chop sticks. But they must have used them before somewhere for there was not the least
difficulty experienced by them in ditg the food to their mouth&nd they had no remarke make about the foed
especially Gould. This too less than two hours after a hearty dinner.

We reached the house boat again at dark. The third church at Nang Seu we could not visit on this trip. The
work there is not flourishing and at present thisneo resident preacher. At Deng Chio and at Chong Ha the work
seems to be quite flourishing. Both churches are crowded on Sundays and are talking of enlargement.

As we reached the boat the ride was running down stream and we dropped down witkvé oetlthe
tide comi ng i nTheanibanwas beaetifllVeo 6acll loccvked t he chil dren to sit
which privilege they enjoyed to itbés full. The air wa
and was qué gentle. Ellen and | enjoyed it until the anchor dropped at 10 p.m. With the next down tide we went
down to the Anchorage. After breakfast we all went up to see the friends there, i.e. Mr. , Mrs. and Miss Hartwell,
Dr. and Mrs. Whitney and Mr. and Mrdinman who arrived the Saturday before and who had not yet got settled.
Dorothy went to sleep and had a nice nap on Mr s. Har t w
we had to wait half an hour after we were ready to start forohveake.We started at 12:45 from the Anchorage
with a very strong south wind. In 1 % hrs. we were at the landing in Foochow. This was the swiftest trip that | have
ever made between the two places.

Today | have conducted communion at the San Tung Gialchwhich has lately moved to@iuoi.
Six men were received. |think | can see in the churches a real growth in desire for spiritual knowledge. In
examining these men their answers actually surprised me, in the amount of thought that they shstvméght b
had a good &. meeting in the same churdiwo weeks ago at the election of officers in the C.E. of Gen Cio Dong
| was somewhat surprised to hear the leading deacon refuse to act as president. When asked to give his reason he
said that it wabetter for the new members to have their turn and learn how to do it. If the old ones continually
filled these offices, the new members would not know how to do thie wioen the old ones have gofite
society elected new men for the offices.

Weare wdl. Ellen has a litg cold and Geraldine a littl@he Chinese still have much illnesSholera is
still claiming victims andhe German measles are at worke Dengue fevelif you know what that is, is prevalent.

With lots of love
Will.
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[This letter datedNov. 9, 1902vas written in Foochow, ChinayBillard to the folks at homéle talks about some
of his daily tasks. Rains have finally coredlieve the drought. Letter donated to Yale by family in 2006.]

American Board Mission.
Foochow, China, Nov."9 1902

Dear Folks at Home:

My last letter was written two weeks ago= Oct" 2@ he last word from Shelton arrived Oct.2Phebe
wrote so that we received her letter Oct?.23

During the past two weeks all has gone smoothly, and there has not been a great variety in our daily tasks.
One week ago today | conducted communion at Dung Song and admitted one man and oneTadayalnwent
to San Gainga chapel under the care of Ha Puo Ga. In the afternoon Mr. Hodous and | walked out to Garang Seng
Ga a chapel rented and cared foitte Y.M.C.A. of the Seminaryt was opened at the beginning of this year.
Already there arseveral men who have expressedesire to become Christiaigdaythe little chapel was
crowded.Beside the day school scholars there were men from all ranks of life. Soldiers, shopkeepess, farme
coolies, and literary meifhey all gave good attewoti.

Mr. Hinman has been asked by Pres. F.E. Clark, to take the Secretaryship of the Y.P.S.C.E. movement for
China. This is the result, firstof the inability of Mr. and Mrs. Hinman to live at Shaowu on account of Mrs.
Hi n ma n 6 sandsecandly tthe suggestion which came from Mr. Hubbard to Dr. Clark that Mr. Hinman be
asked to take this new work. He has not yet made known his decision.

The mission will meet day after tomorrow to decide (?) on the plans for the new churh @ ®ong,
which will hereafter be called the Dudley Memorial. | trust that we may be able at the same time to award the



contract and so get the building started. At the same mission meeting it will be decided whether | go to Shaowu or
not, and something as to how | go.
Our Annual Meeting with the Chinese workers begins next Tuesday evening with an address by Dr.
Willard Lyon. He is expected to speak each evening during the week.
One week ago yesterday | went to Kuliang. Miss Worthley and Miss Osborne arergtill They plan to
come down tomorrow or next day. | found some white ants in our house, and so pulled up a lot of floor boards. Mr.
and Mrs. Smith are building a cottage there and | am overseeing it a little for them.
Yesterday we all attended thevller show held on a recreation ground. We took dinner with Dr. Lyon and
Miss Wells of the Meth. Mission and then went to the show. Chrysanthemums formed the larger partwéibe flo
These were in profusion. Possible 400 potere were a few o#r kinds. A few vegetables were also displayed.
But there were very poor. The children thoroughly enjoyed every minute. At Miss Wells they found a nest of little
kittens and it is quite superfluous to add anything about their enjoyment of them. Thendhtareground is a
plot of perfectly smooth ground beautifully sodded and kept well mowed with a lawn mower, and quite smooth with
a heavy stone roller. Itis peps as large as a six acre latound the outside is a good wide race course and inside
this a mote to drain it. So there are about three acremaatiful lawn all in one piec®n this the children ran and
sat and played from-3 p.m.Dorothy was as much pleasetth the outing as any of therfo add to the pleasure
t he Vi cer oybbd4 pnaandplayedChildrenan China are as crazy over a band as the American boy.
Dorothy is fast learning the use of her tongue in expressing thought. It is very cute to see her go up to
Gould and saying fiDu Duo teeekshe wished to joaShel seams w redlizedhdt henis m
not like Phebe or Geraldiriethat in him she haslarother. She is a very active and energetic little miss, and has yet
to finish learning that the world and the people in it were not made for frexiakbenefit.
Since | wrote last we have had rains to wet the earth nicely, and it has didreautifully. The farmers
are all engaged ireaping the second crop of rideis very poor only about half a crop, owing to the drought. The
plain pregnts a very busgcene with the reapers at wofthe grain is threshed right on the field and after
winnowed right there also.

With lots of Love
Will.

*kkkk

[This letter datedNov. 20, 1902vas written in Foochow, China by Willard to his fath He is making an
insurance payment and is ready to go on an eight week trip to Shaowu. Letter donated to Yale by family in 2006.]

Foochow, China
Nov. 20" 1902

Dear Father:

| am enclosing an order on the treasurer of the A.B.C.F.M. Bostass. Nt $30.00 gold. Will you please
pay my Life Insurance premium $27.86 and keep the remainder toeelpvhatever debts | may haYau need
not send to me the receipt as | shall probably be at home before it would reach me.

The address is:
Mutual Benefit Life Insurance Co.
752 Broad St.
Newark, New Jersey.

The amount of premium = $27 86/300

| am now preparing to start tomorrow on eight weeks tour thro the Shaowu field. We are all well.
With much Love to all
Your Affectionate &n
Will.

*kkkk

[This travel journal dated 902and titled Trip to Shaowu was written by Willard on his eight week trip beginning
Nov. 21, 1902. It is a carbon copy that Willard made when writing the original. It details the travels of Willard to
Shaowu and surrounding villages in the faltarbon copied pages that Willard sent to Ellen were while on this trip

of



donated to Yale by family in 2006, however the entries from December 8, 1902 through Decémlsee 18
missing.The original journal is irthe collection of John and Nancy Buitte.

W.L. Beard

Trip to Shaowu 1902

| started from Foochow at 7 p.m. Nov.*2902 and spent the night at the Upper Bridge Chapel. On the
morning of Nov. 22| took the launch for Ciu Kau, expectitigat my Shaowu boat, which started from Foochow,
Thursday, Nov. 20would be waiting at Ciu Kau for me thiaSaturday evening. But at 11:30 a.m. the launch
overtook the boat 20 miles above the Upper Bridge.

We have seven boatméno be increased tame for therapidsi not addicted to opiuntive are young
men and attraiste. They are polite, but in common with boatmen they use vile language both with and without
provocation. A magpie cried and they considereah iill-omen.It was not difficult toget them to admit that their
vile language had more power to hurt them than the cry of a bird.

With me on the boat are Pastor Diong of Shaowu who is to accompany me on the tour thro the Shaowu
field and who will act as my interpreter, and a theologyesttuffom Shaowu, Uong Do Cing. Pastor Diong told the
boatmen of his experience two years ago as he came from Foochow with Pastor leu and a man whd@lmessed
a learner of the Gospdlhe learner was much given to bad language. So the three agoeed fipe of $0 cash
for every bad word usedhe first day the learner had to pay over 100 cash, the next day only 2(b&ashsh = 5
cent$

Monday, Nov. 24
Reached Ciu Kau yesterday at 1 p.m. the C.[MC8urch Mission Society of the United Kigd has a
chapel herand we went up for a servideke most important river towns, this is a tough place and altho this
chapel has been here for five yethere are no church membédvkre than ten men and boys came in and one man
was much interestedVe talked with him for nearly an hour and géa a Testament and Catechidmthe
evening pastor Diong and | hadjood talk with the boatmen. They are a nice setofiiven. have or gani zed
swearingo club, with a €eiuttered. Af10&m. one sldas 15 oash againghisy bad se
name.When we arrive at Shaowu the money is to be used to have a spread. | have putin 204 and the pastor and Do
Cing 104 each. 1 shall be interested to watch development.
We are going up river vgrfast. The water is gah and the men in good spiritst this rate we will make
Ci Yong for next Sunday. The river becoming narrowet the hills more interestin@ut these are not the Ing
Hok Mountains. It is cooler this morning, with a stiff breéoen the west, which meets us dead ahead. The sun
tries to shine.
At 6: 15 p.m. we are at Sang Dsw&awuinbpavchgbmbhde ¥ O0r
little amusement. There have been eight fines today. If we had counted yesterdayaiid have been at least
eighty. A new man came aboard late last evening. He is the head mararfove, fellow, cool, calm and knows
his business.
We passed a wreck at Cheng Gau Targe of the largest boats on the river called Duai Keu Muoi.

Weds. Nov. 28.

Yesterday we found the rapids steeper and the progress much slower. We made only 5 puo as against 7 the
day before, i.e. 15 miles instead of 21. The river is always very swift and the rapids are almost continuous. Rugged
crags of roclstick up everywhere and the river must fiordnake a path down thro thefro pull the boat the men
must climb along and over these like Rocky Moungats. They do it wellThe leaves on the hard wood trees
present various hues and make one thinkesf/lEngland in October.

At 1 p.m. we stopped at Hu Lu Gang. The C.M.S. hdmpel and a school hee are 55 li from long
Bing. Thus far the weather has been perfect.

Thursday, Nov27".

A beautiful Thanksgiving morning, and cool enough to makeétn natural.

Yesterday we put a hole thru the side of the bagtmore acarately, a rock did itThis let a little water
into to |lay the dust in the bottom of +HSWweaboatgo amhdbthi
20 cash.



At 4:30 yesterday | met Mr. Main walking, on his way to Foochow to see his youngest boy who is very ill.
At 10 a.m. we are within 2 % puo of Yong Ping.

Friday, Nov. 28.
Yesterday | left the boat at 11 a.m. and walked into long Bing, arriving attMise a mé s -tadk 1 p . m.
dinner there, and went across the city to see the property of the M.E. mission. It was purchased last year thro Mr.
Main, and is in size about 10 X 20 redslarge field, on the highest ground within the city wall and lying teext
the wall and quite apart from any Chinese hahafes or sh
stories are alreadyup.h e Womanés Board of the M. E. mi ssi on owns a
parent Board property, dra small piece of vant land adjoining this housAat present Miss Linam and Miss
Hartford are living in the native house and Mr. Main has been sleeping in the-atemtefd land nearbynd
boarding withtheladieS he gi r | 6 s s c h ththeladies aboun20 gillseh B owemawds sch. I
rented house nearby$3 womena b o y. 624 bogsdshin the chapelThere is also and English church and
Hospital, under a Chinese, a student of Dr. Rigg, in long Bing city.
| took supper with Mis Linam and led tharayer meeting in the evenin@ne of the ch. members has a
son who could open the city gate and let me out after the meeting, so | slept on my boat as usual. Including the
scholars and teachers from the schools, abattended thprayer meetingThe M.E. ch. has a good work started
here, in wh. the ladies are at least keeping pace with the men, and this is the only kind of a church that can have a
healthy growth. A male church is like a wall, only one side of wh. is built. sliris to fall.
The -sivemoi ngo c | ub i sThealedsiawvagy ngticeabie demreasekin the number of curses.
Yesterday was a cold dayliss Linam had a brass stove. Today is much warmier.rapids have been
few ard not at all bad this mornin@he men have rowed much of the morning.
Our plans are: arrive at Sa Ka Kau this afternoostart tomorrow morning for Ka Bang 50 li in from the
main river to spend Sunday with the Christians theead the boat on to Uong Dai 25 li above Sa Ka Kaueib
for us. We walk from Ka Bang across the country to Uong Dai on Monday.

Sunday, Nov. 3Dat Ka Bang

We arrived at Sa Ka Kau Friday at 5 p.siept on the boat and started for Ka Bang Sat-a&wonld find
no load carrier, and boats going up SanGdranch wanid$1.00 for taking us 5 mileBiong Muk Su then asked
the boatmen to take the load to Ching Chu 5 miles up tl&a8ay branch, where there wetéristians who would
carry it the rest of the wayThe boatmen demurreBastor Diong simplyold them that if they did not do it we
would carry the load ourselves. One of the boatoaeried the load to Ching Chiihere a Christian g@ man to
bring it to Ka BangWe reached here at 3 p.m. yesterday. The road is not steep or bad.

At Ka Bang here are 40an or about 500 or 600 peoplecluding the adjacent village treeare 200 can or
1000 peopleThere are nowd ch. members and 30 learnérbe people are very ignorant of books and very few
have been away from homghey live one side of hollow in the mountains, in wh. hollow and the sides of wh. the
rice field are the only fielddzartherup are bamboo and other tre€keonly industry is paper makindhe bamboo
is cut at the right time i.e. before it becomes too hard, and split upuatirto large vats with lime and watekere
it remains for a yealtt is then taken up and worked intolpuwhich is mixed with waterA man then takes a sieve
and dips into the mixture and brings edtat will be a sheet of papdrhese sheets he laiysa pile which is taken
by another man, who sticks each sheet separately on the saksgd furnace made of mortaiere it dries. The
paper is then put into bundles ready for market. It must all be carried by men 10 miles to the river anddhen by
150 miles to Foochow. In many places the stunted rice plants stand in the fields uncut. The drought has been
severe this year and much of the rice did not head at all. This means very poor living for people this winter.

This is the fifth year thehapel has been in this pladée preacher is a single maurname Uong. He
has every appearance of a very sincere, strfaghiard, earnest man. | like him. There is no chapel Aére.
people meet in the Tiang Dong which is used in common by gligbgle in this part of the village. Those who
worship idols use it in comnmowith those who worship GodAs | was speaking this morning a lot of incense fell
on me from a stick that was bungiabove me A chapel where the people could worship with i€tan
surrounding would be an inestimable help to them

At the service thd morning over 70 were preseltost of them vere from the immediate villag&his is
good. I spoke in Foochow. Mr. Uong tr amDiohgat e d . Wh e n
translated for him into mandarin and he again put it into the lingo of the people. | cannot talk with this people at all.
They have their own peculiar dialech few of them understand about half of aths said to them in mandari@ne
or twowho have been to Foochow understand a little of the FoacHmsvaudience this morning was very
appreciative and responsive and patient.



This afternoorwe received 3 men and 3 womémall 26 partook of the communion. 21 members.

A very touching incidenoccurred just after service. We walked out a short distance from the church to
look at a piece of ground that haseh talked of for a church |dtvhile standing there, one of the men who joined
the church today passed and we spoke a few words to mihgasehe started on he asked us to pray for him. As he
turned the corner near | noticed that he was wiping his eyes. Soon he called the preacher to him and when the
preacher came back he b+idéet stawes then itmmgrtptowws yowtoeds ,h asda ynion
so he wants to give you two tens for you to go and buy
woman who washed the Masterds feet. The rgtasare her her e
like him in thisThere seem®tbe no secondary motive hefée people worship God because theleve it is the
right thing. They need achurch buildinga commandment scroll and a few Bible pictures hung on the wall. They
have already subscribed $30ax. toward a building. The need $90.00. There are many men at home who would
give this if they knew of the 20 cent incident related above. The 20 cents is to start the fund for a church building.

Monday 4 p.m., on the boat again at Veng Dai

These pedpe fed our whole party of 4 from Sat. supper to Mon. breakfast and | think they took not a cent for it.
They prepared a whole fowl for me. | subscribed 50 cents toward a church building.

In the evening two more womewere admitted to the churd@ne hadeen away and had just returned
that evening. Her husband was killed by the falling of a wall last spring or summer soon after uniting with the
church. She was an elderly woman, very earnest and very clear about the &qmasblly about going to Heen
after death. The other woman has been one of the leaders among the womemgioftéid TruthHer courage
needed a little strengthening. In the evening the student spoke in mardhtire preacher translat@&gfore
closing all the members bothen and women led in prayer.

These 2 days spent at Ka Bang will always be adtiesgeemory to meale were urged many times to stay
longer. And as we started away this morning, after sweet season of prayer with the Christians who lived near, they
all warted us to pray for them. It was good to see the love and respect they all had for pastor Diong.

We started at 7:4this morning At 11 we were at Ching Chin. A little lunch by the way gave us strength
to reach the boat at Uong Dai at 4 p.m. One okth®ang Christians brought our load down 6 puo + 20 miles. |
gave him 70 cents and we had to fairly push him off the boat to keep him from giving the money back.

Tuesday, Dec.".

We swung into the stream at daylight this morning. The church menthdéos@ Dai could not be found
yesterday afternoon, so we came up the rapids some 7 or 8 li before stopping for the night. At 3 p.m. we are just to
stop at A long.

The owner of the boat came from Foochow and was on the boat when we arrived yesterdais arhe
marked change in the wang of the crewHe leads the men as well asvamands thente is a church member but
neededd | oi ns wdar ifimidave reveubbfore witnesses such a change in the language of a company
of men as has come tddtbody of boatmen in the last 10 days.

Saturday, Dec.'6i a little above long Kau

At A long we conducted communion Tues. evening. Some 15 members were present. There is a preacher
here a Foochow speaking man who had an opium shop in the villegeme converted and seems now to be an
earnest, enthusiastic, practical worker. He is a good friend ofWraid | was not at all badly impressed to see
him carry the dang load a li or so for the learner who went with us up into the country.

The missiorowns a large property at A longn old tea hong. There are two large buildings each about 30
X 40 ft. and each with two stories. Beside these there are 4 or 5 smaller buildings and a vacant lot about 60 X 70 ft.
the larger building have been recentipaired by the people. The church members furnished most of the money for
purchasing and repairing.

Beside the preachekr. lek, there is a Mr. Lok who lives in the chapel with his family and helps the
preacher. The church is not in a flourishing ctindii.e. not growing spinitally. The starting of the work and the
purchasing of the large property was due in some measure to the help received by some of the people from the
former preacher in some trouble. They had to disabuse the people of thatdbestvas its business. It seemed to
me that under Mr. lek the church was putting itself mttiue light before the peoplecould learn of nothing wrong
here, and do not see why the church should not take on new life and grow in the future.

Connectd with the A long church are 7 different places where the Christians or learners meet with more or
less regularity for worship. In most of these places there is a room specially for this purpose. In other places a spop



or a house is used. We visitedeé of these centers. Starting Wed. morning we walked 4 puo to Dai Lik Kau.
Here a learner gave us all a good dinner. After dinner we preached for % of an hour to 70+ people who gathered in
the shop and in front of it. Then we walked on 5 li to Sieu RNgng where there is a room set apart for a place of
prayer. Here is one time ch. members and 10+ learners. There are 49 families in the village. Of these 24 have
renounced idol worship. After a hymn and a prayer with the people here, we wentohiZDung. Aftersupper
here we held communio@ne man joined the church. Seven members were present, and 10+ learners. The service
was held in an Ancestral TempMearly half of the people who have an interest in this temple have given up
idolatry and allied them selves with the church. There should be a preacher here and a school should be opened.
Mr. lek comes up from A long 5 or 6 times a year to visit these places.

Thursday morning we started flangKau, - the boat had gone up from A longB8o) on Wed. to wait for
us at long Kau. We arrived at 2:30 p.m. In the evening the theol student preached and | spoke a few minutes. |
spoke in Foochow without an interpreter. Up at Li Dung | did not find one man who could understand the Foochow
dialect al all. | could not even ask them how old they were. The preacher Mr. lek interpreted.

Written on ac of phot: ilong Kauo
[Photo from the collection of Virginia Van Andel

The communion was held at long Kau Friday morning. About 55 membeesonesent. Bout 100
attended the servicghe church members here are strong business men. Old men and young men are there in good
proportions. T h bat veas most gratifyingetes spEnel Fbochdvd ahurahgs sould learn much
from this cwurch. Friday evening pastor Diong preached and | spoke a short time. The three services which we held
here | shall long remember. They were well attended by the members and learners= 30+ in the village itself. There
are some 65 members in the long Kaurch. This is a large, angrybusy place. The church needs an
enterprising pastor. The man who is acting as preacher is an elderlg g@od manbut one who feels his
position so much that he does not comththe respect of the membdre doesot know the rules of the church
well, and has not the fine sense of perception that would enable him to lead this church on to large things. The
Met h. 6s have a small church here al so.

The church owns a large piece of land perhaps 150 X 300 feetrotagger, nicely located just up from
the main busy st. On this they have erected a nice church that will accommodate 200 people easily, 300 with

crowding. They are just erecting anicetwot or y bui l ding to be usedhas pastor6
property is a good spring fr. wh. water can be conducted into house. There is sufficient land remaining on wh. to
erect a missionaryds residence, and it would be of i mm

missionary were locatedhee. The place is 2 easy days journey from L



Shaowu. One man would find more than he could well do to look after the churches that would lie naturally in this

district. There ought al ée BsB0ohbel here both a boyés and
Beside this property on wh. the ch. and sch. stand, the mission owns a house 12 ft. wide and some 50 ft.
deep on a side st. some distance i.e. near the other e

residence before threew ch. was built. The preacher Mr. Knok lives there now. There is also a piece of vacant land
about half way between the old and the new churches wh. the mission owns. This is about 40 X 50 ft.
This morning with preacher Knok we started upriver for $atKau 15 li above long Kau. Here we found
a ch. member és house fitted up to be used as a church.
shop wh. they plan to fit up for a church. We had a nice service here, and were detained to tak&/eiaresnow
on the boat bound for Song Chiong where we plan to spend Sunday. | want exceedingly to go from here inland to
Ing Seu and meet the boat 80 li above Song Ch. at Cui Kau Cai. But pastor Diong is afraid the distance is too great
f or o n ernay i an@l anotheoaut. It rained yesterday and is cloudy and cold today. Our plans for Monday
must be determined by God when He sees best to indicate to us His will.

Monday morning. Dec."81902.

Sat. evening just at dark we arrived at Song Chiong veent up to the chapel and held a service. We slept
and ate on the boat. Yesterday we held three services. The morning and evening services were attended by crowds.
The afternoon service was well attended by the learners. There are no members hefeAdosik years ago we
had a rented chapel here for a little less than two years, when the house was sold and our learners urged to go to the
Meth. chapel a few rods distant. For nearly 20 years we have had learners at Song Chiong who connected
themseles with the long Kau church. We visited the Meth chapel yesterday p.m. The preacher had not returned
from the Annual Conference at Foochow. His wife and children were at-lveendid not see thenand an old ch.
member who seemed to be chapel keeper. pecaer was at work fixing the altar rail.

This Spring the Song Chiong Magistrate got into bad odor with the business men of the place because he
let out the collection of the indemnity tax to men who extorted such sums that the business men coulitiihot stan
They all closed their shops and refused to do business. The magistrate was forced to give in. But in the mean time
he had sent to Foochow for soldiers. When these arrived they began to make arrests among others whose names
were on the list to be agted as having had part in closing their shops. Mr. Kuok chanced to be down from long
Kau for service and to help these 2 men when the runners came with the warrant to arrest these 2 men. When the
runners came Mr. Kuok told them that if these 2 men watgitivolved they would meet the trial. If the runners
found on examination, that they were involved, he Mr. Kuok would be responsible for the appearance in court of
these men.

This was sufficient to make some 10+ men who had been learners at our aryrehtkiusiastic for a
church. They have with several of their friends, arranged for the purchase of part of a house, which they have
furnished as a church. | cannot find that Mr. Kuok or the learners have done any wrong. The official is a hard wine
drinker and does not get along with the people at @dcept with the few whom he allows to extort money from the
people.

The Meth. pastor from Yong Bing was here during the trouble but refused to have anything to do with the
matter. The preacher Mr. Co alsfused to touch the case. This of course put the Meth preacher Co in a pretty bad
light before the Christians, and they have refused to come to church unless the preacher is changed. The Meth. have
4 or 5 chapels in this region. The C.M.S. one acrosevbiefrom A long at Gong Gi. Not one of these, as far as |
have seen them or can learn about them is in a flourishing condition. The causes in my mind addltwbthiir
workers are Foochow speaking people and from Foochow or the vicinity. Thegt ¢akk or enter into the life of
the people among whom they are sent to labor. One Meth. member at Song Chiong was asked why it was that his
church there did not grow. His reply was fATruly preach
to a quarrel in our ch. at A long. These drew off and thro Ho Hok Sing opened a chapel. In another place, Chiong
Lok some men whom all the other members accused of being bad were practically turned out of our church and
themselves threatened to invite tfleth. Our pastor told them all right and the Meth. now have a chapel at Chiong
Lok.

| have written this at length about the above matters because the Consul, Mr. Phillips and Mr. Main had
said much to against the practices of our churches in this rédiooonclusion at this stage is that the other
missions will do well to look to their own affairs a little while longer before trying to right the rest of the world. Our
missionaries have themselves visited the churches in this region on their waydgwarttie river and at other
times with more or less regularity for years. They can talk with the people. They were the first in the field. All of
our workers are native to this region or have been here so long that they understand the language anfltbestoms
people. | do not think that our church here is above reproach. If it were, | should not be here. But what | have of the



wor kers and members gives me confidence in them and of
to become His trudisciples. The churchesedpreachersind this need is greater than we know anything about in
the Foochow part of the field. May the Lord of the plentious harvest send the harvesters.

Tues. a.m. Dec."™
We arrived at Dai Gang last evening at 3:45, watked about 4 miles to Cui Kau Cai. The boat arrived a
little after dark. Here we found preacher Huang with a new son 19 hours old, which makes him the father of 5 sons
and two daughters. He is a fine man, and his fine spirit shows in his face, itidris,dan his address, in his control
of his children, and in his prayer.
There are about 20 members in the church-meost from villages outside Cui Kau Cai. They estimate
about 60 learners. Our coming was not announced. At the communion servigenasg & or 7 members were
present.
The mission owns a lot some 40 X 100 ft. on which stands a ch. building about 25 X 50 ft. Between the
building and the street is a tier of shops. One of these must be bought before there is a good entrance ko the churc
in a rented house. There is on the church |l ot suffici
the preacher would be much more successful, if the ch.
church. There is aice day school in the church with 18 pupils.
The Ing Seu trip is given up (1) on the advise of pastor Diong. (2) We have already delayed the boat until
the owner and the men are a little impatient. (3) The weather is threatening and the country reagsate (4) |
think pastor Diong and the Theological student are nearing home and would like to get there.

Wednesday. Dec. f(p.m.

We did not make Na Kau last eveningtopped about 10 li below. This morning we stopped on the way up
and held a niceervice at Na Kau. The preacher is a younger brother of preacher Huang at Cui Kau Cai. Both of
these men are reliable, honest men. A little more enthusiasm in both would be beneficial to the growth of the ch.

But infinitely better such men than thoseonre untrustworthy. At Na Kau there are 4 ch. members and
iseveral tensod of | earners. The captain and owner of t
Kau.

The members of this church purchased the proparyrge house aboB0 ft. wide X 80 or 90 deep on the
one main street of the village. The cost was about-$&30fthised by the people.

Sunday Dec. 12
We left the boat 45 |i below Shaowu and walked up Thursday, D8deating the boat at 9 a.m. and
reaching Shaowat 1:30 p.m. It rained all the time after 11 a.faund the friends all well. On Friday | saw the
buildings and the land and the plans and foundations for new buildings both at the East Gate outside the city and
near the original Shaowu premises, anddashe city walk where Dr. and Miss Bement are.
At the East Gate the new church of brick opens on the main street of the East Suburbs. It will
accommodate 600 persons. Back of this separated by a compound wall and a space of about 50 ft. is the residence
now occupied by Dr. and Miss Walker and Dr. and Mrs. Bliss still South of this and separated by about 5 minutes
walk is the site for a new residence. The servants quarters are built. The foundation of the house is up and the
timbers for the first floor & some of them in place. The property here is large enough for the residence and a tennis
court with ample space between the house and compound walk on all sides. S. West from this 3 minutes walk is the
property for Boy®&s Sch egelThereistamplelspaceifoctharée lage baifiliggs.amed Col |
foundation is laid for the Boyds School At present thi
On the opposite side of the street fr omtheastneet ch. i s
to the river. Only a part is occupied by buildings. A the rear, bordering on the river is a fine large piece of empty
land in ready for extension as the work grows.
The Womands wo r-a&bout 20 mmdtes waik fromtthe &. Gardperty. It nearly takes the
breath away from a Foochow man to stand on the city wall and look out over this property. It lies on each side of a
street and one piece lies along the city wall. The other side of which is the river. This piece is noadductipe

Girl s School, which is temporarily in an old Chinese
new building erected for dining room etc. for the new school building the foundation of wh. is up ready for the brick
tolaythewdk . Across the street the new Dispensary for the \

Miss Bement are now living in this until a new house is built. Each of these pieces of property is larger than the
whole Ponasang compound. In round figweash piece is not far from 240 ft. square. They are situated on the
highest land in the city and in a section somewhat sparsely settled, so contiguous Chinese do not trouble them.



The Girl s sch. has about 30 pluiRiTHedogicatstudentBaoeytos 6 s c h
go out into the work at the beginning of next year. 3 students help Dr. Bliss in the Mens Hospital and Dr. Bement is
teaching one young woman in the Womands Dispensary.

Saturday morning dawned clear and cold. Pastoahd | started for Guong Dak 80 li farther up the river
beyond Shaowu. We walked all day in the teeth of a strong still N. West wind. We arrived here at 4:45 starting at
8:30 with 30 min. for dinner. | was prevailed upon to take a squatly on the pstors account. But he started in
advance of me, and it was too cold to ride so | at the end of 35 li | sent the sedan back.

The service this morning was attended by 9 ch. members and nearly 100 learners. Perfect attention was
given to a long address thpastor leu as interpreter, after which the communion was administered.

The people here have purchased a building about 40 ft. wide and 140 ft. deep. It makes a good church
building.

Last night wagold. | saw the first heavy frost of the season this rimgrn

Tuesday Dec. 8evening.

Sunday afternoon pastor leu preached to about 50 learners, and members. In the evening all the standing
room was occupied at the endeavor meeting. All the members and several of the learners prayed.

There has been no ndgr preacher here this year. A theology lives 20 li distant and seems to be looking
after the church some. An old manmember lives in the building and acts as church father. In the evening | met
several Foochow men. The Salt Commissioner is a membiee church and impressed me as a humble earnest
Christian. It was he who gave most of the money for the church building at Guong Dak.

Thursday a.m. Dec. 18

Monday morning we started for Tiang Ga Bieng, 55 li farther up the river, and within aboof &t
Kuang Si (or in Foochow Gong Sa) province. A man who has taken partial course of study with the theological
class was sent up here a few months ago as a bookseller. There are more than 100 persons now who express a desire
to become Christians.

We held a service Monday evening which was attended by 60 men and 10 women. They gave the strictest
attention for an hour to the simple statement of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. At the close one man offered prayer. |
cannot help urging with much emphasigirery place the imperative necessity of daily Bible study and prayer if
the people would be real Christians. It gives me the deepest joy to find in everyeplatevhere the people have
had only small opportunity to learn the Truthose who can prajay the Holy Spirit find means to teach the
multitude the blessedness of prayer.

Tuesday morning we breakfasted with a learner at 9:30 a.m. and started at 10 a.m. for Guong Dak. At
Tiang Ga Bieng. The learners have procured and fitted up a large hdnesesed as a chapel and they sent by us a
very urgent request that the bookseller be allowed to remain with them next year as preacher.

Wednesday morning we started from Guong Dak at 8 of
from Shaowu to G.Dis good. But from G.D. up to T. Ga Bieng it is paved nearly all the way with small round
stones gathered from the river, and is the worst piece of road that | have ever walked on. My feet had many
complaints to make after two days on this road, so | redaoot my old time custom in Ing Hok and wore straw
sandles from G.D. down yesterday.

A solid stone bridge crosses the river at G.D. The arches are of cut stone, and are some 20 ft. high. The
whole structure does credit to the workmanship of the builtisk a picture of this, but | am afraid it was a
failure.

The weather was cold for the whole trip. Rain fell steadily nearly all day last Friday. Sat. dawned with a
dark windy sky and a stiff north wind. That night was still and a thick white frostredwall Sunday morning. One
side of my room at G.D. was quite open for a space 12 ft. long and 3 ft. high. The people there evidently believe in
fresh air= for the foreigner. Shaving with cold water Sunday a.m. was good fetlltaad | presume also
toughened the body.

ThismommingThur sday i s rains. Godds blessings fall in c
prepares the way before one and gives strength for the journey and provides friends every where and is willing to
use oneods tdteaehitHe multikuliet the Gospel. | was thinking yesterday as | walked on the blistered
feet if after allit paid. And then the picture of scores if not hundreds of men in the U.S. who sit in their studys or
recreate six days and on the seventh preathe same 40 or 50 persons came before my mind. And | know how
strange it would seem to these men who rejoice over th
women who listen with wrapt attention to every word and show by the exgpressiheir faces their interest and
pleasure and by every means possible express their gratitude. | concludtedidizty. And a little hot water and a



good nights restwhich is the reward God gives for a 30 mile walk wonders for blistered fedlessings untold
beyond belief await the men who come to take up this waiting work in Shaowu. Among the blessings, not the least
will be the privilege of associating with many of the Chinese workers of this ésfebcially pastors leu and Diong.

The waokers are now gathering for the Annual Meeting, wh. begins this evening. | shall remain in Shaowu
for this i.e. until next Monday. | may then make one more trip of 5 or 6 days from here and return. Then | start for
the Ciong Lok trip and at Ciong Lok my wowill end. From there | go direct down the river to Foochow.

As there will be little to report for the next week | send this partly finished sheet, with kindly greetings to
all the friends in Foochow. | am praying for you all daily, and | know you ddanget to ask God to make me
usable each day.

Thursday, Dec. 25at long Cing Kang

The Annual Meeting at Shaowu began a week ago this evening. The time was much spent on prayer.
Then many of the helpers spoke of specific answers to prayer.

Fri. am. reports were given of all the out stations in the lower part of the field. In the afternoon the general
subject was Bible Study. | spoke thro pastor leu as interpreter on Bible Study for Spiritual Growth. In the morning
| took bfast with Dr.andMrs Bement and spoke to the Girls in the Gir
interpreter. Friday evening the time was given to var
gave a very interesting talk on caring for the body. Hehlisght young man and seems thoroughly consecrated. It
does one good to witness his earnestness at all times in witnessing for Christ. The other two students also are fine
fellows and all three are earnest workers in the church. They make the woekcbiutch and the work of the

hospital one. |l stated previously that there was one
daughter of pastor Diong who was in Foochow Girl dés Col
wifeof Dr . Bement ds cook.

Sat. a.m. Reports were given of the upper part of the field. | spoke a few minutes of the impressions
received at the point which | had visited. Sat. p. m.
addresses by pastDiong for Dr. Bement, Mrs. Bement and Mrs. Walker. Mrs. Walker spoke very earnestly for
the new building for Boybés School . $1800 has been sub
is going up as fast as the workmen can make it.

Sunday | spoke thro pastor |l eu as interpreter and h

Supper. About 400 were present. In the afternoon | spoke at both the South Gate Chapel and at the North Gate
Chapeli Gi r 1 6s School .C.E. meeting wasa modele Mhie subjettovinte show our gratitude to
God was a good one to talk on and the time was up before all had an opportunity. A short talk here made four
addresses for me that daypo many.

Monday and Tuesday were spentwitth e hel per s i n consultation about n
and preachers about 28 are a fine body of men. They have been so free from foreign supervibieyktioat
how to plan and execute. They need and they earnestly desire and pregidor lielp. | can but pray that God in
selecting men for this field will find those will come notawerseebut tohelpthis noble body of men.

Monday afternoon Dec. 22 Pastor Hackman, of the German Church, Shanghai for the past 9 years
arrived at te Shaowu compound. He expects to leave tomerfFoiday. He is on his way to Tibet, Burmah and
India, then to Germany. His business is to learn all he can about Buddhism and Taoism.

Wednesday, yesterday morning | started for Ne Sek Du 60 li from Shermivihe highest part of the
Shaowu field. Dr. Bliss has begun the erection of a summer cottage here. We found several villages in each of
which there are a few Christians. There is no church building. The services are held in the houses of the members
in the different villages as is convenient. Evening services are necessarily limited to the people of one or two
villages. Last evening 10 men, 6 women and 4 children were present at the service. One of the young men who has
just graduated from the thlegical course is my interpreter on this trip. All the people of Zo Du are engaged in
paper making. Three years ago a dang load of the papers was worth $3.00. Now the same amount brings $10.00.
The houses of the village, the clothes of the peopldtengeople themselves witness to the good times.

This morning we walked 3 li down the mountain to this village of long Cing Kang. On the walk yesterday
and today the scenery is worthy of Ing Hok. The roads are after the Ing Hok pattern. Only thegisténg Hok
are greater. The man who measured the li on the Shaowu roads must have broken off a piece from his measuring
rod. 80 li here are about the equivalent of 65 li in Ing Hok.

This afternoon | spoke at the long Cing Kang church. About 75pvesent. This evening the pastor led
the prayer meeting, after which | spoke. This is the only church in thé filedide the church in Shaowu City, that
supports the pastor. Pastor Gang haedlarge filed to look aftaris parish has a radiu$ some 5 miles and
there are several centers, in one of which the people are just erecting a church building. Next year Pastor Gang will




be moved to Na Kan a village on the river 80 li below Sha@mumportant center in itself and more conveniently
situated for the working of his present field than is long Cing Kang. So altho his residence will be changed, his
field of labor will remain partially the same. A recent graduate of the Seminary will reside here next year.

The mission owns a large piecelafid here, with a good church building, having pastors house attached
and a good school building apart from the church. There is no school in it. The lack of day school in this field is the
one deplorable feature of the work that faces me almost everywiie work will suffer for it in coming years.
There was a school at Zo Du. | tried to visit it this a.m. but at 8:30 the pupils had not come to school and | did not
wait. My purpose in takinthistrip is not so much to help Dr. Walker in the touriag to see the work and
encourage the people and the workers. It chanced to be market day herthtofiest of these days that | have
seen. The street here was certainly full of men and of produce.

Friday, Dec. 26 at Tie Lo Haeng

The church ad property at long Cing Kang cost about $600. The people gave one half. In the rear of the
church are two rooms made comfortable for foreigners. A real iron foreign cook stove stands in one of them. The
church has a belfry and a bell.

This morning aftebreakfast with the deacon we walked 35 li up to Tie Lo Haeng. After dinner with the
preacher a service was held in the church. Here also the mission owns a nice property. The church stands just
outside the village. Contrary to the usual customaitds alone. No one lives in it or adjoining it. It is locked
when not used and unlocked when service is to be held as if it were in New England. There 40 men 7 women and 7
children at the service. The mission has a day school here, in an idol tdinel&lol is covered up in its recess in
the fiparloro with a nice piece of red cloth on which
disturbed by the presence of two Christian families in its domicile, or the numerous Christian caleddarslls
with Christian sentiments written on them or by the sound of Christian voices in worship of the one Living God.

The church and property here cost over $1000. The people gave all but $300. The preacher was appointed
to go to A long next yearBut the members are trying to raise his whole salary, hoping thereby to keep him here.

He is a fine young man 27 years old. He took the first degree this year. He impresses me with his earnestness as a
speaker. | have not heard a more enthusiastakepén the field. He also impresses as one who thinks, and hence
as one who will grow.

Saturday, Dec. 27

Last evening we had another service at Tie Lo Haeng. Just before the service | was much pleased to hear
several of the members who were présgrthe afternoon session rehearsing the points in the address of the
afternoon.

A clear sky and a still night brought a very heavy white frost to greet us this morning. Of course after that
the sun shone gloriously. We were off at 9 a.m. after a preijfe the workers. The distance is 40ldvel road
we found several church members along the way and stopped to drink tea with each. Half way between Tie Lo
Haeng and Shaowu at long Dong is a small chapel 2 houses wide and some 40 ft. deep dvenmisbioh.
There are 4 men and 4 women members here beside 10+ learners. There is a day school here with 16 pupils. At
1:30 we were at Shaowu. All the friends here are well. Pastor Hackman started this morning for Kiong Si, taking
Shaowu carriers fof days journey.

All my arrangements are made to start Monday De€ f@9Ku San 40 li Tues; Hua Bang 50 liwed.
Ciong Sioh Hu 20 li. Thurs., Cio Kan 50 li.Fri., Tai Ming 45 li, Sat. Sing Gio 45 li, Mon. Jan. 5 and Tues. Jan. 6
Giong Ning Gaing 120.IWed. here. Thurs. or Fri. down river by boat to Ciong Loh. Spend Sun. Jsat. 11
Ciong Loh. Then homaunless | take 4 days to see Ing Seu.

With kindest regards to all the associates.

W.L.B.

Tuesday, Dec. 3bat Huo Bang 4:45 p.m.

Sundyg | spent at Shaowu. In the morning | attended church at the East Gate. Pastor leu preached. In the
afternoon the foreigners met at the residence of Dr. and Miss Bement for a prayer meeting. This was a very
refreshing and helpful hour. In the eveningtéatled the C.E. meeting at E. Gate.

Monday at 12:15 Pastor Diong and | started for Ku Sang, 40 li. It rained all the way. We arrived at 5 p.m.
The rain kept many of the church members at home. There are in all about 15. Only 5 were present. Some 6 or 8
learners came in, and 12 or 15 others. There is a preacher (Ding) with a wife and children here. The chapel is rented.
There is a day school also here. Ku Sang is a large village in a large valley. The villages in this valley are many, and
the people seem twe prosperous.



This morning the rain has ceased, and the sun tried to shine. We started at 9 a.m. for Huo Bang 45 li.
turned aside 2 |i and took dinner with a relative of p
lost the way andid not arrive till 4:30.

There is a day school here, but no chapel, and no preacher. There are 5 members and 10+ learners. Service
is held in the house of one of the members.

WednesdayDec. 31 at Ciong Sioh Hu.

Last evening we administered thersaent to three members at Huo Bang. The room was full of people
and they listened well. This morning | saw the day school held in an ancestral hall. This hall can be rented for the
chapel next year and is well suited for the purpose.

At 12:30 we were ationg Sioh Hu 20 li from H.B. There is only one family of Christians here. Two
brothers form the basis of the church here. There are others interested in the Truth.

Friday. Jan 2?1903. at Tai Ning.
Wed. evening at Ciong Sioh Hu we held a servighénTiang Pong of a Christian. About 50 were present.

The best attention was given and the people remained long to talk about the Truth. There is good material to work

on here. The preacher from Huo Bang should visit C.S. Hu often to hold service wéartiezs and members.
Breakfast is late in all this region in W nter, an.

the way to Cio Kau, 30 li distant. We arrived about 2 p.m. and found a member and a learner quarrelling about a

little piece of ground. Pastor Diong and | spent all the p.m. trying to settle the matter in vain. In the evening we

admitted 5 men and conducted the communion. Twenty partook of the Sacrament. The service closed at 9:15. Just

then a messenger was announced from8haat 9:30 | was opening bundles containing Christmas presents from

Foochow. These had been sent by the messengedabohtvas too late this time for me to receive the things before

starting from Shaowu last Monday. It was a very unigue experiepeging Christmas presents in a little Chinese

bed room over 30 miles back in the country from any water eagt over 250 miles away from Foochow at 10

ob6bclock at night. Well I was asleep before the next da
This morning we took breakfast with onetloé men here and then succeeded in getting the quarrel settled

in time to set out for Tai Ni n g 71s30lp Tai Ningis adistricaity 11 o6cl o

with a wall around it.
While | have been writing the above there havenbat least 7 women 7 men and 10 children watching me.

The number has varied and the personages have also.

Sunday. Jan"4at Sing Gio 12:30

At Tai Ning we conducted communion Fri. evening. 13 members were present. 2 united with the church.
About 80 vere present. The best of attention was given to the Truth. The people are overjoyed at the news that they
are to have a preacher there next year. The church needs and will doubtless have better accommodations. Pastor
Diong says the church here is suretib gn new life next year with a resident preacher. Yesterday, Sat. Morning
after a good breakfast with a ch. member we started for Sing Gio at 9:35 a.m. and arrivedsét lit:A5 4 p.m.
snow began to fall. It snowed gently for about 20 min. Thenl#ke$ became large and they fell fast. It was a
genuine snow storm. The first | had seen for 9 years. | enjoyed it. We were so near our destination that we
experienced no inconvenience.

This morning everything was white. The mountains were beautiful. Ifagh Mrs. B. and the children

could have seen it. | expect however that even Geral di
Dorothy would have been willing to have blankets over her last night. The ice on my wash basin was fully 1/16 in.
thick and the water completely frozen over. At 11 o06b¢cl o

Where the sun strikes full the snow is melting. But where its rays do not touch the snow will remain all day. | ate an
icicle (is it spelled correctly? | have not written the word for 9 years) over 3 in. long this morning. It was so cold at
service, that the pastor had to stand on one foot while he toasted the other over his fire basket. 30 were present at the
service. Some came from 3 nsldistant. Some who wish to unite with the ch. did not arrive, so we are to hold the
communion this p.m.

The church here is in a house purchased for the purpose by the mother of the theol. student Uong who
came up on the boat fr. Foochow with Pastor Diand myself. She lives in the house and with a ch. member who
lives 10 |Ii distant i s the h¥4dstantfsthe¢ place Wvvervk. antubdiis.e. Thi s
Walker were in such danger 10+ years ago. She seems to be a second Matgriiamuse here is head quarters for
the preachers of the Word, and on Sundays she feeds many of the ch. members and learners who come from a
distance. Today some 12 have eaten at her table, the food is gookinow. |



4:15 p.m- We have just closed alightful communion service. Three men united with the church. One
was the husband of the woman who owns the chapel; one was the next door neighbor; one a former coolie or helper
of Dr. Bliss in the Hospital. All have been under the influence of a Gaspgéérs. 50 were present at the service
and all gave the closest attention. | wonder if many audiences at home would now sit in church while the snow was
on the ground and icicles forming on the eaves, without fires, and listen to the preaching. Therevgdems to be
the true fruit of the Gospel, and the outlook is most favorable for growth. | hope the Tai Ning or the Cio Kau
preacher can visit this place occasionally next year. It will encourage the people.

GiongNing Gaing Jan. & 1903.
When | wote the above | forgot that a preacher had been appointed to go to Sing Gio next Chinese year.
Sunday evening another service was held at Sing Gio, fully attended, and led by the member who had acted
as head here.
Monday morning the ice was so thieckrmy basin, | did not attempt to break it. We saw ice ¥ in. thick. |
took a photo of the chapel and little village with the snow and frost all on it before we set off Mon. morning. | shall
always remember this Sunday at Sing Gio with Thanksgiving te fdodvhat He has wrought this saintly woman
for the earnestness shown by the members, all but one who was away from home were present at the eommunion
12 in all; and for the beauties of nature clad in spotless whitd for that delightful walk Mondayra. up and
down those snow covered gorges, where the bamboos and evergreens were bending under their weight of white.
At 8:30 a.m. Monday we were off for Giong Ming Gaing. Last night we spent at a Chinese inn Ciu Bang.
We reached G.M.G. this p.m. at 2:3020 li.
I had my mind all made ugertainto spend one day here, Sunday next at Ciong Lohhemdhome. But |
must now spend next Sunday here visiting another place 50 li inland on Thursday.

Thursday Jan. 8 1903 a.m. at Li Sing.
Tuesday evening &iong Ming we had an interesting service attended by about 75 persons. The strictest

attention was given to the address on fAwhat does it me
Yesterday Wed. we walked over here 50 li. Li Sing is a large village in a largecfeslley given entirely

to rice and tea oil. There are som@&@@amilies here. The interestthe Gospel began toward the end of 1901

when a man from Gong Sa province who knew a little about the truth came over and told what he knew to an old

man here whbse heart was ripe for receiving it. This old man went to Giong Ming Gaing early last year 1902 and

there heard more of the Truth. He became an earnest student of the Bible, went to Giong Ming G. in the Summer

often to hear the Gospel from the Theol. Stideas there in the Summer; made his house here at Li Sing a place of

prayer, led meetings himself, and now has gathered about 20 persons who seem to be true learners. He refuses all

who want to fiused the ch. and tamcedkeingsmhaem I have seen h
Yesterday on the road over here fr. G.M.G. we met no less than 1000 men and boys all carrying rice to

G.M.G. for sale. This region eats only 1/5 of the yield. The road nearly all the way lay thro rice fields that looked

very rich.If this people worked as Americans work they would be as wealthy. We had breakfast specially early this

morning. It was just 10 o6éclock when we finished.
At the prayermeeting last evening about 30 were present. leu led in prayer. All listened mogtlgttenti
the address on fprayero. Pastor Diong has not been per

reached Giong Ming, the Student Mong did the translating. The pastor cannot use this jabber. This gives him a rest
however, and | hge he will be himself again.

| sent a letter to Foochow from G. Ming Tuesday evening. The P.O. has been established there about 2
months.

This place is probably farther from the track of what we call civilization than | have ever before stopped at.

The people certainly are not very familiar with foreigners. All say no foreigner ever came here before. We found a
man last night who said he had never heard the Gospel at all. This is somewhat rare now in the paths that the
missionary ordinarily travels in thiprovince.

This afternoon a terrific crowd gathered. To day i
Beershebado, and every one came up to see the ATigero.
below a Second Degree Graduatle had looked at me, and was examining some books when | gave him the
Mandarin Testament and pointed to Jn. lll. He read the whole chap. Then pastor Diong came to the rescue and in all
that man stood for three hours either reading or listening to thik.Trhen | spoke for nearly an hour to the crowd,
and he sat to the end. No less than 150 persons were gathered in the house to (listen) see. The learners here are
mostly old men. It seems to me a true work of the Spirit.

Friday. Jan. 9at Li Sing. 9:® a.m. waiting for the party to have their breakfasb call yet.



Last evening the service was attended by about 100. The attention was perfect for fully one hour. The
larger part stoodmany of them on benches looking over the heads of those in frittem. Some 20 learners were
present, about 10 of those offered prayer after the address.

Tuesday: Jan. 435:30 p.m. on the river about 50 li below Giong Ming Gaing.

Last Friday we walked from Li Sing back to G.M.G. We held a prayer meeting lvatit a dozen
learners in the evening. Saturday | looked at the lot purchased for a church. It is 34 ft. by about 95, with a wall on all
sides. It faces the street which runs along the river. It is only about 3 minutes walk from the cityigéde the
city. On one side the lot is an uninhabited house 14 ft. wide and about 65 ft. deep, a good wall all-gsdoed it
$50. On the other side is a piece of empty ground 14 ft. wide and about 60+ ft deep. Beyond this is a side street. The
price of this emptyand $20. It is proposed to build a church the width of the ch. lot= 34 ft. by extending the side
walls up. The size of the ch. 34 X 60 ft. To do this the properties mentioned above must be purchased. | advised
them to purchase both pieces but to builty a3 of the ch. now.= one 20 ft. section+ the front section. This will
make a building 34 X 20 for thersufficient for their present needs, and it can be added to as they grow and are
able to enlarge.

| called on the Magistrate after consulting witle fhastor and with the preacher Uong. | told him (1) the
church was established here to urge men to worship the true God. (2) Bad men had crept in or were using the name
of the church for selfish purposes which was against our rules, practice and desinedihim to understand that
we had nothing to do with laeases. (3) According to the treaties Chinese subjects were free to join the Christian
ch. and they should be exempt from idolatrous fees.

Sat. evening we had another prayer meeting with a doz@mlearners. Sunday pastor Diong preached in
the morning and | spoke in the afternoon and again in the evening.

Yesterday | was about to take the boat which | had trusted the brother in law of Uong to engage to take me
to Foochow for $22, when | learn#uht there were 8 loads of rice on it. | finally got 3 loads taken off and my cook
had 3 put on. So we started at noon with one boattharpastor, cook and myself. We struck 3 or four rocks before
tying up for the night and made about 30 li. This mgninwe st arted at 7 o006cl ock and s
drove us up shore for repairs. It began to rain Monday a.m. and about 11 a.m. To day the wind became very high
and it rained very hard, so we were forced to tie up at 11:30. | looked for mywhlisentained $8.00 and this
diary and my dressing outfit, but it was not on board. | remembered it was put off while the boat was being repaired.
The boatman went back for it and returned at 5:30 p.m. So here we are with an old leaky boat with &®Ibg of r
it, a poor opium smoker for a boatman, and the wind howling furieablgut 60 out of 220 li to Ciong Loh
traversed. But God knows what is best, and the sun will shine again sonmitmactually and metaphorically.
We are all well and havenoudp to eat and to wear and can keep dry.

WednesdayJan. 14 p.m.
Last night we all worked to plug up the | eaks unti l
at 9:30 we were ready to start. | started to walk just before the boat swoitigeirstream. About 10 rods down
stream fr. where we lay over night, another bump was heard, and | could hear pastor Diong shout to the boatman to
pull for the shore. He got ashore on the opposite bank from me. | could throw a stone and hit the beasfar
away. As | stood watching the three men bail, and meditadinch conditions are favorable to meditatibeaw a

fisqguadronodo coming down the rapids, and shouted to the
cal,andson we | eft the fApoor old stranded wrecko and took
Chiongites. They are | oaded with rice so we are distri

left will help his family | trust. | pay $22 tgo to Foochow on these boats. The sun shiretaphoricallyi and it
does not rain. The rain has raised the water so it is just right to go down river. Good blessings are too numerous to
recount. They are indeed new every morning and fresh every evening.

Friday a.m. 10:30within 20 li of Ciong Loh all happy.

Ciong Loh Friday, Jan. 184 p.m.

We are here at last all well and happy. But it took us 5 days instead of 2 as we planned when at Shaowu.
From all | can learn one must expect to be from 8 days en route between Giong Ming Gaing and here. With a
flood and all conditions the most favorable 2 days are sufficient. This week Tues. no boats ran, owing to cold, wind
and rain.

Saturday, Jan. 710:30 a.m. 50 li below C.L.
This morning we we off at 5:30 hoping to make long Kau to night.



Last evening pastor Diong and | took supper with the C.L. preacher. It was good after living on boat fare
for a week. We held a service with about 20 learnths,preacher has no easy task to instrucetimeen in
Christian Truth. Many of them are Canton mepium dealers. The chapel is in a bad place and is not a good place
in which to live. There is a large, clean house only 40 ft. back from the main street, which can be rented for $4 per
month. It woutl be good economy to take it and move the chapel.
The scenery from Giong Ming Gaing for the first 200 li of the 300 li to Ciong Loh is grand, magnificent.
Part of the way the river dashes furiously down a gorge only a few rods wide at the bottom dhel midintains
high on each side. An uninitiated American would declare that no boat could live to go down. But the men allowed
us to ride with the exception of about 5 Ii. It was a sight never to be forgotten to see the boats dash down this
stretch. Manyboats go to pieces here and many men are never seen afterward. One of our boats was sent up on the
ledge and hung for just an instant. Then came back all right. Another broke the front steering oar and struck but
came thro with only a bruise and a littlater. It is not to be wondered at that these superstitious people have built a
temple on the bank here, and that the crews send one of the men to beg the idols to protect them as they descend.
We owe something to Dr. Sites for our ride down on thesenidrewho led the others in his willingness
to take us is very near the Kingdom of God. He knows much of Dr. Sites from his friends in Ming Chiong, and

cannot find words to express his esteem of IadhbeenSi t es.

reading. He is pleased to talk about the Truth, and shows us every respemtesentativesf Christ.
To day the sun shines brightly and the heavy white frost of last night has all disappeared. The men have put
away their fire baskets andedlaying off their clothes. We are going very peacefully down the river.

Sunday, 1 p.m. Jan. &t long Kau
We reached here at 6 o0o6clock | ast evening. Pastor
iSquadr ono anchor adoorf Shortly &ftefwe met 4 IgrgedDang Badbaais just starting up a

rapid. Only the 4 head boats of our ASquadrono got dow

to wait. This hindered them just enough so they did not make titkjuest above long Kau. But on the 4 boats that
reach I.K. were the pastor, myself and my bedding and what little food | had left. The cook was caught above the

rapid and came this morning. I't was onltglpwferdotcallihbany peo

the design of Providence. | am staying at the old chapel.

Expenses of Shaowu trip
Nov. 271902 Jan. 2% 1903.

Boat to Shaowu (part) $ 27.
fi fr. Giong Ning Gaing to 3&oochow
Launch to Cui Kau 1.10
Load Carriers (part) 13.30
Chair .70
Cook 17
$91.10
Paid by E.L. Bliss M.D.
Boat to Shaowu (to bal.) 31.70
Load Carriers (to bal.) 4.10

Total. $126.90
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